Contributors
Matthew G. Allen is a professor of Development Studies at the
University of the South Pacific. He is a human geographer with over 20
years’ experience working in the Melanesian Pacific. His diverse research
interests include natural resource governance, rural development, state–
society relations, and peace, conflict and development. In addition
to his scholarly research, Matthew has undertaken advisory work for
the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, AusAID/DFAT and
the government of Solomon Islands. He previously held a number of
academic appointments at The Australian National University (ANU)
and was an Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow from 2014 to
2017. Matthew has published several books and around 50 peer-reviewed
articles, chapters and reports. His most recent book is Resource Extraction
and Contentious States (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).
Alumita Durutalo (25 January 1960 – 8 October 2018) was the coordinator
of the Pacific Studies Programme at Te Tumu, School of Māori, Pacific
and Indigenous Studies at the University of Otago. She was a graduate
of the University of the South Pacific (USP) and The Australian National
University (ANU). She taught Politics at USP 1997 to 2001, gained her
PhD from ANU in 2006, and returned to USP to become Acting Director
in Politics in the Diplomacy and International Affairs Programme.
From 2006 to 2009, she was a Commissioner on the Fiji Public Service
Commission. She was the author of a number of publications on Pacific
Islands politics and her research interests included political parties,
foreign policy, elections and democratisation in the Pacific Islands states;
indigenous leadership and development in the Pacific Islands; and
indigenous languages, culture and identity amongst Pacific Islands
migrants in the First World. She possessed a dignity, empathy, generosity
and modesty that is much missed.
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Stewart Firth is a research fellow at the Department of Pacific Affairs,
College of Asia and the Pacific, The Australian National University (ANU).
He was a professor of politics at the University of the South Pacific, Suva,
1998 to 2004 and greatly enjoyed the experience. He co‑edited From
Election to Coup in Fiji: The 2006 Campaign and Its Aftermath (2007),
Politics and State-Building in Solomon Islands (2008), and The 2006
Military Takeover in Fiji: A Coup to End All Coups? (2009), all published
by ANU E Press. He is the author of Australia in International Politics:
An Introduction to Australian Foreign Policy, 3rd edn (Allen & Unwin,
2011). He is chair of the Pacific Editorial Board for ANU Press, and he
co-teaches an ANU undergraduate course on Pacific politics. His research
focuses on the international relations of the Pacific Islands.
Miranda Forsyth is an associate professor in the School of Regulation
and Global Governance (RegNet) in the College of Asia and Pacific at
The Australian National University (ANU). The broad focus of Miranda’s
research is investigating the possibilities and challenges of the interoperation of state and non-state justice and regulatory systems. She
also works on the issue of how best to localise or vernacularise foreign
legal norms and procedures. In July 2015, she completed a three-year
Australian Research Council Discovery–funded project to investigate
the impact of intellectual property laws on development in Pacific Island
countries. Prior to coming to the ANU, Miranda was a senior lecturer
in criminal law at the Law School of the University of the South Pacific,
based in Port Vila, Vanuatu for eight years. Miranda is the author of A Bird
that Flies with Two Wings: Kastom and State Justice Systems in Vanuatu
(ANU E Press, 2009) and co-author of Weaving Intellectual Property Policy
in Small island Developing States (Intersentia, 2015). Miranda is currently
working on a multi-year research project investigating ways to overcome
sorcery accusations and related violence in Papua New Guinea.
Joseph D. Foukona is a lawyer and has considerable experience in his
chosen field of land legislation and reform in the Pacific. He has been
a lecturer at the School of Law, University of the South Pacific since
2004, and obtained his PhD at The Australian National University
(ANU). His research focus matches closely his keen personal interest in
finding solutions to the seemingly intractable problem of the alignment
in Melanesia between customary land tenure systems on one hand and
state legislation, land administration and commercial demands on the
other. He has worked with non-government organisations and local
communities and consulted for international and regional organisations.
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He was educated in Solomon Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea,
New Zealand and Australia, with a PhD on land law reform from ANU.
He continues to be involved in ANU projects in the Pacific.
Jon Fraenkel is a visiting fellow with the Department of Pacific Affairs,
College of Asia and the Pacific, The Australian National University
(ANU), and a professor of comparative politics in the School of History,
Philosophy, Political Science and International Relations at Victoria
University of Wellington. He was formerly a senior research fellow based
at ANU (2007–12) and taught at the University of the South Pacific
in Fiji (1995–2007). He is Pacific correspondent for The Economist
magazine. His research focuses on the politics of the Pacific Islands
region, institutional design in divided societies, electoral systems, political
economy and the economic history of Oceania.
Greg Fry is an honorary associate professor in the Asia Pacific College
of Diplomacy in the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs at
The Australian National University (ANU). He is also currently an adjunct
associate professor in the School of Government, Development and
International Affairs at the University of the South Pacific (USP). He was
formerly Academic Co-ordinator of Graduate Studies in Diplomacy
and International Affairs at the USP from 2011 to 2015. Prior to that,
he was for 23 years the Director of Graduate Studies in International
Affairs at the ANU. In 1981, he taught politics at USP in the School
of Social and Economic Development. Greg’s research focuses on the
geopolitics and international politics of the South Pacific region, conflict
and conflict resolution in the Pacific Island states, and the politics of
regionalism and regional diplomacy. He is co-editor of Australia’s Regional
Security, Contending Images of World Politics (with Jacinta O’Hagan; Red
Globe Press, 2000) and Intervention and State-Building in the Pacific
(with Tarcisius Kabutaulaka; Manchester University Press, 2008). His
most recent publication, The New Pacific Diplomacy, was co-edited with
Dr Sandra Tarte of USP and published by ANU Press (2015).
Epeli Hau‘ofa (7 December 1939 – 11 January 2009) was born of
Tongan missionary parents in Papua New Guinea and gained his PhD on
the Mekeo people of Papua at The Australian National University (ANU)
in 1981. He was head of the Department of Sociology at the University of
the South Pacific (USP) from 1983, and later head of the School of Social
and Economic Development. In 1997, he became the founding director
of USP’s Oceania Centre for Arts and Culture, which quickly became
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a hub of Pacific artistic expression and intellectual activity. He and his
wife Barbara made Fiji their home. As the late Ratu Joni Madraiwiwi
wrote of Epeli, he ‘was a larger than life figure. His beard and genial visage
were reinforced by an ever-present twinkle in his eye. He had a boundless
capacity for humour, as well as an understated tongue-in-cheek manner’.
More than any other Pacific Islander of his generation, he offered a new
and positive conceptualisation of Pacific development and identity,
emphasising the way in which the ocean connected rather than separated
Pacific peoples.
Tarcisius Kabutaulaka is currently the director of the Center for Pacific
Islands Studies (CPIS) at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He is
a political scientist with a PhD from The Australian National University
(ANU) and undergraduate and master’s degrees from the University of
the South Pacific (USP). He joined the CPIS in 2009. Prior to that, he
worked for six years as a research fellow at the East-West Center’s Pacific
Islands Development Program. Before moving to Hawai‘i in 2003, he
taught history and political studies at the USP in Fiji. Over the years,
Kabutaulaka has also done consultancy work for governments and
regional and international organisations. He is the editor for the Pacific
Islands Monograph Series and the founding editor of Oceania Currents.
He is also a member of the editorial board of The Contemporary Pacific.
Kabutaulaka comes from the Weather Coast of Guadalcanal in Solomon
Islands.
Labasa-born Brij Vilash Lal went to the University of the South Pacific
(USP) in 1971 on a government scholarship to prepare for a career as
a high school teacher of English and history. Instead, in 1974 he became
USP’s first-ever graduate to do postgraduate studies overseas—at the
University of British Columbia. He returned to teach briefly at USP
before going to The Australian National University (ANU) to do a PhD.
He returned to USP for three years before accepting an appointment at the
University of Hawai‘i in 1983. He joined ANU in 1990 and retired from
there as professor of Pacific and Asian history in 2016, receiving along
the way many honours and awards for his scholarship and contributions
to the humanities, including Australia’s Centenary of Federation Medal,
Fellowship of the Australian Humanities Academy, and Member of the
Order of Australia. He remains ever grateful to USP for the great start
he got there from fondly remembered inspirational teachers.
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Vijay Naidu’s future was moulded by the establishment of the University
of the South Pacific (USP). In 1974, he completed his bachelor’s degree
with a ‘cafeteria combination’ of sociology, politics, geography, history
and economics. He then began tutoring in Foundation Politics and
Advanced Pacific History courses. On a part-time basis, he completed his
master’s degree in political sociology. In 1989, he completed his doctoral
degree in the sociology of development at the University of Sussex, UK.
Over the last 44 years, he has worked at USP as tutor, lecturer, reader,
professor, head of school, dean, pro-vice chancellor and acting vice
chancellor. He has served as professor and director of Development Studies
at USP and at Victoria University of Wellington. He has worked with
colleagues at ANU including David Hegarty, Stewart Firth, Greg Fry, Jon
Fraenkel and Brij Lal. Over the last 30 years, he has attended a number
of conferences and seminars convened by ANU scholars. A number of his
conference papers have been published in books and journals. He is on
the editorial board of a number of international scholarly journals. He has
served as consultant to government, non-government organisations
(NGOs) and United Nations agencies. He has served in various Fiji
Government Commissions. He is active in a number of NGOs.
Steven Ratuva is director of Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific
Studies and professor of anthropology and sociology at the University of
Canterbury. He is a former fellow at The Australian National University
(ANU) and worked at the University of the South Pacific for 11 years as
head of sociology and a senior fellow in development and governance.
With a PhD from the University of Sussex, he has published widely on
development, conflict, political change, coups, social protection, elections,
ethnicity, security, military, affirmative action, gender and nationalism.
He has also published widely on the politics of Fiji.
Claire Slatter retired from academia in 2018 after 23 years of teaching
politics at the University of the South Pacific (USP). She also set up
(with Dr Margaret Mishra) and taught ethics for close to three years at
the Fiji National University. Claire did her first degree in politics and
sociology at USP, her master’s at The Australian National University
(ANU) under an ANU scholarship, and her PhD at Massey University
(Albany Campus). She is a gender and development specialist, a founding
member and current board chair of the Global South feminist network of
scholar activists, Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era
(DAWN), and a founding and active member of the Pacific Network on
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Globalisation (PANG). She is also a founding member of the Citizens
Constitutional Forum of Fiji. Claire’s research and publications have
mainly focused on the politics of development in the Pacific region.
Sandra Tarte is an associate professor and head of the School of
Government, Development and International Affairs, Faculty of Business
and Economics at the University of the South Pacific (USP). She has been
a lecturer and senior lecturer at USP since 1995 and has held various
roles, including head of the School of Social Sciences. Sandra graduated
with a PhD in East Asian Studies from The Australian National University
(ANU) in 1996. Her PhD thesis, ‘Japan’s Aid Diplomacy and the Pacific
Islands’, was co-published by the National Centre for Development
Studies at ANU and USP’s Institute of Pacific Studies in 1998. Sandra
has written widely on regional cooperation in the Pacific, with a focus
on fisheries management and conservation. She has also consulted for
the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency, the South Pacific Regional
Environment Program, the International Development Centre, Tokyo,
and Greenpeace Pacific.
Katerina Martina Teaiwa is an associate professor in the School of
Culture, History and Language, College of Asia and the Pacific at
The Australian National University (ANU). Born in Fiji, she spent many
years on the Suva campus of the University of the South Pacific (USP),
where her mother, Joan Teaiwa, worked in extension services and her
sister, Teresia Teaiwa, was a lecturer. Professor Epeli Hau‘ofa was a close
mentor and introduced Katerina to Seiuli Allan Alo Va‘ai. Together they
founded the Oceania Dance Theatre (ODT), which is now part of the
performing arts programme of the Oceania Centre for Arts, Culture and
Pacific Studies at USP. Allan and Katerina developed the ODT’s first
international shows for Canberra and Honolulu titled Boiling Ocean I
and II shortly after the Fiji coup of 2000. They collaborated for many
years, including on a field school involving USP, National University of
Samoa, and ANU students in 2013. Katerina’s research is on histories of
phosphate mining in Kiribati and the relocation of Banabans to Fiji. She
has also been a consultant with UNESCO and the Secretariat of the Pacific
Community on cultural policy in Oceania. She is author of Consuming
Ocean Island: Stories of People and Phosphate from Banaba (Indiana
University Press, 2015). In 2017, she converted her research into a visual
arts exhibition, Project Banaba, for Carriageworks, Sydney. Katerina is
currently vice president of the Australian Association for Pacific Studies.
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Morgan Tuimaleali‘ifano is an associate professor in history, former
head of the School of the Social Sciences, and former coordinator of
the history discipline in the Faculty of Arts, Law and Education, at the
University of the South Pacific (USP). His current research lies in three
areas: the evolution of Indigenous leadership within Western frameworks,
the influence of the Pacific diaspora on Indigeous society, and framing
a pan-Pacific identity. His PhD was supervised at The Australian National
University by Drs Niel Gunson, Donald Denoon and Deryck Scarr, and
awarded by USP in 1997. It resulted in the publication of O Tama-a-Āiga:
The Politics of Succession to Samoa’s Paramount Titles in 2006 (Institute of
Pacific Studies, USP) and a series of articles. He is a member of the Pacific
History Association, having served as its past president and convenor
of two conferences in 2002 in Samoa and 2008 in Fiji.
Joeli Veitayaki is from Gau Island, Fiji, and has been associated with
the University of the South Pacific (USP) since 1979. He completed
his undergraduate and master’s degrees at USP and has worked there
since 1990. Joeli attained his PhD in environment and development
from The Australian National University in 2000 and has maintained
his connections with mentors and colleagues there. He is currently an
associate professor at the School of Marine Studies and as well as the
director of the International Ocean Institute – Pacific Islands Operational
Centre and co-chair of the Korea South Pacific Fisheries Forum. Joeli
has published papers in the areas of customary marine tenure, capacity
building, Law of the Sea, marine resources management, communitybased resource management, and regional cooperation. He has worked
and collaborated with trainers and researchers in most of the Pacific Island
countries as well as in Australia, Canada, the US, South Africa, Portugal,
Japan, France, Norway, Korea, and Scotland.
R. Gerard Ward first did research on land use studies in Fiji in 1958.
This was followed by completion of land use maps of the main islands
based on aerial photograph interpretation. These were published in 1964,
and a volume entitled Land Use and Population in Fiji was published by
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, London, in 1965. He continued to conduct
research in and on Fiji in subsequent years and maintained connections
with the University of the South Pacific from soon after it was established.
His studies in the Pacific Islands began in Samoa when he was a member
of staff in the Department of Geography at Auckland University College,
continued at University College London (1961–67), University of Papua
New Guinea (1967–71), and subsequently at The Australian National
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University (ANU). He was director of the Research School of Pacific
Studies at ANU from 1980 to 1993. He formally retired in December
1997, but has remained a professor emeritus.
Christine Weir studied history at the University of Cambridge, trained
as a history teacher, and in 1976 accompanied her husband Tony to the
University of the South Pacific (USP), where he was employed as a physics
lecturer. During eight years in Fiji, she taught in Fiji schools, learned
about Pacific history, and did some tutoring at USP in social science
and education. During the following years, while resident in Canberra,
she returned to study at The Australian National University (ANU),
completing a master’s in anthropology and then a PhD in Pacific history
(2003) on missionary ideas about work in Fiji and Solomon Islands.
In 2007, Christine returned to Fiji to take up the position of lecturer
in history at USP, which she held for seven years, teaching a variety of
courses in Pacific and world history, supervising several research students,
and researching colonial and contemporary Christianity in the Pacific.
Since returning to Canberra in 2014, she has continued her research
as an honorary lecturer in the College of Asia and the Pacific at ANU
and is currently working on a biography of Bishop Jabez Bryce, the first
Indigenous Bishop of Polynesia.
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This text is taken from Understanding Oceania: Celebrating the University
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