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Notes on Contributors

Kelly Bailey is currently undertaking a PhD in cultural studies at Curtin 
University. Her research examines the relationship between food rituals 
and cultural identity in the modern Levant. In and outside of academia, 
her interests lay in Middle Eastern politics, literature, history, linguistics 
and feminism.

Jacquelyn Baker is a PhD candidate at Deakin University where she 
is researching the Women’s Liberation Movement in Melbourne. She is 
interested in the role that women’s liberation and feminist theory and 
ideology played within space and place.

Dr Michelle Bootcov is a PhD candidate in history at the University of 
New South Wales (her previous doctorate was in molecular immunology). 
Michelle is using viral hepatitis to explore the development of infectious 
disease diagnostics in the late twentieth century. Her interests include 
women’s, feminist and migrant histories.

Alexandra Ciaffaglione is a PhD candidate at RMIT University in 
Melbourne, Australia. Her current research thesis explores the intersections 
of gender, sexuality and religion in schools within Australia, focusing on the 
ways in which LGBTQIA+ teachers operate and negotiate their identities 
between the professional and private spheres. She is a co-convenor of 
RMIT University’s first Diverse Gender, Sexes and Sexualities (DGSS) 
Research Network, a HDR Representative for RMIT’S College of Design 
and Social Context, as well as a current member of the Lilith Editorial 
Collective. Alexandra has a BA in history and theology, an Honours degree 
in medieval history and a Master of Teaching (Secondary) in history and 
religious education.

Sharyn Clarke is a teacher of history, geography and English at Mitcham 
Girls High School in Adelaide. Her interests lie in the area of South 
Australian environmental history. She has researched and written about 
the environmental movement in South Australia in the nineteenth century 
and her master’s degree from Adelaide University was an examination 
of the history of the River Torrens.
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Dr Kate Davison is DAAD Lecturer in Queer History at Goldsmiths, 
University of London. Her research on the history of sexology spans the 
fields of science, medicine, emotions, memory and sexuality in Central 
Europe and across the British Empire. Kate is currently writing a book on 
the transnational history of homosexual aversion therapy during the Cold 
War from the 1950s to the 1970s, based on her PhD thesis, which she 
completed at the University of Melbourne in 2020.

Dr Belinda Eslick is an Honorary Research Fellow in the School of 
Historical and Philosophical Inquiry and a casual academic in gender 
studies and philosophy at the University of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia.

Dr Iva Glisic is a historian of modern Russia, Italy and the Balkans. Her 
work explores the history of radical ideas, creative dissent and the dynamic 
relationship between art, politics and ideology. She is the author of The 
Futurist Files: Avant-Garde, Politics, and Ideology in Russia, 1905–1930 
(DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2018).

Rachel Harris is a visiting research fellow and casual academic in the 
Department of History, University of Adelaide. She completed her PhD, 
on the topic of women in South Australia during the Second World War in 
2020 and received a dean’s commendation for doctoral thesis excellence. 
She continues to research women’s lives in South Australia across the 
twentieth century and has numerous publications.

Sylvia Martin holds a PhD in women’s studies from Griffith University 
and has a background in theatre. She has written three biographies of 
women neglected in Australian literary and cultural history. Ida Leeson: 
A Life (Allen & Unwin, 2006) was awarded the 2008 Magarey Medal for 
Biography. Her latest book is Sky Swimming: Reflections on Auto/biography, 
People and Place (UWA Publishing, 2020). A new edition of her first book 
Passionate Friends: Mary Fullerton, Mabel Singleton and Miles Franklin 
(Onlywomen Press, 2001) will be published in 2021 by QueerOzFolk.

Lachlan McCarron is an MPhil candidate at the University of Adelaide, 
with an interest in the social and cultural history of the United States. 
His research focuses on the intersections of emotion, race and gender in 
nineteenth-century phrenological texts.
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Wendy Michaels OAM is a conjoint research fellow at the University of 
Newcastle where she researches in Australian women’s political history. 
She has published articles on Millicent Preston Stanley’s life and career, 
including ‘The Final Factor: What Political Action Failed to Do’, Lilith: 
A Feminist History Journal, 19 (2013), ‘Child Custody and the Father-
right Principle’, Encyclopaedia of Gender and Sexuality Studies (Wiley 
Blackwell, 2016) and ‘When the Political Becomes Personal: Millicent 
Preston Stanley’s Embrace of Eugenics, 1915–1927’, Review: Idealism, 
Beliefs and History (Independent Scholars Association Australia, 2017). 
Her biography of Millicent Preston Stanley has recently been submitted 
to a publisher.

Lee-Ann Monk is a research associate in history at La Trobe University, 
Australia. She is the author of Attending Madness: At Work in the Australian 
Colonial Asylum (Rodopi, 2008). Her research interests include the 
histories of work, mental health and disability and their intersections.

Jessica Murray is concluding her PhD in English and literary studies at 
the University of Western Australia, where she also works as a tutor and 
guest lecturer. Her thesis uses the concept of conscience as a way into 
exploring moral anxieties about the relationship between individuals and 
legal authority in the literature of Victorian England. Her interests extend 
beyond this to history, cultural studies and feminism.

Dr Samantha Owen is a social and cultural historian who researches 
communities, education and contested histories. She the co-lead of the 
Curtin University Gender Research Network and a Senior Lecturer in 
Humanities and Social Sciences Education at Curtin University.

Marystella Ramirez Guerra is a historian of women’s history and the 
Holy Roman empire and was educated in Oxford, Aachen and Navarra. 
She is working on a book about women’s education, protofeminism and 
pietism in Prussia during the eighteenth century that will be published by 
Routledge. She is currently based at the University of Notre Dame.

Saskia Roberts is a PhD candidate at the School of History, The Australian 
National University. She is also a senior research officer at the Northern 
Territory Treaty Commission. Her PhD concerns Australian teenage girls, 
sex education and print culture in the late twentieth century. Her earlier 
research focused on pregnancy management and discourses of femininity 
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and masculinity in fin-de-siècle Australian and French newspapers. Saskia’s 
PhD research is supported by an Australian Government RTP scholarship 
and the ANU RSSS Director’s Award for Higher Degree Research.

Emma Robertson is Senior Lecturer in History at La Trobe University, 
specialising in women’s and gender history in Britain and the British 
Empire. She is the author of Chocolate, Women and Empire: A Social and 
Cultural History (Manchester University Press, 2009), co-author of Rhythms 
of Labour: Music at Work in Britain (Cambridge University Press, 2013) 
and co-author of BBC World Service: Overseas Broadcasting, 1932–2018 
(Palgrave, 2019). She is currently researching the history of women in 
‘non-traditional’ occupations, funded by the Australian Research Council 
(DP160102764) with Diane Kirkby and Lee-Ann Monk.

Danielle Scrimshaw is a recent graduate of the University of Melbourne 
and writer of fiction, memoir and hybrid non-fiction. Her honours 
research, supervised by Joy Damousi, focused on Australian women’s 
queer sexualities and the contexts in which they were contained from 
the 1840s to the 1920s. In 2019, her essay ‘Be Gay, Do Crime: Or, the 
Ballad of Catherine and Ellen’ was shortlisted for the Deakin University 
Nonfiction Prize.

Dr Parisa Shams is an Adjunct Research Fellow at the University of 
Western Australia, where she completed her PhD in English and Cultural 
Studies. She is the author of the monograph Judith Butler and Subjectivity: 
The Possibilities and Limits of the Human (2020). Her research explores the 
intersections of philosophy and literature and appears in journals such as 
Feminist Theory and Textual Practice.

Madeline Shanahan completed her PhD at University College Dublin 
where she was awarded an Ad Astra Scholarship with the John Hume 
Institute for Global Irish Studies. Specialising in Irish food history, she 
practises as a heritage consultant in Sydney and is an Honorary Adjunct 
Lecturer at the University of New England.

Lee Sulkowska is a PhD candidate at Deakin University in Victoria. 
Her thesis explores societal conflict in nineteenth-century Victorian 
cemeteries and suggests that the history of burial spaces in Australia offers 
post-colonial insights. Her broader research interests extend to the history 
of body disposal, death practices and the changing attitudes to death over 
time.
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Alison Vincent is a cultural historian with qualifications in science 
(food  technology) and history and has recently completed a PhD at 
Central Queensland University, entitled ‘Sydney Eats, Melbourne Dines: 
Shaping Australian Tastes 1970–1995’. Her research focuses on Australian 
food culture, including the social history of dining out in Australia, the 
role of print media in shaping Australian tastes and the history of writing 
about food in the Australian context. The results of her research have 
been published in a number of journals including Australasian Journal of 
Popular Culture and Journal of Australian Studies and presented at local 
and overseas conferences.

Linda Wells was born and raised on Wurundjeri Lands. She moved to 
Central Australia where she lived and worked for nearly three decades. 
Linda’s published works include Still a Town Like Alice (2011) that she was 
commissioned to write by the Alice Springs Town Council and Kultitja: 
Memoir of an Outback Schoolteacher (Ginninderra Press, 2016). Linda has 
recently completed a PhD with Deakin University across the disciplines 
of history and creative writing.
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