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The demolition of Sanjiang Church
Source: Guo Baosheng, Twitter

Sanjiang Church, Wenzhou, before demolition
Source: Tom Phillips, Twitter
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Larung Gar
Source: Wikimedia Commons

development. Will religious groups in
future be able to use tourism development as an excuse for the erection of
religious monuments?
When the revised regulations are
implemented, these boundaries may
become clear, or they may become a
fresh site of struggle for control by competing agencies within the Party-state.
Given that the Chinese authorities recently authorised the demolition of a
thirty-six-metre gold-plated statue of
a seated Mao Zedong in rural Henan
in January, it will be interesting to see
how many more traditionally religious
giant statues will survive.17

July 2016: The demolition of Larung Gar
Source: Free Tibet, Flickr
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