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Editors’ note

Thirty undergraduates, 20 research experts, and 10 days in Kosciuszko 
National Park in the Australian Alps: sounds like a challenge? Well, 
it was, for everyone involved. For most of the students, this was their 
introduction to field research. Intensive preparation paired with equally 
intensive lecture sessions, and students were encouraged to expand on the 
work of their peers. The course itself was ground-breaking: ANU provides 
many fantastic field trips, and has a truly extensive range of intensive 
courses, but nothing quite like BIOL2203 ‘Field Studies in Functional 
Ecology’. Students worked in groups of four or five, sharing data and 
research methods with other groups while investigating challenging 
problems. Lecturers and ‘resource people’ supported and mentored 
students. The format was novel, and immensely successful.

It is from this successful venture that the contents of this inaugural volume 
of Field Studies in Ecology have been sourced. Papers have been selected 
to represent each experiment conducted. Experiments often had several 
excellent submissions available, so selecting representative manuscripts was 
challenging, to say the least. Selected papers were subject to peer review and 
then revised according to requirements for this publication.

Participants on the course were all keen, intelligent, driven students, high 
academic achievers in their university life, and all created high-quality 
research. It is reassuring to know that the future of ecological field research 
is in such capable hands and minds.

We’d like to thank everyone who has made this volume possible, especially 
course convener Adrienne Nicotra for her guidance and support. We’d like 
to thank our submitting authors for the excellent papers, and our reviewers 
for their constructive comments that improved these papers. 

We’re grateful to have been given the opportunity to attend this field 
course, and even more so to have had the opportunity to focus on 
everyone’s hard work and research. We hope that you enjoy reading this 
volume as much as we enjoyed putting it together!

Hannah Zurcher and Ming-Dao Chia
Student Editors
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This volume is the result of dedicated work on the part of my co-editors and 
all the authors as well as unfailing editorial support from Abigail Widdup, 
and support to achieve publication from Beth Beckmann, copyeditor 
Geoff Hunt and staff at ANU Press. The idea of publishing this volume 
came from the ‘Course Books’ produced on a field course I attended as 
a postgraduate student myself. Those books provided a resource for future 
students in the course, as well as for countless other researchers at the 
field sites. I hope this one will do the same. In addition, this book will 
provide a record for the students themselves of their original discoveries 
and contribution to the field, and, I believe, will be a lasting resource and 
inspiration.

Adrienne Nicotra
Editor-in-Chief
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