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Foreword
by Lieutenant General Sir Reginald Pollard,

KBE, CB, DSO,
Honorary Colonel,

The Royal Australian Regiment

Fifth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, was the first of our 
battalions composed of regulars and national servicemen to be committed 
to operations in Vietnam and to establish themselves at Nui Dat. They, 
‘the Tiger Battalion’, were the leading element of the First Australian 
Task Force assigned the role of clearing and keeping the Viet Cong out 
of Phuoc Tuy province, an area which the Communists had used at will 
since 1945.

During 1967, as their Honorary Colonel, I visited them in Vietnam. 
Again, as so often in the past, I was impressed by the professional skill 
and confidence with which a young battalion was meeting the challenge 
of war under new and demanding conditions. Despite the difficulties 
of being first on the ground, their morale was high and they were doing 
their duty well.

The spirit of the battalion is admirably captured in this account of its 
operations in Vietnam, written by one who took part in them, and it 
graphically portrays the qualities of stoical endurance, compassion and 
bluff good humour characteristic of Australian soldiers in the field, be it 
on the beaches of Gallipoli, the trenches of Flanders, the sands of the 
desert or the paddy fields and jungles of South Vietnam.

The operations in Vietnam were fought under difficult and hostile 
conditions in an environment alien to most Australians. Those who took 
part can be proud of their achievements and their contribution to the 
maintenance of democratic freedom in South East Asia.
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The author, Major Bob O’Neill, former Rhodes Scholar and a graduate 
of the Royal Military College, Duntroon, has a ready pen and a flair for 
recapturing the atmosphere of the events he describes. I commend this 
book for its obvious sincerity and moving portrayal of the anatomy of the 
Vietnam conflict at close range. I believe the book will live as a powerful 
reminder to those who took part in the operations described, as a 
memorial to those who failed to return and as an inspiration in courage 
and self-sacrifice to all who may read it.



This text is taken from Vietnam Task: The 5th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment, 1966–67, by Robert O’Neill, published 2022 by 
ANU Press, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.




