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This special issue, ‘Animals and epidemics in modern East Asia’, guest edited by 
Professor Fa-ti Fan, provides a timely historical overview of humans, disease and 
environment in that region. At a time of heightened vulnerability—of human health 
at this particular time, thanks to the pandemic, and of the Earth’s systems more 
generally, thanks largely to human actions—a collection of this kind helps us to 
critically reflect on some of the concepts we use to consider non-humans and their 
role in human health. As well, it asks us to carefully consider many of the terms and 
attributes we ascribe to particular groups of people, such as Western portrayals of 
Asian peoples, when discussing disease. By highlighting such historically contingent 
matters, this special issue will serve to help us think about more constructive and 
useful ways of considering non-humans, disease and environmental history.

As well as thanking Professor Fan and the contributors for their work on this special 
issue, I thank Associate Professor Brett Bennett for his work as Editor while I’ve 
been on parental leave.

Finally, I welcome correspondence relating to special issues and invite potential 
long-term sponsors of the journal to contact me.

Call for papers
I particularly encourage submissions on topics related to history and energy, the 
atmosphere and water, especially in relation to Africa, South America or Asia. 
Please also contact me if you are interested in guest editing a special issue.
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