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The rapid expansion of Australia–Japan economic relations in 
the late sixties and throughout the seventies in many ways caught 
Australia unprepared. We had produced few specialists on Japan, 
in economic or other fields, and we had taken no trouble to teach 
Japan something of the realities of life in Australia. It is difficult for 
Japanese who have spent their whole life in a monocultural society 
existing in a compact, densely populated, well watered land to 
imagine the different conditions pertaining in a comparatively dry 
country of vast distances and small population. Particularly since 
the establishment of the Foundation, steps have been taken to 
equip Australians and Japanese to deal more realistically with each 
other. Had these steps been taken earlier, some, perhaps many, 
of the mistakes of the past might have been avoided.1

1  Australia–Japan Foundation (AJF), Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1982–83, 
Parliamentary Paper (PP) No. 45/1984 (Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Service, 1983), 
3. The quotation in the chapter heading is taken from AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 
1984–85, PP  no.  58/1986 (Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Service, 1985), 7. For 
assistance with compiling this essay, I would like to acknowledge Professor Yoichi Kibata, formerly 
of Tokyo University, and Ms Hitomi Toku and Ms Ikuko Kohara, Public Diplomacy section of the 
Australian embassy and the Australia–Japan Foundation, Tokyo.
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It might seem to be merely stating the obvious to assert that education is 
an important dimension of cultural diplomacy for Australia as for many 
other nations. In practice, however, in the division of labour through 
institutional structures within the larger Australian embassies—including 
in Tokyo—and in the distribution of portfolios across government 
ministries, the two areas will often be separated and function in quite 
different domains. The focus of overseas activity in the education portfolio 
is on institutional and research linkages, student exchanges, and, above 
all, the recruitment of international students to Australia. Cultural affairs, 
by contrast, are often focused on one-off headline events such as the visits 
of major arts companies or exhibitions, cultural festivals, international 
sporting events or large-scale programs of promotions and events such as 
that mounted in 2018 under the banner Australia Now throughout Japan.

But cultural diplomacy typically also involves a range of smaller scale, 
often ongoing engagements, which are lower key perhaps but also longer 
lasting in their impacts. These involve activities such as maintaining 
relationships with Australia–Japan friendship associations and sister city 
groups, managing residency programs for artists, writers and scholars, 
promoting Australian expertise in areas as diverse as English language 
teacher training, aged care or surf lifesaving, and, not least, supporting 
the study of Australia in schools and universities.

The last of these—the support of Australian studies broadly defined—
has been a long-term focus of Australian cultural diplomacy in Japan, 
largely through the programs of the Australia–Japan Foundation (AJF) 
but also through initiatives from the Japanese side. Here education and 
cultural diplomacy work hand in hand. The aim on the Australian side 
is the ‘classic’ objective of cultural diplomacy: to build an informed, up-
to-date and positive understanding of Australian culture and society in 
Japan. Its particular significance for Australia is what I have referred to 
elsewhere as the nation’s ‘reputational deficit’.2 Australia has a positive 
image internationally but of a peculiarly limited kind. To some extent 
international travel, global communications and indeed the work of 

2  David Carter, ‘Living with Instrumentalism: The Academic Commitment to Cultural 
Diplomacy’, in Cultural Diplomacy: Beyond the National Interest? ed. Ien Ang, Yudhishthir Raj Isar 
and Phillip Mar (Abingdon: Routledge, 2016), 114–29. This article was also published in a special 
issue of International Journal of Cultural Policy 21, no. 4 (2015): 478–93, doi.org/10.1080/1028663
2.2015.1042470.

http://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2015.1042470
http://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2015.1042470
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Australian agencies have produced change. Perceptions of Australia are no 
longer restricted to tourist images of marsupials and landscape or knowledge 
of Australia as a reliable source of coal and other primary products.

To these clichéd images we might add an increasing awareness of 
Australia as an education destination for students around the world and 
as a continent that is environmentally ‘rewarding’. Among students, 
Australia’s multiculturalism and Indigenous cultures are also points 
of interest. Still, in comparative terms, the positive images which have 
accrued to Australia lack the kind of historical and social dimensions that 
can easily be converted into other forms of prestige or capital—cultural 
prestige, the weight of tradition or the glamour of modernity, or forms of 
leadership or exemplarity. This is a middle power problem, magnified by 
Australia’s regional situation: ‘Australia’s relationship with Asian countries 
is comparatively thin and instrumental, characterised by a major sense 
of cultural distance … a structural disconnect.’3

Allied to the reputational deficit is a kind of ‘distinctiveness deficit’. Apart 
from its Indigenous cultures, it is difficult for Australia to promote an 
Australian culture in the way that French, Chinese, Japanese, Italian or 
even American governments can (whatever mythologies are exploited in 
the process). It is no accident that Indigenous cultures have such a large 
presence in Australia’s cultural diplomacy programs. There is no language 
distinctiveness either of the kind that can justify state-subsidised 
language training institutions such as the Alliance Française or Confucius 
Institutes. The reputational stakes, then, are very different for Australia 
than for these other larger and more prominent nations, arguably giving 
education about Australia a much greater significance within the broad 
range of public diplomacy activities in Japan and elsewhere.

The present chapter examines the history of Australian studies in Japan 
within this challenging context, above all in the university sector but also 
with mention of the critical work done in the Japanese school system 
around developing new knowledge of Australia. The broad history of 
Australian studies in Japan is then focused in the second part of the 
chapter on the story of the position in Australian studies, now a visiting 
professorship, at Tokyo University. The chapter is written on the basis of 
a firm belief in the significance of increased academic work on Australia 
in Japan, not just within academic circles alone but as part of a much 

3  Ien Ang, ‘Smart Engagement with Asia’, Humanities Australia, no. 8 (2017): 30–31.



THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN TOKYO AND AUSTRALIA–JAPAN RELATIONS

212

wider network of bilateral relations and of influence within the wider 
Japanese professional occupations. Australian studies in Japan is a critical 
part of Australia’s public and cultural diplomacy program, although this 
emphasis has always needed to be made and reiterated in Australia itself. 
The Australian embassy in Tokyo has played a key role in supporting 
the professorship at Tokyo University and many other key activities, such 
as the Australian Library at Otemon Gakuin University and support for 
the Australian Studies Association of Japan. But understood as part of 
a cultural diplomacy program, Australian studies demands close attention 
to its aims, methods and outcomes, not least in terms of what have been 
called networked and multidirectional models of bilateral relations.

The recent academic literature in this field has distinguished between 
older and newer modes of cultural or public diplomacy. Although this 
distinction is as much a matter of alternative strategies as a paradigm 
shift, ‘older’ approaches are characterised as being hierarchical, ‘centred 
on intergovernmental relations and top-down communication’, and 
primarily concerned with image projection or ‘messaging’, as in nation-
branding campaigns. The ‘new’ public diplomacy, by contrast, is based 
on a network or networked model, dialogue rather than messaging, and 
‘horizontal communication as well as multidirectional flows and exchange 
of information’4—or, in the terms of the 2015 Smart Engagement with 
Asia report: ‘Rather than the one-way outward projection and promotion 
of Australia’s national interest, smart engagement focuses on the 
patient cultivation of genuine partnerships through mutually beneficial 
cooperation and collaboration.’5 Cultural diplomacy is often understood 
as one element within the broader field of public diplomacy, as in the 
Australian government’s 2014 Public Diplomacy strategy, although the 
terms are sometimes used interchangeably. Either way, it is useful to 
highlight the distinctive features of cultural diplomacy.6

If the theory struggles to get beyond abstract generalisations, the networked 
model does offer a good account of the kinds of cultural diplomacy that 
happen ‘beneath’ the level of the higher profile major cultural events but 
which, indeed, will often be crucial to their success. It offers the best 

4  Terry Flew and Falk Hartig, ‘Confucius Institutes and the Network: Communication Approach 
to Public Diplomacy’, IAFOR Journal of Asian Studies 1, no.  1 (2014): 5, doi.org/10.22492/ijas. 
1.1.02; Brian Hocking, ‘Rethinking the “New” Public Diplomacy’, in The New Public Diplomacy: 
Soft Power in International Relations, ed. Jan Melissen (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2007), 35.
5  Ang, ‘Smart Engagement with Asia’, 23.
6  Carter, ‘Living with Instrumentalism’, 117.

http://doi.org/10.22492/ijas.1.1.02
http://doi.org/10.22492/ijas.1.1.02


213

10. ‘SCHOLARS—FUTURE INTERPRETERS OF AUSTRALIA’

model for understanding programs supporting Australian studies overseas. 
It also highlights the day-to-day work of Australian embassy staff, so much 
of which involves building and maintaining professional and grassroots 
relationships and ‘filtering’ general policy objectives through often very 
particular local contexts. As an early AJF report put it, such work is 
‘knowledge intensive and labour intensive’.7

Australian Studies in Japan
The policy of developing Australian studies in Japan has been a persistent 
if uneven feature of AJF programs from the outset, and its waxing and 
waning provide an informative history of the shifting understanding 
of its priority in the broader field of cultural diplomacy. Although the 
foundation’s earliest strategic decision was to establish the first long-term 
intensive Japanese-language course in Australia, its 1977–78 annual report 
also announced that its budget would be allocated in ‘approximately equal 
portions between activities designed to increase Australian understanding 
of Japan and Japanese understanding of Australia’.8

In relation to the latter, planning had begun for schemes to promote 
Australian studies in Japan in both teaching and research, for the situation 
was that:

apart from one or two specialist groups concentrating on economic 
studies, there are few courses of study on any aspect of Australia 
undertaken or taught at Japanese universities and none taught in 
the Japanese language by Japanese teachers.9

And in the realm of research:

Notwithstanding a growing awareness of Australia throughout 
all sections of the Japanese community it remains the fact that 
research on Australia outside the economic field remains low on 
the scale of Japanese priorities.10

7  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1980–81, PP no. 122/1982 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1982), 3.
8  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1977–78, PP no. 271/1979 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1979), 2.
9  Ibid., 7.
10  Ibid., 11.



THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN TOKYO AND AUSTRALIA–JAPAN RELATIONS

214

A program of research grants and a publications program were announced 
to augment the existing travel grants, as was the intention to open a library 
of Australian books and related materials in Tokyo, a very high priority. 
In July 1979 the foundation moved into its own office in Tokyo and the 
AJF Library came into being.

Across the 1980s, the Australian studies in Japan program very often 
had top billing in the AJF annual reports, and a dedicated, well-funded 
program designed to lay the foundations for and then help build Australian 
studies activities was established.11 The growth of the Australian studies 
program over the period can be charted in a series of key steps. These 
steps, and subsequent developments, might also be mapped against four 
phases identified by the AJF itself as characterising its programs from 
1976 to 1999:

engaging Australian interest in Japan (1976–1984); developing 
bilateral networks (1985–1990); building Australians’ language 
and Japanese cultural skills (1991–1995); since 1995, advancing 
Australia’s interests in the relationship  …  through partnership, 
mutual concerns and interests.12

First, Australian studies courses taught in Japanese by a Japanese academic 
began at Keio University in April 1983, following the AJF’s support for 
lecturer (later professor) Masami Sekine, of the Faculty of Law and Politics, 
to study in Australia for three years. These were the first such courses 
offered in Japan, although visiting Australian lecturers were offering 
courses in English at Tokyo University, as discussed below. Second, the 
first Australian Studies Symposium—an AJF initiative—was held in June 
1985, with 280 participants, becoming an annual event.13 Third, a new 
Australian Studies Centre was established at Nanzan University, Nagoya, 
in 1986, and was to host the second Australian Studies Symposium. 
Fourth, the Australian Studies Association of Japan (ASAJ) was launched 
in 1989, an initiative that had been flagged by the foundation in 1984 

11  See especially AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1983–84, PP no.  238/1985 
(Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Service, 1985); AJF, AJF Annual Report 1984–85; 
AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1985–86, PP no.  57/1987 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1986).
12  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1998–99, PP no. 222/1999 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1999), 5.
13  AJF, AJF Annual Report 1984–85, 4–6.
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and was a key part of the strategy behind organising the Australian 
studies symposia.14 A directory of Australian studies scholars in Japan was 
published for the first symposium, and listed 360 scholars.

These major steps were underwritten by a series of general grants (travel 
grants and research grants) and then dedicated Australian studies funding 
schemes. These included an annual Australian Lecture series, begun 
in 1982, with Professor Geoffrey Blainey as the inaugural lecturer; an 
annual AJF–Asahi Shimbun symposium from 1988; ongoing investment 
in the AJF Library; and a very active publications program. In 1981–82 
the AJF Senior Fellowship and Postgraduate Scholarships were launched, 
‘to carry out studies in the humanities and social sciences’. One of the 
first two recipients of the postgraduate award was Yasue Arimitsu, who 
studied at The Australian National University (ANU). She was later to 
be a professor at Doshisha University, Kyoto, the president of the ASAJ, 
a guiding presence behind the ongoing Gendai Kikakushitsu series of 
translations of Australian literature, and the author of Australian Identity: 
Struggle and Transformation in Australian Literature (2003).

The AJF’s 1985–86 annual report—on the foundation’s 10th 
anniversary—reviewed its Australian studies activities in some detail. 
At that point in time, five scholars were being funded under the fellowships 
scheme and 18 through postgraduate scholarships, and around 50 grants 
had been made to Japanese research projects on Australia or Australia–
Japan relations.15 As the report put it:

The provision of grants-in-aid under this program to Japanese 
scholars was largely instrumental in establishing an infrastructure 
of Japanese scholarship on Australia which provided the basis for 
development of Australian studies in Japan.16

Due to these successes, a new Australian studies grants scheme was 
announced.

The range and scale of activities, and the investment, was significant. 
In 1986–87, for instance, Australian studies grants funded seven projects 
undertaken by Japanese researchers, for a total of A$43,000, in addition 
to A$93,000 for AJF fellowships (for academics) and A$116,000 

14  AJF, AJF Annual Report 1983–84, 3.
15  The AJF 1983–84 annual report makes an explicit reference to the US Fulbright Scheme as a 
model. Ibid., 1.
16  AJF, AJF Annual Report 1984–85, 2.
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for postgraduate scholarships. Nine Australian academic books had 
been translated into Japanese and published, and eight more were in 
preparation. Titles included Dean Jaensch, An Introduction to Australian 
Politics; James Gleeson, Australian Painters; Norma Grieve and Patricia 
Grimshaw, Australian Feminist Perspectives; Ross M. Martin, Trade Unions 
in Australia; Geoffrey Dutton, The Literature of Australia; Miriam Dixon, 
The Real Matilda; Kenneth Maddock, The Australian Aborigines; Don 
Aitken, Australian Political Institutions; Jean Martin, The Migrant Presence; 
Craig MacGregor, The Australian People.17 By this stage the foundation’s 
library had 3,000 members, 8,000 books, and 6,000 visitors per year.18 
It would be hailed as the foundation’s ‘flagship activity’.19 Together with 
the AJF’s Tokyo office, the library relocated to the new Australian embassy 
building in mid-1990, in a prominent, accessible location. In 1998 it 
was renamed the Australian Resource Centre, reflecting its wider role and 
investments in digital technologies.

The AJF’s programs for Australian studies in Japan were established on 
the basis that the Japanese universities involved ‘should ultimately take 
full responsibility for their respective activities’. The foundation’s role was 
‘to encourage, to advise and to provide initial funds for the development 
of library resources and for academic staff training’. There was little point 
in investing in the area if the institutions did not intend ‘to eventually 
take responsibility for the programs’.20 This was an important strategy for 
embedding programs within Japanese institutions rather than managing 
programs through ongoing gifts from the Australian side.

Similar commitments continued through to the early 1990s, although 
the Fellowship and Scholarship schemes were discontinued. In 1989–90, 
the AJF underwent a major review and a new set of priorities were set in 
place. The primary emphasis was now on Japanese-language education 
in Australian schools and universities. In the foundation’s annual reports, 
Australian studies largely disappeared as an explicit program.

17  Previous works published included Manning Clark, A Short History of Australia; Geoffrey 
Sherrington, Australia’s Immigrants; Geoffrey Blainey, The Tyranny of Distance; Blanche D’Alpuget, 
Bob Hawke: A Biography; Y. Gushikata, ed., Twentieth Century Australian Poetry.
18  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1989–90, PP no. 405/1990 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1990), 15.
19  Ibid., 10.
20  AJF, AJF Annual Report 1985–86, 5.
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But then in 1992–93, another reorientation occurred, with the new 
emphasis falling (again) on the importance of ‘changing attitudes about 
Australia among the Japanese public’.21 The focus, however, turned to 
Australian studies in Japanese schools rather than the tertiary sector—
with little or no mention of the latter over several years, perhaps because it 
was felt that at least the foundations for university Australian studies were 
already in place. Work on Discovering Australia, a video and information 
kit for junior high school students and their teachers was commenced, 
with the kit being introduced into 11,500 junior high schools in Japan in 
1995—an extraordinary achievement. Tertiary Australian studies retained 
a small presence through the ASAJ Australian Studies Symposium, with 
the AJF providing general grants for researchers, and publication subsidies 
for Southern Hemisphere, the journal of the Australia and New Zealand 
Literary Society of Japan (ANZLSJ).

In 1998–99, the Discovering Australia Teacher’s Kit was revised, following 
its review by a Japanese Advisory Committee, launched in May 2000 and 
later digitised.22 The Australian Resource Centre, now a full reference and 
lending library, had become one of the most comprehensive collections 
of Australian books and related resources to be found outside Australia. 
It also hosted seminars, and received over 11,000 visitors in 1998–99. 
Finally, the AJF managed Australia Web, first launched in March 1996, 
a  site presenting a wide range of materials, information and links 
regarding contemporary Australia. Australian studies represented 87 per 
cent of the AJF’s education budget and together with the Australian 
Resource Centre 41 per cent of overall expenditure on activities.23 As the 
AJF chair put it in 1997:

Three of the Foundation’s major projects—The Australia Web, 
Discovering Australia and the Australian Library—are tools for 
promoting understanding and attitudinal change. Images are very 
important in our dealings with each other and have repercussions 
through the full range of interaction between countries: cultural, 
social, defence, trade and business. All levels of contact are affected 
by the way we view each other.24

21  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 1992–93, PP no. 375/1993 (Canberra: Australian 
Government Publishing Service, 1993), 1.
22  The names of the Japanese Advisory Committee are listed in: AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation 
Annual Report 1996–97, PP no.  299/97 (Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Service, 
1997), 2.
23  AJF, AJF Annual Report 1998–99, 7–12 and 24–26.
24  John L. Menadue, ‘Chairman’s Message’, in AJF Annual Report 1996–97, 1.
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By the time of the 1999–2000 annual report, ‘Australian Studies’ had 
once again become a major headline item.

At the tertiary level, the most important development at this time was 
the introduction of the Sir Neil Currie awards for graduate students and 
academics researching and publishing on Australian topics. First offered in 
2000–01, they eventually offered Early Career Researcher, Postgraduate, 
Curriculum Development and Publication schemes, with five or six 
awards most years from approximately 30 applications. In the same year 
a major survey of Australian studies in Japan was commissioned, and the 
foundation contributed to the translation and publication costs for three 
Australian crime novels.25 Other developments included an Australian 
studies resource for senior high school and university students—Austr@
lia_Go>Land, People, Culture—launched in May 2000 (but without 
much follow-up); the appearance of Aus E-Study, an online Australian 
studies bulletin; a Teach Australia workshop held in November 2002, for 
academics and senior high school teachers; and exchange programs for 
publishers, debating teams and art exhibitions. In 2002, the foundation 
also launched the Experience Australia kit, this time for teachers and 
students in primary schools, which introduced ‘integrated studies’ across 
a range of disciplines on aspects of Australian life and culture.26 By 2010, 
more than 1.9 million Japanese school students had used the kits.27 In late 
2005, the Discover Eco Australia kit was added to Discovering Australia, 
to ‘promote Australia’s progressive approaches to conservation and 
management of natural and cultural heritage’.28

This kind of broad investment in Australian studies across all levels of 
education peaked in the late 2000s when priorities, funding procedures 
and budget allocations changed. The Australian Resource Centre in the 
embassy was closed in May 2007 for a mix of security and budgetary 
reasons alongside the greater accessibility of resources online. The 
collection was transferred to Otemon Gakuin University in Osaka, 

25  The three novels were published by Bungeishunjū in December 2002. The titles included Shane 
Maloney, The Brush Off; Marele Day, The Last Tango of Dolores Delgado; Peter Doyle, Get Rich Quick.
26  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 2002–03 (Canberra: Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 3 November 2003), 7, www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/
ajf-annual-report-2002-03.pdf, accessed 28 August 2020.
27  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 2009–10 (Canberra: Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 18 November 2010), 18, www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/
files/ajf-annual-report-2009-10.pdf, accessed 28 August 2020.
28  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report, 2005–06 (Canberra: Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 3 October 2006), 14, www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/
ajf-annual-report-2005-06.pdf, accessed 28 August 2020.

http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2002-03.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2002-03.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2009-10.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2009-10.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2005-06.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2005-06.pdf
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which had its own Center for Australian Studies (indeed, the first such 
centre in Japan, established in 1967, with a strong focus on economics 
and trade) and published the journal Osutoralia kenkyu kiyo (1975–
2015).29 The library was housed in a new purpose-built facility with 
significant institutional support. The collection was thus maintained as 
a collection, but accessibility and visibility were inevitably reduced given 
the university’s location, and the collection’s location within a university 
rather than the embassy.

Although the Otemon Center for Australian Studies has remained very 
active, the relocation of the Resource Centre from its prominent location 
in the Australian embassy in Tokyo was seen a major blow to public 
‘Australian studies’ activities in Japan. The AJF also donated 370 books 
to the Center for Pacific and American Studies at Tokyo University as 
the basis for an Australian studies collection at the university, the home 
of the Visiting Professor in Australian Studies, as discussed later. The 
Aus E-Study bulletin disappeared after a year or two, and the Neil Currie 
awards were discontinued in 2014–15,30 in part because the demand 
appeared to be shrinking, but also because priority was given to the 
Australian government’s broader Endeavour fellowship scheme—which, 
however, did not have a dedicated Australian studies program.

Nonetheless, in other ways, the commitment to Australian studies at 
the tertiary level in Japan has been maintained, and indeed, over time, 
expanded. The AJF’s annual report for 2006–07 foregrounded the 
‘Australian Studies program’, again named as such. This program included 
increased support for the ASAJ through an open lecture series; a review of 
Australian studies in Japan, conducted by Kate Darian-Smith, then at the 
University of Melbourne; and funding for the ASAJ’s annual conference.31 
The 2008–09 report prioritises ‘capacity building for the Australian Studies 
Association of Japan’.32 From 2007, the AJF organised its programs and 
projects into five priority areas: Economics and Trade; Security, Regional 
and International Relations; Education and Science (including Australian 

29  The Otemon Journal of Australian Studies (1975 to December 2015); since 2016 the centre has 
published The Journal of Australian and Asian Studies.
30  The Early Career Researcher, Postgraduate and Curriculum Development schemes were 
discontinued but the Publication scheme continued.
31  Kate Darian-Smith, ‘Research, Teaching and Cultural Diplomacy: The Current Profile of 
Australian Studies in Japan’, Otemon Journal of Australian Studies 36 (2010): 131–39.
32  AJF, Australia–Japan Foundation Annual Report 2008–09 (Canberra: Australian Government 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 31 October 2009), 17–18, www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/
files/ajf-annual-report-2008-09.pdf, accessed 28 August 2020.

http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2008-09.pdf
http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-annual-report-2008-09.pdf
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studies); Society and Culture; and Communication, Information and 
Advocacy. Within this greater dispersal of areas, Education and Science 
remained the largest single category through to 2011–12, when it fell just 
behind the closely related Society and Culture.33

Establishing the Visiting Associate 
Professor in Australian Studies
The key element of the educational profile that clearly has grown in 
significance is the position of Visiting Professor in Australian Studies at 
Tokyo University. The position indeed has a long history, in two distinct 
phases. It was not an initiative from the Australian side—and indeed, 
rather strangely, there is no mention of the position in the AJF annual 
reports until 2005. It would now be seen as one of the foundation’s major 
engagements. Professor Akio Watanabe, who had completed his PhD 
at ANU in 1967 and was later a foundational figure in establishing the 
ASAJ, took the initiative to establish a visiting position for an Australian 
scholar at Tokyo University’s Komaba campus, where area studies and 
interdisciplinary humanities are located.

The first appointment was that of Trevor Matthews, from the Department 
of Government at the University of Sydney, in April 1978. An Australian 
selection committee made recommendations to Tokyo University, which 
made the final selection. The position was generally for two years at 
associate professor level, initially in the International Relations Section 
of  the Department of Social Sciences for the first nine appointments 
(1978–93), overseen by Professor Watanabe, and then in the English 
Section of the Department of Foreign Languages for three further 
appointments through to September 1999, overseen by Professor Yoichi 
Kibata. Hosting by the English section meant the appointees were required 
to teach English as well as Australian studies. They often also taught at 
Tsuda University and/or Keio University. The full list of appointments 
can be viewed in Table 10.1.

33  No annual reports are available after 2011–12. However, the foundation’s current strategic 
plan can be accessed online: AJF, ‘Australia–Japan Foundation Strategic Plan: 2017–2022’, 
Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, n.d., www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-
people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-japan-foundation/governance/Pages/ajf-strategic-
plan-2017-2022, accessed 28  August 2020. It defines the foundation’s commitment to public 
diplomacy and includes Education and Australian Studies as one of five priority areas. The visiting 
professorship at Tokyo University is highlighted.

http://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-japan-foundation/governance/Pages/ajf-strategic-plan-2017-2022
http://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-japan-foundation/governance/Pages/ajf-strategic-plan-2017-2022
http://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-japan-foundation/governance/Pages/ajf-strategic-plan-2017-2022
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Table 10.1: Visiting Associate Professors in Australian Studies to Tokyo 
University (1978–99).34

Period Name Home institution (at 
time of appointment)

Principal research 
field(s)

1978–80 Trevor Matthews University of Sydney Political science

1980–81 Roy Forward University of 
Queensland

Political science

1981–82 Robyn Lim University of New South 
Wales/Australian Office 
of National Assessments

International relations

1982–84 Allan Patience Flinders University International relations

1984–86 Rodney Tiffen University of Sydney Politics, media studies

1986–88 William Purcell University of New South 
Wales

Business studies

1988–90 Humphrey 
McQueen

Independent scholar Australian history, 
culture

1991 (April–
Sept)

Colin McKenzie Osaka University Economics

1991–93 Dennis Rumley University of Western 
Australia

International relations, 
geopolitics

1993–96 Peter King University of Sydney International relations, 
politics

1996–98 Robin Gerster Monash University Australian literature, 
cultural history

1998–99 David Day Independent scholar Australian history, 
politics, diplomatic 
history

Source: Yoichi Kibata, personal communication with author, 2019.

As a Tokyo University position—rather than an appointment managed by 
the Australian embassy or other agency—the ‘job description’ was academic 
rather than having an explicit cultural diplomacy brief. Nonetheless, 
the larger and longer impacts of the position were significant. Students 
at Komaba were recruited to Australian studies, including Teruhiko 
Fukushima, later professor at the National Defense Academy of Japan and 
president of the ASAJ, taught by Trevor Matthews. Many of the appointees 
produced significant publications on Australia–Japan relations and regional 
politics and a number maintained significant engagements with Japan.

34  I thank Professor Yoichi Kibata, formerly of Tokyo University and a major supporter of the 
chair position, for providing details of the appointments for this period and for general assistance in 
researching this essay.
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The international relations field is especially strong. For example, Robyn 
Lim went on to become professor of international relations at Nanzan 
University and author of The Geopolitics of East Asia (2003). Allan 
Patience and Rodney Tiffen became leading scholars in the fields of 
Australian politics and media, foreign policy and regional relations. Their 
books include the former’s Australian Foreign Policy in Australia: Middle 
Power or Awkward Partner? (2018) and the co-edited collection On the 
Western Edge: Comparisons of Japan and Australia (2007), and the latter’s 
Scandals: Media, Politics & Corruption in Contemporary Australia (1999) 
and Diplomatic Deceits: Government, Media and East Timor (2001). Peter 
King’s field was also politics and international relations, and he was 
co-editor with Yoichi Kibata of Peace Building in the Asia Pacific Region: 
Perspectives from Japan and Australia (1996) and author of West Papua and 
Indonesia since Suharto: Independence, Autonomy or Chaos? (2004).

Humphrey McQueen was probably the highest-profile figure at the time 
of his appointment with a suite of influential books already published, 
including A New Britannia (1970) and Social Sketches of Australia, 
1888–1975 (1978). Further books, Japan to the Rescue: Australian 
Security around the Indonesian Archipelago during the American Century 
(1991) and the memoir Tokyo World: An Australian Diary (1991), 
followed his incumbency. Robin Gerster—the first appointment from 
a  literature department—also published a memoir of his Tokyo tenure, 
the provocative Legless in Ginza: Orienting Japan (1999), followed later by 
Travels in Atomic Sunshine: Australia and the Occupancy of Japan (2008) 
and, more recently, the co-authored Pacific Exposures: Photographs in the 
Australia–Japan Relationship (2018). David Day’s many books include 
Reluctant Nation: Australia and the Allied Defeat of Japan, 1942–45 (1992), 
Claiming a Continent: A History of Australia (1996), and biographies of 
Australian prime ministers Fisher, Curtin, Chifley and Keating.

While the appointees often had close relations with and support from the 
AJF, the Resource Centre and other staff based in the embassy—Gerster 
testifies to the support he received from the ‘tireless’ Sachiko Tamai of 
the Cultural Relations office35—official support from the Australian side, 
including financial investment, was minimal. However, when the position 
was at risk of disappearing, Australian personnel did become more actively 
involved and the AJF’s relation to the position changed significantly.

35  Robin Gerster, Legless in Ginza: Orienting Japan (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 
1999), 46.
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Later Years: The Visiting Professor in 
Australian Studies
Towards the end of the 1990s, Tokyo University’s central administration 
was seeking to reduce the number of teaching staff and in this context 
the future of the Australian studies position became uncertain. 
The Australian ambassador at the time, Peter Grey, met with the president 
of the university in order to make the case for maintaining the position, 
and, one might guess, with the promise of greater contributions from 
the Australian side. Despite the danger of the position disappearing, the 
timing in fact was fortuitous. The university’s then Center for Research 
Materials in American Studies was in the process of being reconstituted 
and the Ministry of Education insisted that this reconstitution should 
include significant, visible change in its profile. The decision was made 
that a new centre would be formed, extending its scope to the Pacific 
and Australasia. The Center for Pacific and American Studies (CPAS) was 
launched in 2000, incorporating the newly named position of Visiting 
Professor in Australian Studies, in effect an upgraded definition of the 
post, placing it alongside similar visiting positions at the Menzies Centre 
at the University of London and at Harvard University. It also provided 
the model for the BHP Billiton Chair in Australian Studies established 
at Peking University in 2011.

The position would now be for one academic year, and its location within 
CPAS rather than within a particular department encouraged greater 
interdisciplinarity in the range of potential candidates. We might say it 
became more of an ‘Australia Studies’ appointment in the sense that that 
term is used to cover interdisciplinary humanities and social sciences–based 
approaches. Professor Kibata and, later, Professor Toshiko Ellis (Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences) played major roles in supporting the position. 
The first appointment under the new arrangements was Dr  Stephen 
Alomes, from the Australian studies team at Deakin University.36 The 20th 
visiting professor at Komaba, Professor David Lowe, is also, as it happens, 
from Deakin University. Members of the AJF board in Australia formed 
the selection committees in the early years, until in 2004 the AJF funded 
the Australia-based International Australian Studies Association to manage 
this process, with an Australian-based selection committee led by senior 

36  See Stephen Alomes, ‘The 21st Century Model: Teaching Australian Studies at the University of 
Tokyo’, Crossings 6, no. 1 (2001): 33–35.
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Australian studies academic Professor Kate Darian-Smith, plus a CPAS 
representative (often the centre’s director), making recommendations 
to Tokyo University for the ultimate decision. At the time of writing, 
the COVID pandemic had disrupted the movement of new Australian 
appointments to Tokyo University: Professor Nicole Moore (University 
of New South Wales Canberra, specialising in Australian literature and 
media) is due to visit in September 2022, Professor Barbara Pini (Griffith 
University, rural studies, gender studies, sociology) in September 2023.

Table 10.2: Visiting Professors in Australian Studies to Tokyo University 
(2000–2020).

Period Name Home institution (at 
time of appointment)

Principal research field(s)

2000–01 Stephen Alomes Deakin University Australian history, 
Australian studies

2001–02 Joanne Scott University of the 
Sunshine Coast

Australian history, 
Australian studies

2002–03 Chilla Bulbeck University of Adelaide Sociology, women’s 
studies, Australian studies

2003–04 Allan Kellehear La Trobe University Sociology, public health

2004–05 Christine Nicholls Flinders University Art history, Aboriginal art

2005–06 Les Terry Victoria University Sociology, policy studies

2006–07 David Day Independent scholar Australian history, politics, 
diplomatic history

2007–08 David Carter University of 
Queensland

Australian literature, 
cultural history, Australian 
studies

2008–09 Michael Ackland Monash University Australian literature

2009–10 Gay Hawkins University of New 
South Wales

Cultural and media studies

2010–11 Baden Offord Southern Cross 
University

Human rights, cultural 
studies

2011–12 Anne Collett University of 
Wollongong

Australian and 
postcolonial literature

2012–13 Justin Dabner James Cook University Comparative taxation law

2013–14 Catriona Elder University of Sydney Australian studies, cultural 
studies

2014-15 Anna Johnston University of 
Tasmania

Australian literature, 
postcolonialism, history

2015–16 Maria Nugent The Australian 
National University

Australian history, 
Aboriginal history
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Period Name Home institution (at 
time of appointment)

Principal research field(s)

2016–17 David Carter University of 
Queensland

Australian literature, 
cultural history, Australian 
studies

2017–18 Helen Gilbert Royal Holloway, 
University of London

Theatre studies, 
postcolonialism

2018–19 Melanie 
Oppenheimer

Flinders University Australian history

2019–20 David Lowe Deakin University Australian history, 
diplomatic history

Source: Author’s summary.

The visiting professor has a full teaching load, comprising one course each 
semester at each level—junior undergraduate, senior undergraduate and 
graduate—an arrangement that pretty much guarantees interdisciplinarity 
across the offerings whatever the incumbent’s disciplinary background. 
Where topics are relevant, the position assists postgraduate students 
(most from British or American studies) working on their dissertations. 
Most incumbents have also taught at Keio University, and given academic 
lectures and public presentations in venues in different Japanese cities. 
In  addition to contributing to CPAS’s seminar series and publications 
(the CPAS Newsletter and the journal Pacific and American Studies), and 
in many cases organising a conference or symposium during their tenure, 
the visiting professor also delivers a special keynote at the ASAJ annual 
conference, later published in the association’s Journal of Australian 
Studies. On return to Australia, the visiting professor has also contributed 
a reflection on their experience in Japan to the Journal of Australian 
Studies, the Australian-based publication of the International Australian 
Studies Association.

The broader Australian studies remit for the position is perhaps less 
likely to produce new books on the Australia–Japan relationship, at least 
in the domain of international relations, but the most significant point 
for present purposes is the deepening of understanding on the Australian 
side of the potential of the visiting professorship as an asset in cultural 
diplomacy. In the 2000–01 AJF annual report there is a passing reference 
to Visiting Professor Joanne Scott presenting a lecture, but from 2005, 
the appointment and the chair’s activities become a regular, prominent 
element alongside fuller accounts of the work of the ASAJ. A much 
closer relationship has developed between the new centre and the AJF, 
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and while the position remains first and foremost a Tokyo University 
academic appointment, there is greater financial investment from the AJF 
(and from ambassadors). The foundation provides a research and travel 
grant for the professor and seeks to engage the holder in a wide range of 
foundation/embassy activities.

However, while the cultural diplomacy dimension of the appointment is 
now more fully appreciated, there remains significant scope for expanding 
the public role of the position and, more directly, its role in building 
Australian studies across Japanese institutions. Australian studies in 
Japan is now well established through the ASAJ and the ANZLSJ, their 
conferences and journals, courses in several universities and the visiting 
professorship at Tokyo University.37 But bringing a new generation of 
scholars into the field remains a challenge. Despite the firm foundations 
that have been laid and the active Australian studies community now 
established, in a much more crowded and competitive environment it 
is still the case that research on Australian topics, except perhaps in the 
fields of trade and international relations, remains a relatively low priority 
in Japanese universities. The departure of the Australian Resources 
Library from Tokyo would likely have had a negative effect on generating 
new interest in Australian studies. Here is a major role for the Visiting 
Professor in Australian Studies, working with Japanese colleagues across 
the university system to encourage new research from emerging scholars 
and graduates.

Australian studies might well sound like a narrow or inward-looking 
academic discipline, but the position at Tokyo University in the context of 
the active ASAJ and a range of other academic and general public activities 
gives this broad, interdisciplinary field a significant role to play not just in 
the teaching and research of Australian topics but also, through classroom 
contact, in influencing a large body of future professionals in the Japanese 
system. Australian studies at its strongest is open to a very wide range of 
scholarly fields and student and public interest; many individuals working 
in areas of public policy, cultural management, cultural institutions or 
environmental policies, as well as trade and economics, can be engaged 
by Australian expertise. For the future of Australian studies in Japan, 
in addition to maintaining a strong record of appointments to the 

37  See Darian-Smith, ‘Research, Teaching and Cultural Diplomacy’; Yasue Arimitsu, ‘The 
Contemporary State of Academic Appraisal of Australian Literature in Japanese Universities’, 
Antipodes 25, no. 1 (2011): 7–13.
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professorship and strong support for participating Japanese organisations, 
increased and better targeted support for Japanese academic staff and, 
very strongly, for master’s and doctoral research students should be crucial 
in future planning. Grants are still available for Australian studies projects 
under the AJF’s grant programs—now administered from Canberra—but 
there are no schemes specifically dedicated to Australian studies, research 
fellowships or postgraduate study. While the current grant guidelines 
include ‘support for the teaching of Australian studies in Japan and the 
maintenance and expansion of Japanese academic interest and expertise 
on Australia’ among its priority areas, they also advise that ‘proposals for 
study tours and academic research projects, particularly those that lack 
a strong communications component, are generally not competitive’.38 
The history of government engagement through the Australia–Japan 
Foundation—and comparisons with activity in China, for example—
does suggest that a dedicated program of grants and/or fellowships for 
academic and postgraduate research projects in Australian studies is a key 
element in generating and maintaining engagement in the field among 
younger scholars and over the longer term.

38  Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, ‘International Relations Grants Program: Australia–
Japan Foundation 2020 Guidelines’, Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, 20  December 2019, www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-irgp-grant-guidelines-2020.pdf, 
accessed 28 August 2020.

http://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/ajf-irgp-grant-guidelines-2020.pdf
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