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This book is the result of a major team effort. It arose out of the several
draft accounts written 50 years after the events that they describe. Max
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operations.
Our battalion, 5 RAR – 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment
– and our sister unit, 6 RAR, were the first two Australian battalions
in Vietnam to be composed of both regular (volunteer) soldiers and
conscripted national servicemen. Given the controversial nature of the
Vietnam War, there was ample potential for friction to occur between
national servicemen and regulars. Due to good fortune and careful
management, the two units were harmonious in the way in which they
functioned. There were times when some of the national servicemen let
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it be known that there were other ways in which they would rather be
occupied than being in the army. However, we were spared the disciplinary
crises that some of our allies had to endure. The battalion functioned as a
team, and its members saw to it that the dividing line between conscript
and volunteer was not accentuated. We all knew that we needed the
full team, with its many components, if we were to survive the year and
achieve something useful. Hence, we have put together a team of authors
that includes both regular and conscript soldiers. We are grateful to those,
both officers and soldiers, who contributed their recollections of testing
experiences to Chapters 8, 9 and 10.
Our rifle company soldiers were grouped into sections, small teams of
nominally 10 men, who were right at the point of most of our actions
and contacts with the enemy. Three sections and a four-man headquarters
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These young men were seldom older than the soldiers they commanded,
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operations officer, Major Max Carroll, who also served as a rifle company
commander, and Captain Peter Isaacs, the adjutant and assistant operations
officer. Sadly, our commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel John Warr,
died in 1999, but his family have rallied to give us their thoughts and
comments, particularly concerning John’s wider thinking on how to meet
our responsibilities most effectively. We are particularly grateful to John’s
widow Shirley, and their daughter Anne and sons Peter and Mark, for
their contributions, especially Mark for his part in writing Chapter 16.
Working closely with John Warr were our second in command, Major
Stan Maizey, and our multi-skilled regimental medical officer, Captain
Tony White, who both had unusual and enlightening perspectives to give
us. Stan passed away in 2018, but he has left his readers with a rare picture
of a battalion that went to war under-equipped and that had to ‘live off
the land’ in order to be able to function properly in terms of food, tentage,
radios and weapons. Tony, a young graduate medical officer, had to keep
over 800 young Australians fit and healthy, and treat all the injuries and
sicknesses that are regular occurrences in war. Sometimes he was called
upon to expose himself to danger in order to assist those who had been
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seriously wounded. He and some of the rifle company medical assistants
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and Ted Harrison, have helped with the illustrations. Author and Vietnam
veteran Major Bruce Davies MBE (Retd) magically provided pristine
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of Mayne Maps cleverly used it to produce the maps which support our
authors’ narratives.
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Map 1: Phuoc Tuy Province 1966.

Source: Designed by Ron Boxall and produced by Alan Mayne from a map provided by the Army
History Unit.
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