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Poisoned soil nearby Changzhou Foreign Language School
Source: news.21cn.com
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TIMELINE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS IN 2016
• 12 April, Jingjiang, Jiangsu: Improperly stored chemicals turned Jiangsu Deqiao Storage Company’s warehouse into a fiery inferno that could be seen for miles. Rescue
workers at the scene were evacuated before the fire was extinguished, due to strange
odours and chest pains. Details on the total number dead or injured have not been
published.
• 18 April, Changzhou, Jiangsu: Scattered cases of student illness swiftly escalated
into a school-wide health crisis after students at Changzhou Foreign Language School
moved to a new campus, which was built on a former chemical plant. A total of 493 of
641 students were diagnosed with conditions from bronchitis and thyroid abnormalities to lymphoma and leukemia.
• 11 August, Danyang, Hubei: At least twenty-one people died when a high-pressure
steam tube ruptured in a coal-fired power station.
• 24 October, Yulin, Shaanxi: An explosion ripped through a three-story pre-fab residential building, leaving a crater surrounded by piles of rubble. The explosion killed
at least fourteen people and left more than 156 injured. Local government officials
quickly blamed the explosion on the illegal storage of explosives, but did not divulge
any more details. Authorities from the Municipal Committee vowed to carry out a
probe into the safety standards of other facilities in the city and punish those responsible, though further details were not forthcoming. 5
• 31 October, Jinshangou, Chongqing: A gas explosion in a privately owned coal mine
trapped thirty-three coal miners. All died before rescue workers could reach them.
• 8 October, Lu’an, Anhui: Fifty workers at the Qinjiaqiao Munitions Factory died after
an explosion. Officials refused to comment on the cause.
• 9 October, Zibo, Shandong: The explosion of an ammonia tank at the Zhoucun
Jiazhou Power Company left five dead and at least nine injured.
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