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7
Building society and 

the nation

Greater Honiara is a Pacific creation where concepts of village land 
and society rub uncomfortably against town planning regulations and 
an overlay of modern urban social hierarchy. There is something very 
‘Solomons’ about the way urban village settlements mingle with and are 
equal in number to the population in formal suburban areas. One of 
the major ways the transference of Solomons’ village values to the urban 
setting has occurred is through Christian denominations, which permeate 
every part of the city and its surrounds, and through employment and 
trade unions, participation in sports, and education. These are the themes 
discussed in this chapter. In 1962, there was a ceremony marking the 
20th  anniversary of the US Marine Corps landing in August 1942. 
Honiara had come a  long way in two decades and progressed much 
further in the next two. Women, children, and youths have now become 
the majority of Honiara’s residents and are woven into its support services 
and the general operation of the urban area. This chapter concentrates 
on Honiara’s middle years and the institutions that developed, helping 
to push Honiara and the protectorate along the road that led to the 
modern nation. 
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Map 7.1 The central area of Honiara in 1968, from the Masonic Lodge to 
the tobacco factory.
Source: ‘Solomon Islands, Guadalcanal, Honiara, Sheet 967b, 1968, 1:10,000’, 
ANU Open Research Library, available from: openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/
handle/1885/145247.

http://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/145247
http://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/145247
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Religion: Christianity, Bahá`í Faith, 
and Islam
Religion has always been important to Solomon Islanders, both the many 
variations of spiritual and ancestral beliefs in pre-colonial times and their 
adoption and adaptation of Christianity, including a strong degree of 
syncretism. Just as wantokism and kastom are linked into everyday life, 
so, too, are religion and the myriad ethical and philosophical systems that 
accompany spiritual beliefs. Melanesian culture is never static. As  Jaap 
Timmer suggests, it pursues experimentation and cultural openness. 
Christianity has created forms of connection that ‘cross ethnic boundaries 
and tend to unite people in a Christian public sphere’. Timmer continues: 

People say that they have found their origins and foundational 
truth of their customary ways as versions of Judaic and Mosaic 
rules. This realisation motivates many to institute Christian forms 
of governance, to forge links with like-minded Christians and 
to instigate political leaders to build covenants with God. Such 
elements become the foundation of an imagined nation that 
encompasses a worldwide community of believers.1 

This chapter provides a brief outline of the history of modern religious 
beliefs in Honiara. The complexity is great and explains much about 
the successful cultural hybridity that is obvious in urban life. The major 
influence from world religions has been through Christianity. From 
1945, Honiara became the headquarters for all the major denominations, 
other than the Christian Fellowship Church, which began in the Western 
District in 1960 and still has its core congregation there.2 The outliers are 
the Bahá’í Faith and, more recently, Islam, and even Scientology.

Catholicism arrived first. Marist Catholics were given the eastern Pacific 
to evangelise in 1836, with subdivisions created in the 1840s. Between 
1844 and 1889, the Catholic Church established the Vicariate Apostolic 
of Melanesia, spread from Timor to Solomon Islands. Discounting 
the Catholic Spanish explorers of the sixteenth century (mentioned in 
Chapter 1), the Catholics began proselyting in the Solomon archipelago 
in 1845, and then withdrew until 1898 when a new push began. 

1  Timmer 2019: 137.
2  Harwood 1971; Tuza 1975; Hviding 2005; Ishimori 2007.
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Northern Melanesia was allocated to the Missionnaires du Sacré-Coeur–
Issoudun (Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus), although their 
numbers were too small to extend to the Solomons. The Society of the 
Divine Word was established on the north coast of New Guinea in 1896, 
and two prefectures apostolic were erected in the Solomons, both under 
the Marists. During the early protectorate years, the Marists operated in 
both the German and the British Solomons. Ecclesiastical boundaries 
were not brought into line when political territorial changes occurred 
in 1899, although in 1904 the names of the prefectures were altered to 
North Solomons and South Solomons. On Guadalcanal, the Marists 
established a base at Visale in west Guadalcanal in 1904, followed by 
subsidiary bases at Rua Sura, Avuavu, and Tangare. Isabel was added to 
the southern prefecture in 1912—the justification for which was the fact 
it was the ‘martyr’ island, where Catholic Bishop Jean-Baptiste Epalle was 
killed in 1845. They made no progress on Isabel.3

The Church of England (Anglicans) came next. Outreach into the 
Solomons began in 1852 when their Diocese of Melanesia started to recruit 
students for their schools in New Zealand and, after 1867, at Norfolk 
Island. They enticed mainly young men away for about seven years, with 
a trip home in the middle, before returning them to begin mission schools 
in the islands. The Anglican mission presence became permanent from 
1861, and more substantial by the 1870s. Some islands, such as Isabel, 
and the Ngela and Santa Cruz groups, remain predominantly Anglican. 
The Anglicans proselytised around Guadalcanal to obtain students for 
their mission on Norfolk Island, then established themselves minimally at 
Maravovo in west Guadalcanal in the 1900s. They were outpaced by the 
Marist Catholics and the South Sea Evangelical Mission (SSEM).

Men and women who had participated in the overseas labour trade became 
Christians and brought their new beliefs back to their islands; other 
missionary groups followed them during the early twentieth century. The 
Queensland Kanaka Mission arrived in the islands informally in 1894 
and formally from 1904. It became the South Sea Evangelical Mission 
in 1907.4 The Methodist Mission began its outreach in 1902, based in 
Roviana Lagoon, New Georgia. The Seventh-day Adventists, who arrived 
in 1914, were initially also based in the western Solomons. Several other 
of the current religious groups arrived after World War II. The Assemblies 

3  Laracy 1976: 38–45.
4  Moore 2013a; 2013c: entry for South Sea Evangelical Mission.
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of God began in the Solomons in 1971, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
1977.5 The Bahá`í Faith arrived with the Blum family in 1954. Sunni 
Islam began in the 1990s and has grown quickly, particularly on Malaita 
and to some extent among Malaitans in Honiara, although recent reports 
suggest a decline.

There were Catholic, Anglican, SSEM, and SDA missions on 
Guadalcanal, and a Catholic mission church in Horahi village at the 
mouth of the Mataniko River in the 1920s. The first substantial Christian 
church in modern Honiara has long been forgotten: the large, thatched 
chapel near Lungga Beach built by Solomon Islanders for the Americans 
during the war. It was surrounded by American graves, until the bodies 
were exhumed after the war and taken back to the United States for 
reburial. As the number of Solomon Islanders in Honiara increased, so 
did observation of the sabbath and other aspects of Christianity. Once 
Honiara was established, the Anglican Diocese of Melanesia headquarters 
was relocated to Guadalcanal from Taraoniara in the Ngela Group, to 
where they had moved from Siota in the early 1940s.6 Honiara’s All Saints’ 
Pro-Cathedral (a parish church utilised as a cathedral) was constructed 
from two large Quonset huts in the late 1940s. That served well enough 
until St Barnabas’ Cathedral on Kukum Highway, positioned at the turn-
off to Kola`a Ridge, was built during 1968 and 1969.

After the war, Catholic Bishop Jean M. Aubin settled at Kakabona, west 
of Honiara. Initially, a leaf-thatch chapel in Honiara was used early 
each morning as a Catholic church, mainly for wharf labourers from 
Langalanga Lagoon, Malaita, and then during the day as an office. Their 
printing press was moved from Visale to Kakabona, and the bishop built 
his headquarters at Tanagai. St John’s School was begun at Rove, and Villa 
Maria Training College was built at Visale on the foundations of the old 
church, taking its first students in 1959. Holy Cross Pro-Cathedral was 
built at the foot of Vatuliva Hill, at the turn-off to Skyline Ridge. Like 
the Anglicans’ temporary cathedral, it was initially a large Quonset hut. 

5  Tippett 1967.
6  St Luke’s Cathedral at Siota in the Ngela Group was destroyed during World War II. As the 
move to Taroaniara across Tulagi Harbour on Ngela Sule had already been made, there was never an 
attempt to re-establish Siota, except as a school. After the war, the Anglican headquarters shifted to 
Honiara.
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Plate 7.1 The American chapel built for the armed forces and Solomon 
Islanders, which was dedicated on 12 September 1943.
The chapel was constructed by Solomon Islanders under the direction of BSIP 
personnel Lieutenants Harkins and Borgon. They were assisted by officers and men 
of the US military, primarily the 1st Platoon 45th QM (GR) Company, 46th Naval 
Construction Battalion, Mica Engineer Depot, 472nd Engineer Heavy Maintenance 
Company, and the 362nd Engineer Regiment. It was surrounded by a cemetery for 
Allied and some Japanese dead.
Source: The photograph was taken by Bob Porter, a Signal Corps photographer who 
was later General Douglas MacArthur’s personal photographer in Japan. It is in the 
Peter Flahavin Collection. 

Two vicariates were established in the BSIP in 1959. In the north, 
one was based at Gizo, covering the protectorate as far south as Isabel, 
although the only Catholics were on Choiseul and the Shortlands. This 
was staffed by the Order of Preachers (Dominicans). The islands south of 
Isabel, including Guadalcanal, became the second vicariate and a Marist 
preserve.7 The Catholics decided to relocate their secondary school from 
St Paul’s Aruligo to St Joseph’s Tenaru on the outskirts of east Honiara. 
Year 1 students were the first to move, in 1972. The policy was to transfer 

7  Laracy 1976: 160–61.
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all junior primary schools from mission station grounds to villages, and 
the staff of all junior primary as well as several senior primary schools was 
localised—a process that continued in the priesthood and administration, 
including at the cathedral in Honiara. The Catholics introduced 
Dominican Sisters in 1956, including the first Solomon Islander Sisters 
in the late 1960s. An Order of Solomon Islands Sisters, the Daughters 
of Mary Immaculate, also developed. In the 1970s, a new cathedral was 
constructed on the site of the pro-cathedral. 

Plate 7.2 St Barnabas’ Anglican Cathedral, 2017. It was built between 
1968 and 1969.
Source: Clive Moore Collection.

The third-biggest Christian denomination is the SSEM and its church, 
the SSEC, which grew out of it in 1964 and was registered in 1968. The 
SSEC had its origins in the Plymouth Brethren beliefs of the Young family 
of Fairymead sugarcane plantation in Bundaberg, Queensland, in the 
1880s.8 Until the early 1950s, there was no general church organisation; 
then the board of directors began to discuss how to link together the 
300 village churches. Each local church group appointed officers to 
share pastoral and business responsibilities, and clusters of churches were 
brought together in district associations, each with a president, vice-

8  Moore 2013c: entries for Queensland Kanaka Mission, and South Sea Evangelical Mission/
Church; 2017a: 231–300.
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president, and secretary. There was also a general president of all the 
associations (recently given the title of bishop). The SSEM/SSEC drew 
funding from independent Protestant evangelical churches in Australia 
and New Zealand, and from tithing within local congregations. As with 
all the Christian denominations, the SSEC became increasingly localised 
during the 1970s. The central Honiara SSEC building was established 
next to the main Methodist/United Church building, on the beachfront 
near Central Market. 

Plate 7.3 Holy Cross Catholic Cathedral (centre), at the foot of the road 
to Skyline, was built between 1977 and 1978.
The main United Church is on the right of the photo, on the beach. This photograph 
is from 2017.
Source: Clive Moore Collection.

Honiara’s SDA congregation is a similar size to that of the SSEC. An SDA 
primary school was begun in 1948 at Betikama near Henderson Airfield. 
The site also housed a secondary school from 1970. The primary school 
was moved to the nearby Burns Creek area across the highway.9 A new 
administrative headquarters was constructed for the SDA Western Pacific 
Union Mission on the Betikama campus in the early 1970s, and the union 
staff transferred there from Rabaul in 1973. The main city SDA church is 
situated where Vura Road meets Kukum Highway.

9  Information from Ellison Sade, Honiara, 26 November 2016.
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As Honiara grew, even though their strength was in Western District, 
the Methodist mission had to cater for ever-increasing numbers of 
followers in the capital and, on 12 November 1960, Reverend George 
Carter opened the new central Methodist church in Honiara, which was 
expanded in 1968.10 The Methodists were incorporated into a regional 
United Church in 1967 with Lesley (later Sir Lesley) Boseto as the first 
Solomon Islander bishop.

Jehovah’s Witnesses had a more difficult introduction than any other 
denomination. The BSIP Government and the influential established 
Christian denominations opposed the church because of its non-trinitarian 
beliefs. Jehovah’s Witnesses had some connections with the BSIP as far 
back as 1948, although their magazines, The Watchtower and Awake!, were 
banned until 1974. The church was not registered as a charitable trust 
until 1977, which enabled its first missionaries to arrive.11 

Throughout Solomon Islands, all the Christian denominations 
concentrated on the provision of welfare, schools, health clinics, and 
hospitals. They were far more important than the government in 
providing social welfare in the districts, and although there were many 
church schools in Honiara, only in the capital did the government rival 
and exceed them in providing education and health services. 

Table 7.1 The numbers of Christian adherents in Solomon Islands and the 
percentages involved in the main Christian denominations in Honiara, 
1970–2009.

Religion 1970 1976 1999 2009 2009
Honiara, main 

denominations

Anglican Church 
of Melanesia

54,004
(33.5%)

67,370
(34.2%)

134,288
(32.8%)

164,639
(31.9%)

30%

Catholic Church 30,117
(18.7%)

36,870
(18.7%)

77,728
(19%)

100,999
(19.5%)

15%

South Sea 
Evangelical Church

27,772
(17.2%)

33,306
(16.9%)

69,651
(17.02%)

88,395
(17.1%)

23%

Seventh-day 
Adventist

14,939
(9.3%)

19,113
(9.7%)

45,846
(11.21%)

60,506
(11.7%)

16%

United Church 18,075
(11.2%)

22,209
(11.3%)

42,236
(10.32%)

51,919
(10%)

6%

10  BSIP NS, 30 November 1960.
11  Ernst 2006: 188.
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Religion 1970 1976 1999 2009 2009
Honiara, main 

denominations

Christian Fellowship 
Church

3,878
(2.4%)

4,822
(2.4%)

9,693
(2.3%)

13,153
(2.5%)

n.a.

Jehovah’s Witness 2,496
(1.8%)

3,530
(1.8%)

7,485
(1.8%)

9,444
(1.8%)

n.a.

Christian Outreach 0 0 3,841
(0.9%)

5,303
(1.02%)

n.a.

Bahá`í 0 873
(0.4%)

2,300
(0.56%)

2,427
(0.47%)

n.a.

Customary beliefs 0 7,130
(3.6%)

2,633
(0.64%)

4,191
(0.8%)

n.a.

No religion or faith, 
or not stated

1,280
(0.8%)

1,600
(0.6%)

2,203
(0.54%)

818
(0.15%)

n.a.

Other n.a n.a 11,138
(2.7%)

14,076
(2.7%)

n.a.

Total population 152,561 196,823 409,042 515,870

n.a. Not available
Sources: SIG (1988b: 15; 2009: Vol. 1, 4.2, pp. 81–82; 2011b).

The various denominations behaved quite differently in their attitudes 
to the localisation of their clergy and teachers. The Anglicans installed 
their first indigenous deacons and priests in the late nineteenth century, 
and developed an indigenous order, the Melanesian Brotherhood 
(Ira Retatasiu), in 1925, as well as another, smaller order, the Community 
of the Cross, in 1927, which included Solomon Islander Sisters from 
1932. This order was disbanded in 1950 (the few remaining Sisters 
transferred to the Catholic Church). It was replaced in 1970 with the 
Community of the Sisters of the Church. The SSEM always encouraged 
localisation because it never had a clergy in the same style as the Catholics 
and Anglicans. The message of the early Methodist mission was spread by 
Pacific Islanders from other countries and increasingly by local pastors. 
The first ordained Solomon Islander Methodist ministers were Bill Gina 
in 1938, Jobi Rotoava and Leslie Boseto in the 1960s, and Esau Tuza in 
the 1970s. The Catholics were more rigid and relied mainly on French 
Marist priests and Sisters, while also developing local orders for Sisters. 
The first Solomon Islander to be ordained by the Catholic Church 
was Michael Aike in 1965, followed by Donasiana Hitee and Timothy 
Bobongi in 1967, and Lawrence Isa in 1968.
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Since the 1970s, there has been a significant growth in Pentecostal and 
charismatic Christian groups. While it is difficult to generalise, these 
denominations promote a personalised relationship with God, and 
members of their congregations experience the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
They ‘speak in tongues’ (glossolalia), interpret prophecies, and heal the 
sick. These churches are more likely to be found in the suburbs and 
settlements of the urban centres, with some outreach to rural areas in the 
provinces. The Calvary Temple in Honiara in 1974 was the first church 
established by the Assemblies of God in Solomon Islands. It was the 
headquarters, until the pastor of the Christian Life Centre was elected 
General Secretary of the Assembly of God in Solomon Islands.

Two more religious groups arrived to stay: the Bahá`í Faith, in the 1950s; 
and, since the 1990s, Islam, which has made limited inroads, mainly on 
Malaita and in Honiara, with several thousand converts. The Bahá`í Faith 
was introduced to Solomon Islands in 1954 by Americans Alvin and 
Gertrude Blum. Their business background was outlined in Chapter 6. 
Bahá`í believe there is only one God, who was revealed to humanity 
through a series of divine messengers, each of whom was the founder of 
a great religion. The founder, Bahá`u`lláh, who was born in Tehran, Persia 
(Iran), in 1817 and died in Palestine in 1892, is believed to have been 
the latest of these divine messengers. Solomon Islanders were attracted 
to the Blums because they treated them as equals without prejudice or 
discrimination. They shared the Bahá`í message with whomever was 
interested, and soon significant numbers of people declared their belief 
in Bahá`u`lláh’s revelations. By 1956, the first local assembly of Honiara 
was elected, and the message of the faith began to spread to most major 
islands. In 1971, the National Spiritual Assembly of Solomon Islands 
(the administrative body) was elected from the community of more than 
25 local assemblies. The assembly was incorporated under the Charitable 
Trust Act, Bahá`í marriages were recognised, and land was registered for 
a future house of worship. Currently, the faith claims more than 4,000 
Bahá`í throughout all provinces of Solomon Islands, although the 2009 
national census only recorded 2,427 (Table 9.1).12 

The first Muslims in Solomon Islands may have been several students 
from Iran and Pakistan who attended the Auki Boat-Building School in 
1963. A few well-educated Solomon Islanders were drawn to Islam during 

12  I am indebted to Sir Bruce and Lady Keithie Saunders for this summary, October 2017.
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the 1980s and 1990s, with the real progress made during the Tension years 
(Chapter 9). The first converts met Muslims while studying at universities 
overseas, particularly on the main Suva campus of the University of the 
South Pacific in Fiji, and talked with the few Muslim expatriates in 
Honiara. A (Sunni) Muslim League was formed and, in the late 1980s and 
the 1990s, an Ahmadiyya (a moderate branch of Shia Islam) missionary 
began to visit. The converts were attracted to what anthropologist Debra 
McDougall described as Islam’s ‘elegant monotheism’ and unified focus. 
Often, they drew similarities with kastom and indigenous Solomons 
religions, with their gender separation, taboos, and ideas about retribution 
rather than forgiveness. 

The late 1990s and 2000s were a time of much soul-searching for 
Solomon Islanders. Some blame for the Tensions was laid on the laxity that 
Christianity allows, compared with kastom beliefs. There was a feeling, 
particularly among some Malaitans, that Christianity had diminished the 
importance of ancestral religious beliefs and weakened the social fabric. 
Islam’s rules are much stricter and, in some ways, more comfortable for 
those seeking absolute moral and philosophical guidance. Sunni Islam 
made inroads on Malaita, particularly among less formally educated men. 
Several thousand converted, although often it was only the men, with 
their wives and children remaining Christian. Many did not follow the 
strictures of Islam and continued to eat pork and drink alcohol, which 
made their conversion seem opportunistic. There was the attraction of 
trying something new, and conversions occurred in Honiara where there 
were concentrations of Malaitans. A small mosque was built at Gilbert 
Camp, there is a Sunni centre at Mbokonavera, and an Ahmadiyya Centre 
on west Kola`a Ridge. Christian leaders in Solomon Islands seem to 
resent the incursion of Islam and to fear the growth of the religion. They 
forget that some denominations (the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Pentecostal 
groups, and splinter groups from the larger denominations, such as the 
Remnant Church)13 were also opposed by mainstream Christianity when 
they first began, but grew strong in the archipelago.14 

13  Maeliau 1976, 2003; Maetoloa 1985; Burt 1983.
14  This section on Islam is based on McDougall (2009) and my own experience on Malaita and in 
Honiara.
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Such a short discussion is perhaps misleading. Religion is central to 
life at spiritual, social, and behavioural levels. Through both regular 
observance and actions, the residents of Honiara exude Christianity and, 
to a lesser extent, the Bahá`í Faith, and now Islam. There is also a degree 
of syncretism in teachings and behaviour in all faiths. 

Sporting facilities
Honiara inherited sporting facilities from the American’s Camp Guadal. 
There were plenty of basketball courts and even the BSIP Secretariat 
buildings had their own tar-surfaced tennis courts and a sports field.15 
Solomon Islanders and expatriates put these to good use. Weekends 
were dominated by religion and sport, which became a central part of 
the lives of Solomon Islanders. Attending educational institutions went 
hand in hand with organised sports, and students or ex-students were 
some of the main participants. One early town council plan aimed to 
allocate 2.4 hectares of sporting facilities for every 1,000 residents—an 
idea that soon lapsed. The first of the modern playing fields was at Rove, 
and the next at the British Solomon Islands Teachers’ Training College.16 
The Honiara Football League began in 1957, using the police facilities at 
Rove. A more permanent public sports ground was needed and, in August 
1961, businessman Eric V. Lawson convened a meeting to consider future 
sporting facilities in the protectorate. This led to the inauguration of the 
British Solomon Islands Amateur Sports Association (usually called ASA), 
with a six-man committee. Lawson became president and Val J. Andersen 
(a senior public servant) was vice-president. Town Ground at the foot 
of Lengakiki Ridge was the first public sports field in the 1960s, with a 
cricket pitch built there.

Honiara’s main sports grounds and playing fields became known as tama.17 
Honiara educational institutions, such as the Teachers’ Training College, 
Honiara Technical Institute, and King George VI School, also built 
sporting ovals. Two major public sporting areas developed: Town Ground 
and Lawson Tama. Other sports fields now exist in the inland suburbs 

15  Lawson n.d. [c. 2000s]: 6.
16  Expatriate cricket matches were organised at the Rove police ground in 1951. PIM, March 
1951, 72.
17  All attempts to find the origin of tama have failed. Tama is a word in some Guadalcanal languages 
for ‘father’. One possibility is that the term was applied to Eric Lawson as the ‘father’ of public sports 
facilities in the protectorate.
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and settlements, such as the oval at Kobito. Unfortunately, in the 2000s, 
Town Ground was leased for a Chinese shopping complex development, 
which stalled for years, leaving construction half-completed due to 
arguments over building specifications. For a long time, the playing field 
was unusable. Now operational once more, it is also used for ceremonies. 
The other major area allocated for public sporting facilities was near the 
hospital and Chinatown. Originally called the Town Sports Ground, as 
Honiara grew, this sports field became more central, and suggestions were 
made to rename it. Calling the area Hospital Tama was not appealing. 
Instead, the decision was made to use the name of the man who had 
done the most to create the facility, Eric Lawson. For decades, Lawson 
Tama has been the site for major sports games and public ceremonies and 
will remain so at least until better facilities are built for the 2023 Pacific 
Games. The sheltered stadium seating and the sloping hill behind provide 
excellent viewing platforms for all events. The basic preparation of Lawson 
Tama was completed in early 1964, jointly managed by the town council 
and the ASA. A subcommittee consisting of Lawson, Reverend Charles 
Fox, and Reverend Bill Gina was appointed to oversee the use of funds 
allocated for improvements. A pavilion and various sporting facilities were 
planned, and other improvements were made during 1965.

Solomon Islanders engaged in sports before the days of the British, 
although these activities were not designated solely as recreational and 
usually related to everyday occurrences. Training for warfare began when 
boys practised spear-throwing and the use of bows and arrows and other 
weapons, or practised hand-to-hand combat. Wrestling is said to have 
been popular in pre-British times on the Melanesian islands; it continued 
on the Polynesian Outliers, and tika, a team spear-throwing competition, 
continued on Tikopia and Anuta. Women also played games related to their 
traditional activities.18 Most famously, the Australian ‘crawl’ swimming 
stroke had its origins in Roviana Lagoon in the western Solomons, given 
world prominence by two Roviana brothers, Alick and Harry Wickham.19

Solomon Islanders first participated in Western sports through the auspices 
of the Anglican Melanesian Mission, which organised cricket teams to 
play in various places. They also began to participate in modern sporting 
events while on plantations in Queensland and Fiji in the nineteenth 
century, and early in the twentieth century on plantations, missions, 

18  Treadaway 2007: 86–88; BSIP AR 1969: 86.
19  Osmond 2006.
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and government stations within the protectorate. There are accounts of 
cricket games played among coconut palms on plantations, and there 
were Solomon Islander cricket teams on Tulagi before the war. British 
traditions meant that soccer, rugby football, and cricket predominated. 
The first local Honiara soccer team was the Melanesian Team in 1946, 
with Albert Kuper as manager. Their first meeting was held at Namba 9, 
the Central Hospital. The team’s colour was yellow, which was achieved 
by dyeing the players’ singlets in a bucket of Atabrine (antimalarial) tablets 
from the hospital dispensary.20

The equipment for many of these sports was expensive and, initially, 
there were more expatriates than Solomon Islanders involved. Gradually, 
Solomon Islanders, particularly those who had been exposed to organised 
sports at schools in the protectorate and overseas, began to participate. 
Sport became a central part of the lives of Solomon Islanders and large 
crowds came to watch cricket and football matches on Sunday afternoons. 
In 1951, the first Solomon Islands soccer team travelled to New Zealand 
on the Anglican Diocese of Melanesia’s Southern Cross. They played 
barefooted against New Zealand teams. In the 1950s, the Anglican 
Church had a soccer team, as did the Public Works Department; others 
were formed soon after.21 The ASA raised funds to send representatives 
to the first South Pacific Games in Suva in 1963, as well as establishing 
a playing field at Kukum, and creating better sporting grounds in the 
districts. 

Eight Solomon Islanders travelled to Australia in late 1963 to undertake 
a two-month refereeing course run by the Queensland Soccer Referees 
Association. The Honiara Rugby Union Football Club was formed in 
April 1964, followed by the Bicycle Club in July the same year, with 
the aim of affiliating with the Amateur Cyclists’ Union. During 1962, 
the South Pacific Commission founded the South Pacific Games 
(now the Pacific Games). Solomon Islands teams have taken part in all 
South Pacific Games. Initially, the games were held at three-year intervals, 
which was subsequently expanded to four years. Most BSIP participants 
came from Honiara, and each time there was great excitement as training 
and selection trials progressed. 

20  ‘Albert Kuper to editor’, KR, September 1970.
21  Montford 1994: 95.
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During 1971, an interisland rugby series for the Andersen Shield was 
successfully completed and soccer teams competed for the Rothmans 
Cup. Amateur boxing was introduced in 1969. Three years later, a team 
of boxers was sent to the New Hebrides, and a Bougainville rugby team 
made a five-match tour of the Solomons.22 The ASA affiliated several 
national sporting bodies: the Amateur Athletics Association, the Basketball 
Association, the Amateur Boxing Association, the Cricket Association, 
the Netball Association, the Amateur Football Association (also affiliated 
to the English Football Association), and the Rugby Football Association. 
In addition, local groups for the following sports were affiliated into the 
ASA: golf, hockey, judo, table tennis, skindiving, underwater spearfishing, 
and volleyball. Netball leagues were organised in Honiara for girls and 
women, and the game was also played in some larger villages, where it was 
organised by Women’s Clubs. Hard-court tennis was played in Honiara 
and all regional centres, and yachting and sabot racing were popular in 
Honiara under the auspices of the Point Cruz Yacht Club, which began 
in 1968.23 The Honiara Golf Club was established in 1957, at the eastern 
end of town on land once part of Kukum Airfield. Competitive swimming 
was another early sport. In the 1970s, there were three large swimming 
pools in Honiara: at the Police Club, the Guadalcanal Club, and a short-
lived pool built at the Community Centre in 1973.24 

League cricket began in the 1960s, although there were few regular cricket 
teams during the years before and immediately after independence. A six-
team league existed in 1968. King George VI School had a team of teachers 
and students, and the Australian banks (ANZ and Westpac) had a team 
called the Bank Boys. There was also the High Commissioner’s XI, and 
teams called the Packers’ Mob, Finance, Tenavatu, and Teneru School. 
Two of the earliest Solomon Islander champions were John Wilikai and 
Billy Boso. One of the best remembered cricket teams was the multiracial 
Barbarians, captained by Solomon (‘Solo’) Mamaloni during the 1970s 
and 1980s. It had several well-known members: Henry Isa, Dominic 
Otuana, Robert Waigagu, Francis Talasasa Aqorau, and, Ashley, Adrian, 
and Martin Wickham; and many expatriates over the years, including 
David Roe, Christopher Chevalier, Barry Hayes, Nick Constantine, 

22  BSIP AR 1971: 103.
23  BSIP AR 1969: 85.
24  BSIP NS, 31 August 1961, 31 October 1961, 31 July 1962, 15 October 1962, 15 May 1963, 
16 August 1963, 15 November 1963, 30 November 1963, 30 April 1964, 31 July 1964, 31 August 1964, 
7 April 1966, 21 May 1966, 7 November 1966, 19 December 1966; BSIP AR 1970: 94, 1974: 121.
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Bart Kirby, and Tony Hughes. The Barbarians played at various places 
around Honiara, but usually at Town Ground. Early on, ‘Solo’ was the 
proud owner of a small motor scooter and was always willing to pick 
up participants, if they were happy to sit on the luggage rack and look 
after the betel nuts and stubbies, which were essential parts of his cricket 
equipment. He was just as shrewd a cricket captain and administrator of 
league cricket as he was a politician, although he always fielded in the deep 
and did not try too hard to run after balls. When ‘Solo’ became prime 
minister, his cricket team’s transport became easier and the cricket supplies 
increased. A memento has survived in the form of an advertisement from 
1982 when the Prime Minister’s Barbarians played the ‘Diplomatic Devil-
Devils’; and at one stage they played as the Governor-General’s XI, at the 
request of Sir Baddeley Devesi.25 

If there is a failing in sports planning, it is the lack of a large national 
stadium in Honiara, and making do with Lawson Tama, Town Ground, 
and a variety of other smaller sites. There were plans after independence 
to build a stadium opposite the golf course, on land already in use as part 
of the playing fields for King George VI School. This area is also close to 
other educational institutions (described below) that are now part of the 
Solomon Islands National University.26 Land for a sports stadium was 
reserved near Burns Creek, which by the 2000s and 2010s had become 
a large squatter settlement. These were major chances missed, which should 
have provided unified sporting facilities for Honiara. The 2023 Pacific 
Games are to be held in Honiara and the lack of a stadium is embarrassing. 
In 2019, the Indonesian Government agreed to build a stadium. Planning 
began for a three-court stadium at the KGVI–Panatina Sports Complex, 
to be completed by 2021. Then, late the same year, the Solomon Islands 
Government changed diplomatic horses from the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to the People’s Republic of China. With this move came the 
promise of a new stadium. Hopefully, these government manoeuvres will 
lead to the creation of more unified sporting facilities, which have been 
part of planning since the 1970s.27 

25  My thanks to David Roe and Christopher Chevalier for recounting their years as members 
of the Barbarians, and to Christopher Chevalier for the following references: Lewis 2017: Cricket 
chapter; ‘Cricket season begins’, SND, May 1975; ‘Parkers tame Barbarians’, STT, 12 November 
1979; ‘Cricket league still first round’, STT, 9 September 1982.
26  Heath 1978: 41–42.
27  Aruafu 2016; ‘2023 Pacific Games stadium in doubt’, The Island Sun [hereinafter IS], 3 November 
2017, 24; SIBC, 18 December 2019, 5 March 2020. Late in 2019, as part of the diplomatic move from 
Taiwan to the People’s Republic of China, mainland Chinese funding was also discussed.
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Plate 7.4 The Ko`o Football Team in 1972, one of the teams playing in 
the Honiara football competition.
The team’s name comes from the To`ambaita language in north Malaitan, in which it 
means ‘grandparent’/‘grandchild’. It is also used to address a friend (not necessarily 
a relative) and is the common name by which the To`ambaita were known in Honiara. 
The captain (standing in the centre back row) was Jim Iro, who worked as foreman at 
the tobacco factory. One of the team members (front row, far right) was Lawrence 
Foana`ota, who became director of the Solomon Islands National Museum. 
Source: Ian Frazer Collection. 

Education
Once its central place in the country’s transport infrastructure was 
established, Honiara was able to host the key educational institutions of 
the nation. After the WPHC headquarters was moved to Honiara in the 
early 1950s, the BSIP also became a hub for education and other facilities 
for neighbouring areas of the Pacific. A small Education Department 
was established in Honiara in 1946 (with three staff ), which functioned 
under considerable difficulties. The missions still conducted all education 
in the protectorate, except for a part-time school in Honiara for European 
children, and the Chung Wah School for Chinese children. Honiara’s 
Woodford School for European children began in the mid-1950s, housed 
in the British Red Cross Society’s building, with the students enrolled 
in the New Zealand Correspondence School. As student numbers were 
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increasing, from July 1954, the government decided to convert an existing 
building into a school and to follow a normal curriculum conducted by 
a trained teacher.28 

The post-war BSIP Government’s initiatives flowed from the appointment 
of C.A. Coleman-Porter as Director of Education. A November 1947 
conference for all educators outlined a new policy to create state 
institutions to provide skills for the BSIP and other WPHC territories 
in teaching, nursing, agriculture, commerce, carpentry, and engineering. 
The only concession to the Christian missions was a strange plan to allow 
colleges within the institutions to be organised according to religious 
denominations. This development was delayed after Coleman-Porter 
resigned in 1948—once he realised he did not have the support of the 
government or the missions. A new conference was held in Honiara in 
March 1949, organised by Howard Hayden, Education Adviser to the 
WPHC, the result of which was no more conciliatory to the Christian 
missions. New BSIP education regulations circulated in 1953 stipulated 
the creation of multi-course colleges to produce practitioners in all the 
skills needed to develop the protectorate.29 This was the foundation of 
what eventually became the Teacher and Vocational Training College, 
the British Solomon Islands Teachers’ Training College, the Agricultural 
Staff Training Institute, Central Hospital’s Dressers School, the Nurses’ 
Training Centre (both later combined as the Hospital Training School), 
Auki Boat-Building School, and the T.S. Ranadi Marine Training School. 
All these institutions brought a new generation of young Solomon 
Islanders to Honiara, along with a mix of fellow students from the Crown 
Colony of Gilbert and Ellice Islands, the New Hebrides Condominium 
(Vanuatu), and other Pacific colonial territories in Micronesia. 

The first change was the Auki Experimental Primary School, which 
was the forerunner of plans for wider government participation in the 
education system. Funds were also approved in 1951 for an elementary 
school in Honiara. Its first principal was Reverend Bill Gina, who was sent 
to Fiji in 1952 to complete teacher training. He remained principal of the 
Honiara Government Primary School until he retired in 1965 and was 
responsible for educating the first generation of Solomon Islands children 

28  BSIP AR 1953–54: 26.
29  Laracy 1976: 151–52.
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in the town. By the late 1950s, there were five government schools in the 
protectorate providing education up to Standard IV, and the Government 
Primary School providing education for the primary range up to Year 7.30 

King George VI School and secondary education

Until 1965, King George VI School was based at Aligego, just outside 
Auki, on Malaita. It began as the Auki Experimental Primary School in 
1947 and floundered along until an adequate headmaster was appointed 
in 1952. The school became the first government senior primary school. 
After the death of the British king in February 1952, on 25 September of 
that year, the school was renamed the King George VI School (KGVI). 

By the end of 1954, KGVI provided education up to a higher primary 
standard for 92 boys. The construction of the school buildings was 
completed in 1955. The curriculum included English, which was the only 
instructional or wider language of communication used at the school, as 
well as arts and crafts, hygiene, arithmetic, agriculture, and social studies. 
Sport flourished—mainly soccer, cricket, and athletics. The school farm, 
staffed by the students, provided 90 per cent of the root vegetables they 
consumed.31 

From 1945, BSIP Government planning had been to move towards 
mass primary and eventually more limited secondary education within 
the BSIP. This coincided with one of the demands of the Maasina Rule 
movement—that a government secondary school be established on 
Malaita—and led to secondary education beginning at KGVI in January 
1958. KGVI became a secondary school in 1962. About half its secondary 
students came from Malaita, and half from other areas of the protectorate, 
the New Hebrides, and the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, where government 
schools only went to Year 8. By 1960, there were three secondary classes 
and two senior primary classes. In 1962, the school had 62 students. 
Under headmaster Hugh Hall (1960–67), the secondary education 
section of KGVI adopted the Cambridge syllabus. Candidates began to 
sit for their Cambridge School Certificate (O Levels) in 1960, with the 

30  BSIP AR 1953–54: 5; 1957–58: 33.
31  Palmer and Medobu 2003; Geoffrey Anii, interview with Clive Moore, Honiara, 23 February 
2007; BSIP NS, 21 August 1967, 6 October 1967; BSIP AR 1951–52: 4, 1953–54: 26.
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first passes in 1962.32 Most of these early students went on to further 
education and found their way into the BSIP public service. Thirty boys 
obtained their O Levels between 1962 and 1966. The school introduced 
a  system of prefects and dormitories named after European explorers 
(such as Mendaña and Lieutenant John Shortland). 

KGVI had also begun to take a few girls as day students and, in 1963, it 
began to accept larger numbers of girls. KGVI was moved to Honiara at the 
end of 1965 to cater for the growing capital city. The first buildings on the 
Honiara site were constructed in 1963 near the British Solomons Teachers’ 
Training College at Panatina. The foundation stone was laid on 8 February 
1964, and the new school was officially opened in January 1966.33 

KGVI supplemented the Christian school system and was crucial to 
producing the new educated elite in Solomon Islands. The Honiara-based 
KGVI was initially large enough to cope with 210 students, with plans to 
expand to three hundred. As it had been on Malaita, it was also a boarding 
school. When it opened in Honiara, there were 159 students, five of 
whom were female day students. The school became fully coeducational 
in 1967, with a student body of 223, including 34 girls, with the intention 
of expanding the female student intake to 80. This move was bitterly 
opposed by some conservative members of the Legislative Council, who 
called it a disregard for established customs—although, as it was pointed 
out, the Methodists had operated coeducational boarding schools in the 
protectorate since 1902. In 1969, KGVI provided a four-year course 
of education up to Cambridge School Certificate level. That year, 
there were 281 students (212 boys and 69 girls) with 98 new students, 
including 25 girls. There were 18 teachers, and extra buildings were under 
construction. The next year, the school had 305 students (228 boys and 
77 girls) and one new teacher.34 

32  BSIP NS, 7 January 1967, 21 August 1967. In 1963, James Roni was the first to obtain a First-
Class Division—equivalent to matriculation—after which he was sent to Gatton Agricultural College 
in Queensland. Two others who sat for their O Levels that year were William Fa`arondo and Bobby 
Oifena Kwanairara, who received school certificates with six subjects each. Kwanairara was appointed 
an Assistant Administrative Officer Cadet, working in Central District, and Fa`arondo worked at the 
Lands Department before attending a draughtsman’s topographical course at the School of Military 
Survey in Melbourne.
33  The old Aligego site became a senior primary school for children on Malaita and BSIP’s first 
Local Government Training School, which opened in 1967 under Michael Forster, the newly arrived 
Local Government Training Officer, who had served previously in the BSIP (1939–50) as a district 
officer and Coastwatcher. The initial courses were for executive officers, council clerks, subdistrict 
clerks, and court clerks. BSIP NS, 21 February 1967, 6 October 1967, No. 24, December 1967.
34  BSIP NS, 13 December 1967; BSIP AR 1969: 47, 1970: 51. Also see Moore 2013c: entry for 
King George VI School.
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Plate 7.5 The front entrance to King George VI School.
The sculpture is a collective work by students Henry Sitai, George Kuper, Rollance 
Hilly, Lawrence Foana`ota, James Kamasai, Isaac Molia, Mark Bisili, and others. 
Source: Les Tickle Collection. 

Plate 7.6 The chapel at King George VI School.
Source: Les Tickle Collection.
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Plate 7.7 King George VI School students in about 1968, with school 
buildings in the background.
Source: Les Tickle Collection.
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The KGVI’s intake was from government and church senior primary 
schools, with a ‘credit level’ necessary to be eligible to enter secondary 
school. In the 1960s, the major churches established equivalent secondary 
schools in Honiara. Four Christian secondary schools in the protectorate 
took students through to Year 8: All Hallows at Pawa (boys), St Joseph’s 
Tenaru (boys), Goldie College on New Georgia (coeducational), and 
St  Mary’s Pamua (girls). By 1969, there were six church secondary 
schools: St Paul’s Aruligo (Catholic), Su`u on Malaita (SSEM), Goldie 
College (United Church), Betikama in Honiara (SDA), All Hallows 
Pamua, and St Mary’s Pawa (Anglican). At the end of that year, the last 
two combined into a new school: Selwyn College, 29 kilometres west 
of Honiara. Betikama Adventist School introduced Year 8 in 1968 as 
part of its plans to extend to Year 9 in 1969 and Year 10 in 1970. The 
Catholics’ St Joseph’s School at Tenaru was also expanded at this time. 
These schools fed students through to the post-secondary government 
and church educational institutions in Solomon Islands and overseas. The 
alternatives to attending secondary school were to enrol in the training 
college for vocational courses and primary school teachers, or to enter 
the workforce.

Plate 7.8 Prize winners at King George VI School in 1970.
Source: Les Tickle Collection. 
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KGVI was responsible for other less obvious changes that are now 
incorporated into the modern culture of Solomon Islands. Art students 
developed new motifs based on traditional designs, learning how to 
incorporate them in murals and into the fabric of modern buildings. KGVI 
students designed and painted murals on the walls of the Honiara Club, 
which were also incorporated into the new 2 cent, 10 cent, and 1 dollar 
coins. Les Tickle, teacher in charge of the art department (1968–72), 
painted a mural for the entrance to the Legislative Council’s committee 
rooms, with the design later incorporated into the banknotes used from 
1977 until 2013. Even the designs on the decorated ‘planters’ (plant pots) 
now used in the centre of Mendana Avenue owe their origin to the early 
KGVI art students.35 

KGVI remains an important national secondary school, although it has 
now been overtaken in academic performance by St Nicholas College, 
Florence Young School, Bishop Epalle School, and Honiara High School. 

British Solomon Islands Teachers’ and Vocational 
Training College

The second plank in modern secular education in the Solomons was the 
creation of the British Solomon Islands Teachers’ and Vocational Training 
College (TVTC). This was later split into the British Solomon Islands 
Teachers’ Training College and the Honiara Technical Institute. 

Plans were drawn up in 1954 and a site selected for a college to train 
artisans, electrical and clerical workers, and teachers. The government’s 
aim was to strengthen the training programs already existing through the 
various Christian denominations and government departments. In 1955, 
the BSIP Government received a £56,000 grant to establish the TVTC. 
In June, High Commissioner Stanley laid the foundation stone of the first 
building on the Kukum campus, on the site of wartime battles and an 
American storage area. The first staff houses were built in 1956 and the 
initial intake of students also occurred that year. Completion of the main 
block was delayed until 1957, owing to the slow delivery of steel from 
the United Kingdom.36 The college was fully operational by 1959, when 
20 students began the teacher training courses to teach in junior primary 
schools (Years 1–4). Two-year courses for teachers, clerical workers, and 

35  Email from Les Tickle, 22 December 2018; Tickle 1970.
36  PIM, March 1956, 71; March 1957, 27.
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carpenters were planned, to be followed by others in metal work, electrical, 
and radio operation, as the college expanded. There were some unusual 
early dangers for students, such as the hundreds of unexploded wartime 
shells discovered on the college grounds during these early years.37 

The first 18 primary Year 3 teachers graduated from a two-year course at 
the end of 1960, as did the first 14 manual arts (mainly carpentry) students. 
In conjunction with the South Pacific Commission, there were two 
schemes for full-time technical education introduced for Solomon Islands 
students and others from Pacific territories, in printing and boatbuilding. 
The Literature Production Training Centre began a one-year course in 
offset printing in 1960, for 12 students from six Pacific territories. The 
second group of carpenters graduated in 1962.38 A boatbuilding course 
began in 1960, based in Auki, Malaita.39 

By 1961, the government was investigating ways to increase the TVTC’s 
intake for the full two-year teacher training courses and, under the 
Australian Commonwealth Education Scheme, short courses were 
provided to improve the methods of unqualified teachers. Late in 1964, 
plans were formulated for construction of a ‘polytechnic’, to provide 
facilities for a limited range of technical training, to coordinate the 
common features of various training programs, and to provide adult 
education classes.40 Residential accommodation was expanded from 48 to 
96 places in 1964, using a grant from the Nuffield Foundation. The first 
women attended the college in 1964; they graduated five years later and, 
in 1970, the female intake increased from 20 to 30.41 

37  BSIP NS, 8 July 1966, 21 September 1966, 19 December 1966.
38  BSIP AR 1959–60: 4; BSIP NS, 31 October 1960, 30 November 1962.
39  The Boat-Building School was established in Auki and was funded by the Pacific Commission and 
the World Health Organization, with male students enrolled in a two-year course. The second intake 
was in 1963, with students from the BSIP, Papua and New Guinea, the New Hebrides, Niue, the US 
Trust Territory in Micronesia, Iran, Pakistan, Indonesia, and the Philippines. The first three fishing boats 
were built in 1961, and seven 7.6-metre launches were built at the school between 1960 and 1964. 
Work also began on the Walande, a 15.8-metre touring vessel for the Marine Department, which was 
completed in February 1965. The third boatbuilding course began in May 1966, with BSIP students 
and others from the Crown Colony of Gilbert and Ellice Islands, the New Hebrides, and Niue. By 1968, 
they were building four 7.9-metre vessels for the protectorate fleet. BSIP AR 1959–60: 38, 1963–64: 46; 
BSIP NS, 31 August 1961, 31 October 1962, 15 March 1962, 30 April 1963, 16 August 1963, 15 May 
1964, 28 February 1965, 7 February 1966, 21 May 1966, 31 March 1968.
40  BSIP 1960–69: G.F. Bovey, BSIP Legislative Council Debates, 6 June 1961, 68; BSIP AR 1963–
64: 16.
41  Veronica Kafa and Sally Hakatuna were enrolled in 1964, and four more women followed in 
1965. Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 16–19.



323

7. BUILDING SOCIETY AND THE NATION

Plate 7.9 The Teacher and Vocational Training College in the late 1950s.
Source: BSIP AR (1957–58: 36).

British Solomon Islands Teachers’ 
Training College 

The technical courses were split off into the Honiara Technical Institute 
and the college continued to provide two-year courses for teacher 
training. Selection was by competitive examination and 36 new students 
joined the college in January 1967, including five women. By the end 
of that year, there were 94 teacher trainees, a dozen of them women. 
In 1970, the college increased its female intake from 12 to 30, and the 
BSIP scholarship board agreed that teachers were eligible to apply for 
scholarships under the Commonwealth bursary scheme.42 Thirty-four 
Year 3 teachers successfully completed their second year of training 
in 1970, and another 49 were selected to begin the course. Untrained 
teachers went through a crash course and were awarded certificates. By 
1974, there had been a change in the length of the pre-service Year 3 
course, from two to three years. Curriculum development was improved 
and, in anticipation of a substantial increase in the future output from 
the Year 3 course, 70 students began in 1975. Additional students trained 

42  BSIP NS, 14 February 1964.
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in vocational subjects with an emphasis on home craft, rural science, art 
and craft, and woodwork. In-service courses also operated in the school 
holidays, bringing in teachers from around the protectorate.43

The training college provided a major new pathway for young Solomon 
Islands women to obtain a higher education and to enter the workforce. 
Along with nursing, teaching enabled women to be independent and to 
participate in building the modern nation. Along with other government 
training institutions in Honiara, it was the precursor of the Solomon 
Islands College of Higher Education (SICHE), which began in 1984, and 
the Solomon Islands National University (SINU), which began in 2013.

Honiara Technical Institute
A 1966 report recommended that a technical college be established in 
Honiara, separate from but complementing what would become the 
British Solomon Islands Teachers’ Training College. The separate technical 
college would provide basic and advanced pre-vocational courses on a full 
and part-time basis. Entry was to be from Year 7 into three-year courses, 
beginning in 1970. Initially, government departments had their own 
small training schools.44 The Agricultural Staff Training Institute (ASTI) 
had begun at Kukum in 1959. Its first students, from Solomon Islands 
and the Crown Colony of Gilbert and Ellice Islands, graduated at the end 
of 1962. The report suggested combining the ASTI and the small Survey 
and Draughting Institute with a new Honiara Technical Institute, all based 
in the ASTI grounds. Supervised by its principal George Hardcastle, work 
began on the new buildings in May 1968. The Honiara Technical Institute 
opened in 1969 with five schools: Marine, Agriculture, Commerce, 
Survey and Draughting, and Trades. The institute drew students from 
neighbouring Pacific territories. By 1970, there were 200 students 
enrolled, from Solomon Islands, Tonga, New Hebrides (11 per cent of the 
enrolment), and Saipan in the Northern Mariana Islands. At the end of 
the institute’s first two years, 422 students had attended some type of full-
time training. The institute added clerical training to its syllabus and, in 
1969, the first seven women sat the elementary typewriting examination 
from Pitman’s College in England.45 

43  BSIP AR 1970: 52; 1974: 69.
44  BSIP NS, 12 July 1955, 16 August 1963, 8 July 1966, 21 September 1966, 19 December 1966.
45  Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 19. They were Maxine Bretchefield, Elizabeth Maelaua, Urmila 
Singh, Selina Har, Daisy Sikori, Jocelyn Mamupio, and Maetofea Waleilia.
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As localisation increased in the public service and private industry 
expanded, there was a need for trained workers. Basic electrical training 
and building courses, a full-time course in clerical work, and a short 
course for coxswains (ships’ navigators) were introduced. In 1974, the 
enrolment was 587 full-time students, attending courses of six months to 
one year in technical and commercial subjects. The remainder attended 
short courses in management, auto electrics, outboard motor servicing, 
and coxswains’ training. Evening classes were held in typing, shorthand, 
and Pijin English for expatriates, with a total enrolment of 409 during the 
year. There were also part-time courses in bookkeeping, correspondence 
and report writing, and refrigeration.46

TS Ranadi Marine Training School

The TS (Training Ship) Ranadi Marine Training School was named after 
MV Ranadi, a steam yacht that was the main government vessel during 
the 1920s, and eventually became the resident commissioner’s yacht.47 
Through its Marine Department, the BSIP Government in 1960 began 
making plans to establish a Maritime (later Marine) Training School in 
Honiara to train crews for government vessels. The first course began 
in April 1961, temporarily using facilities at Tulagi, pending completion 
of permanent buildings on the shore at Tanakake in November. Its first 
training officer was Captain James C. Anderson, later vice-principal 
of the Honiara Technical Institute.48 The school was expanded during 
1962 to include a dormitory for 30 male students. The first Solomon 
Islanders received Outer Islands Masters tickets in 1963. In 1968, there 
were 50 students, 20 of them receiving advanced instruction as marine 
mechanics.49 The Marine Training School became part of the Honiara 
Technical Institute and later a section of the School of Marine and 
Fisheries Studies of SICHE, before incorporation into SINU. The Marine 
Training School provided the name for the Ranadi Industrial Estate.50

46  BSIP NS, 31 May 1968, 31 January 1970; BSIP AR 1969: 4, 1971: 60, 1974: 71.
47  MacQuarrie 1946: 25–26.
48  BSIP NS, February 1969.
49  BSIP NS, 31 July 1960, 2 November 1961, 1 November 1962, 31 June 1965, 31 January 1968.
50  Floyd 1978.
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Plate 7.10 Sir Donald Luddington, the final Western Pacific High 
Commissioner (1973–74) and the first Governor of the BSIP (1974–76), 
reviewing students at a TS Ranadi Marine Training School graduation 
ceremony.
Source: John Holloway Collection, in Clive Moore Collection.

Nurses’ and dressers’ training schools

The other aspect of education that was eventually to become part of 
SICHE, and now SINU, was nurse training, which was dominated by 
women. The early nurses in the protectorate were Europeans working for 
the various Christian missions or for the government. The first government 
nurse, Edith Elizabeth Elliot, arrived at Tulagi Hospital in 1914. Many 
Solomon Islands women, particularly church Sisters, received informal 
training as nurses. In 1922, the BSIP Government began training male 
‘native dressers’ (medical orderlies) at Tulagi Hospital and, in 1929, the 
first Solomon Islander attended the Fiji Medical School, graduating in 
1931 as a Native Medical Practitioner (NMP). In 1956, the title changed 
to Assistant Medical Officer (AMO). From the late 1920s, the government 
began to extend medical services and established small hospitals at district 
stations, which were staffed by local dressers. In 1941, the first six young 
Melanesian women began training as nurses at the Melanesian Mission 
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(Anglican) Hospital of the Epiphany at Fauaabu, Malaita. After World 
War II, a nurses’ school was established at Fauaabu, with between 20 and 
30 nurses enrolled each year in four-year courses.

Central Hospital in Honiara trained dressers, with the course increased 
from 18 months to three years in 1953. The only entry specification 
was that trainees had to be able to read and write. By the end of 1954, 
four dressers had graduated as medical assistants.51 The Nurses’ Training 
Centre was opened at Central Hospital by High Commissioner Gutch on 
13 December 1956; it was intended to supplement the output of nurses 
from the training centre at Fauaabu. The Central Hospital system was 
renamed the Hospital Training School, providing three-year courses for 
nurses. Male graduates were called medical assistants (what had been the 
male dresser or orderly positions) (Table 6.2). 

The protectorate’s Nurses and Midwives Ordinance was passed in 1958. 
Amended in 1961, this allowed the temporary registration of qualified 
nurses and midwives, until a formal meeting of the Nurses and Midwives 
Board could be arranged. The change enabled nurses arriving from overseas 
to begin work immediately.52 The Central Hospital School of Nursing 
continued to train local nurses, with the program funded by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization. 
In 1970, six women and nine men (one from the New Hebrides) passed 
the BSIP Nurses and Midwives Board final examination. A new nurses’ 
hostel was completed with accommodation for 32 and a flat for the ‘house 
mother’. In 1974, there were 57 students in local training, with three 
student nurses, and three registered nurses training overseas.53

The School of Nursing at SINU was established in 2011, beginning with 
a Bachelor of Nursing, with a postgraduate diploma course added in 2017. 
Two years later, the annual intake was 75, which was large enough to 
replace the number of nurses lost to retirement or who left the Solomons 
to work overseas, mainly in Vanuatu.54 

51  BSIP AR 1953–54: 29.
52  BSIP AR 1961–62: 50; BSIP NS, 31 December 1956, 31 January 1961; Fox 1958: 248–54; 
BSIP 1960–69: BSIP Legislative Council Debates, 31 May 1961. Nurse training continued at the 
Anglican Fauaabu Hospital and the Methodist hospital at Munda. Fauaabu nurses were considered 
the same standard as those trained by the BSIP Government. The SSEC also ran a training course for 
midwives at Nafinua.
53  BSIP AR 1970: 62; 1974: 80.
54  Faculty of Nursing, Medicine & Health Science, SINU website, available from: www.sinu.edu.
sb/fnmhs/; Bau 2019b.

http://www.sinu.edu.sb/fnmhs/
http://www.sinu.edu.sb/fnmhs/
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Plate 7.11 Nurses at Central Hospital in the 1960s.
Source: Alan Lindley Collection, in Clive Moore Collection.

Tertiary study

From the 1950s, there was a realisation that Solomon Islanders needed to 
be trained in specialist post-secondary education and that Honiara could 
become a regional training hub for Pacific students. The various training 
institutions attracted their share of students from other Pacific territories, 
and a few from Asia. These students helped alter the nature of Honiara, 
making it more cosmopolitan, as well as training Solomon Islanders in 
a variety of occupations. Overall, the training also improved the ability of 
all students to be articulate citizens of modern Pacific nations.

In the years before independence, there was only one university presence 
in Honiara, a campus of the University of the South Pacific (USP, 
centred in Suva, Fiji).55 When the USP opened in 1968, there were eight 
Solomon Islanders among its first students.56 The USP Extension Centre 
in Honiara opened in November 1971, using three temporary buildings. 
In 1967, it moved to its permanent premises, backing on to the ridges 
between Chinatown and Lawson Tama. A feature of the building are four 

55  University of the South Pacific Solomon Islands Centre 1983; 2018: 47, 65–67, 98, 128.
56  In 1971, Sister Mary Emmanuela and Walter Ramo were the first Solomon Islands students 
to receive the Diploma of Education. Francis Billy Hilly, prime minister in 1993–94, was the first 
graduate, with a BA in 1973. University of the South Pacific Solomon Islands Centre 1983: 1.
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carved posts at the entrance, depicting traditional life and legends from 
all areas of the nation, and woven matting on the foyer walls. These are 
in keeping with the overall USP philosophy of cultural preservation and 
social involvement.57

Under a system known as ‘Extension Studies’, initially, the centre taught 
introductory and foundation courses and, from 1977, one course within 
a BA degree. Correspondence materials were used, which were bolstered 
from August 1974 with innovative voice tutorials using a satellite 
communication system linked to teachers in Fiji. Tutors also visited from 
the main campus and travelled to the districts. Extension studies enabled 
students to begin their tertiary studies while in Honiara or in remote 
areas of the nation, using paper-based resources backed by attendance 
at intensive residential schools for short periods in Honiara. The best 
students went on to study at the Laucala campus in Suva. There were 
other continuing education courses offered at the Honiara campus—for 
instance, in-service training for primary schoolteachers, adult education 
informal discussion groups on economic development, and courses in 
music, creative writing, dance and drama, tapa-making, small business 
planning, and learning Solomons Pijin (for foreigners). In 1983, there 
were 106 Solomon Islander full-time undergraduate students studying at 
the USP in Suva, with 3,957 enrolments in individual extension studies 
courses. Many Solomon Islanders received their first chance for higher 
education through the USP centre, which has continued to expand. 
Discussions began in 2012 to construct a fourth major campus of the 
university, on land at Domma, west of Honiara, which had been earmarked 
for a new urban centre. Plans changed and the new campus, financed by 
the Asian Development Bank, will now be located on land at KGVI. In 
2016, USP had the equivalent of 1,701 full-time students in Honiara. 
Solomon Islands students were the second-largest group on the Laucala 
campus in Fiji and, overall, Solomon Islanders made up the full-time 
equivalent of 2,945 students in the USP system, which now has campuses 
in all its member nations.58 The USP centre has been instrumental in 
training vast numbers of Solomon Islanders, and preserving local culture. 

57  These were carved by Jonathan Taingo and his son Faletau Aeui Taingo from Munda in Western 
District, Gabriel Fousitau from Malaita District, Frank Haikiu from Bellona, which was then in 
Central District, and Francis Sufake from Santa Ana in Eastern District. Leckie 2018: 66.
58  BSIP AR 1974: 112; SND, 16 July 1976, 27 May 1977. These figures are cumulative by course 
enrolment and do not indicate individual students. My thanks to Jacqui Leckie for providing the 
recent statistics.
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Plate 7.12 A University of the South Pacific graduation ceremony at the 
Panatina Pavilion in Honiara, 2009. Vice-Chancellor Professor Rajesh 
Chandra is presenting a student with his degree.
Source: Clive Moore Collection.

The Solomon Islands College of Higher Education (SICHE) was formed 
in 1984 under an Act of parliament that amalgamated all post-secondary 
government educational institutions in Honiara. The initial SICHE 
schools were Education, Finance and Administration, Marine and 
Fisheries Studies, Nursing and Health Studies, Industrial Development, 
and Natural Resources. In 2008, the Act was amended to include the 
School of Tourism and Hospitality, and any other schools as needed. 
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Sir Nathaniel Waena, a former government minister and governor-general, 
became chairman of the SICHE board in 2011, and was charged with 
guiding the transition to university status. Two years later, SINU took 
over from SICHE and became the Pacific Islands’ newest university, with 
Dr Glynn Galo as the first vice-chancellor. There are now six faculties: 
Business and Tourism; Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry; Nursing, 
Medicine and Health Services; Science and Technology; Education and 
Humanities; and Distance and Flexible Learning. The second vice-
chancellor, Fiji-born Professor Ganesh Chand, who was appointed in 
2019, fell out with the staff and government in 2020. Dr Jack Maebuta is 
now acting vice-chancellor.

SINU is designed to encompass trade courses, tertiary preparation level, 
and community and academic area-specific certificates and bachelors’ 
degrees, with plans to extend to postgraduate study. Short courses are also 
available in executive management, clerical office support, information 
and technology, hospitality, and marine and ports. The majority of the 
2020 cohort (1,257, 65 per cent of whom were male) was in Honiara, 
with the main outreach to Buala, Gizo, and Munda. There were 1,835 
students enrolled during the first half of 2020, before the COVID-19 
pandemic restricted distance enrolments in four centres (including Auki) 
and caused SINU to close temporarily.59 

The SINU teaching functions were well entrenched in the SICHE days. 
However, as with similar upgrading of educational institutions overseas, 
creating a research agenda, culture, and staff development to meet the 
requirements of a university remains a long-term project. SINU offers 
vocational training courses, as do some church groups, nongovernmental 
organisations (NGOs), and community-based organisations. There 
were two other tertiary education developments during the 2000s: 
the University of Papua New Guinea proposed establishing a distance 
education campus in Honiara (which fizzled out); and Don Bosco School 
became the Don Bosco Technical Institute, in partnership with the 
Australian-Pacific Technical College (an Australian aid initiative), offering 
construction and automotive apprenticeship training at certificate level. 

59  Information from Dr Jack Maebuta, Doris Rilifia, Martin Otto, and Estee Lonamei, SINU, 
March and April 2020.
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Plate 7.13 Gold medal graduates and two of the medal sponsors at the 
graduation ceremony for the Solomon Islands National University, 2018.
Source: Office of the Vice-Chancellor, SINU. 

Plate 7.14 The senior executive of the Solomon Islands National 
University at the graduation ceremony, 2018.
Source: Office of the Vice-Chancellor, SINU. 
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Women in Honiara
Another aspect of the changes in Honiara has been the expansion of the 
role of women, in education and employment, and as integral citizens 
in the modern nation. Women began to take up paid employment in 
the districts and Honiara during the 1950s and 1960s. They also began 
to be employed in the public service during the 1960s and 1970s, and 
in other specialised occupations, such as nursing, teaching, the malaria 
education project, and in hotels, stores, and banks. There were concerted 
government and church efforts to involve women in education and 
decision-making. While there should not be too much positive gloss put 
on this—given the ingrained sexism of many Solomon Islands men and 
the very few women who are ever elected to political office or climb high 
in the public service—there were changes taking place that affected the 
roles of women.

Plate 7.15 Honiara Women’s Club, 1962.
Source: BSIP AR (1961–62: 48).

In their introductory chapter to Being the First, Ruth Basi Afia-Maetala 
and Alice Aruhe`eta Pollard credit three factors with changing the future 
of women in Solomon Islands. The first was the mainstreaming of girls’ 
education from the 1960s. The second was the Girl Guides movement. 
Guiding, established in the 1950s, became an effective and efficient way 
of training young girls as future leaders: 
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Guiding provided an opportunity for girls to do things that might 
otherwise have been condemned, at those times, as masculine 
activities. For example, Girl Guides were involved in flag raising 
ceremonies and camping. Guiding was then used in colonial days 
to help young girls build self-esteem and confidence in themselves 
within a male dominated society.60 

In the 1960s, there were 4,000 Guides and Brownies in Solomon Islands. 
The movement encouraged girls to be involved in activities outside their 
homes and schools. They learnt leadership and began to feel comfortable 
in the public sphere. 

The third change suggested is the development of Women’s Clubs—an 
exercise in ‘colonial feminism’, which became a regular feature of urban 
and village life in the 1960s. The clubs were introduced by the South 
Pacific Commission to give advice on cooking, sewing by hand and with 
machines, and child welfare. They were enlivened by community singing. 
The first club began in Honiara on 15 May 1961, with club rooms opened 
in November that year. Judy Godfrey from Volunteer Services Overseas 
arrived to teach women sewing, cookery, child welfare, and English. 
The South Pacific Commission conducted the first women’s leadership 
courses in Honiara and Gizo during June 1963.61 

In 1966, there were 80 Women’s Clubs throughout the BSIP. So many new 
clubs formed that a system of registration was established. The Anglican 
Church’s Mothers’ Union and the SDA’s Dorcas groups augmented the 
Women’s Clubs, which were aimed at providing outreach by women to 
the poor and needy, and included Christian leadership training. Most 
Catholic mission stations throughout the islands had a Women’s Club, 
whose members focused their energies on domestic skills, childcare, 
and gardening. A government-sponsored Women’s Interest Officer was 
appointed in 1964, particularly to facilitate the Women’s Clubs.62 These 
women’s groups engendered a degree of self-empowerment. All Christian 
denominations included women in their activities and, although one can 
be critical that these were domestic leadership roles, in the long term, they 
altered the place of Solomon Islands women. Organisations such as the 
Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA), which began in Honiara 
in 1975, were also influential. The YWCA established a  kindergarten 

60  Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 15.
61  BSIP NS, 30 May 1961, 30 June 1961, 30 November 1961, 31 May 1963; Afia-Maetala and 
Pollard 2009: 16.
62  BSIP AR 1966: 51; BSIP NS, 31 August 1968; Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 17.
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and hostel at Rove in 1978. The hostel, upgraded in the early 1980s, 
enabled young women to live separately but safely away from their 
families while working in Honiara. The YWCA also provided film nights 
and sewing classes. There was a sense within the organisation of women’s 
sharing and ownership of urban space, which continues. The South 
Pacific Commission was also instrumental in the 1960s in introducing 
leadership courses for women, and a women’s hostel was built using British 
Government funds, providing accommodation for women attending the 
teachers’ training college.63 

The government’s Women’s Interest Office was begun to provide training 
programs for women, to assist the circulation of information, and to 
train women to participate in leadership and decision-making. After 
independence in 1978, this translated into the Women and Development 
Division within the Ministry of Women, Youth, Sports and Recreation. 
Much of the funding came from overseas aid organisations, which was 
aimed at improving participation by rural and urban women in the 
modern nation. Solomon Islands Women’s Week began in 1977 and the 
Solomon Islands National Council of Women was founded in 1983.64 

Plate 7.16 Selina Tale (YWCA-SI Kindergarten Supervisor), Christina 
Maezama (General Secretary, 1980–92), and Vera Sautehi (Extension 
Officer) outside the YWCA premises at Rove, Honiara, in the early 1980s.
Source: Feary and Lai (2012: 42).

63  Feary and Lai 2012: 31–32, 36, 39; Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 16–17.
64  Pollard 2000: 83–91.
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Plate 7.17 A YWCA hostel room, probably in the early 1980s.
Source: Feary and Lai (2012: 49).

Plate 7.18 The YWCA kindergarten in the early 1960s.
Source: Feary and Lai (2012: 49).
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There was also a fourth change—a precursor of the mainstreaming of 
girls’ education in the 1960s. In the 1950s, young Solomons women 
began to go overseas for education. They received scholarships for 
secondary education and training as primary schoolteachers and nurses in 
Papua New Guinea, Fiji, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. These 
women were provided with world-class training and the certainty that 
they could succeed when they returned home. Even those who struggled 
scholastically returned with assurance that they understood something of 
the outside world. 

Census data on women in Honiara are not always uniform enough to 
use for longitudinal comparisons. A breakdown of the male and female 
populations of Honiara in 1959 (Table 4.1) indicates there were 827 
women: 464 Melanesians, 162 Europeans, 127 Chinese, 48 Polynesians, 
11 Fijians, six Gilbertese, and nine others. Indigenous females (including 
girls) made up 62 per cent of the town’s population. Given that they lived 
in close proximity and most went daily to the market, they must all have 
known each other, at least by sight.65 Because the 1970 census included 
Honiara within Guadalcanal District, it is not possible to establish an 
ethnic male/female ratio for Honiara, although overall there were 3,954 
females and 7,237 males resident in the town.66 As noted in an earlier 
chapter, most of the Solomon Islander adults in Honiara from the 1960s 
to the 1980s were aged from their late teens to 40 years.

The uneven sex ratio in Honiara altered markedly between the 1970s and 
the end of the century, reflecting the increasing importance of the locally 
born population in comparison with the male-dominated immigrant 
population of the early decades. Another characteristic of these years is 
that, in 1976, more than three in every four people living in Honiara 
had been born elsewhere. A decade later, the Honiara-born children were 
more obvious within the population, although by 1999, there had been 
another wave of migration, with 63 per cent born outside Honiara.67 
Solomon Islands women in Honiara reflected these proportions.

There were exceptional women who rose to the top during these years, 
although they were few in number. One was Lilly Valahoe Ogatina from 
Kia, Isabel Island, who reached national prominence in 1965 through her 

65  BSIP 1961: 51, 57, 60; Tedder 1966: 37.
66  SIG 1999b: 112. Table 4.3 shows the breakdown of the Melanesian male population in Honiara 
in 1970. See also Table 9.1.
67  SIG 1999b: 22.
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election to the Legislative Council, 
defeating four male candidates to 
become its first (and only) female 
member. Her father was George 
Rubaha, an Anglican catechist, 
and her mother was Lusuai. One of 
the first Solomon Islands women 
to be sent by the government to 
study overseas, Lilly spent seven 
years at Queen Victoria School 
in New Zealand. She returned 
to begin primary teaching at 
St Hilda’s School, Bungana; then, 
on 2 January 1966, she married 
Aubrey Poznanski, a part-Polish, 
part-Gilbertese member of the 
Marine Department. Their first 
child, Aubrey Teaito, was born late 
in 1966, followed by a daughter, 
Audrey. Two children joined the 
family as adoptees. 

68  In 1984, she unsuccessfully contested the West Isabel seat. BSIP NS, 30 September 1958, 31 
January 1964, 1 April 1965, 15 June 1965, 7 January 1966, 7 May 1967, 30 September 1969, 31 
October 1970; Afia-Maetala and Pollard 2009: 22; Moore 2013c: entry for Poznanski; Melanesian 
News [hereinafter MN], 9 February 1977.

Plate 7.19 Lilly Valahoe Ogatini 
Poznanski was a role model for 
women in the 1960s and 1970s.
Born in 1942 on Isabel Island, she was 
one of the first women to be educated 
overseas, at Queen Victoria School for 
Māori Girls in New Zealand. She became 
a member of the Legislative Council 
and represented the Ngosi Ward on the 
Honiara Town Council. She died in 1989.
Source: Courtesy of Brian Christie, in 
Clive Moore Collection.

In 1967, Lilly Poznanski stood unsuccessfully for the Honiara seat in the 
Legislative Council, after which she resumed her teaching career at the 
Government Primary School in Honiara. In September 1969, she was 
elected unopposed to the Nggosi Ward of the Honiara Town Council. 
The next year, she became Assistant Clerk to the Governing Council, 
while helping part-time in her husband’s garage business. In 1978, she 
became Chief Administrative Officer with the Ministry of Foreign Trade, 
Industry and Labour—making her the most highly paid indigenous 
woman in the Solomons. Throughout, she kept close links with her rural 
kin and was a traditional leader of her Zabana people in their efforts to 
reconnect with their Logahaza origins—a link that had been ruptured in 
the late nineteenth century because of slave-raiding. Poznanski was the 
only woman to achieve high political office during the protectorate years. 
A role model for all women and very visible in Honiara in the 1960s and 
1970s, she died in 1989.68 
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Few had Poznanski’s education and ability, although it would be churlish 
not to name others: Catherine Adifaka, Angeline Merle Aqorau, Ella 
Bugotu, Betty Fakarii, Hilda Kari, Margaret Kenilorea, Hilda Kii, Ruth 
Liloqula, Junelyn Pikacha, Alice Aruhe`eta Pollard, and Phyllis Taloikwai. 
Even in the 2020s, only a very small number of women have made 
progress as politicians, businesswomen, and public servants. Nevertheless, 
Honiara women have been remarkably resilient in their ability to earn 
an income. They help their families by selling produce on the roadside, 
ensuring extra cash to feed and clothe their children, and fulfil social 
obligations. Quietly, they go about maintaining family life, and bridging 
village and urban life. 

Plate 7.20 Women selling barbecued fish at Honiara International 
Airport—Henderson Field, 2004.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 
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Plate 7.21 White River resident Ellen Angofia (centre) selling tie-dyed 
lap-laps in 1998 at a cultural event.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 

Plate 7.22 A woman selling bilums in Honiara, 2010.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 
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Children in Honiara
In the 1950s, few Solomon Islander children attended school. Most 
expatriate children received their schooling overseas, only returning for 
holidays, and the majority of Solomon Islanders in Honiara were either 
young single youths and men or those who had left their families in their 
home village. Slowly, Honiara became a town where families lived. Some 
children went to kindergarten and school, attended sabbath schools and 
church services, and joined sporting teams and youth groups such as 
the SDA’s Pathfinder Clubs and the Methodist Boys’ Brigade. They also 
became Scouts, Guides, Cubs, and Brownies, just as they would in any 
modern Western urban setting. This view needs to be tempered against 
the number of children in Honiara who moved with their parents from 
rural areas and often remained illiterate. If they attended school, it was 
only for a few years of primary education. Even if literate, many remained 
barely numerate. It is a matter of parental motivation and finances. When 
there is barely enough money to sustain life, money for education, school 
uniforms, and youth groups is a luxury some can never afford. This has 
repercussions all through their adult lives.

Children mixed at school. Photographs from the 1970s to the 1990s 
indicate the beginnings of multiracial education. Honiara in its early 
decades was a safer place than it is today. Although they usually socialised 
in local areas, children could wander to friends’ homes to play. Settlements 
were often made up of people from a single language group and children 
lived in extended families in the same way as occurred in villages in the 
districts and, later, provinces.

The children of the elite, like their parents, bridged village and urban 
societies. They were members of urban families who adopted Western 
customs like birthday parties and commissioned photographic portraits. 
Jully Makini was a Honiara child of the 1960s and 1970s. Her description 
of the carefree days of a Honiara childhood is one of the few published. 
Her parents had moved the family from Gizo to Honiara, where her 
father was working in the Customs Department. There were four primary 
schools during the early 1960s: Chung Wah School, Honiara Government 
Primary School at ‘Namba 3’, St John’s School at Rove, and Woodford 
School. Students sat an examination at the end of Year 6 and, if they did 
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well, were awarded scholarships to attend schools in Australia and New 
Zealand, or local secondary schools. For the majority, education ended 
at Year 6.

The better-off families bought toys for their children, but like children 
everywhere, they always played anyway, using everyday objects. 
They joined youth groups, participated in interschool sports, graduated 
to more general teams, and attended sabbath schools at the various 
denominational churches.69 Makini remembers that most families were 
new to Honiara: 

Honiara was not busy or crowded, just a few trucks, cars and 
motorbikes and bicycles. The Government machinery worked 
well during those years. The town council workers disposed of 
rubbish from the residences, the houses were repaired and painted 
by carpenters, and plumbers fixed pipes and unblocked toilets—
these were Public Works Department workers. The police carried 
out their duties faithfully; they were on the beat, always walking 
two-by-two whether up Lengakiki or Vavaya Ridge or along 
Mendana Avenue.70 

Fathers worked and mothers stayed at home and took care of their 
children. There was intermixing of children from different backgrounds—
Melanesian, Polynesian, Gilbertese, Chinese, and European—and they 
mixed languages while they played: 

Children everywhere have no difficulties making friends with 
others. Even though the language of communication was Pidgin 
English [Tok Pisin], through this friendship children from Malaita 
spoke Roviana. These close friends are still fluent. It is worth 
noting the early families who resided in this area [opposite the 
present Central Market]—Osifelos, Tolilius, Takos, Lotis, Pabulus, 
Buchanans, Dagas, Richardsons, Bosos, Kaukus, Mazinis, Finaus, 
Hieless, Bisilis, Ririas, Martins and Chottus.71 

69  Makini 2015: 225.
70  ibid., 222–23.
71  ibid., 223.
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Plate 7.23 Randall Sukumana preparing for his kindergarten class, 
at Skyline, 2006.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 

Plate 7.24 Woodford School students, 1976.
Source: Transform Aqorau Collection. 
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Plate 7.25 Girl Guides in Honiara, 2006.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 

One of the hardest areas to assess is the changing role of children and youths 
in Honiara. In 1976, the ‘child’72 proportion of Honiara’s population 
was 6,037 girls and 8,905 boys, and in 1987, it was 13,120 girls and 
17,293 boys. The ethnic division was about 93 per cent Melanesian, with 
a Malaitan majority. There were 2,724 households in 1976 and 4,317 
in 1986.73 The statistics are clear: the national fertility rate is declining, 
from an average of 4.8 births per woman in 2000, to 3.36 in 2014, and 
Honiara’s rates are a little below the national average.74 

There were more children outside the school system than inside. The level 
of illiteracy has always been frighteningly high. In recent decades, Honiara 
has always had a high proportion of teenagers, many of them ‘dropouts’ 
from school with little chance of finding employment. They have perfected 
the art of being masta lius—wanderers in the urban environment, living 
largely off their wits and their families. Girls are more likely to assist their 
mothers with gardening and marketing. Some operate roadside stalls, 
selling betel nuts and single cigarettes, eking out a living on the poverty 
line. Youth issues are some of the most significant in Honiara and the 
most socially combustible elements in urban life. (This theme will be 
taken up again in Chapter 10.) 

72  Adulthood was not until 21 years of age.
73  SIG 1988b: ‘Report I (Supplement): Summary of Population by Socio-Economic Characteristics, 
Final Results’, pp. 117–21.
74  BSIP 1970: 74, 81.
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Plate 7.26 Children at Vura School, 2007.
Source: Clive Moore Collection.

Trade unions and labour activism
Not all education was through formal institutions, and those with 
employment have had to learn to understand employee–employer 
relations and workers’ rights. Some Solomon Islanders became interested 
in trade unions and labour activism as a career. Leaders often attended 
formal training overseas, but for the rank and file, becoming aware of 
workers’ rights was a slow process. This was all part of raising levels of 
consciousness among future citizens of the nation. Social awareness 
of individual and collective rights began to challenge the previous 
overwhelming power of the government and employers. The most 
significant early Solomon Islander trade unionists were Joses Taungengo 
Tuhanuku from Bellona Island and Bartholomew (Bart) Ulufa`alu from 
Langalanga Lagoon, Malaita.
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After the war, although the protectorate developed a system of local 
government, there were no trade unions or political parties. Solomon 
Islands workers were forbidden to strike by the terms of the indenture 
contracts under which most of them worked. In 1945, indenture was 
limited to one-year contracts, and it was abolished two years later. 
Pressure exerted on the labour market through Maasina Rule was part 
of the explanation for the demise of the indenture system. However, the 
change in Papua New Guinea from indenture contracts to agreements 
occurred at much the same time, and international labour conventions 
are said to have been the primary reason for these changes. In 1946, steps 
were taken to legalise trade unions; then, in late 1960 and early 1961, 
there was an indigenous movement to form a union on Malaita among 
port and plantation workers, although the first formal trade unions were 
formed by the BSIP Department of Labour.75 The British Solomon Islands 
General Workers Union was registered in 1961 and had considerable 
success during 1962–63 in negotiating wage increases for government 
and plantation workers. As part of this, for two weeks in October–
November 1962, labourers and classified government workers stopped 
work over wage disputes and were joined in sympathy by employees of 
several commercial companies. On 6 November, the government agreed 
to improve wages and conditions. Those who refused to return to work 
were repatriated to their home village.

The union had a substantial membership by 1963, when it was split (by 
the Department of Labour) into the British Solomon Islands Building 
and General Workers’ Union (BSIB&GWU) and the British Solomon 
Islands Plantation and Farmers’ Association (BSIP&FA), both of which 
were registered in September 1964. Another union, the British Solomon 
Islands Ports and Copra Workers’ Union (BSIP&CWU), was formed in 
1963–64, with Joel Kikolo as secretary and Johnson Olisikulu as treasurer. 
In September 1964, the BSIB&GWU began negotiations for further 
wage increases, requesting a basic wage of £15 per month (a nearly 100 
per cent increase). On 23 March 1965, an agreement was reached for an 
intermediate wage of £8/15/6 per month (6/9 d. per day), which the union 
accepted. This was followed a week later by an unofficial strike among 
government labourers and classified workers. In Honiara, 760 workers, 
including several hundred private-sector and government workers, went 
on strike, while 230 government workers continued performing their jobs. 

75  Bennett 1993: 162; Frazer 1990: 201–2.
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The strike spread for a few days to Yandina, Munda, and Gizo. Nineteen 
men were arrested, charged either with not maintaining essential services 
or with unlawful assembly. They received prison sentences of between six 
weeks and three months. The Honiara strike continued until 15 April.

The government was aware that labour issues were becoming important 
and leading to urban volatility. A conference was held from 29 October 
to 1 November 1965 between the BSIP&CWU and the BSIB&GWU, 
although no firm decisions were made because neither union had any 
subscribed members. Both unions went into temporary suspension. 
Olisikulu was sent by the BSIP Government to attend the British Trades 
Unions’ Congress in January 1966, then studied in London and Scotland 
to learn the duties of shop stewards and union clerks. On his return to 
Honiara, Olisikulu organised the amalgamation of the two unions into 
one, the British Solomon Islands Workers’ Union (BSIWU), which did 
not last.76 After the BSIP&CWU, BSIB&GWU, and BSIWU were 
liquidated, there was no further union development in the second half 
of the 1960s. The only additions were the teachers’ associations that 
were formed in various districts during the 1960s; the Malaita Teachers’ 
Association was formed in March 1966. 

Another strike occurred in April 1965. As Deputy Chief of Police Alan 
Lindley remembered it, there was labour agitation based at the Kukum 
Labour Line. Having been told of the activity, and unable to locate Chief 
of Police David Morgan, Lindley left Rove headquarters and drove to 
Central Police Station. The area behind the station (where the barracks 
are today) was almost opposite the old power station, which was staffed 
mainly by Fijians, who Lindley believed to be part of the discontent. He 
found several Solomon Islanders sitting outside the wire fence, which, 
given the gap underneath as it passed over Cruz Creek, made potential 
access to the power station easy. He stared them down and they moved 
on, then he returned to the police station, locating Senior Sergeant 
Gina, after which they both proceeded to the Kukum Labour Line. They 
confronted a Malaitan dressed in a customary manner and brandishing 
a club, whom they arrested and took back to Central Police Station, 
where he was charged with ‘conduct likely to cause a breach of the peace’. 
Next, about 200 Solomon Islanders marched down Mendana Avenue to 
Central Police Station, demanding the man be released. Lindley, Morgan, 
District Commissioner Bill Wright, and Ray Viggor, head of the new 

76  BSIP NS, 7 November 1966.



HONIARA

348

Riot Squad, confronted the crowd as it passed by the Treasury building. 
The crowd refused to disperse, which led to tear gas shells being fired. 
There were no arrests because the situation was judged to be too volatile. 
About three days later, the Riot Squad turned back another crowd that 
had crossed the bridge over the Mataniko River at Chinatown and was 
stopped near the new library. These incidents were Honiara’s first large-
scale civil unrest.77 Another strike occurred on 6 August 1965 when 65 
government employees stopped work at Tulagi to protest their pay and 
work conditions. 

The next union formed was the British Solomon Islands General Workers’ 
Union, begun by Peter Salaka in July 1971, which achieved little and 
had its registration cancelled at the beginning of 1974.78 Three other 
unions were created in 1974–75, none of which had full-time officers: 
the Solomon Islands Public Servants’ Association, the Government Non-
Established Workers’ Union, and the Guadalcanal Plains General Workers’ 
Union. The first long-term trade union initiated by Solomon Islanders 
was the Solomon Islands General Workers’ Union (SIGWU), later known 
as the Solomon Islands National Union of Workers (SINUW), which 
was registered on 15 July 1975.79 Employers largely ignored the unions. 
Another problem was that public servants were forbidden from taking an 
active role in any political party or association, which silenced many of 
the best-educated voices. 

77  Bellam 1970: 87.
78  BSIP AR 1974: 23; BSIP NS, 15 August 1971; Tuhanuku 1983: 120.
79  BSIP NS, 15 June 1965; Tuhanuku 1983: 120.

Bart Ulufa`alu, born in 1939, attended Catholic primary schools and 
Aruligo Secondary School. He studied at the University of Papua New 
Guinea between 1970 and 1974, where he received a BA in Economics 
and served as president of the Students’ Representative Council. 
He  returned to the Solomons and set up the Rafea and Kwakuna Co-
operative Development Society. In 1975, he founded the SIGWU and 
served as its general secretary for a year. Viewed by the government as 
a radical, he was blocked from joining the public service and instead chose 
parliamentary and business paths, establishing the Nationalists Party to 
contest the 1976 national election for the Legislative Assembly. He was 
elected and formed the Coalition Opposition Group, which was later 
renamed the Nationalists Democratic Party. After independence in July 
1978, Ulufa`alu became leader of the opposition in the new National 
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Parliament, and finance minister in the 1981–84 Mamaloni Government. 
He lost his seat in 1984, spent some time in business ventures, and 
returned to parliament in 1988, resigning in 1990 to work as a business 
adviser for the government and in private enterprise. He was re-elected 
in 1993 and served as prime minister from June 1997 until deposed in 
a coup in June 2000. Ulufa`alu died in 2007.80

80  SS, 29 May 2007; ‘Notes on Contributors’ in Larmour 1979: 257; Moore 2004a: 3–19, 61–62, 
93–136; STT, 26 July 1978; SND, 9 July 1976; Ulufa`alu 1977, 1983.

Plate 7.27 Bartholomew 
Ulufa`alu—trade union leader 
and, later, politician and prime 
minister—in the 1980s.
Source: Clive Moore Collection. 

Plate 7.28 Joses Taungengo 
Tuhanuku—trade union leader 
and, later, politician, cabinet 
minister, and leader of the 
opposition—in 1981.
Source: Anna Craven Collection,  
in Clive Moore Collection.

Joses Tuhanuku, born in 1952, attended Su`u primary and secondary 
schools and KGVI, before studying at the Papua New Guinea University 
of Technology in Lae and The Australian National University. At various 
times, he worked as a secondary schoolteacher and as a lecturer at the 
SICHE. In 1975, he assisted Ulufa`alu in founding the SIGWU and 
the following year replaced Ulufa`alu as general secretary. A scholarship 
enabled him to train with the Danish International Development Agency 
from February 1977 until June 1978. In 1988, Tuhanuku was one of 
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the founders of the Solomon Islands Labour Party and was elected to 
parliament the next year. He served in parliament during 1989–97 and 
2002–06, held several ministries, and was also for a period leader of the 
opposition. He remained a constant force in denouncing corruption.81 

81  See ‘Member Biographies: Hon. Joses Taungenga Tuhanuku’, available from: www.parliament.
gov.sb/memberfiles/memberbiogs/HonTuhanuku.pdf.
82  Tuhanuku 1983: 120–21.
83  The unauthorised manufacture of coins to commemorate self-government.
84  Ulufa`alu, Tuhanuku, Paul Belande, James Maefa`alu, Frank Tafea, and Charles Lesimaoma.

Tuhanuku described the first strike involving SIGWU as arising from 
a  dispute with the British Solomon Islands Ports Authority. A log of 
claims for stevedores and an application for recognition of the union was 
served on the Ports Authority on 15 July 1975. The authority stonewalled 
the union and, after inactivity, a strike was called on 14 August. The Ports 
Authority then evicted the striking workers, whom the union rehoused at 
Central Market for some days, which brought the issue to the attention 
of the Honiara public and raised unionist and other worker support. 
Union representatives met with Chief Minister Mamaloni, who ordered 
the Ports Authority to re-employ the men. The union called off the strike 
and the wages claim was put to a tribunal. Workers whose contracts had 
expired were repatriated to their home island. One upshot of this was 
the creation of a new organisation: the Solomon Islands Federation of 
Employers, which Tuhanuku says was not legally registered under the 
Trade Union Act.82 

Further negotiations failed. A general strike was called after the Christmas 
break and, in the meantime, Mamaloni became embroiled in the Letcher 
Mint affair.83 He resigned and cabinet was dissolved, although after a new 
election, Mamaloni returned to power with a new cabinet chosen from the 
former opposition members. This manoeuvre did little for the credibility 
of Mamaloni or his government. On 9 December, the government agent 
for Central District (the old district commissioner position) refused 
the union’s application to hold a public assembly and procession on 
11  December, the intention of which was to present a petition to the 
chief minister. The issues were the log of claims and a request to delay 
internal self-government until after the mid-1976 general election. 
Permission was granted for a public meeting outside Central Market, at 
which the crowd deputised six men to present the petition to Mamaloni.84 
When the delegation left for the chief minister’s office, a crowd of several 
thousand followed. The meeting went ahead, but when the police were 

http://www.parliament.gov.sb/memberfiles/memberbiogs/HonTuhanuku.pdf
http://www.parliament.gov.sb/memberfiles/memberbiogs/HonTuhanuku.pdf
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unable to make arrests among the crowd, they chose instead to arrest 
the six delegates. Each was found guilty in the Magistrate’s Court and 
given a £40 fine with the option of a three-month prison sentence. Four 
paid their fines, while Ulufa`alu and James Maefa`alu (president of the 
Government Non-Established Workers’ Union) chose prison. 

While Ulufa`alu was in prison, one of the union officials decided to 
organise a demonstration, on 2 January 1976, against self-government 
without a new national election. The march started at Central Market, 
then moved towards the governor’s office to present a petition. When 
the marchers reached Central Police Station, the police attempted to halt 
them and, failing, fired tear gas over their heads. The small demonstration 
became a riot, shop windows, cars, and offices were damaged, and the 
gas drifted on to the watching crowd. Nine demonstrators were arrested 
and were sent to prison for four to nine months. Two days after the riot, 
Ulufa`alu and Maefa`alu were released. In the ensuing negotiations, most 
employers, including the government, recognised the union.85 When 
Ulufa`alu entered the Legislative Assembly as the Member for East 
Honiara in the mid-1976 general election, he was replaced as president 
and general secretary of the SIGWU with Joses Tuhanuku. Ulufa`alu 
remained an adviser. 

Another setback came in October 1977 when the registrar of trade 
unions suspended the SIGWU for mismanagement. This was resolved in 
December, although many companies used the situation to withdraw their 
recognition, refusing to negotiate any log of claims. The office was closed 
and membership dropped from around 600 to three hundred. Ulufa`alu 
worked to rebuild the SIGWU, as did Tuhanuku on his return from 
Denmark, although the union had lost momentum and the nation was 
preoccupied with the lead-up to independence in July 1978. Membership 
had risen to 6,000 by the end of that year. Tuhanuku’s strategy had 
been to concentrate on building membership among rural workers on 
Guadalcanal Plains, which slowed union growth among Honiara’s wage-
earners. On 27 April 1980, the union’s name was altered to the Solomon 
Islands National Union of Workers (SINUW) to signify its national 
outlook. Nine strikes occurred that year over gaining recognition from 
employers and, by the end of 1980, membership was around 10,000, or 
half the total number of Solomon Islanders in paid employment.86 

85  Tuhanuku 1983: 123–26.
86  ibid., 127–28.
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There were other strike-like movements outside the formal trade unions. 
In 1991, the nation’s doctors who were members of the Solomon Islands 
Medical Association began a work-to-rule dispute, refusing afterhours 
work because of longstanding disagreements with the government. 
To  compensate, they opened a medical clinic in Honiara’s Chinatown. 
Better terms and conditions were eventually negotiated during 1993 by 
Sir Dr Nathan Kere, the new Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Services. 

The public service in the 1950s and 1960s
Many expatriate public servants arrived in the 1950s as part of the transfer 
of the WPHC from Suva to Honiara. Even so, the expatriate population 
of around 150 was very small. Those hired in Britain were a little shell-
shocked when they reached isolated Honiara, as were others hired from 
Australia and New Zealand. Living in Honiara in the 1950s was like 
Pacific time travel back to the 1930s. New Zealand journalist Judy Tudor 
joined the staff of the Pacific Islands Monthly in 1942, becoming assistant 
editor in 1947. Her articles from the 1950s are memorable, and she was 
not kind to Honiara or its public servants. Tudor described Honiara as 
‘the end of the line’. She said the best Pacific public servants were in Suva, 
Port Moresby, and Rabaul. Those in Honiara were the leftovers: 

A large number of those who come within the latter category are 
female. Anyone who can pick out words on a typewriter with two 
fingers can get a job in Honiara as a typist and receive anything up 
to £15 per week for the effort. 

Amongst some of these people—but of course, by no means all, 
responsibility is thought to end with the receipt of a pay envelope 
and they are more concerned with acquiring a reputation for 
drinking their whiskey straight than for hard work. 

Although the proportion of tee-total residents is small in any 
Pacific Island, Honiara is the only place where I have seen a civil 
servant the worse for liquor in the middle of the working day; and 
the only place where I have seen female civil servants regularly 
drink to excess in a public bar. Maybe there is not a bigger 
proportion of dipsomaniacs in Honiara than elsewhere—maybe 
it is because they are less fussy about the business that there seems 
to be more. The behaviour of some of these people could not be 
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tolerated elsewhere where deportation is still an effective weapon 
in the hands of the Administration, and probably it will not be 
tolerated much longer in Honiara.87 

Although drinking continued to be a major pastime, the standard of the 
public servants improved. Even though there were still plenty of Quonset 
huts around and lots of Marston matting being used for ingenious 
purposes, by the end of the 1960s, Honiara was no longer a town built 
solely from leftover American war materials. The public service was well 
established and many of its members tried hard to train Solomon Islanders 
to achieve independence from Britain. Nevertheless, localisation was slow, 
and Solomon Islander public servants were outside the union movement. 
Introducing policies to replace expatriate government employees with 
suitably qualified Solomon Islanders was first debated by the Legislative 
Council in February 1963. In that year, 52 Solomon Islanders received 
promotion to higher grades in the public service.

The size of the public service grew with the needs of the expanded BSIP 
government departments. Between 1953 and 1976, the addition of the 
WPHC staff inflated the size of Honiara’s public service.88 By 1971, 
there were 1,725 public servants, 71.6 per cent of whom were Solomon 
Islanders, and most were based in Honiara. The public service decreased 
in size during the first half of the 1970s (as the WPHC wound down) 
with a slight increase in the proportion of Solomon Islanders (74.6 per 
cent of 1,569 positions in 1974). There was still a core of high-level 
public servants who were part of Her Majesty’s Overseas Civil Service: 
310 in 1971, 315 in 1972, 324 in 1973, 279 in 1974, and 273 in 
1975. Localisation was under way through increasing general education 
training in the BSIP via the new institutions and in-service job training, 
supervision and management training within departments, or through 
the regional training development unit.89 Honiara became the base of 
the decolonisation process by preparing the new workers who would 
lead the nation when independence came in 1978. There were some who 
complained that localisation was too slow; Solomon Mamaloni was one 
of them.

87  Tudor 1953b: 75, 77.
88  BSIP NS, 15 February 1963, 31 July 1963. The WPHC was abolished in 1976.
89  BSIP AR 1974: 140–41.
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Another feature of the public service is earlier retirement than is usual 
in the twenty-first century. Sir Lloyd Maepeza Gina noted that because 
the BSIP Government had been active in the western Solomons as early 
as the 1900s, and the missions had introduced literacy soon after, most 
of Honiara’s offices between the 1950s and 1970s were staffed by people 
from Western District. Early on, the retirement age was 45, but anyone 
who began in the public service after 1958 could retire at 50 years of age.

The reason behind this, the British colonial officials said, was to help the 
economy of the rural districts. Therefore, while you were still young and 
strong, you could go back home and plant your coconuts, and so on, and 
still be helpful in the rural communities. Some of those who returned 
home at that time started coconut plantations or ran trading stores. They 
worked very hard. Others, however, did not do very much at all.90 

Since then, the normal public service retirement age has increased to 
55 years.

***

Just as elsewhere in the Pacific, work, workers’ rights, church, education, 
sport, and changing roles for women are all part of Honiara’s invisible 
infrastructure. The ‘soul’ of Honiara is not dependant on town planning 
and rigorous application of regulations. Solomon Islanders are very 
adaptable when it comes to living in mixed-ethnicity communities and 
in urban surroundings. They maintain polite etiquette and respect for 
their extended families and neighbours. Children are everywhere, which 
is to be expected in a society with such a high birth rate. Where once they 
gardened together on public lands, the poor and the rich are now more 
likely only to mingle at church and on the sports field. New arrivals fresh 
from villages are always sheltered physically and emotionally by the urban 
members of their families. Village obligations play out in Honiara and 
there is a sense of equality even while maintaining respect for those who 
have become the elite. The next chapter examines the operation of the 
social hierarchy and national politics.

90  Gina 2003: 48–49.
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