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Preface

This book has been a winding journey towards 10 propositions about 
how violence cascades and why it matters to understand this. Initially, 
John Braithwaite’s collaboration with Bina D’Costa was to complete the 
coding of a Peacebuilding Compared case study for the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. John learnt that Bina was deeply knowledgeable about Bangladesh, 
having been born and educated there before she moved to study in the 
United States. Hers was a Partition family, while members of the family 
remained in India, her parents made Bangladesh home, and her relatives 
lived in Pakistan. She speaks and understands several of the South Asian 
languages, including Bengali, Hindi and Urdu. She had done extensive 
prior research in Sri Lanka, worked in Nepal and then became a researcher 
of the entire South Asian region’s politics. 

As we worked together, the appeal of a study of cascades of violence across 
South Asia became increasingly compelling. We enjoyed our fieldwork 
bond and each acquired a respect for the complementary disciplinary 
skills of the other—Bina as a regional politics and international relations 
scholar of South Asia and John as a comparative criminologist of violence 
and a scholar of interdisciplinary peacebuilding. Each also acquired 
a fondness and admiration for the family of the other in supporting us 
in our research together. Our love and appreciation go to those beautiful, 
long-suffering families.

We wish to express our appreciation to the Australian Research Council 
for funding this research program over 13 years across two Federation 
Fellowships and several Discovery grants. The United Nations also 
assisted at times with transport, security and accommodation in return 
for presentations to their staff. We have been nurtured by the persistent 
support of The Australian National University (ANU), particularly the 
College of Asia and the Pacific and the School of Regulation and Global 
Governance (RegNet), and the wise counsel of so many ANU specialists 
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in countries and disciplines in which we are not experts. We particularly 
appreciate the insightful assistance we received during our South Asian 
fieldwork from Camille McMahon, Kate Macfarlane, Deb Cleland, 
Naing Ko Ko, Seung-Hun Hong, Kamalesh Adhikari, Ali Wardak, 
Ali Gohar, Naveed Malik Khan, Sultan Azam Temuri, Suvaid Yaseen, 
Rahmanullah, Mushtaq Billal, Mong Marma, Prasenjit Kabil Chakma, 
Malathi de Alwis, Ruki Fernando, Kaushalya Kumarasinghe, Govinda 
Sharma ‘Bandi’, Kashiram Dangi, Bhadra Sharma, Brigadier General 
Abul Basher Imamuzzaman, Fassihudin, Marzio Da Re, Christopher 
Woods, Hassan Rezaei and Sari Braithwaite. Beyond South Asia, we are 
especially appreciative of assistance relevant to this book provided by 
Tamim Rashed, Daban Najmadeed, Aleksandar Marsavelski, Furtuna 
Sheremeti and Symphorien Pyana. Special thanks to the thoughtful and 
helpful critiques of Michael Cookson, Miranda Forsyth, Alan Hajek, Lia 
Kent, Andrew Schuller, ANU Press referees and also the wonderful Frank 
Bongiorno and the Social Sciences Board of ANU Press and our splendid 
copyeditor, Jan Borrie, and editor, Emily Hazlewood. Most of all, thank 
you to some 4,000 anonymous interview informants who gave amazingly 
generously of their time across the past 13 years and often shared delightful 
hospitality as well, and to others on the record who are acknowledged by 
name throughout the text.

John Braithwaite
Bina D’Costa
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