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Abbreviations and Glossary1

Ahmadiyah/
Ahmadi

In Indonesia, Ahmadiyah is considered heretical and a 
deviant sect of Islam. Its followers, Ahmadis, have been 
persecuted and, in 2011, even killed. Major Muslim 
organisations have called for Ahmadiyah and Shi’a sects 
(see below) to be banned. The government has so far only 
banned Ahmadi outreach activities.

Angkatan ’45 The generation, mostly writers but also artists and other 
cultural workers, that emerged during the revolution for 
independence, which was declared in 1945. They issued 
the Surat Kepercayaan Gelanggang in 1950 (see below).

APT Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art founded in 
1993 at the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern 
Art in Brisbane, Australia; is held every three years and is a 
major exhibition focusing on contemporary art from Asia 
and the Pacific.2

ASRI Akademi Seni Rupa Indonesia (Indonesian Academy of 
Visual Art), part of a larger group of academies. ASRI’s 
campus was in Gampingan, Yogyakarta.

b. born
bahasa language
bangsa people, nation
Bapak, Pak Mr, Sir, father or a general honorific for an older man
Bhinneka Tunggal 
Ika

‘Unity in diversity’ (Indonesia’s national motto)

1  Some of the definitions in this section owe much to the Glossary in Greg Fealy and Ronit 
Ricci, eds, Contentious Belonging: The Place of Minorities in Indonesia (Singapore: ISEAS-Yusof Ishak 
Institute, 2019), xiii–xviii, doi.org/10.1355/9789814843478.
2  See ‘The Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art’, QAGOMA, accessed 22 January 2022, 
www.qagoma.qld.gov.au/about/our-story/apt.

http://doi.org/10.1355/9789814843478
http://www.qagoma.qld.gov.au/about/our-story/apt
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c. approximately (in reference to time period)
CIVAS Centre for Indonesian Visual Art Studies Institut Teknologi 

Bandung (Bandung Institute of Technology)
Darul Islam A violent Islamist movement that sought to replace the 

secular nation-state of Indonesia with an Islamic state and 
rebelled against the Republic of Indonesia (1948–62). 
Never completely disbanded.

demokrasi democracy
DPR Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (People’s Representative 

Council); often translated as ‘parliament’ or ‘House of 
Representatives’.

FPI Front Pembela Islam (Islamic Defenders’ Front). Islamic 
vigilante group formed in 1999 to oppose (often by force) 
immoral behaviour. Declared illegal in late 2020 and 
subsequently reconstituted as the Islamic Brotherhood Front.

Gelanggang Forum: the name of a group of writers and artists formed 
in 1946 in Jakarta whose publication of the same name 
carried their debates and ideas about the form and nature 
of a new national culture for Indonesia.

Gerwani Gerakan Wanita Indonesia (Indonesian Women’s 
Movement). The group took this name in 1954 as a 
non-party, national political organisation to improve the 
position of women. Some members of Gerwani were linked 
with the Indonesian Communist Party and participated in 
the attempted coup of 1965 but were falsely accused of 
desecrating bodies and lewd acts. They suffered vilification, 
torture and imprisonment after 1965.

Golkar Golongan Karya (Group of Professionals), the state 
political party under President Suharto; a political party in 
the Reformasi period.

gotong royong Mutual assistance and cooperation; a broad concept of 
communal responsibility that often takes the form of a 
specific event similar to a working bee.

GSRB (in early 
texts, GSRBI)

Gerakan Seni Rupa Baru (New Art Movement) started in 
1975; early variation is Gerakan Seni Rupa Baru Indonesia, 
or the New Indonesian Art Movement.

Guided Democracy ideology of semi-authoritarianism practised by President 
Sukarno (1959–65)
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Ibu, Bu Mrs, Madam, mother or a general honorific for an older 
woman

iman faith
ISI Institut Seni Indonesia (Indonesian Institute of the Arts). 

Encompassing all art forms, traditional and contemporary, 
performance, visual arts and music. Campuses are located 
in Yogyakarta, Java, and Denpasar, Bali. The Denpasar 
visual arts campus was formerly known as STSI, and the 
Yogyakarta visual arts campus was known as ASRI.

ITB Institut Teknologi Bandung (Bandung Institute of 
Technology) founded 1920 and Indonesia’s first science 
and technology university

IVAA Indonesian Visual Art Archive
JAKKER People’s Art Network, affiliated with the People’s 

Democratic Party (PRD)
JI Jemaah Islamiyah (Islamic Community), covert jihadist 

organisation, founded in Malaysia in 1993 and based in 
Indonesia since 1998

jiwa ketok ‘Visible soul’, a concept popularised by modernist artist 
Sudjojono, to describe the importance of the artist’s own 
soul, evident (according to Sudjojono) in the brushstrokes 
of a painting.

kabupaten regency/administrative unit below the level of province
kecamatan administrative level below the level of kabupaten

khilafa Islamic governance; caliphate
LBH Lembaga 
Bantuan Hukum

Legal Aid Institute

Lekra Lembaga Kebudayaan Rakyat (Institute for People’s 
Culture, 1950–65)

Manikebu Manifesto Kebudayaan (Cultural Manifesto) of universal 
humanism declared in 1963

MANIPOL-
USDEK

Manifesto Politik-USDEK (political manifesto of the 
1945 Constitution, Indonesian-style socialism, guided 
democracy, guided economy, Indonesian identity); 
Sukarno’s 1959 political manifesto

manusia human being/humankind
Muhammadiyah Modernist Islamic mass social organisation founded 1912 in 

Yogyakarta; current membership approximately 35 million
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Mukadimah manifesto, preface
NGA National Gallery of Australia
NGO non-government organisation
NU Nahdlatul Ulama (Revival of the Religious Scholars); 

founded in 1926 to promote ‘traditionalist Islam’. With a 
current membership of over 40 million, it is probably the 
largest Muslim organisation in the world.

Orde Baru New Order, the term President Suharto gave his 
government when he took office in 1966 and maintained 
until he resigned in 1998.

Pancasila The ‘Five Principles’ of the national ideology of the 
Indonesian nation-state: belief in one supreme God, 
just and civilised humanity, national unity, democracy 
led by wisdom and prudence through consultation and 
representation, and social justice.

PDI Partai Demokrat Indonesia (Indonesian Democratic Party)
Perda Syariah Peraturan Daerah Syariah (Regional Sharia Regulations)
pesantren Islamic boarding school or study community
PKI Partai Komunis Indonesia (Indonesian Communist Party)
PPP Partai Persatuan Pembangunan (United Development 

Party)
PRD Partai Rakyat Demokratik (People’s Democratic Party) 

formed 1996
PRRI-Permesta Pemerintah Revolusioner Republik Indonesia 

(Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Indonesia). 
Permesta (Piagam Perjuangan Semesta Alam/Charter of 
Universal Struggle). These were linked rebellions against 
the central government, fought in Sumatra and Sulawesi 
in the late 1950s.

rakyat ‘the people’, as opposed to ‘the elite’, ‘the state’, ‘the leaders’ 
or other figures of authority

Reformasi ‘reform’ and also ‘reformation’; used to refer to the period 
since 1998 when the Suharto regime was ended

rupiah Indonesian currency (AUD$1 = approximately Rp. 10,770 
at time of publication)

sanggar artist’s studio; small collectives of artists
seni art
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Shi’a Islam Regarded in Indonesia as a minority sect of Islam within 
a Sunni majority nation. In some parts of Indonesia, Shi’a 
Muslims have been harassed, intimidated and forced from 
their homes.

STB Theatre Study Club of Bandung
Surat Kepercayaan 
Gelanggang

Gelanggang statement of beliefs; published 1950 to express 
the new values and vision for Indonesia’s national culture

tauhid (also tawhid) the absolute unity of God
TIM Taman Ismail Marzuki
turba From the phrase ‘turun ke bawah’ or ‘to go down’, a term 

used by leftist artists to describe spending time with ‘the 
people’ (usually in villages) to experience their way of life; 
also a key methodology advocated by the Institute for 
People’s Culture (Lekra).

UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women. Formed 
in 1976 to provide financial and technical assistance for 
women’s empowerment and gender equality.

WALHI Wahana Lingkungan Hidup/Forum for the Environment, 
established 1980.



This text is taken from Living Art: Indonesian Artists Engage Politics, Society 
and History, edited by Elly Kent, Virginia Hooker and Caroline Turner, 

published 2022 by ANU Press, The Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia.


