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Dedication: Robert George Lesslie 

This book is dedicated to the memory of Rob Lesslie, who sadly died in 
March 2014. 

This volume honours Rob’s academic contributions and his national 
influence more generally in land use and management, wilderness 
protection and the conservation of biodiversity. It is the material legacy 
of a collaboration that began at the completion of a national land use 
symposium that was held in June 2015 in his honour, ‘Informing 
Australian land use policy and planning: Past, present and future’.

Rob was a leading Australian geographer and ecologist whose working 
career spanned more than 30 years in natural resources evaluation and 
land use and land management in government, education and the private 
sector. Throughout his career, he published numerous book chapters, 
journal papers and many technical reports. Rob’s impact, however, went 
well beyond this: he was significantly involved in some of the most pressing 
natural resource management policies throughout his extensive career. 

Rob played a significant role in several initiatives: shaping the Australia 
China Environment Development Partnership (ACEDP), developing 
the scientific framework for the WildCountry project and initiating 
the development and ongoing enhancements and applications of the 
Multi-Criteria Analysis Shell for Spatial Decision Support. Rob was 
also the driving force between the establishment of a Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) and the Chinese Forestry 
Economics and Development Research Centre to support future 
cooperative research.

Rob was instrumental in developing and delivering the Australian 
Government’s National Wilderness Inventory program (1986–96) 
and more recently led an advisory team that developed legislation for 
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wilderness protection in South Australia, the Wilderness Protection 
Act 1992. Currently some 1.8 million hectares of wilderness in South 
Australia is protected under the Act as a result of a state-wide assessment 
based on Rob’s work.

Over many years, Rob also made major contributions to the classification 
and mapping of land use, land management regimes and vegetation 
condition. Information derived from these frameworks and assessments 
continue to influence decision-makers at national, state and regional 
levels in the areas of policy formulation, natural resource management 
and conservation. These endeavours reflect his abiding interest, passion 
and dedication to the environment—his life’s purpose, really. 

Rob’s generosity and commitment are exemplified through the enduring 
Lesslie Endowment, which supports research and other activities 
through The Australian National University (ANU) to promote long-
term sustainable management and conservation of Australia’s national 
landscapes and ecosystems. The endowment provides support for research 
grants, scholarships, fellowships, prizes, public seminars and workshops.



This text is taken from Land Use in Australia: Past, Present and Future, 
edited by Richard Thackway, published 2018 by ANU eView, 

The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.




