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From the editors

It was a pleasure to edit the manuscripts in Volume Six of The ANU Undergraduate 
Research Journal (AURJ) for 2014. Readers will discover an impressive range 
and depth of articles, both in terms of disciplinary content and geographical 
relevance, including contributions focusing on law reform in Japan, the 
influence of genetics on human behaviour, and military violence in Brazil and 
Mexico. We are also delighted to include a visual arts exegesis by Jen Fullerton, 
whose work is featured on the cover of this volume.

This year the articles were selected via two processes. Some were selected by 
the review committee for the third Australasian Conference of Undergraduate 
Research, held at ANU in September 2014. Others were highly commended 
papers from the international 2014 Undergraduate Awards. As a result, this 
volume represents the best undergraduate research not only from ANU, but 
from other Australian universities as well.

The quality of these articles reflects the high standard of research supervision 
at Australian universities, and the capacity of students to undertake interesting 
and worthwhile research early in their careers. The publication of AURJ is an 
opportunity to showcase the excellent research of these students, while giving 
undergraduate students a chance to publish their written work early in their 
careers, whatever direction they may choose following their studies.

We thank those who have been involved in the preparation of this journal. 
Thank  you to all of the contributing authors for their submissions, and for 
collaborating with us during the editing process. We particularly acknowledge 
the contribution and guidance of Dierdre Pearce from the Division of 
Student Life. We also thank ANU Press for their advice and expertise, and 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Ian Young and Pro Vice-Chancellor (Student 
Experience) Professor Richard Baker for their ongoing support for AURJ.

We hope the readers enjoy this compilation as much as we did. 

Jonathon Zapasnik and Alexandra Hogan
AURJ 2014 Editorial Team
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