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China’s own firms have become more
competitive in the personal electronics
and automobile industries. To hedge
against the downsides of trade with
China, South Korean policymakers are

solution. At the same time, until that
solution is found, Seoul will likely try to
keep its American ally by its side. South
Korea’s future relies on maintaining a

considering a range of institutional and

delicate balancing act, as well as the

cooperative frameworks to strengthen

ability to achieve greater independence

trade and investment relationships

both economically and in terms of

with other countries in the region,

security from the two ‘whales’ — not
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told The Atlantic’s Michael Schuman:
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live in a multipolar system. No smart
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