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‘Victory of the aggregate 

strength of the era’: Lê Duẩn, 
Vietnam and the three 

revolutionary tidal waves
Khuê Diệu Đỗ1

Our might is the might of the two flags—national independence 
and socialism—that combines with the three revolutionary tidal 
waves of the era.
— Lê Duẩn

The longest-serving general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP)2 and an ‘excellent student of Hồ 
Chí Minh’, Lê Duẩn (1907–86) and his contribution to the Vietnamese 
revolutionary cause, especially his strong leadership during the country’s 
kháng chiến chống Mỹ cứu nước (‘war of national salvation and resistance 
against America’), have been the focus of much scholarship.3 Vietnamese 
historian Phạm Quốc Sử praises Duẩn as ‘one of the few figures who 

1  The author is grateful to her late father, Đỗ Tiến Thắng, for helping her understand Lê Duẩn’s 
thinking and writing. A student at the Đại học Tổng hợp Hà Nội (University of Hanoi) between 
1973 and 1977, he was taught and even took exams in ba dòng thác cách mạng (the ‘three revolutionary 
tidal waves’)—an experience he vividly remembered until recently. His narration both inspired and 
encouraged the author to continue her research.
2  Lê Duẩn assumed office in September 1960 and remained general secretary until his death in 
July 1986, serving for a total of 25 years and 303 days.
3  The National Library of Vietnam’s online catalogue shows that, as of December 2021, there were 
as many as 54 books and 32 scholarly articles that included ‘Lê Duẩn’ in their titles. See: opac.nlv.gov.
vn/pages/opac/wpid-home.html.

http://opac.nlv.gov.vn/pages/opac/wpid-home.html
http://opac.nlv.gov.vn/pages/opac/wpid-home.html
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had stature and influence over the country’s development’ during its 
modern history.4 Like Hồ, he clung to the nationalist ideal of a united, 
independent Vietnam, but demonstrated himself to be a more ‘practical’ 
personality who ‘made history the final judge of his deeds’. Duẩn also 
belonged to the minority of Vietnamese leaders who did not write 
a memoir or autobiography.5

Fourth president of Vietnam, General Lê Đức Anh holds that Lê Duẩn 
was the one who not only steered Vietnam’s ‘revolutionary ship’, but also 
gave way to the landmark Đổi Mới (‘Economic Renovation’) reforms at 
the VCP’s Sixth Congress in December 1986. Lê Duẩn had already been 
deeply critical of the planned economy and bureaucracy at the March 1982 
Fifth Party Congress, and had looked for steps to eliminate the system. 
Duẩn was thus responsible for ‘the mindset of economic renovation and 
national reform that appeared at the door of the Fifth Congress’.6

Although his true identity and early life remain secret,7 it is widely known 
that Lê Duẩn was born as Lê Văn Nhuận on 7 April 1907 into a lower-
class family in Quảng Trị Province, Annam, French Indochina. The son 
of a railway clerk, he developed a commitment to revolutionary politics as 
a young man. Through his own job as a clerk for French railways in Hanoi 
during the 1920s, Duẩn first came in contact with revolutionary thoughts 
and several communist activists.8 He joined Hồ Chí Minh’s Canton-based 
Hội Việt Nam Cách mệnh Thanh niên (Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth 
League) in 1929 after leaving the Tân-Việt Kách-mệnh Đảng (Tân Việt 
Revolutionary Party), and co-founded the Indochinese Communist Party 
(ICP) the next year.9 Over the next five decades, he became one of the 
most powerful leaders in Vietnam while maintaining a much lower profile 
than Hồ.

4  Phạm Quốc Sử, ‘Lê Duẩn: Nhân vật lớn của lịch sử Việt Nam [Le Duan: A Prominent Figure of 
Vietnam’s History]’, 13 April 2017, available from: nghiencuuquocte.org/2017/04/13/le-duan-nhan-
vat-lon-cua-lich-su-viet-nam/#more-21084. 
5  ibid.
6  ‘Đại tướng Lê Đức Anh viết về nguyên Tổng bí thư Lê Duẩn [General Lê Đức Anh Writes about 
Former General Secretary Lê Duẩn]’, Vietnamnet, [Hanoi], 8 July 2016, available from: vietnamnet.vn/
vn/tuanvietnam/dai-tuong-le-duc-anh-viet-ve-nguoi-anh-le-duan-314397.html.
7  Some historians suspect he came from a middle-class family, as he had received a good education 
in French-speaking schools. British historian P.J. Honey even held that Duẩn was part-Chinese. 
‘Le Duan’, Encyclopedia of World Biography. Volume 9, 2nd edn (Gale eBooks, 2004), 278–79.
8  ‘Le Duan’, Vietnam War Reference Library. Volume 2: Biographies (Gale eBooks, 2001), 211. 
9  ‘Chương trình viết tiểu sử các đồng chí lãnh đạo của Đảng và Nhà nước [Party-State Leaders’ 
Biographic Writing Program]’, Lê Duẩn Tiểu sử [Lê Duẩn Biography] (Hà Nội: Chính trị Quốc gia, 
2007), Chs1–2. Though part of a state-run project published by an official publishing house and 
essentially a hagiography, this seems to be the most complete biography of Lê Duẩn in any language.

http://nghiencuuquocte.org/2017/04/13/le-duan-nhan-vat-lon-cua-lich-su-viet-nam/#more-21084
http://nghiencuuquocte.org/2017/04/13/le-duan-nhan-vat-lon-cua-lich-su-viet-nam/#more-21084
http://vietnamnet.vn/vn/tuanvietnam/dai-tuong-le-duc-anh-viet-ve-nguoi-anh-le-duan-314397.html
http://vietnamnet.vn/vn/tuanvietnam/dai-tuong-le-duc-anh-viet-ve-nguoi-anh-le-duan-314397.html
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This chapter examines the evolution of Lê Duẩn’s thought across 40 years 
by focusing on his perceptions of the revolutions that were carried out in 
Vietnam and globally. It argues that Duẩn was the principal ideologue of 
the Vietnamese revolution and an architect of Vietnam’s foreign policy for 
two decades, beginning with his rise to power in the 1960s until his death 
in 1986, through his invention of the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ 
theory. In examining his political writings closely, the chapter approaches 
his contributions via a discourse analysis with consideration of important 
historical events during his political career. By examining a variety of 
Vietnamese primary sources and by tracking his political career, this 
chapter highlights how Lê Duẩn’s development of the ‘three revolutionary 
tidal waves’ exemplified his commitment to world revolution, particularly 
through his designs to export the Vietnamese revolutionary experience 
beyond Vietnam after its reunification.

Appraising Lê Duẩn: Scholarly 
interpretations
Outside Vietnam, Lê Duẩn draws scholars’ attention due to his mysterious 
profile, especially during 1930–69, when the country was still under Hồ 
Chí Minh’s leadership. Scholars generally agree Duẩn was a consistent 
advocate for the tiến công (‘offensive’) to send the People’s Army of 
Vietnam (North Vietnamese Army) as support to South Vietnam and 
for stronger support for the Hanoi-backed Việt Cộng guerillas following 
the escalation of US involvement in Vietnam.10 He earned a reputation 
for opposing Chinese advice to de-escalate the war and as a headstrong 
leader who believed that only through conventional offensive warfare, as 
practised against the French, could Vietnam expel the ‘foreign invaders’. 
Some scholars have also speculated about his personality in alleging that 
Lê Duẩn, the party’s leading extremist, was fiercely prowar because of his 
somewhat ‘undesirable’ background. As an ardent opponent of French 
colonial rule, Lê Duẩn was imprisoned twice (1931–36 and 1940–45) on 
charges of political subversion.11

10  Spencer C. Tucker, ed., Encyclopedia of Insurgency and Counterinsurgency: A New Era of Modern 
Warfare (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2013), 314.
11  ibid.
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One approach to appraising Lê Duẩn’s contributions is from Cheng Guan 
Ang, who accounts for the extant controversial assessments of Duẩn by 
academics and his contemporaries. Between 1956 and 1963, Duẩn was 
widely known as ‘pro-Chinese’, but was later relabelled ‘pro-Soviet’ in 
the debate over the pace of Vietnam’s war efforts.12 Lien-Hang Nguyen, 
by contrast, lionises Lê Duẩn as ‘the architect, main strategist, and 
commander-in-chief of Communist Vietnam’s war effort’,13 the one who, 
in reality, ‘called the shots in Hanoi’,14 particularly during 1967. Sophie 
Quinn-Judge focuses her attention on the ‘Anti-Party Affair’ during which 
Duẩn presided over a purge of senior party and military figures, including 
several of General Võ Nguyên Giáp’s closest supporters.15

Appraisals that are more critical, but nevertheless favourable come from 
Zachary Shore, who highlights Lê Duẩn’s strategic empathy for the 
United States, his ability to grasp ‘the enemy’s sensibility to casualties’ 
and his acumen in understanding the US Government’s ‘vulnerability’. 
Shore contends that Duẩn ‘succeeded in knowing his enemy well’.16 Pierre 
Asselin, meanwhile, notes Lê Duẩn’s importance was primarily in state-
building.17 Several authors point to the group of hardliners led by Duẩn, 
who were responsible for Vietnam suffering a brain drain and economic 
flight; severe hardships, including starvation; and international isolation 
for a decade (1975–85).18 But David Coffey acknowledges the difficulties 
the general secretary faced after 1975 and his contributions:

As the leader of a united Vietnam, Le Duan faced the mammoth 
task  of rebuilding a country ravaged by 35 years of almost 
continuous war. Reconciling opposing ideologies, restoring the 

12  Ang Cheng Guan, The Vietnam War from the Other Side (Abingdon, UK: Routledge Curzon, 
2002), 10.
13  Lien-Hang T. Nguyen, Hanoi’s War: An International History of the War for Peace in Vietnam 
(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2012), 2.
14  Lien-Hang Nguyen, ‘Who Called the Shots in Hanoi?’, The New York Times, 14 February 2017, 
available from: www.nytimes.com/2017/02/14/opinion/who-called-the-shots-in-hanoi.html. 
15  Sophie Qinn-Judge, ‘The Ideological Debate in the DRV and the Significance of the Anti-Party 
Affair, 1967–68’, Cold War History 5(4) (2005): 479–500, doi.org/10.1080/14682740500284838.
16  Zachary Shore, ‘Provoking America: Le Duan and the Origins of the Vietnam War’, Journal of 
Cold War Studies 17(4) (Fall 2015): 86–108, doi.org/10.1162/JCWS_a_00598.
17  Pierre Asselin, ‘Le Duan, the American War, and the Creation of an Independent Vietnamese 
State’, Journal of American–East Asian Relations 10(1–2) (Spring–Summer 2001): 1–27, doi.org/ 
10.1163/ 187656101793645605.
18  Nhan Tri Vo, Vietnam’s Economic Policy Since 1975 (Singapore: ASEAN Economic Research 
Unit, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1990), Chs2–3; Frederick Z. Brown, ‘Vietnam Since 
the War (1975–1995)’, The Wilson Quarterly 19(1) (1995): 64–87; Shelton Woods, ‘Việt Nam in the 
Twenty-first Century’, Education About Asia 23(3) (2018): 40–47. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/14/opinion/who-called-the-shots-in-hanoi.html
http://doi.org/10.1080/14682740500284838
http://doi.org/10.1162/JCWS_a_00598
http://doi.org/10.1163/187656101793645605
http://doi.org/10.1163/187656101793645605
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economy, and feeding the people of Vietnam all posed major 
obstacles, and he dealt with these to varying degrees of success. 
A devoted Marxist, he maintained close ties with the Soviet Union, 
a relationship that he solidified with the signing of the Friendship 
Treaty in 1978.19

Last, and most importantly for our purposes, Tuong Vu was the first 
scholar to look deeply into Lê Duẩn’s ideological contributions to the 
Vietnamese revolution. Vu wisely translated into English Duẩn’s signature 
concept of the ba dòng thác cách mạng as the ‘three revolutionary tidal 
waves’,20 rather than the ‘three revolutionary currents’, as political scientist 
Carlyle Thayer had termed it in 1984.21 However, Vu and all the above 
scholars have hitherto failed to trace both the origin and the purpose of 
the concept.22 As a result, he and those who preceded him somewhat 
overlook the impact of this notion on the overall ideological development 
of the Vietnamese communists through the three Indochina wars.

An inseparable organ of world revolution
After his release from prison in the wake of the 1945 August Revolution, 
Lê Duẩn became a trusted associate of ICP leader Hồ Chí Minh. The First 
Indochina War broke out shortly afterwards. To resist the French—the 
first Euro-American enemy in Vietnam’s long history of wars of patriotic 
resistance against foreign invasion (particularly against ruling dynasties 
in today’s China)—Vietnam’s revolutionaries needed popular support at 
home and abroad.

19  Coffey, in Encyclopedia of Insurgency and Counterinsurgency, 315.
20  Tuong Vu, Vietnam’s Communist Revolution: The Power and Limits of Ideology (New York, 
NY: Cambridge University Press, 2017), Ch.7; Tuong Vu, ‘In the Service of World Revolution: 
Vietnamese Communists’ Radical Ambitions through the Three Indochina Wars’, Journal of Cold 
War Studies 21(4) (Fall 2019): 4–30, doi.org/10.1162/jcws_a_00905.
21  Carlyle Thayer, ‘Vietnamese Perspectives on International Security: Three Revolutionary 
Currents’, in Asian Perspectives on International Security, Donald McMillen, ed. (London: Macmillan, 
1984), 57–76.
22  Vu (‘In the Service of World Revolution’) claims ‘the 1960s’ is when North Vietnamese leaders 
first mentioned the concept (p.11), while he specifies 1965 as the starting point in Vietnam’s Communist 
Revolution (p.201). He does not cite any sources. Moreover, Lê Duẩn is not clearly or directly 
acknowledged as the author of this concept in either publication. Meanwhile, Thayer (‘Vietnamese 
Perspectives on International Security’, p.65) mentions several times that Duẩn’s advocacy for this 
political theory began in 1970. As shown in this chapter, the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ appeared 
for the first time in a July 1967 letter from Duẩn to his comrades in South Vietnam. 

http://doi.org/10.1162/jcws_a_00905
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Under Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) President Hồ’s leadership, 
the logic of Indochinese revolution in general and Vietnamese revolution 
in particular had two foundational principles. First, độc lập dân tộc gắn 
liền với chủ nghĩa xã hội (‘the struggle for national independence must 
go hand-in-glove with the socialist development’). Second, through 
the creative adaptation and application of Marxism-Leninism to the 
Indochinese context, Vietnamese revolutionaries must use the nhân tố 
quốc tế (‘international factor’)—that is, foreign support. In his signature 
friendly, rural tone, Hồ once famously said: ‘Whoever in the world wishes 
to conduct a revolution is a comrade of the Annam people.’23 He also 
explained the importance of organic coherence between all revolutions 
and the need for cooperation between all revolutions globally:

If Annam’s nationalist revolution succeeds, French capitalism will 
be weakened. If the French capitalism is weakened, French workers 
and peasants will easily conduct their class revolution. And if the 
French workers and peasants succeed, Annam will then be free. 
Therefore, Annam revolution and French revolution must contact 
each other24 … If Annam wants to conduct a successful revolution, 
without question, it must rely on the Third International.25

As someone who was deeply influenced by Hồ’s ideas, Lê Duẩn upheld 
both these principles from the very beginning of his long political career. 
Duẩn particularly emphasised these two tasks once he was chosen by Hồ 
to lead Hanoi’s prosecution of the war of resistance against US forces. 
During the 1940s, he directed Việt Minh efforts in French Cochinchina 
(South Vietnam) while he continued to work in the VCP’s headquarters.

Lê Duẩn continued to emphasise the importance of national and 
international situations in achieving true freedom for Vietnam. In a 1949 
speech, he asserted that among extant socioeconomic classes in Vietnam, 
only the proletarians equipped with a true lập trường dân tộc (‘national 
outlook’) and a correct lập trường quốc tế (‘international outlook’) could 
bring about genuine independence.26 Although the national outlook was 

23  ‘Quốc tế Cứu tế đỏ [International Red Aid]’, excerpts from ‘Đường Cách mệnh [Revolutionary 
Path]’, [1927], in Hồ Chí Minh, Hồ Chí Minh Toàn tập [Complete Works of Hồ Chí Minh. Volume 2] 
(Hà Nội: Chính trị Quốc gia, 2011), 329.
24  ‘Cách mệnh [Revolution]’, in ibid., 287.
25  ‘Quốc tế [Communist International]’, in Minh, Complete Works of Hồ Chí Minh, 312.
26  ‘Đảng Cộng sản Đông Dương và cách mạng Việt Nam [Indochinese Communist Party and 
Vietnamese Revolution]’, in Lê Duẩn, Một vài đặc điểm của cách mạng Việt Nam [Some Characteristics 
of Vietnamese Revolution] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1959), 29–38. This collection includes the important 
speeches by Lê Duẩn throughout 1949.
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vital to resisting the French and all other imperialists, the international 
outlook helped to unite every possible force in the world—the most 
heartfelt allies—to vanquish imperialism. These two outlooks then formed 
the nhiệm vụ dân tộc (‘national duty’) and nhiệm vụ quốc tế (‘international 
duty’) of the ICP.27

In another speech that same year, Duẩn further specified how these 
characteristics of the Vietnamese revolution were linked intrinsically and 
inextricably:

The national and international characteristics of Vietnamese 
revolution are self-explanatory. Without a clear international 
outlook, Vietnam’s national revolution could not succeed. 
Meanwhile, without a nationalist feature and a firm, genuine 
patriotic standpoint, success is also out of the hands of the 
Vietnamese revolutionaries.

That which is similarly obvious is the correlation between these 
two characteristics. Vietnam’s revolution for national liberation 
must assume all the difficulties caused by the international 
and domestic contexts. At the same time, it ought to take full 
advantage of its domestic, internal situation and the revolutionary 
movement all over the world.28

Evidently, Lê Duẩn was firm in his conviction about the importance and 
distinctness of the Vietnamese revolution. He also recognised that the 
Vietnamese revolution played no small role in the general development 
of global revolution, which indeed preoccupied his mind as soon as the 
First Indochina War broke out. In October 1950, for instance, he stated 
unequivocally that the Vietnamese revolution had not materialised purely 
as an outcome of the democratic movement against fascism that was 
rampant elsewhere during and after World War II. He also criticised the 
notion that a global ‘détente moment’ was soon to come.29

27  ibid.
28  ibid., 26.
29  ‘Thế tiến công của cách mạng vô sản sau chiến tranh thế giới thứ hai [The Offensive Posture of 
Proletarian Revolution after World War Two]’, Trích bài Ý kiến về bản dự thảo ‘kiểm điểm chính sách 
chung’ viết tháng Mười 1950 [Excerpt from the ‘Commentary on “General Policy Review”’ written 
in October 1950], in Lê Duẩn, Về những vấn đề quốc tế [On International Issues] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 
1965), 7–9.
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To Lê Duẩn, the reason for the ICP’s stalling and errors in policy was its 
leadership simply could not provide a correct assessment of the global 
situation after World War II—not unlike some communist parties 
elsewhere. He surmised that, unlike during the post–World War I period, 
democratic and independent movements were rising all over the globe 
while the capitalist world was weakening. This was all due to the significant 
growth of the Soviet Union after 1945 under Joseph Stalin’s leadership. 
In this context, Duẩn pleaded, the proletarian revolution ought to make use 
of its own preponderance to attack capitalism. As a result, the ‘temporary 
détente’ of the previous period had ended and now was the time for 
Vietnam’s revolution to ride the forward momentum to independence.30 
Indeed, to Duẩn, Vietnam’s revolutionary war represented part of this ‘first 
wave’ of the rising tide of world revolution, rather than simply an outcome 
of far-flung international events. In fact, Vietnam’s revolution belonged 
to the ‘proletarian movement that is constantly attacking and wiping out 
capitalism’, he maintained.31 As such, Duẩn rejected the ‘passive attitude’ 
and tactics of the Vietnamese revolution that were markers of this period in 
the ICP’s leadership of the independence movement, and instead advocated 
for a more ‘proactive’ attitude. This strong stance was strengthened in the 
1960s, as this section discusses further.

Once Lê Duẩn was elected to membership of the Đảng Lao động Việt 
Nam (Vietnamese Workers’ Party, VWP) Politburo in 1951—though his 
deputy Lê Đức Thọ replaced him so he could move to the North—his 
writings established him as a major contributor to VWP strategy. After 
the 1954 Geneva Conference accords divided Vietnam along the vĩ tuyến 
17 (‘seventeenth parallel’), Duẩn returned to South Vietnam, where he 
again served as secretary of the Xứ Ủy Nam Bộ (Central Committee for 
the Southern Region). In August 1956 in Saigon, he finished writing 
Đề cương cách mạng miền Nam (‘Tenets of the Revolution in the South’), 
which argued it was time to complement the political struggle in South 
Vietnam with direct military action from the North. His treatise, which 
the VWP Politburo adopted in late 1959, later informed the guidelines of 
Resolution 15 that allowed Vietnamese in the South to resist repression by 
the Ngô Đình Diệm government. In this ‘credo for a new struggle’ in the 

30  ibid.
31  ibid.
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South, fighters no longer took ‘political struggle’ as their line of action, 
but instead adopted more violent tactics. Duẩn’s position within the party 
was thus significantly enhanced thanks in no small part to this writing. 

At the Third VWP Congress in September 1960, when Duẩn officially 
became first secretary, the structure of the Vietnamese chiến tranh nhân 
dân (‘people’s war’) for national reunification was officially formulated as 
having two fronts. The congress was also important for Duẩn regarding 
his position within the party: he succeeded Hồ as the VWP’s de facto 
leader even though the latter remained chairman (his deteriorating health 
led to the expansion of Duẩn’s role in the decision-making process in 
Hanoi). After the third congress, Vietnam’s North and South were deep 
in the throes of a violent anti-imperialist war in which the North served 
as the hậu phương lớn (‘great rear’) and the South as the tiền tuyến lớn 
(‘great front’).32 Although socialist revolution continued in the North, the 
South was host to the cách mạng dân tộc-dân chủ (‘national-democratic 
revolution’). A highly practical person, Duẩn strongly believed that 
without vigorous and prompt attacks on the battlefields, the advantage 
would fall into the hands of the enemy.

In December of that year, Lê Duẩn declared that, strategically speaking, 
the revolutionary forces were clearly on the offensive, while the reactionary 
forces of imperialism were on the defensive. However, as the decline and 
collapse of capitalism would not come smoothly, the ‘forces of peace, 
national independence, democracy, and socialism’ must embrace a special 
kind of fighting tactic: a đấu tranh từng bước, từng phần (‘step-by-step, 
part-by-part approach)’.33 Vietnamese revolutionaries ought to point the 
spearhead of their struggle directly at the American imperialists—the đầu 
xỏ (‘ring leaders’) of global imperialism.34 As first secretary, Duẩn believed 
in a watershed moment of world revolution just as much as he envisioned 
a fierce struggle against US imperialist adventurism in Vietnam. Lê Duẩn 
knew the United States was the major force behind the government of 

32  Although the two notions became very popular in Vietnam throughout the war and afterwards, 
it was the first time they were introduced to the Vietnamese population.
33  ‘Tăng cường đoàn kết nhất trí tiến tới những thắng lợi mới [Strengthening Solidarity and Unity 
of Views and Advancing towards Further Successes]’, Trích báo cáo tại Hội nghị lần thứ 3 của Ban 
chấp hành trung ương Đảng Lao động Việt Nam, tháng 12 năm 1960, về Hội nghị đại biểu các 
đảng cộng sản và đảng công nhân tháng 11 năm 1960 ở Mát-scơ-va [Excerpt from the ‘Report of the 
Meeting of Representatives of the Communist and Workers’ Parties in November 1960 in Moscow’ 
to the Third Session of the VWP Central Committee in December 1960], in Duẩn, On International 
Issues, 27.
34  ibid.
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South Vietnam, and that Washington was sponsoring the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and commanding internal and external 
affairs. As such, Duẩn insisted that the Vietnamese communists’ top 
priority was to reunify the country by frustrating American efforts in 
Vietnam. He therefore decided to invest heavily in VWP strategy in the 
South—the main battlefront. Over the course of the next three years, and 
largely under Duẩn’s direction, the Mặt trận Dân tộc Giải phóng Miền 
Nam Việt Nam (National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, or Việt 
Cộng; established in 1960) initiated a sweeping program of assassinations, 
urban terrorism and accelerated forms of conventional warfare.

Importantly, whereas in the 1950s Lê Duẩn had stressed the link between 
Vietnamese revolution and the larger global struggle, he now sought 
to theorise this connection by recognising the effects of imperialism 
elsewhere in the Global South. The national liberation movement and 
the global struggle for socialism, as promulgated by Duẩn in 1960, were 
closely interrelated and interacting. In fact, the former was an ‘inseparable 
organ’ of the international proletarian revolution. As he averred, at the 
time when socialism was turning the tide against imperialism in many 
countries, the national-democratic revolution was a tiền đề (‘precondition’) 
of socialist revolution.35 The fact he placed primacy on national liberation 
rather than socialist construction indicates Duẩn had some inkling that 
Vietnam’s violent struggle against the Americans would be a prolonged 
one. In December 1963, he reaffirmed and expanded on his thinking in 
this regard:

The characteristic of the national-liberation movement in the 
present era is that the national struggle against imperialism cannot 
be separated from the class struggle within the nation, that is to say, 
the struggle for full national independence is linked organically to 
the struggle for democracy and against the feudal and comprador 
bourgeois forces, against the reactionary forces in the service of 
imperialism, and to the struggle between the two paths—capitalist 
development and non-capitalist development.36

35  ibid., 39. The term ‘precondition’, however, was officially translated into English as ‘premise’ in 
Duẩn, ‘Strengthening Solidarity and Unity of Views and Advancing towards Further Successes’, 40.
36  ‘Một vài vấn đề trong nhiệm vụ quốc tế của Đảng ta [Some Problems Concerning the 
International Tasks of Our Party]’, Bài phát biểu tại Hội nghị Trung ương Đảng lần thứ 9 họp 
vào tháng chạp 1963 [Speech delivered at the 9th session of the VWP Central Committee held in 
December 1963], in Lê Duẩn, Một vài vấn đề trong nhiệm vụ quốc tế của Đảng ta [Some Problems 
Concerning the International Tasks of Our Party] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1964), 30.
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He also emphasised the significance and value of khu vực Á-Phi-Mỹ La-tinh 
(‘Asia, Africa and Latin America’) on the world political map after World 
War II. In his view, these regions were where the revolutionary movement 
was most active. Only in Asia, Africa and Latin America were people 
witnessing all the following: 1) severe conflicts between imperialism and 
suppressed/colonised nations, 2) tense competition among imperialists 
and 3) fierce confrontation between the imperialist camp and the socialist 
bloc.37 As the tide of anti-imperial revolution was on the rise, reactionary 
authorities were relatively weak in these areas, which represented fecund 
ground for enhanced revolutionary activity.

Indeed, in Duẩn’s assessment, the ruling bourgeoisie in many Asian, African 
and Latin American countries differed from their Western European and 
North American counterparts in that they lacked a developed economy, 
a strong politico-cultural base and a capable organisation. This so-called 
Third World region was the ‘weakest link in the chain of imperialism-
capitalism’, he continued.38 For this reason, he averred, the development 
of revolution in these areas could quickly change the balance of power in 
favour of the forces of peace, independence, democracy and socialism. 
Importantly, Duẩn admitted his assessment was not an underestimation 
of the most fundamental conflict of the era—that between capitalism 
and socialism. But apart from the socialist camp, he observed, the most 
profound revolutionary changes of the time were taking place nowhere 
but in Asia, Africa and Latin America. He thus concluded that the 
national-democratic revolutionary movement in these areas had brought 
about ‘the most momentous upheavals’ in the world.39

The three revolutionary tidal waves
After the 2 August 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident, US combat troops 
began to dispatch to South Vietnam and, from 1965, US Marines 
and air forces deployed in North Vietnam. The Indochina War had 
now expanded to the whole country. The rapid sequence of events and 
subsequent US  response  drew international attention to Vietnam, and 
support for Hanoi against US imperialism flowed from the Soviet Bloc, 

37  ibid., 26.
38  ibid., 34.
39  ibid.
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many Third World nations and even some US allies. After successfully 
binding the Vietnamese revolution to its international body in the 1950s, 
it was now high time for Lê Duẩn to fully develop the concept of the 
‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ and take advantage of international 
attention and support. Duẩn introduced the concept in a July 1967 letter 
to the Khu Ủy Sài Gòn–Gia Định (Saigon–Gia Định Communist Party 
Regional Committee):40

Today’s era is the era of the proletarian revolution that reached its 
climax after World War II, the era of the three revolutionary tidal 
waves on their offensive against imperialism, driving it back step by 
step, overthrowing it bit by bit, and eventually inflicting a total 
defeat on it so as to realise the transition [quá đđ] from capitalism 
to socialism on a global scale.41

But it was not until late 1967 that Duẩn clearly listed these ‘tidal waves’ 
in an article written on the fiftieth anniversary of the October Revolution. 
They included the following three components: 1) the global socialist 
revolutionary movement; 2) the workers’ movement in capitalist countries; 
and 3) national liberation movements in colonised countries, with Vietnam 
as the vanguard. Although these ‘waves’ may play out somewhat differently 
across the diverse range of countries and historical situations, together, 
they comprised the three ‘marvellous waves’ of socialist revolution of the 
era. The goal was to rescue humankind from the ‘capitalist orbit’ and to 
return humanity to the path to socialism.42

In previous decades, the focus of communists worldwide had been 
squarely on the first ‘wave’: the construction of socialism and communism 
globally. But the emergence of second and third ‘waves’ after World War 
II, Duẩn contended, determined the historical trajectory of the present 
era. According to his analysis, if the national liberation movement in 
colonised countries caused damage to the rearguard—specifically, the 

40  Located in Bến Tre Province, the regional committee was coded as ‘T4’ and ‘Y4’ bases, serving 
as the nerve-centre commanding the resistance activities of the vast Saigon–Gia Định area from July 
1969 to October 1970.
41  ‘Gửi Khu Ủy Sài Gòn-Gia Định, ngày 1/7/1967 [Letter to Saigon–Gia Định Regional Committee, 
1 July 1967]’, in Lê Duẩn, Thư vào Nam [Letters to the South] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1985), 159. Emphasis 
added.
42  ‘Hăng hái tiến lên dưới ngọn cờ vĩ đại của cách mạng tháng Mười [Advance Fervently under 
the Great Flag of the October Revolution]’, Bài viết nhân dịp kỷ niệm lần thứ 50 cuộc Cách mạng 
xã hội chủ nghĩa tháng Mười vĩ đại, tháng 11 năm 1967 [Article written on the 50th anniversary of 
great socialist October revolution in November 1967], in Lê Duẩn, Hăng hái tiến lên dưới ngọn cờ vĩ 
đại của cách mạng tháng Mười [Advance Fervently under the Great Flag of the October Revolution] (Hà 
Nội: Sự thật, 1969), 25–26.
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storage depot of imperialist capitalism—the workers’ movement could 
strike at the core of capitalism: chính quốc (‘the metropolis’).43 Duẩn went 
further, arguing that where the national liberation movement had united 
the ‘three waves’, revolutionary tendencies would crystallise, the defensive 
line of capitalism would be most vulnerable and the revolutionary forces 
could take the offensive.44

Accordingly, the significance of the third ‘wave’ to the global socialist 
revolution became even more important once US troops had landed on 
Vietnamese soil, and its development coincided with major intraparty 
decisions. In one of Lê Duẩn’s letters to the Trung ương Cục miền Nam 
(Central Office for South Vietnam, COSVN)—the North Vietnamese 
political and military headquarters in South Vietnam—he intimated that 
Vietnam was the epicentre, where all three waves coalesced:

It is only in Vietnam that the three revolutionary waves fully 
converged. Here in our country, the three tides do not run apart 
but flow into a common fall. As a result, it is by no chance that 
the American imperialists chose Vietnam as the major target of its 
global efforts to demolish the [Vietnamese] movement of national 
liberation.45 

Lê Duẩn sought to achieve several goals when he sent this letter to VWP 
comrades in the South. First, he underlined the importance and loftiness 
of the Vietnamese people’s struggle against the Americans. Second, he 
asked his comrades in South Vietnam to be patient and encouraged them 
to endure a protracted war against this powerful enemy. Third, and most 
importantly, he consolidated the belief among his comrades in South 
Vietnam that Vietnam had a distinct, unparalleled might that would help 
it win the war and reunify the country. He sought to strengthen belief and 
confidence among his fellow Vietnamese in maintaining their prolonged 
and arduous struggle against the US military.

As for major decisions within the VWP, 1967 was a challenging time 
for the party leadership, including Duẩn, but also a watershed in the 
Vietnam War. In the summer of that year, Duẩn disagreed with General 

43  ibid. 
44  Trần Nhâm, Lê Duẩn–Trường Chinh: Hai nhà lí luận xuất sắc của cách mạng Việt Nam [Lê 
Duan–Trường Chinh: Two Excellent Ideologues of Vietnamese Revolution] (Hà Nội: Chính trị Quốc 
gia, 2002), 56. Trần Nhâm was a secretary of Trường Chinh (Lê Duẩn’s successor in 1986) and later 
became a Marxist political scientist known for his works on the two former party secretaries.
45  ibid.
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Võ Nguyên Giáp and other VWP leaders over the plan for the 1968 Tết 
Offensive. He successfully stamped out internal tensions by eliminating 
several senior party and military figures. On Hồ’s death in September 
1969, Lê Duẩn became the undisputed leader of the party and the North 
Vietnamese Government and, in February 1970, the party secretary 
published one of his most celebrated works.

Compulsory reading for a generation of North Vietnamese college 
students,46 Lê Duẩn’s 1970 Dưới lá cờ vẻ vang của Đảng vì độc lập, tự do, 
vì chủ nghĩa xã hội, tiến lên giành những thắng lợi mới (‘Under the Glorious 
Flag of the Party for Independence, Freedom and Socialism, Let Us Advance 
and Achieve New Victories’) summarised the international situation since the 
end of World War II in three main parts. First, Duẩn wrote that socialism 
extended well beyond a country’s bounds as it was an international, not 
solely a national, system. With each victorious resistance against capitalism, 
socialist countries proved socialism was a ‘decisive factor in the development 
of the human society’, the ‘bastion of revolution’ and the ‘pillar preserving 
world peace’.47 Second, he stressed the unprecedented, powerful struggle 
of tens of millions of the working masses and labouring people constituted 
a mighty force against capitalism that had hit hard the ‘reactionary rule of 
the state-monopolising capitalists [tư bản lũng đoạn nhà nước] and their 
warlike policy’ right in its sào huyệt (‘den’).48 Third, under the influence of 
socialism, the national liberation movement had ‘developed monumentally 
not only in terms of quantity, but also in terms of quality’.49 The powerful 
revolt of the national liberation movements in Asian, African and Latin 
American countries had resulted in the disintegration of most colonial 
systems of enslavement. The movement was now continuing its struggle 
to break the chains of imperialism, old and new, striking decisively at its 
rearguard. In Duẩn’s view, these three big currents converged into a socialist 
revolutionary high tide that would draw all humanity into the ‘orbit of 
socialism’ and he encouraged people in different countries to unite and 
advance to complete the transition to socialism.50 

46  During the first half of the 1970s, the main contents and key assessments of this work dominated 
the exam questions of college students in North Vietnam, especially the qualifying exams for graduation.
47  ‘Tăng cường đoàn kết, đẩy mạnh đấu tranh vì hoà bình, độc lập dân tộc, dân chủ và chủ 
nghĩa xã hội [Strengthening Solidarity, Boosting the Struggle for Peace, National Independence, 
Democracy and Socialism]’, in Lê Duẩn, Dưới lá cờ vẻ vang của Đảng vì độc lập, tự do, vì chủ nghĩa xã 
hội, tiến lên giành những thắng lợi mới [Under the Glorious Flag of the Party for Independence, Freedom 
and Socialism, Let Us Advance and Achieve New Victories] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1970), 155.
48  ibid. 
49  ibid.
50  ibid., 157.
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Lê Duẩn also regarded American intervention in Vietnam as an important 
part of its global imperialist strategy. The American initiation of war after 
the conclusion of the French–Việt Minh war (1946–54) demonstrated 
that the US Government and policymakers held evil ambitions for 
Vietnam, not the least of which was to repulse socialism. In using Vietnam 
as a laboratory in which to test its anti-socialist strategies, invasive war 
tactics and new weapons, Washington also intended to ‘suppress the 
revolutionary movement and prepare for a global war’.51 The Vietnamese 
people’s war of resistance was therefore a pinnacle of the global struggle 
against US imperialism. It played a crucial role as the host site in which to 
resolve the world’s ‘principal contradictions’ of the times, and contribute 
to the protection of socialism, national independence and peace. Duẩn 
also concluded that Vietnam provided encouragement to the struggle for 
freedom, justice, human dignity and people’s rights to life worldwide.52

As a result, the Vietnamese people were truly proud to be the chiến sĩ xung 
kích (‘strike force soldiers’) at the forefront of the global revolutionary 
struggle against American imperialists—humanity’s most dangerous 
enemy. Duẩn stated fervently that Vietnamese committed to strain every 
nerve to defeat the invasion of US imperialists and their lackeys and to 
bring the war to final victory in fulfilment of their ‘sacred national duty as 
well as lofty international duty’.53 Apart from the strategy’s original goal 
of spurring on the Vietnamese communists in the mid-1960s, Lê Duẩn 
also sought to justify the ‘offensiveness’ (that is, aggressiveness) of Hanoi’s 
war effort when he decided to fully develop and publicise the ‘three 
waves’ strategy to the country in the early 1970s. From this point, the 
keyword ‘offensive’ accompanied the concept in each of Duẩn’s attempts 
to promulgate his ‘three tidal waves’ strategy.

Two months later, in an essay written on the one-hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of V.I. Lenin, Lê Duẩn reaffirmed these ‘three tidal waves’ 
(as ‘three new elements’) would ‘determine the development of the whole 
human society’.54 It was on this occasion that he developed the notion 
of sức mạnh tổng hợp (‘aggregate strength’), which he and the VWP 
promoted later as one of his signature theories and strategies to swing the 

51  ibid., 159
52  ibid., 160.
53  ibid. 
54  Lê Duẩn, Chủ nghĩa Lênin soi sáng mục tiêu Cách mạng của thời đại [Leninism Sheds Lights on 
the Revolutionary Goals of the Era] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1970), 19–21. 
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war in Vietnam’s favour.55 According to Duẩn, the three waves converged 
to create an ‘aggregate strength’ of the era’s proletarian revolution.56 
These converged waves combined with the peaceful movement so a new 
balance of power could form globally and signal the revolutionary forces 
were winning against the warmongers.57 He concluded that the strategic 
offensive posture of the revolutionary and peaceful forces of the time had 
been premised on this strong foundation.58

Victory of the aggregate strength  
of the era
On the signing of the January 1973 Paris Peace Accords that stipulated 
the US withdrawal from South Vietnam and ended American bombings 
of the North, Hanoi announced the Vietnamese communists’ victory 
in the protracted diplomatic struggle against Washington. Because the 
Vietnamese communists considered diplomacy a key front alongside 
the political and military ones, they proudly declared their fulfilment 
of the first strategic goal of đánh cho Mỹ cút (‘expelling the American 
invaders’). The peace agreement paved the way for the revolutionary 
forces to overpower their enemies on the battlefield, which in turn 
facilitated their accomplishment of the final goal of đánh cho Ngụy nhào 
(‘overthrowing the puppet regime’). The ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ 
were thus especially prominent in Lê Duẩn’s speeches at various events 
and meetings, as he referenced them to glorify the Vietnamese people’s 
triumph over the mighty imperialist American forces. 

55  In his remarks at the forty-fifth anniversary of the VCP’s establishment on 3 February 1975, 
Duẩn said: ‘Our aggregate strength … [included] combining armed struggle with the political one; 
incorporating uprisings and offensives; launching attacks on three directions [ba mũi giáp công] of 
military, politics and agitprop; on three fronts [ba mặt trận] of politics, military and diplomacy; on 
all three strategic areas [ba vùng chiến lược] of mountainous, rural and urban.’ ‘Diễn văn tại lễ kỷ 
niệm lần thứ 45 ngày thành lập Đảng (3-2-1945 – 3-2-1975) [Remarks at the 45th Anniversary of 
the Party Establishment (3 February 1945 – 3 February 1975)]’, in Lê Duẩn, Lê Duẩn Tuyến tập 
[Complete Works of Lê Duẩn. Volume 2] (Hà Nội: Chính trị Quốc gia, 2008), 1283. Emphasis added. 
He repeated this rhetoric for the rest of his political career whenever he mentioned Vietnam’s ‘recipe 
for victory’. ‘Aggregate strength’ has been discussed in most of the studies of Lê Duẩn’s leadership 
by Vietnamese academics. Some also note Duẩn’s unusual fondness for the number ‘three’ when 
constructing his thoughts; as the third of four children in the family, he was informally called Ba 
(‘three’ in Vietnamese) throughout his life, even by his comrades.
56  Lê Duẩn, Leninism Sheds Lights on the Revolutionary Goals of the Era, 25.
57  ibid. 
58  ibid. 
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In his February 1974 address to the Labour Union of Vietnam, Lê Duẩn 
reaffirmed the Vietnamese revolution remained the ‘integral component’ 
of world revolution through its close association with ‘all three proletarian 
revolutionary tidal waves of the present time’.59 By taking advantage of 
the general offensive posture of world revolution, and in exploiting the 
aggregate strength of the era’s revolutionary high tides, the Vietnamese 
resistance gained the upper hand in the fight against the American 
imperialists. In turn, Duẩn reasoned, the Vietnamese people’s victory 
contributed further to the three waves of revolution because: 1) it further 
consolidated socialism’s position globally, 2) it strongly supported the anti-
imperialist struggle of Third World nations and 3) it contributed to the 
enhancement of the working class and labouring people’s revolutionary 
struggle within capitalist countries.60 Together with these waves, the initial 
victory of the Vietnamese resistance ‘further deepened the crisis within the 
imperialist system’.61 US-led global imperialism had thus suffered a ‘severe 
decline’, whereas the global revolutionary forces’ offensive was trending 
upward and gaining strength.62

Lê Duẩn also delivered an important speech in front of senior VWP cadres 
in which he raised philosophical questions about the ‘three waves’ strategy 
and proposed some novel solutions. As Duẩn now pointed out, Hanoi’s 
diplomatic achievements in Paris had signalled the transformation of the 
international stage of the ‘three waves’:

1. U.S. imperialist, the world ‘gendarme’ [sen đđn] had fallen 
into a sharp decline and its position on the international arena 
had decreased drastically;

2. Never before had the imperialist camp encountered such a 
severe conflict with effects felt across the U.S. and its allies in 
Japan and Western Europe;

3. Never before were the three revolutionary tidal waves more 
fierce and powerful.63

59  ‘Giai đoạn mới của cách mạng và nhiệm vụ công đoàn [A New Phase of Revolution and Tasks 
of the Union]’, Bài nói tại Đại hội Công đoàn Việt Nam lần thứ III, ngày 11/2/1974 [Speech at the 
Third Congress of the Labour Union, 11 February 1974], in Lê Duẩn, Cách mạng xã hội chủ nghĩa ở 
Việt Nam [Socialist Revolution in Vietnam] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1976), 539.
60  ibid., 539–40. 
61  ibid., 540.
62  ibid.
63  ‘Bài nói tại Hội nghị phổ biến nghị quyết của Quân Ủy Trung ương cho cán bộ cao cấp, 
ngày 25/4/1974 [Speech at the Conference Disseminating the Resolutions of the Party Central 
Committee’s Military Commission for Senior Cadres, 25 April 1974]’, in Duẩn, Complete Works of Lê 
Duẩn, 1182–83. Emphasis added.
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Now facing unfavourable changes in the balance of power, especially after 
its withdrawal from Vietnam, Washington, Duẩn asserted, was seeking 
a ‘temporary détente’ with Beijing and Moscow to concentrate its attacks 
on small revolutionary states. He highlighted such a détente as the fruit 
of the offensive strategy taken by the world revolutionary forces, rather 
than the outcome of some ‘clever schemes’.64 Strategically speaking, 
the world revolution, in his assessment, ‘is still on the offensive; and it 
should hold the offensive by all three revolutionary tidal waves, instead of 
employing a peaceful offensive or détente strategy’.65

In the latter half of his speech, Lê Duẩn stressed the equal importance 
of each wave of revolution, beginning with the ‘extremely significant’ role 
played by the socialist system. Despite the 1960 Sino-Soviet Split, the 
socialist camp persisted and even held the kind of power ‘that frightened 
the imperialists’.66 Absent the socialist system, Lê Duẩn argued, a small 
and weak country such as socialist Cuba could not exist and stand firm 
against its more powerful neighbour, the United States. But this was just 
one leg of a tripod. The revolutionary movement of the working masses 
in developed countries, he asserted, would decide the ‘future collapse of 
capitalism’.67 He asked, if the socialist camp could not export revolution, 
who other than the workers of capitalist countries would overthrow 
capitalism? Equally important was the revolutionary movement in 
Third World nations, which Duẩn reasoned would be the ‘immediate 
factor’ in deciding whether the colonial system—the reserve source of 
imperialism—would collapse completely.68 He concluded that each 
‘wave’ played its own decisive part, and all three waves ‘were deciding 
the main content, essential methods, and the prime characteristics of the 
development of world history’.69

In late 1974, when the VWP planned its final assaults from Hanoi, Party 
Secretary Duẩn encouraged his comrades in the South to prepare themselves 
psychologically. He sent a letter to COSVN Commander Phạm Hùng70 
in which he stressed that comrades in the South must clearly understand 
the Vietnamese forces’ great capabilities and mobilisational capacity that 

64  ibid., 1185.
65  ibid. 
66  ibid., 1186.
67  ibid., 1187.
68  ibid. 
69  ibid. 
70  Code name Bảy Cường, the commissar to the command of the Hồ Chí Minh Campaign that 
ended the Vietnam War.
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were necessary to develop the ‘aggregate strength’ to win the war against 
the Americans.71 He emphasised, first, Hanoi’s ‘decisive’ importance and 
contribution to the last stretches of the war. Duẩn now reasoned that 
although the people’s national-democratic revolution in the South and the 
socialist revolution in the North joined as one, the most decisive strength 
indeed came from the North (the rearguard). In  his appraisal, when 
the war ended, the pivotal, decisive role played by the rearguard in the 
North would be even more pronounced. Not only would the Vietnamese 
communists mobilise political and military forces in the South, they also 
would commit elite forces, strategic reserves and abundant resources from 
Hanoi to win this decisive battle. He then assessed that Vietnam’s might 
came from the combination of the ‘two flags’ of national independence 
and socialism and the three revolutionary tidal waves of the era.72 As a 
result, the Vietnamese people’s war of resistance received great support 
from fraternal socialist countries and progressives across the globe. This, 
Duẩn concluded, was ultimately one of the firm guarantees for Vietnam’s 
ultimate victory.

On the long-awaited fall of Saigon, Lê Duẩn’s confidence in his now-
successful signature strategy was confirmed and he fixed his eyes on the 
horizon. In his remarks at the 15 May 1975 victory ceremony in Hanoi, 
the party secretary stated proudly that Vietnam was where the most severe 
clash in history had occurred. The combatants in this war, as everyone 
knew by then, were the warlike, stubborn imperialist invaders and their 
strong economic and military forces and the people’s forces of national 
independence, democracy and socialism, with Vietnam as the đội xung 
kích (‘strike team’).73 The Vietnamese victory represented a monumental 
international moment and was therefore symbolic of the era. As Duẩn 
described, ‘it demonstrates that the three revolutionary tidal waves of our 
time are on the offensive’.74 For the first time, too, Duẩn initiated what 
became one of his most common formulae for the Vietnamese forces’ 

71  ‘Thư gửi đồng chí Bảy Cường về kết luận của Hội nghị Bộ Chính trị, ngày 10/10/1974 [Letter 
to Comrade Bảy Cường about the Conclusion of the Politburo Conference, 10 October 1974]’, 
in Duẩn, Letters to the South, 366.
72  ibid. 
73  Lê Duẩn, ‘Dân tộc ta có đủ tinh thần và nghị lực, sức mạnh và tài năng, biến nước ta thành 
một nước văn minh, giàu mạnh [Our Nation Has Adequate Moral Fortitude, Power and Talent 
in Making Vietnam a Civilised, Prosperous Country]’, Diễn văn trong buổi lễ mừng chiến trắng, 
ngày 15/5/1975 [Speech at the victory ceremony, 15 May 1975], in Đảng Cộng sản Việt Nam 
[Vietnamese Communist Party (hereinafter VCP)], Văn kiện Đảng toàn tập [Complete Collection of 
Party Documents]. Volume 36: 1975 (Hà Nội: Chính trị Quốc gia, 2004), 212.
74  ibid. 
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historic victory: the combination of sức mạnh dân tộc (‘national strength’) 
and the sức mạnh thời đại (‘strength of the era’)—that is, ‘combining 
internal forces with international forces to cultivate a marvellous aggregate 
strength to fight against America and triumph’.75 

In December 1976, the renamed Đảng Cộng sản Việt Nam (Vietnamese 
Communist Party, VCP) held the Fourth Party Congress—its first after 
16 years of war and civil strife. At this landmark meeting, the ‘three 
revolutionary tidal waves’ officially became a nhận thức tập thể (‘collective 
understanding’) of the organisation and the country. From this moment, 
the strategy became the VCP’s official guideline and represented its view 
of sự vận động của thế giới (‘global dynamics’) since World War II and 
continuing after 1975. As the congress’s resolution proclaimed: 

The strength of our era is the aggregate strength of the three 
revolutionary tidal waves … Based on such power of the three 
waves and a constant, sound deployment of the offensive 
strategy, the working masses from all countries will advance the 
revolutionary high tide to a new development, achieving greater 
victories in the struggle for the lofty objectives of the era.76

Now the general secretary of the newly established Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam (SRV), Lê Duẩn read the VCP Central Committee’s political 
report. He stated: ‘In the collective offensive of the three revolutionary 
tidal waves in the world, four objectives of the era—peace, national 
independence, democracy and socialism—closely intertwined.’77 Earlier 
in August, the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs had given its 
assessment of the global situation: ‘The three revolutionary tidal waves 
developed profoundly and took full advantage of the strategic offensive 
… Vietnam has become a strong force with [a] remarkable international 

75  ibid., 213. Kết hợp sức mạnh dân tộc với sức mạnh thời đại (‘combining national strength with the 
strength of the era’) appeared in all the reports of the party congresses from the fourth in December 
1976 until the thirteenth in January 2021. The formula indeed became a guideline for the VCP 
in dealing with any complex situation, from the 1986 Đổi Mới policy to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, two financial crises, globalisation and, most recently, the Fourth Industrial Revolution.
76  ‘Nghị quyết của Đại hội đại biểu toàn quốc lần thứ IV của Đảng, ngày 20/12/1976 [Resolution 
of the Fourth Party Congress, 20 December 1976]’, in VCP, Complete Collection of Party Documents. 
Volume 37: 1976, 1039–40.
77  ‘Báo cáo chính trị của Ban chấp hành Trung ương Đảng tại Đại hội đại biểu toàn quốc lần 
thứ IV do đồng chí Lê Duẩn trình bày, ngày 14/12/1976 [Political Report of the Party Central 
Committee Presented by Comrade Lê Duẩn at the Fourth Party Congress, 14 December 1976]’, in 
VCP, Complete Collection of Party Documents. Volume 37, 471, 485, 489.
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position and role, particularly in the Southeast Asian region.’78 This meant 
the ‘three waves’ strategy had also become the VCP’s official foreign policy, 
which each Vietnamese diplomat ought to learn and apply in service to 
the SRV. 

Although Lê Duẩn’s original goal for the strategy was to add global 
significance and value to Vietnam’s war of resistance against the United 
States, the communist takeover in 1975 had boosted the VCP leadership’s 
confidence in its strategy to the point that the party opted to ‘export’ the 
‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ to the world. Neighbouring communist 
parties in Laos and Cambodia, unsurprisingly, were the first ‘export’ sites 
on Hanoi’s list. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Nguyễn 
Duy Trinh announced in June 1975 to the National Assembly that by 
‘contributing further’ to a ‘new offensive posture’ of the three waves, 
Hanoi was ‘committed to make every effort to fulfill its duties with [the] 
Lao and Cambodian revolutions’.79 The strategy then appeared frequently 
in VCP Politburo resolutions regarding Laos and Cambodia and in 
joint statements between Hanoi, Vientiane and Communist Party of 
Kampuchea (CPK) representatives in Phnom Penh.80

The Soviet Union came next. At an October 1975 mass rally organised 
by workers on a factory production line in Moscow, Lê Duẩn declared 
that by launching their invasion of Vietnam, the US imperialists had 
‘attacked the two biggest revolutionary currents of our times: national 

78  ‘Báo cáo tình hình công tác sáu tháng đầu năm 1976 của Bộ Ngoại giao [The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs’ Report on the Foreign Affairs of the First Six Months of 1976]’, August 1976, Folder 
9833, Phông Phủ Thủ tuống [Collection of the Prime Minister’s Office], Trung tâm Lưu trữ Quốc 
gia III [National Archives III], 1.
79  ‘Kiên trì đường lối quốc tế của Đảng, phát huy thắng lới vĩ đại của dân tộc, đẩy mạnh công 
tác ngoại giao nhằm phục vụ công cuộc xây dựng nước nhà và làm nghĩa vụ quốc tế [Preserving the 
International Line of the Party, Promoting the Great Victory of the Nation, Stepping up Diplomatic 
Work to Serve the Cause of State-Building and Fulfil International Obligations]’, in Báo cáo của 
Chính phủ do ông Nguyễn Duy Trinh, Phó Thủ tướng kiêm Bộ trưởng Bộ Ngoại giao trình bày tại kỳ 
họp thứ nhất, Quốc hội khoá V, ngày 4/6/1975 [Government’s Report Presented by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Nguyễn Duy Trinh at the First Session of the Fifth National Assembly, 4 June 1975], 
Folder 2252, Phông Quốc hội [Collection of the National Assembly], National Archives III.
80  One example is this document: ‘Về tăng cường đoàn kết, giúp đỡ và hợp tác với cách mạng 
Lào trong giai đoạn mới [On Strengthening the Solidarity, Assistance and Cooperation with the 
Lao Revolution in the New Stage]’, Nghị quyết của Bộ Chính trị Số 251-NQ/TW, ngày 30/4/1976 
[Resolution No.251-NQ/TW of the Politburo, 30 April 1976], in VCP, Complete Collection of Party 
Documents. Volume 37, 102–7. The ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ appeared three times in this 
relatively short text. 
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independence and socialism’.81 At a February 1976 event to welcome the 
twenty-fifth congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Duẩn 
noted that a ‘[s]alient feature of today’s world situation is the unstoppable 
growth of the three revolutionary tidal waves of the era … [which have 
merged] into a vigorous revolutionary high tide that is on the offensive’.82 
Somewhat surprising, however, was the fact Vietnam sought international 
support for this concept at the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), a forum 
of Third World nations whose leaders wished to remain neutral in the 
capitalist–socialist rivalry through nonalignment.

In considering their minor individual influence at the US-led United 
Nations General Assembly, participant nations in the NAM made it 
the preeminent diplomatic forum for Hanoi on the international stage 
throughout the Cold War. The NAM was also a favourable place for 
Hanoi at which it could popularise the ‘three waves’ strategy. The August 
1976 Fifth Summit Conference of the NAM in Colombo, Sri Lanka, was 
the SRV’s first appearance as a unified country, and its first opportunity 
to cast itself as champion of the heroic anti–American imperialist struggle. 
After this debut, an editorial in the VCP daily, Nhân Dân (‘People’), 
declared the ‘grand victory’ of the organisation was inseparable from the 
national liberation movement and from ‘all three revolutionary tidal waves 
of the era’.83 The article also urged that ‘only by uniting with each other 
and with the socialist countries and peaceful forces could [the] NAM find 
its source of strength’.84

Three years later, in an address to the Sixth Summit Conference of the NAM 
in Havana, Cuba, SRV Prime Minister Phạm Văn Đồng stated confidently: 
‘Our [the NAM’s] struggle for national independence … is the inevitable 
trend of the era when the three revolutionary tidal waves were rising up like 
violent storms, attacking imperialism and expansionism at different sides.’85

81  ‘Tình hữu nghị Việt–Xô đời đời bền vững như non sông đất nước chúng ta [Vietnam–Soviet 
Friendship is Ever Unshakeable Like Our Homelands]’, Diễn văn tại cuộc mít tinh của công nhân Nhà 
máy sản xuất dây chuyền tự động ở Mát-xcơ-va tháng 10 năm 1975 [Speech at a mass rally organised by 
workers of factory production line in Moscow in October 1975], in Lê Duẩn, Tiến lên dưới ngọn cờ cách 
mạng tháng Mười vĩ đại [Advance Under the October Revolution Great Flag] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1977), 181.
82  ‘Lời chào mừng tại Đại hội lần thứ 25 của Đảng cộng sản Liên-xô (tháng 2 năm 1976) 
[Welcoming Remarks at the 25th Party Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(February 1976)]’, in Duẩn, Advance Under the October Revolution Great Flag, 190.
83  ‘Hội nghị Cô-lôm-bô, thắng lợi rực rỡ của trào lưu chống đế quốc [The Colombo Conference: 
Splendid Victory of the Anti-Imperialist Movement]’, Nhân Dân [People], [Editorial], 21 August 1976, 1.
84  ibid.
85  ‘Thủ tướng Phạm Văn Đồng phát biểu tại Hội nghị cấp cao các nước Không liên kết [Prime 
Minister Phạm Văn Đồng Spoke at the Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Countries]’, Nhân 
Dân [People], 7 September 1979, 3.
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Astonishingly, while propagandising this concept to the NAM, Hanoi 
emphasised the importance of the third ‘wave’ and how tightly it was 
linked to the ‘nature’ of the organisation. To the Vietnamese communists, 
it was correct to say the origin of nonaligned policy was ‘nothing else but 
the determination of certain countries to defend their independence and 
the legitimate right of their own peoples’.86 Although hoping to obtain a 
‘neutral’ stance between socialist and capitalist countries, they reasoned 
that the NAM’s tendency towards the defence of national independence 
against imperialism would gradually grow over time. To conclude, they 
asserted that the national liberation movement (that is, the third wave) 
was the bản chất (‘nature’) of the NAM, and its continuous growth 
reflected ‘the growth of one of the three revolutionary tidal waves of this 
era against imperialism’, with the support of the remaining two.87 

The next step was to put this concept into an official publication, 
which was undertaken by Hoàng Tùng, a member of the VCP Central 
Committee, chairman of the Vietnamese Journalists Association and 
Nhân Dân’s chief editor. In May 1978, Tùng published Thế tiến công của 
ba dòng thác cách mạng (‘The Offensive Posture of the Three Revolutionary 
Tidal Waves’),88 which cited and summarised the important elements 
of Lê Duẩn’s strategy—most notably, its definition, background and 
contribution to the Vietnamese revolution and, vicariously, to world 
revolution. By underlining the ‘offensiveness’ of the three waves, Tùng 
reaffirmed the vitality of the strategy despite newly emerging contentions 
among Asian communists after Vietnam’s 1975 reunification.

The first ‘wave’ in crisis
The late 1970s was host to a series of crises within the communist bloc 
worldwide—specifically, in the former Indochina. In the summer of 1977, 
CPK forces invaded Vietnamese villages in the south-western An Giang 
and Tây Ninh provinces and killed hundreds of civilians as part of the 
their plan to ‘reclaim’ Kampuchea Krom.89 In September, CPK General 

86  Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Phong trào Không Liên kết [The Non-Aligned Movement] (Hà Nội: 
Sự Thật, 1979), 28.
87  ibid., 36.
88  Hoàng Tùng, Thế tiến công của ba dòng thác cách mạng [The Offensive Posture of the Three 
Revolutionary Tidal Waves] (Hà Nội: Sự thật, 1978).
89  Matthew Galway, The Emergence of Global Maoism: China’s Red Evangelism and the Cambodian 
Communist Movement, 1949–1979 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2022), 198, 267n.132.
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Secretary Pol Pot arrived in Beijing for one of the last of several trips to 
Beijing (he had visited in 1965–66 and 1975).90 In the Chinese capital, he 
denounced ‘the Soviet Union, Vietnam and Cuba [who] are cooperating 
to fight us in the border areas’.91 In turn, China promised to support 
Democratic Kampuchea’s efforts ‘in the struggle against imperialism and 
hegemonism’.92 The Vietnamese responded with a large-scale military 
operation in December, after which the CPK in Phnom Penh suspended 
diplomatic relations with Hanoi.

The deterioration of China–SRV relations represented a significant 
obstacle for Lê Duẩn, the VCP and the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’. 
Before the December 1977 counteroffensive, Duẩn led a high-level SRV 
delegation on a visit to China for what became the last friendly direct 
communication between the two sides.93 After 1975, Chinese and 
Vietnamese forces engaged in periodic skirmishes along the disputed 
border between the two countries on land and at sea. In June 1978, 
after Beijing severed its aid agreement with Hanoi and the subsequent 
economic fallout in Vietnam, Hanoi dropped its earlier resistance to 
moving from observer status to full membership of the Soviet-sponsored 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon). Beijing retaliated 
by shuttering Vietnamese consulates and closing its border to Vietnamese 
in July. By November, Duẩn and Phạm Văn Đồng boarded a Soviet 
jet to Moscow for a historic event: the signing of the 25-year Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 
Hanoi would hence receive ‘consultation and assistance’ in the event 
China attacked Vietnam.94

With the normalisation of US–China diplomatic relations on 15 December 
1978, the CPK moved 19 of its divisions to the Vietnamese border, and 
its backers in Beijing militarised China’s southern border with Vietnam. 

90  ibid., 64–70; and Matthew Galway, ‘From Revolutionary Culture to Original Culture and 
Back: On New Democracy and the Kampucheanization of Marxism-Leninism, 1940–1965’, Cross-
Currents: East Asian History and Culture Review (24) (September 2017): 132–58.
91  ‘Hua Guofeng and Pol Pot, September 29, 1977’, in Seventy-Seven Conversations between Chinese 
and Foreign Leaders on the Wars of Indochina, 1964–1977, Odd Arne Westad, Chen Jian, Stein 
Tønnesson, Nguyen Vu Tung and James G. Hershberg, eds (Washington, DC: Woodrow Wilson 
Center Cold War International History Project, 1998), 193.
92  Nayan Chanda, Brother Enemy: The War after the War (San Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1986), 101.
93  Stephen J. Morris, Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia: Political Culture and the Causes of War 
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1999), 184–85.
94  Chang Pao-Min, Kampuchea between China and Vietnam (Singapore: NUS Press, 1985), 189–93. 
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The VCP leadership recognised it could not wait any longer and turned 
the counteroffensive of 1977 to repel CPK forces from Vietnam into 
an invasion of Democratic Kampuchea (CPK-ruled Cambodia) on 
25 December 1978. VCP forces occupied and then captured Phnom Penh 
on 7 January 1979, which effectively ended CPK rule over Cambodia.95 
The Vietnamese occupation of Phnom Penh and total defeat of a Beijing 
ally placed a great deal of pressure, especially from Washington, on 
Beijing to act. The Chinese Communist Party did just that by deploying 
170,000 soldiers to its southern border with Vietnam on 17 February. 
Moscow then quickly militarised its border with China and, by the end of 
the year, Soviet troops had invaded Afghanistan—a move that prompted 
US President Jimmy Carter to support Beijing’s ally in the CPK and to 
denounce the Vietnamese occupation of Phnom Penh.96 To make matters 
worse for the Vietnamese, the longstanding friendship between Vietnam 
and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) also fell 
into aversion and hostility around this time.97 

This sequence of events, especially for those within the Asian communist 
bloc, undoubtedly weakened the first ‘wave’ that was the foundation of 
Lê Duẩn’s ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ strategy. In coping with this 
new hindrance, the Vietnamese communists moved to construct new 
interpretations of Duẩn’s strategy, with Nguyễn Duy Trinh taking the first 
step towards this rebranding effort. In his December 1977 report on the 
global situation to the National Assembly, Nguyễn Duy Trinh repeated 
the VCP’s standpoint of the time:

The post–Vietnam War era marked a new milestone in the world 
history after World War II up to now: the three revolutionary 
tidal waves have developed with a new impetus and strength on a 
global scale … The balance of power is now leaning towards the 
revolutionary side and compared to thirty years ago the offensive 
posture of revolution now generates changes in terms of quality.98

95  Grant Evans and Kelvin Rowley, Red Brotherhood at War: Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos since 
1975 (New York, NY: Verso, 1990), 104–11.
96  Kenton Clymer, ‘Jimmy Carter, Human Rights, and Cambodia’, Diplomatic History 27(2) (April 
2003): 245–78, doi.org/10.1111/1467-7709.00349.
97  Khue Dieu Do, ‘Comrades at Enmity: Pyongyang–Hanoi Split after the Fall of Saigon’, Cold 
War History (2021), doi.org/10.1080/14682745.2021.1923698.
98  ‘Những nét lớn của tình hình thế giới và hoạt động đối ngoại của ta năm 1977 [Main Features 
of the World Situation and Our Diplomatic Activities in 1977]’, Báo cáo của đồng chí Nguyễn Duy 
Trinh tại kỳ họp thứ 3 Quốc hội khoá 6 tháng 12 năm 1977 [Report by Comrade Nguyễn Duy Trinh 
at the Third Session of the Sixth National Assembly in December 1977], Folder 2332, Collection of 
the National Assembly, National Archives III.
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Then, merely a day after Vietnamese troops occupied Phnom Penh and 
10 days before Chinese troops overran Vietnam’s northern provinces, 
a commentary in the People’s Army of Vietnam daily, Quân đội Nhân 
dân (‘National Army’), provided equally puzzling positive assessments of 
the global revolutionary situation. It said the revolutionary movement 
had found its way forward with ‘ceaselessly vigorous growth of the three 
revolutionary tidal waves’ while standing at the ‘centre of the storm’.99 
In total ignorance—wilful or unwitting—of the deterioration of relations 
between Hanoi and some of its nearby ideological allies in 1978, the 
Quân đội Nhân dân nevertheless reckoned world revolution had advanced 
its offensive posture with new victories ‘that frightened the capitalists’.100

After Vietnam, the article continued, the American imperialists faced 
‘unprecedented failure’ and were ‘on the verge of decline’.101 As ‘reactionary 
forces’ were ill equipped to challenge the three waves’ power and halt 
the revolutionary offensive, the United States had implemented an ‘evil, 
cunning plot’ through which it sought to: 1) disunite, sabotage and tarnish 
the prestige and decisive role of the socialist system in the development of 
world revolution; and 2) undermine the convergence of the three waves 
by placing a buffer between them.102 The imperialists were beginning to 
find ways to assemble new forces and gain an efficient ally—the elements 
of bành trướng và bá quyền nước lớn (‘great-power–type expansionism and 
hegemony’)—within the Beijing leadership.103 Sino-American relations 
and the Sino-Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty, argued Quân đội Nhân 
dân, went beyond normal relations between countries because ‘Beijing 
considered anti-expansionism and anti-Soviet [policy] as its diplomatic 
prerequisites’.104 This demonstrated the alliance between the imperialist 
forces and their ‘reactionary friends’ in a scheme to launch an all-out 
offensive against world revolution. The commentary insisted the Soviet 
Union and socialist countries were the most marvellous results of the 
world revolution that had built a reliable base and brought new hope for 
the world’s revolutionary and progressive forces. In the current era, each 
national revolutionary victory was a product not of that nation alone, but 

99  ‘Thế tiến công của cách mạng thế giới phát triển không ngừng [The Offensive Posture of World 
Revolution Develops Ceaselessly]’, Quân đội Nhân dân [National Army], [Commentary], 8 January 
1979, 4.
100  ibid.
101  ibid.
102  ibid. 
103  ibid.
104  ibid.
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‘of the whole era’.105 A complete revolution of national liberation, Quân 
đội Nhân dân maintained, could not be successful if it lacked the support 
and assistance of the Soviet Union and socialist countries.

In the article’s concluding paragraph, Quân đội Nhân dân asserted that 
the convergence of the three revolutionary tidal waves had become 
a  ‘subjective reality’. It was a ‘natural alliance’ of the forces fighting for 
peace, independence, democracy and socialism against imperialist and 
reactionary forces. The article charged that to separate oneself from this 
synergy and think one could ‘become great’ without any support from the 
revolutionary waves was a ‘naive illusion’, a ‘sophism’ that would cause one 
to ‘fall into the hands of imperialist and reactionary forces in reality’.106 
Undoubtedly, these strident criticisms and warnings were directed by 
Quân đội Nhân dân at Beijing.

The next month, chairman Hoàng Quốc Việt read his political report 
at the Fourth Meeting of the Fatherland Front Central Committee, in 
which he declared that in ‘[g]oing against the three revolutionary tidal 
waves of the era, the Beijing reactionary expansionists would not escape 
failure’.107 In short, troubled by wars and hostility—this time with their 
one-time Asian communist comrades-in-arms—the Hanoi leaders could 
not but reaffirm to their people that the first ‘wave’ was standing firm. 
At the same time, they blamed China for resisting the ‘inevitable’ three 
tides of revolution and undermining their union by colluding with the 
Americans. These claims arose during Vietnam’s so-called anti-Chinese 
decade (1979–89), which receded after the fall of communism in Eastern 
Europe, and Hanoi was reconciled with Beijing in 1991.

Conclusion
On 10 July 1986, Lê Duẩn died in Hanoi. Throughout his 40-year 
political career, the party secretary had viewed his home country’s 
struggles against Euro-American imperialism as the driving force of world 

105  ibid.
106  ibid.
107  ‘Khai mạc hội nghị lần thứ Tư Ủy ban Trung ương MTTQ Việt Nam, Đồng chí Hoàng Quốc 
Việt: Bọn phản động bành trướng Bắc Kinh đi ngược ba dòng thác cách mạng của thời đại, nhất định 
không tránh khỏi thất bại [Opening the Fourth Meeting of the Fatherland Front Central Committee, 
Comrade Hoàng Quốc Việt: Going Against the Three Revolutionary Tidal Waves of the Era, the Beijing 
Reactionary Expansionists Are Destined for Defeat]’, Hà Nội Mới [New Hanoi], 27 February 1979, 4. 
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revolution. As such, there was no reason for Vietnamese communists to 
yield any ground, even ideologically. Lê Duẩn’s development of the ‘three 
revolutionary tidal waves’ strategy was thus not purely for propaganda 
purposes, but always with a view towards the bigger picture of global 
socialist revolution.

From its inception, Lê Duẩn’s strategy served as a timely encouragement 
and spiritual inspiration for the Vietnamese people to confidently pursue 
war on all fronts against America. As the vanguard of the third ‘wave’, 
which contained the greatest revolutionary potential, Vietnam’s war for 
national liberation would prove chính nghĩa (‘righteous’). Accordingly, the 
‘strike team’ that led the offensive against imperialism on behalf of the 
world’s people was supported nationally and internationally no matter 
how aggressive their efforts might turn. Hanoi’s offensive campaigns 
at the end of the war were therefore rational and legitimate in the eyes 
of audiences both at home and abroad. If Hồ Chí Minh pioneered the 
VWP/VCP use of the ‘international factor’, Lê Duẩn deserves credit for 
exploiting this potential source of support skilfully and creatively. From the 
late 1970s, the situation in Asia and the world further weakened the role 
of the first ‘wave’, yet highlighted the third wave’s magnitude—a reality 
about which the party secretary was already optimistic when devising the 
‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ strategy.

Since its establishment, Vietnamese socialism has deliberately avoided 
one-person rule through institutionalised collective leadership. Scholars 
of Vietnamese politics and history find it difficult to identify and assess 
the role of and give due credit to certain individuals in the decision-
making processes of the Vietnamese party-state. Nevertheless, as this 
chapter has shown, Lê Duẩn presents a noteworthy case study for his 
development of the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ strategy; his efforts 
to theorise and popularise the strategy were made with domestic and 
international audiences in mind, and with a view towards export abroad. 
Under Duẩn’s leadership, the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ indeed 
became the cause, political line, legitimating factor and ambition of the 
Vietnamese communists for more than two decades. As this chapter has 
sought to show, the ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ prove Lê Duẩn was 
much more than simply a capable war strategist and tactician, as the extant 
literature has often contended. Indeed, the party secretary proved himself 
to be a devoted proletarian-internationalist ideologue and theorist, and 
his ‘three revolutionary tidal waves’ strategy remains one of his most 
prominent legacies.
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