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From the Editors

Innovating and explaining new and complex ideas about the world in which 
we live is a global challenge faced by many, but taken up by only a few. The 
Journal is a recent endeavour aimed at cultivating and encouraging the scholarly 
pursuits of analysing problems, proposing solutions and addressing key debates 
in Australian and international society. 

As an interdisciplinary journal, we seek to extend this University’s community 
of scholars to the undergraduate realm while also providing a platform for 
interesting and novel thought. The Journal not only showcases the outstanding 
research of undergraduate students at ANU, but also provides an invaluable 
experience of the publication process where students receive reviews of their 
work from distinguished scholars at ANU as well as from other institutions.

In the spirit of scholarly inquiry, these articles attempt to explain how different 
parts of the world relate to one another in symbiosis. This symbiotic analysis 
and critique occurs through an exploration of a number of areas including the 
environment, the rule of law, romantic relationships, art, politics and media. 
The interconnectness of human life is both furnished and challenged within 
these articles. 

The success of the Journal would not be possible without the contribution of the 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ian Young, the Dean of Students, Professor Elizabeth 
Deane, and Dr Dierdre Pearce, Project Coordinator, Dean of Students Office.

A number of academics kindly offered their time and expertise to review articles 
and in doing so continued the ANU tradition of passing on both their knowledge 
and their skills. We thank them for this important contribution. The delivery of 
this year's Journal would not have been possible without the contribution and 
support of our team of ten Sub-editors. We greatly value their inter-disciplinary 
expertise, and the enthusiasm with which they approached a range of varied 
tasks. We also extend our gratitude to Aditya Chopra, Project Assistant, for 
providing advice and technical support, and to ANU E Press for their guidance.

Critical thought, research and writing is an iterative process. We hope that 
the skills and experience acquired in submitting a manuscript to this Journal 
will help prepare these undergraduate scholars to engage more broadly with 
their subject-matter, the professional field and with academia in the future. 
We congratulate them on their effort, persistence and desire to be part of the 
University’s contribution to scholarly inquiry. 
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