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Foreword
Rt. Hon. Chief Sir Julius Chan GCL GCMG KBE PC MP

Ron May first became involved with Papua New Guinea around 
1970 when, as an economist with the Reserve Bank of Australia, he 
transferred from the bank’s research department to its Papua New Guinea 
department to work on the establishment of central banking in the 
emerging nation and initiate discussion of the possibilities for a separate 
currency. In 1972—the year in which I became minister for finance in 
the first Somare government—he relocated to Papua New Guinea to take 
up the position of field director of The Australian National University’s 
New Guinea Research Unit (NGRU). In these early years Ron served 
as a board member of the then recently established Bank of Papua New 
Guinea and worked with the bank’s first governor, Sir Henry ToRobert, 
in the development of the central bank and in the design of the country’s 
distinctive currency. He and his colleagues at the NGRU also contributed 
in various ways to the discussion of policy issues in the young nation and 
to the training of Papua New Guinean researchers. At independence, The 
Australian National University handed over the NGRU to the Papua New 
Guinea government and Ron stayed on as foundation director of what has 
become the National Research Institute.

Although he returned to Australia in 1977, as a senior fellow in 
The Australian National University’s Research School of Pacific Studies 
in Canberra, Ron maintained his commitment to Papua New Guinea, 
organising seminars and conferences in Canberra and Port Moresby, 
collaborating with younger Papua New Guinean scholars in a range 
of publications on political and social issues, and seeking to raise 
understanding of Papua New Guinea among Australian policymakers. 
After ‘retiring’ in 2004 he also spent some time in Papua New Guinea 
as an AusAID-funded adviser to the National Research Institute and an 
occasional consultant.
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In 2001 Crawford House Publishing put together a collection of papers 
by Ron May, to mark Papua New Guinea’s first 25 years as an independent 
nation. This volume, which was republished by ANU E Press in 2004, 
has been much downloaded. But much has happened in Papua New 
Guinea since 2004, and this volume presents a second collection of papers 
published over the past two decades. The papers cover a range of topics, 
from the proposals for political reform in the early 2000s, the discussion 
of ‘failing states’ in the same period, the shift to limited preferential voting 
in 2007, to a detailed account of political developments from the move 
against Sir Michael Somare in 2011 to the election of Prime Minister 
Marape. There are also chapters on language policy, external and internal 
security, religious fundamentalism and national identity, and a brief paper 
on the sustainability of economic growth prepared for a symposium 
organised by the Institute of National Affairs in 2016.

I and Papua New Guinea are deeply indebted to Ron May’s many 
contributions. It is my pleasure to wish the book every success.

Sir Julius Chan was elected to parliament in 1968 and served as minister for 
finance in the first Somare government, 1972–1977. He became Papua New 
Guinea’s second prime minister in 1980–1982 and was again prime minister 
from 1994 to 1997. He is one of Papua New Guinea’s longest-serving and 
most distinguished members of parliament and as the member for the New 
Ireland Provincial seat is currently the governor of New Ireland Province.



This text is taken from State and Society in Papua New Guinea, 2001–2021, 
by R.J. May, published 2022 by ANU Press, The Australian National 

University, Canberra, Australia.




