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Notes on Contributors

Peter Edwards AM has published extensively on the history of Australian 
defence and foreign policies and policymaking, with special reference to 
the Australian–American alliance, the Vietnam War and other conflicts 
in South-East Asia, and the intelligence agencies. As the official historian 
of Australia’s involvement in South-East Asian conflicts 1948–75, he was 
general editor of the nine-volume series and author of the volumes dealing 
with strategy and diplomacy, Crises and Commitments (Allen & Unwin, 
1992) and A Nation at War (Allen & Unwin, 1997). His most recent books 
are Australia and the Vietnam War (NewSouth Books, 2014) and Law, 
Politics and Intelligence: A Life of Robert Hope (NewSouth Books, 2020).

Meg Gurry is an academic researcher who is a former lecturer in 
Australian foreign policy at La Trobe University, where she also taught 
Australian politics, international relations and the politics of South Asia. 
Her area of scholarship and publications focus on Australia’s engagement 
with the states of Asia since 1945. She is the author of Australia and India: 
Mapping the Journey, 1944–2014 (Melbourne University Press, 2015). 
She has a BA and DipEd from Monash University and a PhD in politics 
from La Trobe University. She is currently a fellow of the Australia India 
Institute in Melbourne.

Ian Hall is a professor of international relations and Deputy Director 
(Research) of the Griffith Asia Institute at Griffith University, Queensland, 
Australia. He is also an academic fellow of the Australia India Institute at 
the University of Melbourne and a co-editor (with Sara E. Davies) of the 
Australian Journal of International Affairs. He has published several books 
and over 70 articles and chapters on the history of international thought 
and India’s international relations, including Modi and the Reinvention 
of Indian Foreign Policy (Bristol University Press, 2019). He is currently 
writing a book on how Hindu nationalists want to change the world.
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David Lee is associate professor in the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, University of New South Wales, Canberra. He researches 
Australia’s external relations with the countries of the Asia-Pacific. 
He has edited volumes of official documents on Australia’s relations with 
Indonesia  and the People’s Republic of China. He has also authored 
or co-authored monographs on Australian foreign and international 
economic policy, Australia’s relations with the United States and the 
resources trade with East Asian countries after 1960. He is collaborating 
on a biography of Sir John Crawford and researching the development of 
Australian economic relationships with Japan and China.

David Lowe is Chair in Contemporary History in the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences. David is a co-founder of the Australian 
Policy and History network. His research centres on cultural aspects 
of the history of international relations, including Australia’s role in the 
world, and on remembering the legacies of modern wars and empires 
in comparative contexts. His recent publications include (with Carola 
Lentz) Remembering Independence (Routledge, 2018) and (edited with 
David Lee and Carl Bridge), Australia Goes to Washington: 75 Years of 
Australian Representation in the United States, 1940–2015 (ANU Press, 
2016). He  is currently researching the history of postwar foreign aid, 
including the Colombo Plan and Australia’s foreign aid program. He 
was visiting professor in Australian studies at the Centre for Pacific and 
American Studies, University of Tokyo, 2019–20.

Eric Meadows is an honorary fellow in the Contemporary Histories 
Research Group at Deakin University. He has published on the history 
of international education in Australia, on the impact of Australia’s 
immigration policies on its relations with India and on public diplomacy 
and education. He was formerly pro vice-chancellor (international) 
at Deakin University, deputy principal (international programs) at the 
University of Melbourne and started his career as an Australian diplomat 
in New Delhi and then Tel Aviv.

Michael Moignard spent 35 years as an Australian public servant working 
in trade and resources policy, and trade promotion. He holds a Masters in 
science (chemistry) from the University of Melbourne, a BA (Hons) 
in history and economics from The Australian National University, and a 
Diploma of Education from La Trobe University. Michael spent close to 
seven years in India, as senior trade commissioner for South Asia with the 
Australian High Commission in New Delhi. He first served in New Delhi 
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from 1998 to 2000, and again from 2004 to 2008, most recently in late 
2012. He also served with the Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) 
in New York, Santiago de Chile, Manila and Singapore. Michael is an 
honorary academic fellow of the Australia India Institute. Michael was 
a member of the Australia India Business Council Victoria Committee 
from 2016 to 2018, and was president of the chapter from March to 
May 2017.

Ric Smith AO PSM is a visiting fellow at the Lowy Institute for 
International Affairs, an adjunct professor at Griffith University, and 
co-chair of AusCSCAP (the Australia Council for Security Cooperation 
in  the Asia Pacific). He joined the Australian Department of External 
Affairs in 1969 and served in Australia’s diplomatic missions in India, Israel, 
the Philippines and Hawaii. He was a deputy secretary of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade from 1992 to 1994, and deputy secretary 
of the Department of Defence in 1994–95. He served as ambassador to 
China and Mongolia from 1996 to 2000, and as ambassador to Indonesia 
in 2001–02. He was appointed as secretary of the Department of Defence 
in 2002, and retired from the public service in 2006.

Quentin Stevenson-Perks, after 22 years in the Australian Public Service, 
was appointed as the Department of Education’s counsellor for education 
and training at the Australian High Commission in New Delhi, India. 
During the period of his appointment, from January 2001 to July 2005, 
he  oversaw Australia’s official engagement with Indian Government 
education and training agencies and worked with the committee 
representing Indian education recruitment agents for Australia’s public and 
private education institutions to promote Australia as a study destination. 
Following the completion of his term in India, he subsequently served 
as Ccounsellor for education and training at the Australian Embassy in 
Beijing, China, from July 2007 to May 2010. Then he was appointed 
as Austrade’s assistant general manager for international education from 
May 2010 until his retirement in September 2015.

Julie Suares completed her PhD at Deakin University in October 
2015. Her book JB Chifley: An Ardent Internationalist was published by 
Melbourne University Press in 2019. In 2011, her article, ‘Engaging with 
Asia: The Chifley Government and the New Delhi Conferences of 1947 
and 1949’ was published in the Australian Journal of Politics and History. 
From 2002 to 2014, she worked as an electorate officer for the former 
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member for Ripon in the Bracks and Brumby governments. She has been 
a consultant for Primary Skills Victoria. She has also worked as a library 
technician, farmhand and shearers’ cook.

Peter Varghese AO is Chancellor of the University of Queensland (since 
July 2016). Prior to this appointment, his extensive career in public service 
and diplomacy spanned 38 years and included senior positions in foreign 
affairs, trade policy and intelligence. Most recently, he served as secretary 
of  the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (2012–16). Previous 
senior appointments included high commissioner to India (2009–12), 
high commissioner to Malaysia (2000–02), director-general of the Office 
of National Assessments (2004–09) and senior advisor (international) 
to the prime minister of Australia (2003–04). He was the author of a 
comprehensive India Economic Strategy to 2035 commissioned by the 
Australian prime minister and submitted in July 2018.
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