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CONTRIBUTORS

Melanie Baak is a research fellow and senior lecturer with University 
of South Australia Education Futures and co-convenor of the Migration 
and Refugee Research Network (MARRNet). In recent research projects 
she has collaborated with refugee background communities to explore 
areas including belonging, education and employment. She is currently 
a chief investigator on an Australian Research Council (ARC) Linkage 
project exploring how schools foster refugee student resilience. Her book 
Negotiating Belongings: Stories of Forced Migration of Dinka Women from 
South Sudan (Sense, 2016) considers how forced migration shapes 
experiences of belonging. Melanie was awarded an Endeavour Research 
Fellowship to the University of Glasgow in 2017 where she researched 
schools as sites of resettlement for Syrian refugees.

Ann-Kathrin Bartels earned her postgraduate degrees in European 
history, English and education at the Carl von Ossietzky University 
Oldenburg, Germany. Her research focuses on the stereotyping of asylum 
seekers and refugees and its meaning for the concept of national identity. 
Influenced by having lived and studied in both Germany and Australia, 
Ann-Kathrin is interested in contrasting both countries’ stances towards 
asylum seekers. Her other research projects have examined the Sino–
Soviet border conflict in 1969. Ann-Kathrin currently lives and works 
in London.

Kathleen Blair has recently completed her PhD at Western Sydney 
University. Her doctoral work explores the use of anti–asylum seeker 
talk in Australian election campaigns and the impact this talk has on 
both the attitudes and voter behaviour of Australians. Kathleen has been 
a  research assistant on the Challenging Racism Project since 2013 and 
has conducted extensive research on racism and anti-racism, bystander 
anti-racism and Islamophobia in Australia. Most notably, she was a lead 
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researcher on the ‘Face Up to Racism: 2015–2016 National Survey’ that 
investigated the extent and variation of racist attitudes and experiences 
of racism in Australia.

André Dao is a writer of fiction and non-fiction. He is the co-founder of 
Behind the Wire, an oral history project documenting people’s experience 
of immigration detention, a producer of The Messenger podcast and 
coeditor of They Cannot Take the Sky (Allen & Unwin, 2017).

Jamila Jafari is a Hazara from central Afghanistan. The Hazara people 
have been fighting for recognition and justice for over a century. 
A university student, Jamila came to know about Behind the Wire and 
wanted to share her story to highlight the stark realities of immigration 
detention in Australia.

Eve Lester is an Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow, ANU 
College of Law, The Australian National University, and an Associate 
Member of the Institute for International Law and the Humanities at 
Melbourne Law School. Her background includes legal practice, policy, 
research and advocacy in Australia and internationally. She is the author 
of Making Migration Law: The Foreigner, Sovereignty and the Case of 
Australia (CUP, 2018), and a significant number of book chapters, journal 
articles, and organisational research and opinion. She is also the Founder 
of Boniĝi Monitoring and a Myer Innovation Fellow.

Laurel Mackenzie writes and teaches on gender, policy and migration. 
She has delivered courses investigating the construction of the self in 
different settings, and wrote her masters’ thesis on the self-construction of 
antebellum women in the 1860s. Her interest in the interrelation of self 
and policy led to her writing a PhD on the narrative self-construction of 
post-settlement refugee Hazaras who came to Australia in 2001 and 2010, 
where she drew on her participants’ lived experiences to critique policy. 
Her current research focuses on the implications of a shifting political care 
ethic on people with refugee experiences.

Klaus Neumann works for the Hamburg Foundation for the Advancement 
of Research and Culture. He has written extensively about cultures 
and pasts in the Pacific Islands, Australia, New Zealand and Germany. 
His books include, among others, Refuge Australia, winner of the 2004 
Human Rights Award for non-fiction, and Across the Seas, winner of the 
2016 CHASS Australia Prize. Klaus has been particularly interested in 
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historical justice, responses to refugees and asylum seekers, and issues of 
social and public memory. His current research focuses on local public 
and policy responses to forced migration in Saxony and Hamburg.

Jordana Silverstein is a historian based in Naarm/Melbourne, affiliated 
with the School of Historical and Philosophical Studies at the University of 
Melbourne and the Department of Archaeology and History at La Trobe 
University. The granddaughter of Holocaust survivors and refugees, she 
researches histories of child refugee policy, as well as of Jewish sexuality 
and Holocaust memory, in Australia. Jordana is the author of Anxious 
Histories: Narrating the Holocaust in Jewish Communities at the Beginning 
of the Twenty-First Century (Berghahn, 2015) and coeditor of In  the 
Shadows of Memory: The Holocaust and the Third Generation (Vallentine 
Mitchell, 2016).

Rachel Stevens is a contemporary refugee historian based at the Institute 
of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Australian Catholic University in 
Naarm/Melbourne, Australia. She is the author of Immigration Policy from 
1970 to the Present (Routledge, 2016) and her articles have appeared in 
Australian Historical Studies, History Australia, Immigrants and Minorities, 
Australian Journal of Politics and History and Teaching in Higher Education. 
She served as guest editor (with Professor Joy Damousi) of the special 
issue of ‘Refugees: Past and Present’ in the Australian Journal of Politics 
and History (December 2019).

Savitri Taylor is an associate professor in the Law School at La Trobe 
University (Melbourne, Australia). She has been researching and 
publishing on refugee law and asylum policy at the national, regional 
and  international level for over 25 years. Her current major research 
project (in partnership with Dr Klaus Neumann) is titled ‘Protecting 
Non-Citizens: An Australian legal and political history, 1945–1989’. 
Dr Taylor is also very involved with the refugee sector in Australia. Most 
recently (2019), she partnered with the Refugee Council of Australia to 
publish a research report entitled The Use of Non-Judicial Accountability 
Mechanisms by the Refugee Sector in Australia.
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