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BIOS
Bilal Zenab AHMED
Bilal Zenab Ahmed is a writer, activist, 
and graduate student currently finishing 
her doctoral studies at SOAS, University of 
London. She specialises in bodily politics, 
economics of underdevelopment, and 
state and anti-state violence in Northwest 
Pakistan. She has been published in The 
Guardian, Verso Blog, The New Arab, and 
Souciant, where she was an associate editor. 
 
Joel ANDREAS
Joel Andreas is Associate Professor of Sociology 
at Johns Hopkins University, and studies 
political contention and social change in China. 
His first book, Rise of the Red Engineers: The 
Cultural Revolution and the Rise of China’s 
New Class (2009), analysed the contentious 
merger of old and new elites following the 1949 
Revolution. His latest book, Disenfranchised: The 
Rise and Fall of Industrial Citizenship in China 
(2019), traces the fundamental transformations 
of industrial relations over the past seven 
decades.

Judith AUDIN
Judith Audin is a researcher at the French 
Centre for Research on Contemporary China 
(Hong Kong) and the chief editor of China 
Perspectives. Her research focuses on socio-
political networks in Beijing’s neighbourhoods, 
the ethnography of the coal industry and social 
change in Datong (Shanxi), as well as abandoned 
places and contemporary ruins in China.

A. C. BAECKER
A. C. Baeker is a doctoral candidate in the 
department of Asian Languages and Cultures 
at the University of Michigan. Her dissertation 
explores concepts and cultures of labour during 
the Maoist period, focussing on forms of labour 
not traditionally recognised as productive. She 
holds a master’s degree in modern Chinese 
literature from Tsinghua University and a 
bachelor’s degree in comparative literature 
from UC Berkeley. She has published widely on 
contemporary art.

CAI Qing
Cai Qing is an artist, curator, and art critic active 
in the field of contemporary and performance art. 
Among the numerous projects and exhibitions 
that he has curated is ‘Trace of Existence’ (Beijing 
1989, in collaboration with Feng Boyi), one of the 
most important underground art exhibitions 
in China. More recent performance art shows 
include ‘Construction before Deconstruction’ 
(Zhengzhou Shifo village 2008) and ‘Parabiosis’ 
(Chongqing Yangzi River Art Museum 2016). 
He has also written and published several 
influential books in both Chinese and English 
on art criticism, including Performance Art and 
Spiritual Therapy (2012).

Anita CHAN
Anita Chan is Visiting Fellow at the Political 
and Social Change Department, the Australian 
National University. Prior to that, she was 
Research Professor at University of Technology 
Sydney. Her current research focuses on Chinese 
labour issues. She has published widely on 
Chinese workers’ conditions, the Chinese trade 
union, and labour rights. She is the co-editor of 
The China Journal with Jonathan Unger.
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Tina Mai CHEN
Tina Mai Chen is Professor of History at the 
University of Manitoba. Her research focuses 
on internationalism, feminism, and socialism 
as ideal and practice in China. Her recent work 
includes curating the exhibition ‘Moving Images, 
Moving People’ (featuring multimedia works by 
Tong Lam) at the 2019 Scotiabank CONTACT 
Photography Festival.

Christopher CONNERY
Christopher Connery teaches in the Literature 
Department at the University of California Santa 
Cruz and in the graduate programme in Cultural 
Studies at Shanghai University. He has been a 
member of the Grass Stage theater troupe since 
2010, participating as writer, actor, political 
consultant, brick carrier, and other roles. He has 
also worked as a psychogeographer in Shanghai, 
on projects that included The Alley Plays (
巷子戏, 2012) and the ongoing Suzhou Creek 
Project (走河, 2015–). He has published on early 
imperial Chinese culture, the figure of the ocean 
in capitalist geo-mythology, the global 1960s, 
and contemporary China. Recent essays have 
appeared in boundary 2, Historical Materialism, 
热风学术, and the New Left Review.

Geoffrey CROTHALL
Geoffrey Crothall is Communications Director 
at China Labour Bulletin (CLB). He has 
worked at CLB since 2007 and was the Beijing 
correspondent for the South China Morning 
Post from 1991 to 1996.

Ivan FRANCESCHINI
Ivan Franceschini is a Postdoctoral Fellow at 
the Australian Centre on China in the World, 
The Australian National University. His current 
research focuses on the impact of Chinese 
investment on Cambodian society. He published 
several books related to China, on topics ranging 
from human trafficking to digital activism, 
from labour struggles to civil society. In 2011, 
he co-directed with Tommaso Facchin the 
documentary Dreamwork China and is currently 
working on a second documentary on mass 
fainting in Cambodian garment factories. He co-
edits the Made in China Journal.

Mark FRAZIER
Marc Frazier is a Professor of Politics at The 
New School, where he also serves as Academic 
Director of the India China Institute. He teaches 
and writes about social policy in China and 
efforts to reduce inequalities. His recent research 
draws comparisons between China and India in 
terms of how each has coped with challenges 
related to inequality and urbanisation. He is 
the author of Socialist Insecurity: Pensions and 
the Politics of Uneven Development in China 
(2010) and The Making of the Chinese Industrial 
Workplace (2002). His latest book is The Power of 
Place: Contentious Politics in Twentieth-Century 
Shanghai and Bombay (2019).

Ruben GONZALEZ-VICENTE
Ruben Gonzalez-Vicente is a lecturer at Leiden 
University. His research examines ‘South-South’ 
development cooperation, China’s relations with 
Latin America and the Caribbean, the social 
dynamics of natural resource extraction, and the 
transformation of politics under late capitalism. 
His work has been published in journals such 
as Review of International Political Economy, 
Political Geography, Globalizations, The China 
Quarterly, and Latin American Politics and 
Society. Ruben received his PhD from Cambridge 
in 2012, and worked as an assistant professor 
in City University of Hong Kong between 2012 
and 2016 before moving to the Netherlands. 

Timothy GROSE
Timothy Grose is an Associate Professor of China 
Studies at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. 
His research on expressions of Uyghur ethno-
national identities and public performances of 
Islamic piety has been published in The China 
Journal, Journal of Contemporary China, China 
File, and Dissent. Timothy’s commentary on 
ethnic policy in Xinjiang has appeared in Al 
Jazeera, The Atlantic, CNN, The Diplomat, The 
Economist, Foreign Policy, The Guardian, and Vox 
among others. His first book on boarding schools 
for Uyghur students, Negotiating Inseparability, 
was published by Hong Kong University Press in 
2019.
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Aaron HALEGUA 
Aaron Halegua is the founding partner of Aaron 
Halegua, PLLC, and a Research Fellow at the 
New York University School of Law. He is an 
expert on labour and employment law, dispute 
resolution, human trafficking, and Chinese 
overseas investments. Aaron has represented 
dozens of Chinese immigrant workers, and 
recently assisted 2,400 construction workers 
on the island of Saipan to obtain 14 million 
USD in back pay. He has consulted for the 
International Labour Organisation, Apple, the 
Ford Foundation, and other groups on labour 
issues in China, Myanmar, Malaysia, Thailand, 
and Mexico, as well as published numerous 
book chapters, journal articles, and op-eds. 
More information is available on his website:  
www.aaronhalegua.com.

Benjamin KINDLER
Benjamin Kindler is a PhD candidate in 
Modern Chinese Literature working under 
Professor Lydia Liu at Columbia University. 
His dissertation project, entitled ‘Writing to 
the Rhythm of Labour: The Politics of Cultural 
Production in Revolutionary China, 1942–
1976’ is concerned with the current problem 
of the culture worker (文艺工作者) and the 
relationship between cultural production and 
political economy under Chinese socialism. 
His research and personal interests further 
extend to Third World internationalism in the 
global 1960s, Chinese feminism, and intellectual 
politics in China’s 1980s. 

Goeun LEE
Goeun Lee is a PhD candidate of anthropology 
at the University of Kentucky. She is currently 
working on her dissertation research project 
on waste management infrastructure in 
contemporary Shanghai, focussing on gender 
and the Chinese state.

Adam LIEBMAN
Adam Liebman is a Mount Vernon Society of 
Fellows Postdoctoral Scholar and Instructor of 
Anthropology at George Washington University. 
He was previously a postdoctoral fellow with 
Stanford’s Center for East Asian Studies and 
received his PhD in sociocultural anthropology 
from UC Davis. He is currently working on a 
book manuscript examining waste politics in 
contemporary China.

LIU Shao-hua
Liu Shao-hua earned her PhD in Sociomedical 
Sciences and Anthropology at Columbia 
University, and is now a Research Fellow at 
the Institute of Ethnology at the Academia 
Sinica, Taiwan. Her research takes AIDS, drug 
use, leprosy, and environmental issues as a 
lens for analysing the nature and trajectories 
of contemporary social change, individual 
life experiences and transformations in 
China and Taiwan. Liu also examines the 
history of health to understand the roles 
that external forces such as the state and 
the market play in shaping social change. 

Juliet LU
Juliet Lu is a doctoral student in the 
Department of Environmental Science, Policy 
& Management at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and a co-host of the Belt and Road 
Podcast. Her research examines the political 
ecology of Chinese agribusiness companies’ 
investments in Laos, primarily in rubber 
plantations. Starting in September 2020, Juliet 
will be based at the Cornell Atkinson Center for 
Sustainability as a postdoctoral fellow focussing 
on the contributions of rubber to deforestation 
in Southeast Asia and conducting research to 
directly support emerging initiatives to make the 
rubber supply chain more sustainable.

Jane MILLAR
Jane Millar is Professor of Social Policy in the 
Institute for Policy Research, University of Bath, 
United Kingdom.

http://www.aaronhalegua.com
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Federico PICERNI
Federico Picerni is a PhD candidate in Chinese 
literature at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, in 
a joint programme with Heidelberg University. 
His doctoral research project investigates 
literary production by Chinese migrant workers, 
with a focus on Beijing’s Picun literature group. 
He has also been engaged in the translation of 
contemporary Chinese poetry.

Gerald ROCHE
Gerald Roche is an anthropologist and Senior 
Research Fellow in the Department of Politics, 
Media, and Philosophy at La Trobe University. 
His research on Tibetan language politics has led 
him to an interest in contemporary colonialism, 
resistance by Indigenous and minoritised 
peoples, and transnational social movements.

Chris SMITH
Chris Smith is Professor of Organisation 
Studies and Comparative Management at 
Royal Holloway, University of London. His 
research interests are in labour process theory, 
work and employment transfer through the 
transnational firm, comparative analysis of 
work and employment, and professional labour. 
He is currently researching the organisation 
of the labour process in Chinese factories and 
the character of the so-called Chinese business 
model abroad. His recent publications include 
China at Work (2016, with Mingwei Liu); 
Working Life: Renewing Labour Process Analysis 
(2010, with Paul Thompson); Creative Labour: 
Working in the Creative Industries ( 2009, with 
Alan McKinlay); and Assembling Work (2005, 
with Tony Elger).

Christian SORACE
Christian Sorace is an Assistant Professor of 
Political Science at Colorado College. He is the 
author of Shaken Authority: China’s Communist 
Party and the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake (2017). 
He is also the co-editor of Afterlives of Chinese 
Communism: Political Concepts from Mao to Xi 
(2019). His current research focuses on the crisis 
of democracy, air pollution, and urbanisation in 
Mongolia.

Angela TRITTO
Angela Tritto is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
Institute of Emerging Market Studies, Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology. 
She is currently working on three interrelated 
research projects on the Belt and Road Initiative 
in Southeast Asia. Her research interests include 
management of innovation, environmental 
policies and technologies, heritage management, 
and sustainable development. She recently 
published several works in collaboration 
with a team of international scholars on the 
sustainability of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Her past publications examine environmental 
innovations and the role of institutions in the 
management of World Heritage Sites in China 
and Malaysia.

Paola VOCI
Paola Voci is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Otago. She specialises in Chinese 
visual cultures, and, in particular, documentary, 
animation, and other hybrid digital video 
practices. She is the author of China on Video: 
Smaller-screen Realities (2010), a book that 
analyses and theorises light movies made for and 
viewed on computer and mobile screens, and 
coeditor of Screening China’s Soft Power (2017), 
a book focussing on the role played by film and 
media in shaping China’s global image.

Robert WALKER
Robert Walker is a Professor in the School of 
Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing 
Normal University, and Professor Emeritus and 
Emeritus Fellow of Green Templeton College, 
University of Oxford.

WANG Hui 
Wang Hui is a Distinguished Professor in the 
Departments of Literature and History and the 
Director of the Institute for Humanities and 
Social Sciences at Tsinghua University, Beijing. 
A literary historian, many of his numerous 
publications have been published in English, 
including China’s New Order (2003), The End of 
the Revolution (2009), The Politics of Imagining 
Asia (2011), China from Empire to Nation-State 
(2014), and China’s Twentieth Century (2016).
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Jingyi WANG (Veronica)
Jingyi Wang is a cultural studies critic of 
contemporary Chinese popular culture and a 
practitioner of both traditional and new media. 
Her research focusses on ‘folk’ culture from/of 
the ‘people’ and the renegotiation process of the 
production of culture. In addition to academic 
work, she curates her social media platforms to 
promote critical thinking in China through self-
crafted videos and posts. This new media project 
advances interdisciplinary knowledge for and 
from the Chinese public through multi-media 
channels.

Hui XU
Hui Xu is a PhD Candidate at Friedrich 
Schiller University Jena, Germany. He has done 
extensive fieldwork on migration and labour in 
China. His research interest includes industrial 
changes and labour relations, civil society and 
social movements in China.

ZENG Jinyan
Zeng Jinyan is a writer, scholar, and 
documentary filmmaker. She earned her PhD 
at the University of Hong Kong in 2017 and was 
the 2017 Oak Fellow at Colby College. Her book 
Feminism and Genesis of the Citizen Intelligentsia 
in China (2016) received a Publishing Award in 
the Social Science category of the 2017 Hong 
Kong Publishing Biennial Awards. Zeng co-
directed the documentary film Prisoners in 
Freedom City with Hu Jia (2007), wrote the 
script for the animation short A Poem to Liu Xia 
(Trish McAdam 2015), and produced the feature 
documentary film We The Workers (2017). 
Currently, Zeng is a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of Haifa, doing research on ethnicity, 
poetry, politics, and culture. 

Yu ZHENG
Yu Zheng is a Senior Lecturer in Asian Business 
and International Human Resource Management 
at the School of Management, Royal Holloway, 
University of London. Yu’s research focuses on 
work organisation and employment relations 
in multinational firms, particularly those from 
China and Japan.
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