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Between 18 and 24 October, the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) held its Nineteenth 
National Congress. In his three-hour-long 
Report, General Secretary Xi Jinping heralded 
the dawn of a new era for socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, an age in which the contradiction 
between ‘unbalanced and inadequate development 
and the people’s ever-growing needs for a better 
life’ has replaced that between ‘the ever-growing 
material and cultural needs of the people and 
backward social production’. While not directly 
referring to workers, the Report went to great 
length to highlight the many achievements of the 
CCP in improving people’s livelihoods (minsheng). 
Xi cited as evidence of these improvements the 
fact that government policies have lifted sixty 
million people out of poverty. He also recognised 
that employment is key to people’s livelihood, 
citing the steady creation of thirteen million 
urban jobs per year. The Report recommended 
policies to facilitate and improve the quality of 
employment, including expanding skills training 
and encouraging entrepreneurship. Since urban 
citizens have seen their incomes increase at a 
faster rate than China’s economic growth, with 
the ‘middle-income’ group continuing to expand, 
the CCP called upon the government to play a 
role in income redistribution to narrow income 
disparity. Furthermore, Xi pointed to the success 
of establishing a better social security system, 
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with efforts to expand the coverage of healthcare, 
pensions, unemployment insurance, and affordable 
housing. Xi concluded this section of the Report by 
pointing out that because of these efforts, society 
is stable and national security is strengthened as 
a result. 
Despite the Report’s claim that China is led by 
the working class in alliance with the peasantry, 
references to workers are few and far between. In 
the entire text, ‘migrant workers’ (nongmingong) are 
mentioned only once, in a passage that encourages 
migrants to maintain multiple avenues for finding 
employment. The Report also made no mention of 
the household registration system (hukou or huji), 
a fundamental issue for rural migrants. References 
to ‘workers’ (gongren) are only made to state that 
the country is led by the working class, and to call 
on the CCP to expand membership among many 
groups, including workers. There is one further, 
brief reference to ‘employees’ (zhigong) in relation 
to improving the old-age pension system for urban 
employees. 
The most explicit reference to labour relations 
comes in a section on the tripartite collective 
negotiation mechanism. This tripartite system 
has been promoted since the 1990s, but has only 
taken on a sense of urgency in the last decade, as 
more and more workers have organised themselves 
to demand higher pay and better conditions. The 
Report states that a tripartite mechanism in which 
the government, official union (representing 
workers), and enterprises negotiate wages and 
labour conditions will contribute to a more just 
and orderly income distribution, as well as to more 
harmonious industrial relations. However, it must 
be noted that the push for tripartite collective 
negotiation has stalled in recent years and that the 
Report makes only one reference to trade unions, 
where it demands that mass organisations become 
more political, progressive, and mass-based, in 
order to more effectively serve as transmission 
belts between the Party and workers. In sum, it 
appears that even in the new era there will be very 
little that is new for China’s working class. KL

(Sources: Party Congress Report in Chinese; 
Party Congress Report in English)
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The Good Samaritan Law 
Comes into Effect

Human Rights with Chinese 
Characteristics?

On 1 October, the General Rules of Civil Law—a 
collection of general principles of Civil Law—came 
into effect. Article 184 is generally referred to as 
the ‘Good Samaritan Law’, stating that those who 
attempt to aid others in emergency situations will 
not be liable under any circumstances. This clause 
aims at solving the dilemma of people who, after 
helping an injured person, end up falsely accused 
by the victim of having caused the injury in the 
first place. The scope of the article has been the 
subject of numerous discussions that have resulted 
in Chinese legislators producing different drafts of 
the rule over the years. The core of the controversy 
concerns the definition of gross negligence in the 
process of rescue, and the general tendency of 
Chinese law to look at anyone connected to a loss 
to share that loss, regardless of their level of fault. 
The provision comes in the wake of a number of 
incidents widely reported by the Chinese media, 
in which either bystanders showed egregious 
indifference to suffering, or victims who had 
received assistance sued their helpers. One of the 
most iconic cases took place in Nanjing in 2006. 
That year, a young man named Peng Yu helped 
an old woman to get to the hospital after she 
was injured while getting off a bus. In return, he 
was sued for his troubles. In that case, the court 
decided against him, stating that ‘no one would 
in good conscience help someone unless they feel 
guilty’, causing a public furor (although in 2012 it 
turned out that Peng was actually guilty). In 2011, 
China was shocked by the case of Wang Yue, a two-
year-old toddler who passed away after having 
been run over by two vans while being ignored by 
passersby. More recently, in June this year, a video 
went viral in China, in which a woman was hit by 
a vehicle and then was left unaided until a second 
vehicle killed her. EN

(Sources: BBC; Caixin; China Digital Times; 
National People’s Congress; The China 
Collection; The New York Times; Xinhuanet;)

On 7 December 2017, about three hundred 
participants from over fifty mostly developing 
countries gathered in Beijing for the ‘South-South 
Human Rights Forum’. In his opening address, 
President Xi Jinping reiterated that ‘human 
rights must and can only be promoted in light of 
specific national conditions and people’s needs.’ 
The initiative took place after another string of 
harrowing events. On 17 October, the Chinese 
authorities claimed that Gui Minhai—a Hong 
Kong bookseller who mysteriously disappeared 
two years ago in Thailand before resurfacing in 
mainland China, imprisoned on charges related 
to a drunk-driving incident that had occurred 
more than ten years earlier—had been released, 
but since then there has been no further news 
about his whereabouts. In early November, the 
police in Liaoning province arrested human 
rights lawyer Li Yuhan on unknown charges. On 
7 November, dissident writer Yang Tongyan, who 
had been in detention since 2006 and had nearly 
completed a twelve-year sentence for subversion, 
died from a brain tumor barely three months after 
having been released on medical parole. Later the 
same month, two more activists—lawyer Jiang 
Tianyong and Taiwanese human rights activist 
Lee Ming-che—were respectively sentenced to 
two and five years imprisonment on subversion 
charges. There has been little reaction from the 
international community. In late October, foreign 
media reported that a human rights panel at the 
United Nations had called on China to release 
and compensate three prominent human rights 
activists—Christian church leader Hu Shigen 
(condemned to seven and half years in detention), 
lawyer Zhou Shifeng (condemned to seven years 
in detention), and the aforementioned Xie Yang. 
On 10 December, international Human Rights 
Day, the European Union Delegation and United 
States Embassy to China both released statements 
expressing concern about ‘China’s ongoing denial 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms’. IF 
 
(Sources: China Change; China Digital Times; 
China News Service; EU Delegation to China; 
South China Morning Post 1; South China 
Morning Post 2; The Guardian 1; The Guardian 2; 
The New York Times)
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China Continues to Extend 
Influence over Foreign 
Publishing and Universities

In the months following the uproar caused by the 
Cambridge University Press censorship fiasco 
(see Loubere and Franceschini in Made in China 
3/2017), the Chinese government has continued to 
exert pressure on foreign publishers operating in 
the country. In late October, it was revealed that 
Springer Nature, one of the largest commercial 
academic publishers in the world, had capitulated 
to the Chinese censors, blocking access to at least 
one thousand ‘politically sensitive’ articles on 
their Chinese website. The publisher defended 
the decision by saying that only 1 percent of 
total content had been ‘limited’, and claiming 
that it was necessary to comply in order to avoid 
wider restrictions. In mid-November, Australian 
academic Clive Hamilton went public saying that 
Allen & Unwin withdrew his forthcoming book 
Silent Invasion: How China Is Turning Australia 
into a Puppet State, due to fears of defamation 
litigation. In late November, SAGE Publishing 
warned that they might be required to censor 
content or be pushed out of the Chinese market. 
The increasing assertiveness of Chinese censors 
and their zeal to push foreign publishers to self-
censor in order to access the large Chinese market 
has resulted in numerous headlines and petitions. 
However, despite the high-profile coverage, the 
response from the wider academic community 
outside of China-focussed social sciences has been 
largely apathetic. Beijing’s efforts to influence 
foreign academia have not been limited to the 
publishing sphere. In mid-November, over two 
thousand foreign-funded joint venture universities 
in China were instructed to set up party units and 
give the new party secretaries a role in decision 
making through seats on institutional boards. This 
decision comes at the end of a year filled with 
continuous controversy about Chinese influence 
in higher-education institutions abroad. NL

(Sources: BBC; Financial Times 1; Financial 
Times 2; Financial Times 3; Reuters; The New 
York Times)

Beijing Evicts ‘Low-end 
Population’

On 18 November, a fire broke out in the basement 
of an apartment block inhabited mostly by migrant 
workers in Beijing’s Daxing district, killing 
nineteen and injuring eight. Around four hundred 
people lived in cramped conditions in the two-
story structure. In the aftermath of the tragedy, 
the city authorities launched a forty-day campaign 
to inspect and demolish buildings that unlawfully 
mixed residential and industrial facilities, as well 
as overcrowded apartments. This led to a wave 
of evictions that mostly affected the migrant 
population of the Chinese capital, with thousands 
of migrants forced out of their residences and 
left homeless in spite of the cold temperatures. 
As part of the campaign, officials also shut down 
small plants, shops, and restaurants, in some cases 
going as far as to cut electricity and water without 
any notice. While state censors were quick to 
take control of the media narrative, for a few days 
Chinese social media was abuzz with discussions 
and denunciations of how the crackdown was 
targeting Beijing’s ‘low-end population’ (diduan 
renkou), a term that first appeared in official 
debates a few years ago referring to those who 
work in low-end service and manufacturing jobs, 
and that more recently has come back in vogue in 
relation to plans to cap the capital’s population at 
twenty-three million by 2020. Since the beginning 
of the campaign, the crackdown has drawn 
widespread condemnation from the Chinese public. 
Some migrant communities took to the streets in 
an attempt to resist, and more than one hundred 
intellectuals signed an open letter demanding an 
end to the evictions. Even some state media have 
been unusually critical. On 27 November, Beijing 
Communist Party Chief Cai Qi declared that the 
campaign should not be carried out in a simplistic 
and hasty manner, and that those evicted should be 
given time to move out. While addressing serious 
problems of safety, the campaign is also part of a 
broader move to change the face of the Chinese 
capital. IF 

(Sources: BBC; Caixin Global; China Digital 
Times; China Media Project; People’s Daily; 
Quartz; Reuters; South China Morning Post 1; 
South China Morning Post 2)
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Foxconn Entangled in 
Another Scandal

On 21 November, Foxconn came once again under 
the spotlight following a media investigation into 
its forced use of seasonal student interns. The 
Financial Times uncovered that three thousand 
high school students from the local Urban Rail 
Transit School had been forced to work eleven-
hour shifts at the company’s plant in Zhengzhou, 
Henan province, to produce the new iPhone X. 
Since the early 2010s, Foxconn has been repeatedly 
criticised for illegally using student interns (see 
Chan’s essay in Made in China 3/2017). As recently 
as July this year, a university offered a public 
apology for forcing its students into a three-
month internship at a Foxconn factory in Yantai 
in Shandong province (see the brief in Made in 
China 3/2017). While admitting the violation 
of the rules regarding overtime, the company 
insisted that student internships were voluntary, a 
fact that was contradicted by the Financial Times 
investigation. The next day, on 22 November, 
Foxconn announced it had taken immediate action 
to address the violations. However, by that time, 
as the busy season from August to December was 
coming to an end, the use of student interns had 
already become unnecessary. Such practices have 
been found across electronics manufacturers. 
In October, the Hong Kong-based labour rights 
group, Students and Scholars Against Corporate 
Misbehaviour, reported that vocational school 
students were forced to work at Quanta Computer, 
which supplies global brands such as Apple, Acer, 
Hewlett-Packard, and Sony. Local governments 
have been complicit in allowing such practices 
to prevent businesses from relocating to other 
regions where labour is cheaper and more flexible. 
KL

(Sources: Financial Times 1; Financial Times 2; 
Sina News (Chinese); The Guardian)

New Implementation Rules 
for the Counter-espionage 
Law Released

On 6 December, the State Council released the 
Implementation Rules for the Counter-espionage 
Law that had come into force earlier in November 
2014. The new Rules significantly enhance the 
powers of the State Security, which already 
had gained significant clout under the original 
legislation. In particular, according to Article 
8 of the new Rules, the State Security gains the 
power to investigate acts of subversion that are 
not necessarily related to espionage, including 
situations involving ‘fabricating or distorting facts, 
publishing or disseminating text or information 
that endangers national security, or creating, 
transmitting, or publishing a/v products or other 
publications that endanger national security’; 
‘using religion to carry out activities endangering 
national security’; and ‘foreign individuals 
[violating] the relevant provisions, not [heeding] 
discouragement, and, without authorization, 
[meeting] with mainland persons who have conduct 
endangering national security or who are strongly 
suspected of having conduct endangering national 
security’. Article 6 also expands the concept of 
‘funding’ espionage to include providing funding 
to those who engage in espionage even if the 
money is not used for that aim and the funder is not 
aware of the illegal conduct. This will significantly 
reinforce the hand of the State Security in dealing 
with activists and NGOs working in politically 
sensitive areas, as well as serve to intimidate their 
foreign donors. As noted in previous issues of 
this journal, since Xi Jinping has come to power, 
the Chinese leadership has displayed increasing 
concern with matters of national security. In 
2013, the Chinese Communist Party established 
a new secretive National Security Commission, 
and in November 2014, the Chinese government 
passed the Counter-espionage Law, followed a few 
months later by the National Security Law. Since 
2016, 15 April has been labelled ‘National Security 
Education Day’, i.e. a day for raising public 
awareness about national security issues.  IF

(Sources: China Law Translate 1; China Law 
Translate 2; South China Morning Post 1; South 
China Morning Post 2)
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