
xv

Biographies of staff and 
resource people

Core staff

Adrienne Nicotra
biology.anu.edu.au/people/staff-profiles/adrienne-nicotra
Adrienne is a Professor and Convenor of the PhD Program in Evolution, 
Ecology and Genetics in the ANU Research School of Biology. Adrienne 
is originally from the United States, and moved to Australia following 
a PhD researching plant reproductive ecology in the dark, wet understorey 
of the Costa Rican rainforest. She has been researching plant life in the 
sunny and dry ever since. Her interests include the adaptive significance 
of phenotypic plasticity, the evolution of leaf shape, comparative ecology, 
plant reproductive ecology and plant life in alpine environments. 
Adrienne’s commitment to teaching is shown by her international 
recognition as a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.

Michael Whitehead
michaelrwhitehead.wordpress.com
Michael is a Divisional Visitor at the ANU Peakall Lab. He is a plant 
evolutionary ecologist studying plant interactions above and below 
ground. He is particularly interested in links between pollinator behaviour 
and floral evolution, and his research includes population genetics, 
sensory and behavioural ecology, pollination ecology and phylogenetics. 
He  focuses on organisms often overlooked by other researchers and 
combines his photographic talents with his research interests to highlight 
the beauty as well as the complexity of these organisms.

Sonya Geange
sonyageange.com
Sonya is a PhD candidate at the Nicotra Lab, working on a collaborative 
project conducting a comparative ecological study on phenotypic plasticity 
in water use traits, using a multisite, multispecies design. She is originally 

http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/staff-profiles/adrienne-nicotra
http://michaelrwhitehead.wordpress.com
http://sonyageange.com
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from New Zealand, where her previous work involved investigating 
aspects of pasture persistence across dairy, sheep and beef systems, and 
assessing the spread of the invasive Black Beetle (Heteronychus arator). 
Sonya has received recognition as an Associate Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy.

Hannah Windley
www.researchgate.net/profile/Hannah_Windley
Hannah completed her PhD in the Foley Lab, working on the role of 
poisonous plants in the foraging ecology of marsupials. Her work often 
focuses on the biochemistry of species in remote, dangerous or inaccessible 
areas. She has travelled widely in the course of her research, and engages 
actively with the ANU community as well as the international one. 
As well as being a skilled scientist, she is a talented musician and an able 
and enthusiastic teacher.

Wes Keys
biology.anu.edu.au/people/wes-keys
Wes provides the staff at the ANU Division of Evolution, Ecology 
and Genetics with the stellar technical support on which all successful 
research relies. A jack-of-all-trades and a master of logistics, he supplies 
and maintains a variety of essential equipment. Wes is the quintessential 
‘resource person’, ensuring that researchers have all the tools they need to 
do their work and keeps them in wonderful condition. He is also a keen 
amateur photographer.

Resource people

Nur Abdul Bahar
biology.anu.edu.au/people/nur-abdul-bahar
Nur is a PhD candidate at the ANU Atkin Lab, researching the 
mechanism underpinning photosynthetic variation in tropical forests. 
While much of Nur’s work takes place in the laboratory rather than in the 
field, her focus on the impacts of climate change on plant respiration has 
tremendous impact on future botanical methods. Nur is recognised as an 
Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 

http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Hannah_Windley
http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/wes-keys
http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/nur-abdul-bahar
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Phillipa (Pip) Beale
biology.anu.edu.au/people/phillipa-beale
A current PhD candidate at the ANU Foley Lab, Pip is an enthusiastic 
and cheerful mammal biologist. Beginning her academic career with 
aspirations towards becoming a veterinarian, Pip decided instead to focus 
on mammal research. Her current work focuses on aspects of possum 
chemical biology and metabolism. An artistic soul and able teacher, Pip is a 
fantastically gifted researcher with astounding communication skills. 

Ross Deans
biology.anu.edu.au/people/ross-deans
Ross is a PhD candidate at the ANU Farquhar Lab, working on aspects of 
stomatal physiology in relation to photosynthetic CO2 response, utilising 
both modelling and experimental approaches.

Scott (& Jack) Keogh
biology.anu.edu.au/people/scott-keogh
Professor Scott Keogh completed his BS at the University of Illinois 
(1991) and MS at Illinois State University (1993) before moving to 
Australia to do a PhD at the University of Sydney (1993–97). He started 
an Australian Research Council (ARC) Postdoctoral Fellowship at the 
University of Sydney in 1997 but moved to a lectureship at ANU in 1998. 
Since then he has supervised to completion 14 honours students, 3 MPhil 
students, and 11 PhD students, and hosted 8 ARC Postdoctoral Fellows 
and multiple postdoctoral research associates. He also served as Convenor 
of the Graduate Program in Evolution, Ecology and Genetics (2000–11) 
and as the Associate Director (HDR) for the Research School of Biology 
(2009–11). He is now serving as the Head of the Division of Evolution, 
Ecology and Genetics (2012– ).

Jack Keogh specialises in lizard-noosing and rock-hopping. He is currently 
indentured as a part-time laboratory assistant to Scott, performing 
essential tasks such as entertainment, specimen collection and highly 
literary lizard-naming. He is presently completing Year 7.

http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/phillipa-beale
http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/ross-deans
http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/scott-keogh
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Ulrike Mathesius
biology.anu.edu.au/people/ulrike-mathesius
Ulrike received her Dipl. Biol. (BSc Hons) at the Technical University 
of Darmstadt in Germany in 1995. She carried out her PhD on the 
symbiosis between rhizobia and legumes at the ANU Research School of 
Biological Sciences (RSBS) between 1996 and 1999. This was followed 
by postdoctoral research at RSBS in the area of plant proteomics between 
1999 and 2001. In 2002, she moved to the ANU School of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology with a Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Australian 
Research Council (ARC). Ulrike then held an ARC Research Fellowship 
and an ARC Future Fellowship working on the developmental regulation 
of nodulation, parasitic gall development and lateral root formation in 
legumes.

Iliana Medina
medinailiana.wix.com/ilianamedina#
Iliana is a PhD candidate at the Langmore Lab, working in brood 
parasitism in Australian birds. Her work has been well-awarded, receiving 
commendations from ANU as well as from state and federal government. 
Her work on avian brood parasitism is highly commended for its 
conservation implications.

Craig Moritz
biology.anu.edu.au/people/craig-moritz
Professor Craig Moritz did his undergraduate studies at University of 
Melbourne (1976–79), where he developed his passion for evolutionary 
biology. For his PhD at ANU (1980–85), he studied chromosome evolution 
and speciation in arid zone lizards, along the way discovering all-female 
reproduction in Heteronotia binoei. Then he moved across the Pacific 
Ocean for a postdoc at University of Michigan (1985–88; mitochondrial 
DNA and evolution of parthenogenesis), before returning to a faculty 
position at the University of Queensland (1988–2000), including a stint 
as Head of School. From 2000–12, he was Director of the Museum of 
Vertebrate Zoology at University of California Berkeley. From mid-2012, 
he happily settled at the ANU Research School of Biology as a Professor 
and ARC Laureate Fellow. Craig is also the Director of the joint ANU–
CSIRO Centre for Biodiversity Analysis.

http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/ulrike-mathesius
http://medinailiana.wix.com/ilianamedina#
http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/craig-moritz
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Andrew Scafaro
biology.anu.edu.au/people/andrew-scafaro
Andrew is a postdoctoral researcher at the ANU Atkin Lab. He did his 
PhD at Macquarie University, and currently specialises in plant physiology 
and molecular biology. 

Megan Supple
borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/megan-supple
Megan is a postdoctoral researcher at the ANU Borevitz Lab, with a PhD 
in biomathematics from North Carolina State University, with research 
connecting phenotype, genotype and environment. Her current interests 
include using genomics tools to understand the evolution of adaptive traits 
in natural populations, particularly with applications to the conservation 
of biodiversity. She is currently working on understanding the spatial 
distribution of neutral and adaptive genomic variation in Eucalyptus 
species, with applications in reforestation appropriate for predicted 
climate change.

Susanna Venn
susannavenn.wordpress.com/about
Susanna is a postdoctoral plant ecologist with a keen interest in the 
processes that shape vegetation patterns in alpine areas. She is particularly 
interested in how snow influences plant community patterns, processes 
and community (re)assembly. She has previously worked in New Zealand, 
and has done Australian work for the Global Observation Research 
Initiative in Alpine Environments (GLORIA, www.gloria.ac.at/). Susanna 
has been an integral part of the NSW Parks and Wildlife Service Alpine 
Team, working with stars of Australian alpine research. Most recently, 
she has been working on shrub, snow and climate feedbacks, hoping to 
address the plight of alpine areas subject to climate change. Susanna likes 
to combine field and laboratory work in order to test ecological theory.

http://biology.anu.edu.au/people/andrew-scafaro
http://borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/megan-supple
http://susannavenn.wordpress.com/about
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Xénia Weber
geogenetics.ku.dk/staff/?pure=en/persons/569542
Xénia completed her honours studies at ANU in 2015 and her skills in 
education are evidenced by her international recognition as an Associate 
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. She commenced her PhD 
studies in Europe in 2016. She is interested in geography and evolutionary 
biology, as well as tertiary education. 

Supporting cast

Owen Atkin
researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/atkin-ok
Professor Owen Atkin is the leader of the ANU Atkin Lab, focusing 
on plant respiration to improve climate change models.

Zak Atkins
www.robertlab.com/Robert_Lab/People.html
Zak is a PhD candidate at La Trobe University whose current research 
focuses on the Guthega skink, an endangered species found only in the 
Australian Alps. His work has been central to conservation endeavours. 
Zak visited us to talk about his work and introduce the skinks.

Elizabeth (Beth) Beckmann
bethbeckmann.wordpress.com
Beth Beckmann is an Australian National Teaching Fellow, Principal 
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, Associate Dean in the ANU 
Science Teaching and Learning Centre, and Reader (Associate Professor) 
in the ANU Centre for Higher Education, Learning and Teaching. After 
gaining a degree in biological sciences from the University of Cambridge, 
Beth studied environmental management and wildlife science in Australia. 
She became a specialist adviser to national park management agencies on 
communicating science to the public and influencing visitor behaviour 
in relation to wildlife. In more recent years, her focus has been university 
teaching, including the design of courses that focus on research-based 
learning and the support of university educators, for which she has won 
several institutional and national awards.  

http://geogenetics.ku.dk/staff/?pure=en/persons/569542
http://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/atkin-ok
http://www.robertlab.com/Robert_Lab/People.html
http://bethbeckmann.wordpress.com
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Justin Borevitz
borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/justin-borevitz-lab-leader
Professor Justin Borevitz is the leader of the ANU Borevitz Lab, working 
on genomics and phenomics in plants, with particular applications in 
climate adaptation.

Tim Brown
borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/tim-brown
Tim is a postdoc researcher in the ANU Borevitz Lab, with a focus on 
using emerging camera technologies in ecological research. Tim joined 
the course to demonstrate some of these.

Ken Green
www.aias.org.au/directory/green1.html
Ken is a researcher with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment committee. Ken spent 
a day with the course talking about the research he and colleagues have 
underway in the park.

Stuart Johnston
au.linkedin.com/in/stuart-johnston-074295ba?trk=prof-samename-
name
Stuart is the Executive Director of Assets and Network Transformation 
at Energy Networks Australia, and was previously a Corporate 
Environmental Manager at TransGrid as well as an Alpine Region Soil 
Conservation Officer with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
Stuart completed a PhD at ANU specialising in alpine ecology. Stuart 
participated as a panellist for our ‘Spotlight’ session.

Mel Schroder
www.researchgate.net/profile/Mellesa_Schroder
Mel is an Environmental Management Officer with the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service. Her work focuses on the complex task of 
monitoring the impacts of new and existing recreational infrastructure on 
the natural environment. Mel joined the course to tell us about research 
in the park and participated as a panellist for our ‘Spotlight’ session.

http://borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/justin-borevitz-lab-leader
http://borevitzlab.anu.edu.au/borevitz-lab-people/tim-brown
http://www.aias.org.au/directory/green1.html
http://au.linkedin.com/in/stuart-johnston-074295ba?trk=prof-samename-name
http://au.linkedin.com/in/stuart-johnston-074295ba?trk=prof-samename-name
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mellesa_Schroder
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Bindi Vanzella
murrumbidgeelandcare.asn.au/projects/rlf
Bindi is a Riverina Regional Landcare Facilitator, supporting biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable agriculture and social inclusion. Bindi 
participated as a panellist for our ‘Spotlight’ session.

http://murrumbidgeelandcare.asn.au/projects/rlf


This text is taken from Researching functional ecology in Kosciuszko 
National Park, edited by Hannah Zurcher, Chia Ming-Dao, 

Michael Whitehead and Adrienne Nicotra, published 2017 by 
ANU eView, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.




