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An interview by Sang Ye, translated by Geremie Barme.

Born in Shanghai in 1937, he received a degree in International Trade from a university in

Beijing in 1962. He has been President of the Chinese UFO (Unidentified Flying Object)

Research Organization since 1986 and he will, in accordance with a 1995 decision of the

Preparatory Committee for Human Contact with Extraterrestrials, be number five in a line up

of dignitaries ready to make the first contact. The list is headed by Boutros-Boutros Ghali, the

former Secretary-General of the United Nations, and former US President Jimmy Carter. Apart

from his work as founder of China's National Federation of UFO organizations, he is also a

university professor; an Honorary Member of the Executive Board of the National Association

of Qigong Science, a Superior Assessor of the Institute of Paranormal Studies, a member of the

Executive Board of theAssociationfor the Investigation of the Hong Kong and Macao

Economies, a permanent member of the Executive Council of the International Association of

Cultural and Commercial Development, USA, etcetera. Over the past thirty years he has had

various careers as a diplomat, interpreter, research scholar; and government bureaucrat.

Many people in China have been

fortunate enough to see a UFO, myself
included. I had my encounter in the

darkest age of Chinese history. It was 197o,
and I was at a May Seventh Cadre School in
the countryside.' Only one year earlier I

had been in the firmament myself acting
as Chairman Mao's Spanish interpreter. I
was one of the lucky few who spent some

time in the presence of our own Red Sun.
In 197o, however, I'd very much returned
to terra firma. I was undergoing self-

renewal through labour and thought
reform.

Of course I didn't think that
extraterrestrials would be our salvation. It

never occurred to me; no one would think
that. Anyway, there's no such thing as a

saviour.2 The only person qualified to save

us was Chairman Mao. He'd already
delivered us and now we were working to

save others, to liberate all of humanity. At
the time we were incessantly warned that
we were surrounded by enemies:

American imperialism on the one hand,
Soviet revisionism on the other. We faced
the ever-present threat of a new world war.

The Soviets encroached on our borders, so
they were the more dangerous foe; they
could launch an invasion any moment.

That's why when I saw my UFO the last

thing I thought of was extraterrestrials. I
was convinced it was the Russians.

It was dark and the UFO was as bright as

the moon, though smaller. It was roiling in
the sky, maybe that's how it generated
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power. There are many was to generate

power, after all. For example, you can wind

an automatic watch just by moving your
hand.

I don't know if that's how this particular

UFO worked, but I believe we should be
prepared to entertain such hypotheses.

Our race, the human race, may be
relatively familiar with our own

immediate physical environment, one that

we can access though our own senses and

artificial extensions—various tools and
instruments—but there is no conclusive

proof to suggest that the universe

conforms with our narrow perceptions of
it. After all, it's only with the development

of space technology in the last three
decades that we've been able to investigate

the possibility that other forms of life may

exist. Of course, up until now these efforts

have proved fruitless, but we must be
willing to admit that we are hardly in an

ideal position to explore the universe. Our
efforts to learn the truth are frustrated by

the limitations of modern science, but

perhaps within a few generations

significant advances will be made.

Telescopes extend our range of vision, just
as spacecraft act as new means for physical

movement. Humanity may have taken one

giant step on the moon, but it was only one
step after all. We are still a long way from

understanding the world, let alone the

universe. I attended a UFO conference in
Brisbane not too long ago. I was there for a

few days and saw a number of places, but
on that basis alone I could hardly claim to
know Australia.

Every year we hear of numerous eye-

witness reports of sightings. There's been

an increased frequency both of sightings
and the discovery of physical evidence of
visitations in recent years. Some people

have taken pictures of UFOs, others have
actually been on board them, and people
have even found the remains of space

craft. However, scientists remain sceptical.
All they can tell us about the remains is
that some of the metal shards are special

alloys. Although they maintain they're not
from UFOs, they can't really say for sure.
The point is that many unexplained

phenomena are simply beyond the realm
of general human experience. People's
minds are closed to other possibilities and

when they are confronted with something
that's outside the bounds of the

conventional they feel threatened. Even

more problematic is the fact that a UFO

experience cannot be repeated on
demand. So, although there's some

evidence of contact, we can't readily
demonstrate it. Life is short and

opportunities limited. If you say that the

only way you'll be convinced about the

existence of UFOs is if people can get on

board and obtain concrete evidence then,

given the present situation, we have a

problem. UFOs simply aren't at your beck
and call.

Our organization has numerous contacts
with scientists, and our membership

includes many top-ranking people. Take

Xue Chengwei, for example, the present
head of the Beijing Branch. He's a noted

rocket scientist. And Shen Shituan, our
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honorary chairperson, is the President of

the Chinese Aeronautical University. We

also welcome sceptics who are convinced

that there's no such thing as

extraterrestrial life. Zhou Yousuo, for

instance, champions the view that UFOs

are nothing more than atmospheric

phenomena or balls of plasma. He claims

that he can reproduce these so-called UFO

phenomena in his laboratory on request.

That's to say, even top scientists have blind

spots. We are confined by our contingent

framework of knowledge. Our thinking is

bound by objective conditions; our views
and methodologies are similarly

constrained. I am convinced by facts, not

by the reproduction of plasma effects in a
laboratory. Zhou may well argue that the

UFOs people see are nothing more than

balls of plasma, but that doesn't deter me.
He can say whatever he likes. What I find
convincing is something like the map of

Piri Re'is.3 Once upon a time people

treated that old parchment document as
though it was little more than a joke, a

wildly inaccurate fantasy. But as our
knowledge has advanced it's proved to be
extraordinarily accurate. Although the

Antarctica looks out of place to us today, it
was in the position marked on the map
8,000 years ago. Today we have to rely on

satellites and spaceships to get such
accurate pictures of the earth. I believe
people 8,000 years ago would have had to

as well.

We have a membership of five thousand,
most of whom have had a tertiary
education. Our funding comes from a

range of sources: membership fees,

financial support from local government

technical and scientific associations, and

grants that we've gone out and applied for
ourselves. We've never been given a penny

by the central government.

No, we don't get any help from

extraterrestrials either! Though, to be

more precise, I should say that we have no
evidence that we've received support from

extraterrestrials. Again, because of our

limited perceptions it is impossible to say
categorically whether we've been getting

covert aid or not. Naturally, this brings us

to the question of Men in Black. MIBs are

extraterrestrials who live among us

disguised as human beings. They're not
only observers, since they also take part in
human affairs. They have considerable

power and play an important role in
fostering, as well as actively discouraging

and preventing, certain developments on

earth.

As superior life forms they are a force for
the good. They constantly inspire
humanity and contribute to our collective

wisdom, helping us move on to ever
higher planes of civilization. Statistical
studies done overseas have shown that

some eighty percent of all discoveries
throughout history were made semi-
consciously or by people in a state of

hypnotic suggestion. It's more than likely
that these discoveries were actually
inspired by aliens transmitting

information through extrasensory
perception. It's also possible that they've
employed other media to relay messages.
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For example, some scientists admit they've
received documents containing data that's

far more advanced than contemporary
scientific research. It's more advanced, but

not so far ahead of our own science that it's

beyond our comprehension. They've

never been able to discover the genius
behind any of it.

As to the question of how aliens have
hindered certain developments on earth,

we are convinced that MIBs have

prevented us from pursuing in-depth
research into certain mysterious

phenomena. In some cases, they actively

discourage people from their
investigations. That's why, on one level,

UFOs remain just that, Unidentified Flying
Objects. The mystery may itself be the

result of the direct intervention of MIBs.

Manipulating politicians and scientific

authorities to launch attacks on so-called
pseudo-science is one of their most

common tactics.

During his presidential campaign Jimmy
Carter announced his commitment to

make public all government information

related to UFOs. When he got into office

he reneged on that pledge. I believe that
could have been the single most important

political decision in the history of the
human race. Because by revealing those
secrets he could have sparked widespread

social chaos, as well as creating a major
threat to established religions and belief

systems. But that was only one reason for

his decision. There may well have been

another: the aliens themselves decided
they didn't want to reveal themselves.

Perhaps everything that has happened is

part of an elaborate extraterrestrial ruse.

The time isn't ripe for aliens to establish
open and sociable dealings with humanity.

Although we've been in contact now for at
least ten thousand years, the gap between
our civilizations is still far too great. If

relations were established today that led to
people-to-alien exchanges and visits I fear
it would be counterproductive for both

sides. Evolution is like a relay race. We

want to take the baton from those running
ahead of us, but we're simply too slow We

need a training partner to help get us up to
speed. Only when we're fast enough will
the baton be handed over.

As for the origins of our species, people in

China generally accept the Darwinian-

Marxist theory that we have evolved from
apes through manual work. But if you look

at it from another angle, you could just as
well argue that the human race is part of
an alien experiment. After all, modern

science has proved that it must have taken
longer than the known lifespan of the

earth—calculated to be forty-six billion

years—for humans to have evolved from

the simplest organism. Thus, it is quite
likely that aliens developed our human

stock elsewhere and transferred it to the
earth where we have gradually arrived to

the stage at which we find ourselves today.

But I don't believe that aliens observe us in
the same way, say, that we watch ants

fighting with each other. Certainly, the
earth has been supervised and controlled

by extraterrestrials throughout human
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history, but that knowledge doesn't change

my view of life itself. It hasn't made me

particularly fatalistic or pessimistic.

Of course, I think Jesus Christ could have

been an extraterrestrial. After all, he used
telekinesis to cure illness and prevent

disasters. He even modified the spiritual

make-up of human kind. There are many

accounts of his powers. As for the gods,

spirits, and the bodhisattvas of the Far

East, there is nothing mysterious about

them at all. They are all agents of alien

intelligence.

Chairman Mao? Chairman Mao was

Chairman Mao, plain and simple.

As for various other new age phenomena
like astrology, fortune telling, the belief in

advanced civilizations that existed before
recorded history, and so on, it goes without

saying that I'm interested in them all.
However, I'm particularly fascinated by

extrasensory perception and gluon y.4.4 UFO

research is a vast field that inevitably leads
to an investigation of all of these things.
But, take my word for it, I'm not gullible; I

don't believe everything. The deceptions
of fake qigong masters and the like have a
negative influence on our work, though

they're not all that damaging. After all, our
organization pursues aims that are closely
related to the aims of modern science.

Ours is a serious enterprise that has
nothing to do with the gamut of
superstitious qiyong beliefs, and all that

talk about adepts who have trained
secretly in the mountains for five hundred
years, and such like.

False UFO sightings are reported for any

number of reasons. Some are honest

errors of judgement by people who have

mistaken natural phenomena for UFOs.

But there are also hoaxes concocted by

individuals who have nothing better to do

with their lives than make up wild stories

for their own amusement. The

perpetrators are usually crooks who are
trying to work some swindle. They act in a

secretive and covert fashion but despite

their best efforts to fabricate fake aliens,
alien medicines, alien representatives,

intergalactic linguistics, and so on, their

scams are easily exposed.

Just because you come across a few cheats

is no reason to give up your own beliefs.

There've been cases of itinerant workers
in China pretending to be the children of

high-level cadres. But they've only been
able to get away with the deception
because there really are high-level cadres.

In general, the state maintains a hands-off

attitude towards the issue of UFOs. This
allows us to pursue our activities in an
environment that's so relaxed that even

our overseas colleagues are quite taken
aback. Despite this, however, our
legitimacy is still questioned: conventional

science does not recognized the validity of
our inquiry

`You're just like a small group of religious
fanatics. How can you be sure your beliefs
aren't just another heresy?'

That's the kind of question I was asked by

people after members of the Heaven's Gate
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cult in America committed suicide in the

belief they'd be united with an alien

mothership hidden in the tail of the Hale-
Bopp Comet.5 I said it was an excellent
question, but that, no, we can't find anyone

qualified to act as a guarantor of our
beliefs. However, the cult members who

committed suicide do not represent us or

our beliefs. Indeed there may have been a
quirky extraterrestrial among them with
strong non-scientific fixations. Their

leader may have been such a being and
that explains how he attracted all those
aberrant followers.

I told that reporter just to forget all about
it. But enough of that, let's get back to what

we were talking about.

I don't want to get involved in discussing

the policies of the past. For the moment at
least the government is concentrating its

efforts on building up China's market

economy. People fortunate enough to be
living in this transitional age are easily

overwhelmed by materialism; they lose
sight of the important things in life. That's

why I believe that our mission to explore a

phenomenon that many people believe
doesn't even exist, that's to say alien

civilization, is of value in and of itself. We

can claim that we have already achieved

something: we provide food for thought
for a society that craves intellectual

sustenance.

I'm in a minority even at home. My sons

don't believe in aliens, and their mother is
even more sceptical. They're extremely

critical of my views. That makes it three

against one, and one of them is a high-level
cadre: my wife is a bureau chief. If we were

all in an American-style jury they'd have to
work very hard to get me to agree with
their verdict. In China, however, no one

stands up for minority opinions; the
minority has to defer to the will of the
majority.

The thing is that there's no jury fit to
adjudicate on these issues. If you don't

agree it's just tough luck; there's no place
for you to make your case. As for being
allowed to arbitrate yourself, you couldn't

imagine it even in your wildest dreams.
The truth will never be put on the stand.

People who take it upon themselves to

judge others will be struck down as God
laughs.

Human knowledge can no longer be
simplistically categorized into opposing

schools of materialism and idealism.' We
have to contemplate the problems facing
humanity from a more nuanced

perspective. If you insist on labelling my
approach in terms of some -ism or other, I

suppose you could say that mine is a

superior form of materialism. But even

that's an artificial category. All attempts to
draw a distinction between science and

pseudo-science are dangerously

subjective. If you are confronted by
something that can't be found in any of

your weighty tomes then you shouldn't

presume that you're in a position to judge
its validity impartially.

History has proved that most of the

predictions that Nostradamus made three
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centuries ago were accurate, including the

timing of the explosion of the first Chinese

hydrogen bomb. The year 1999 is upon us.

Whether the Armageddon he foresaw will

come to pass is a pressing issue. But to

obsess about such things only serves to

undermine our commitment to life in the

here and now Our very existence on this

planet is precarious and perhaps one day

humanity will be confronted with a

holocaust of its own making. That's when I

believe aliens will come to our aid. And

when they do appear on earth, our small

group—The Preparatory Committee for

Human Contact with Extraterrestrials—

will be ready to carry out the task for

which it was set up.

Of course, I'm a member of the Chinese
Communist Party.

SANG YE

Visiting Beijing in June 1999 to secure the
inflatable Hua Biao for the Brisbane

Triennial, Sang Ye chanced again upon the
President of the Chinese UFO Research
Organization who gave him an update of

his activities. The Chinese Communist
Party was attempting to deal with the
followers of the nationwide religious cult,

the Buddhist Falungong, which boasted
sixty million adherents on the mainland
and had recently staged a surprise protest

outside party headquarters. Meanwhile,
there was more stirring news from the
front for UFO activists. The president told

Sang Ye that a higher form of intelligence
previously covertly active in northeast
China was preparing to move on Beijing.

This being had already revealed that many

politicians and social leaders were actually

aliens. Despite this confirmation that

perhaps even Chairman Mao had been an

ET in disguise, the visitors to earth were

experiencing financial difficulties.

Increased economic pressures meant that

finding new sources of funding had

become a key issue for further UFO

research; more importantly, the aliens
active in human guise-the MIBs-needed

more money themselves to deal with

inflationary pressures that they were
experiencing both in reformist China and

elsewhere. Despite these problems the

most startling news was that researchers

in China had uncovered the secret of
propulsion used by alien space craft, as

well as having discovered an alien-sourced

cure for cancer, among other diseases. 'As
a by-product of our investigations into

UFO phenomena,' the president remarked
to Sang, 'these discoveries will have a
profound impact not only on the

economic well-being of China, but they
will also have long-term payoffs for our
nation in terms of energy resources,

transportation, and medicine. This will put
China at the forefront of the advanced
nations early in the next millenium.' In

parting he reminded Sang Ye that their
activities were sanctioned by no less an
authority than Vladimir Ilyich Lenin

himself, for did not that great Russian
revolutionary say: 'Contact with
extraterrestrials will force mankind to

radically revise all of its pre-existing
philosophical and moral tenets'?

POSTSCRIPT BY GEREMIE R. BARME
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Sang Ye and Geremie R. Barme have

created an installationfor the Asia-Pacc

Triennial at the Queensland Art Gallery in

Brisbane entitled 7-Tua Biao: A Chinese

Pillar'. An outlandish decorated pillar this

inflatable red column is like some

intercontinental projectile crash-landed, or

ready on its launch pad, and situated at the

northern artistic Woomera of the APT The

UFO-logist talking to Sang Ye here has also

visited Brisbane.

This is a chapter from Sang Ye's latest oral

history project, Chairman Mao's Ark: the

People on the People's Republic, edited by

Geremie R. Barme and to be published by

the University of California Press in the

year 2000.

NOTES

'Cadre schools were set up in agricultural

communes and state farms during the

Cultural Revolution for the ostensible re-

education of government-employed white

collar workers. Mao Zedong's directive on

the need for cadres to engage in manual

labour was made on 7 May1966, hence the

name

2 A line from the Communist anthem 'The

Internationale'.

3 The maps by Piri Re'is (Piri Ibn Haji Memmed)

were discovered in Constantinople (now

Istanbul) in 1929 and date from AD 1513.

4 Traditional Chinese yogic practices involving

breath control, exercise, and meditation.

5 The Heaven's Gate cult, also known as Total

Overcomers Anonymous Monastery was led

by Marshall Herff Applewhite. In March 1997,

Applewhite and his followers committed

mass suicide at Rancho Santa Fe, San Diego

County California.

6 The basic epistemological categories of

Marxist-Leninist ideology
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