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List of Characters

Absa Kürje Geser’s heavenly grandmother.

Aju Mergen, daughter 
of the King of the 
Dragons

Geser’s third wife. An Amazonian 
warrior figure. 

Amin Sakigchi Oldest son of Khormusda. 

Arulga Goa, daughter 
of Ma Bayan

One of Geser’s three wives. Her sister 
is Machina Kimusun Goa and her brother 
the revered Chorisdong Lama. 

Asmai Noyan A competitor against Geser in a horse race 
to win Rogmo Goa.

Bam Soyurja, son 
of Badmari

A great magician whose form Geser takes. 

Boa Dongjong Garbo, 
Ariya Avalori Odkari 
and Irjamsad (= Jamso) 
Dari Odam

Three divine beings born from Amurchila 
along with Joro/Geser. They are destined 
to be the rulers of the highest gods, dragon 
kings, and dakini deities respectively. 

Buddha Shakyamuni Founder of Buddhism and highest divine 
being. His main purpose in the story is to 
have Khormusda promise to send someone 
to Earth to alleviate its sufferings.

Chargin, ruler 
of Dungsar

The most powerful of the three earthly rulers 
and a patron to Geser when he is in his form 
of Joro. 
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Chotong Noyan, ruler 
of Lig

The middle of the earthly rulers and main 
antagonist of the epic. Most of the action 
and humour in the story concerns Geser 
and his uncle trying to trick and outwit one 
another in a series of challenges. 

Erlig Khan The god of the underworld. 

Garuda-bird A divine bird from Indic mythology. 
Retrieving its feathers in order to win a wife 
is a regular motif in Mongolian heroic epics. 

Gegshe Amurchila, 
daughter of Kü Bayan

Joro/Geser’s earthly mother who is taken 
prisoner by the three earthly lords, but 
because she is wounded is given to the lowly 
Sanglun to be his wife. She conceives Geser 
miraculously. 

Güngü Echige 
Ergeslong (= Gelong) 
lama

A great lama who takes the form of a devil 
to try to kill Joro/Geser in his infancy. This 
devil-lama motif is common in both Tibetan 
and Mongolic versions of the Geser epic. 

Jasa Shikir and  
Rongsa

Geser’s older earthly half-brothers, the sons 
of Sanglun and an earlier wife.  

Khormusda King of the gods and heavenly father of 
the hero Geser. Originally Ahura Mazda, 
the God of Goodness in Zoroastrianism 
and introduced into Mongolian culture via 
Manichaeism. Associated with Brahma or 
Indra in Mongolian Buddhism.

King of the Dragons A ruler of the lower world. Dragons here 
indicate the serpentine Naga of Indic 
mythology. 

King of the Mountains 
Ua Günjid

A mountain deity. 

Moa Güshi and  
Dangbo

Two wise soothsayers who foretell the 
incarnation of Geser and his sisters. 
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Rogmo Goa, daughter 
of Iskilü (= Senggeslü) 
Khan

Geser’s main wife. 

Sanglun, ruler of Tusa The earthly father of Joro/Geser and lowest 
of the three earthly rulers. 

Tegüs Chogtu Youngest of the three sons of Khormusda. 

Üile Bütügegchi The middle son of Khormusda who comes 
to Earth to alleviate evil and suffering as 
the hero Geser Khan. Sometimes referred 
to by the full titles Serbo Dongrub Lord 
of the Ten Quarters or The Merciful and 
Wise Geser Khan Uprooter of Evil in the 
Ten Quarters. The name for the youthful 
form of Geser before he reveals his powers is 
Snotty Joro. The unsightliness of the young 
Geser is juxtaposed with the miraculous 
nature of his deeds, forming much of the 
appeal and humour in the story. 

White Goddess 
Ariya Alamkari

A divine being who acts as the protectress 
of Geser on Earth. 
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