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Part IV. Society and Culture

86: Swami Avinasananda to AD Patel, 15 
October 1937
My Dear Ambalal

I am surprised very much to learn that you have not yet secured the Director’s 
[of Education] approval about Ramakrishnan’s appointment. A graduate, a 
degree-holder in the training (LT: Licensed Teacher) is to be employed. I do not 
understand what credentials more he requires. It is very annoying, especially 
this petty fogging pin-pricking affair. I would request you to seek an interview 
with the Governor and ask squarely whether he means to stand by the public and 
solemn pledges and promises made by his predecessor [Sir Arthur Richards], or 
is he going to allow the narrow-minded, spiteful officials to obstruct and nullify 
the concessions made to us. Ramakrishnan is formally sending something written 
by the Director, Madras. I think it is very essential that you should at once see 
the Suva fellows and get approval for both Ramakrishnan and Ganeshwar Rao 
whose papers will also be sent to you soon. Ramakrishnan’s salary grant must 
be 144 pounds per annum, that is first grade, and Ganeshwar Rao’s III Grade 75 
pounds or 78 pounds per year. Please get this in writing and then cable to me. 
Ramakrishnan will have to wait for your definite reply before he resigns his post. 

The eye is still the same and myself confined to bed. I cannot convey to you how 
much this teacher problem is worrying me.

With my best love

Yours affectionately

(sgd) Avinasananda

87: Letter to Swami Avinasananda, 
30 September 1939
My dear Swamiji,

This will be a surprise—almost a shock—to hear from me after a long spell of 
silence.1 I crave for your forgiveness for not writing before, but my mind was in 

1 Swami Avinasananda died on 16 December 1958 at Vizagapatnam where he was head of the Ramakrishna Mission. 
AD Patel wrote: ‘People of Fiji had never seen a Swami, especially of the Ramakrishna Mission, before. Indians had an 
impression that a Sadhu cannot be learned in English language, and why on earth should a University Professor, and 
a Principal of a University College at that, take a mendicant’s life. To the rank and file, Swamiji was a living wonder, 
and wherever he went in Fiji, he simply stormed peoples’ hearts and conquered them.’
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a turmoil and I thought that I should not pass my troubles and worries on to my 
friends consciously or sub-consciously.2 Thank God that I am gradually getting 
over it all, and am again able to see things in their proper proportions. 

I am grieved to hear that your sight has not improved. It will be tremendous 
handicap in the cause of service to which you have devoted your whole life. I 
know you are brave, an eternal fighter, and even that handicap will not deter 
you from your life’s mission.

I hear that our countrymen are treated in an ungrateful manner in Ceylon. I 
hear about Pt. Jawaharlal’s visit to Ceylon and I sincerely hope that his visit has 
borne some fruit.

Though I have not written to you for a long time, I have often thought of you, 
wondering and worrying how you were and what you were doing. We here have 
been steadily plodding on. We were in correspondence with the Governor to obtain 
an interview for the purpose of making representations to him on various subjects 
as suggested by you. Unfortunately the war has intervened and the Governor’s time 
appears to be fully taken up by matters relating to the defense of the Colony. In the 
circumstances, I suppose we will have to wait until better times come.

As you might have heard by now, we have got a five year’s tenancy of the grazing 
land. We shall soon arrange for the cows and launch our scheme of the proposed 
model dairy.

Since Mr. Ram Krishnan took charge of the school, things have changed 
tremendously. It just shows what an enthusiastic and capable man can do when 
he is placed in a school like ours. I wish we had many more like him and we can 
easily make our institution … to move in the Colony.

The Sangam had advised the people to bring as much land as possible [under 
cultivation and plant] food crops and we also propose to see the Company and 
ask them to allow [them] to plant foodstuffs on certain portion of their holdings. 
How far we shall be able to persuade the Company is as usual a matter of doubt. 
Still there is no harm in trying and even that commercial organization may have 
conscience enough to realize the exigencies of the times.

Do favour me with a letter and let me know how you are.

With my love

Yours affectionately

Ambalal

2 Among his turmoil would have been the impending end of his marriage to Patricia Seymore who had left 
for New Zealand. Then there was his electoral defeat in 1937 to law clerk Chatur Singh and the unending 
parochial politics of the Indo-Fijian community.
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88: Sangam Registration, 3 November 1937

May it please Your Excellency

I have the honour to apply on behalf of the Then India Sanmarga Ikya Sangam 
for your Excellency’s licence directing that the said Then India Sanmarga Ikya 
Sangam be registered as a Company with a limited liability without the addition 
of the word ‘Limited’ to its name under the provisions of sec 22 of the Companies 
Ordinance 1913.3

The said society is in existence for 12 years and is carrying on educational and 
other useful work amongst the Indians in this Colony. It owns and conducts 21 
schools in the districts of Nadroga, Nadi, Lautoka, Ba, Tavua, Ra, and Rewa.

In a general meeting of the said society held on the 31st of October 1937 at Nadi, 
it was unanimously resolved that the said society be registered under sec 22 
of the Companies Ordinance 1913 without the word ‘Limited’ being added to 
its name. A copy of the Memorandum and Articles of Association is attached 
hereto.

For effectively carrying out the objects of the said society, it is absolutely 
necessary that it be totally exempted from the provisions of section 21 of the 
said Ordinance. I have therefore the honour to make further application that 
Your Excellency be pleased to grant a licence empowering the said society to 
hold unrestricted quantity of lands.

In view that this is purely a charitable society serving the needs of the people 
of this Colony, I hope that Your Excellency will see your way to exempt it from 
payment of the registration  and other fees and confer such further privileges 
as may be within Your Excellency’s powers to bestow under the said Ordinance.

I have the honour to be,

Your Excellency’s humble servant.

AD Patel

Counsel for the Then India Sanmarga Ikya Sangam.

3 AD Patel was the General Manager for Sangam schools from 1937-1953, when Swami Rudrananda took 
over, and its Legal Advisor from 1937-1964. YP Reddy, longtime President of Sangam wrote on 3 October 
1969: ‘Mr Patel zealously safeguarded the tents of our religion and painstakingly devoted himself for the 
upliftment of our community. He will be quoted and re-quoted by generations to come.’
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Among the objectives of Sangam at the time of registration were to:  

•	 Impart and promote the study of science, art and industry; 

•	 Establish, maintain, assist and carry on schools, colleges, libraries, orphanages, 
workshops, laboratories, dispensaries, hospitals, nursing homes, houses for 
the infirm, the invalid and the afflicted, boarding houses, hostels, and other 
educational and charitable works and institutions of a like nature;

•	 Train teachers in all branches of knowledge above mentioned, and enable 
them to reach the masses;

•	 Print, publish, and sell or distribute gratuitously or otherwise, books, 
pamphlets, journals, periodicals, that the Association may think desirable 
for its objects; and

•	 Impart and promote the study of Hinduism and its scriptures and the 
teachings of Ramakrishna Paramhans, and to promote the study of 
comparative theology in its widest form and assist and bring about the 
harmony of all religions.

89: Letter to Governor Sir Harry Luke, nd.

May it please Your Excellency

The following are some of the urgent needs of the Sangam to carry on and 
advance their activities. They are, in our humble opinion, capable of fulfillment, 
if sufficient understanding and sympathy is forthcoming from the Government.

Natabua Teachers Training School and other training centres in the Colony have 
been in existence since the passing of the 1928 Education Ordinance for the 
training of Hindi Teachers. Since the amendment of the Ordinance the medium 
of instruction can be the mother tongue of the majority of the children attending 
the School. While for Hindi schools there is not much difficulty to obtain trained 
teachers, the Tamil and Telugu schools have to depend mostly on the untrained 
recognized teachers on account of the lack of centres for the training of Tamil 
and Telugu teachers. His Excellency Sir Arthur Fredrick Richards promised to 
fulfill that want by opening a Tamil and Telugu Teachers Training Centre in co-
operation with the Sangam in Nadi. So far nothing has been done to implement 
that promise. We realise that the establishment of such a centre might take time. 
There are, however, certain avenues open during the transitional stage. Hindi can 
be made an optional subject with Tamil and Telugu and other Indian languages 
at the entrance examination. Provision can also be made at the Natabua Training 
School for the teaching of Tamil and Telugu at a moderate cost. Until such 
provisions are made the recognized teachers of Indian languages other than Hindi 
should be given a Government grant [of] say 2 pounds a month.
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More liberal financial assistance should be given for the importation of trained 
Tamil and Telugu teachers from India, and the teachers selected under such 
scheme should be definitely graded before they leave India as they are reluctant 
to come to Fiji without their being certain of the grade they would be placed in 
by the Education Department of Fiji.

As to the selection of the teachers the requirement by the Fiji Education 
Department of the report from the Director of Public Instruction in India as 
to the abilities of such a teacher is most unreasonable. The Director of Public 
Instruction of a big Presidency like Madras can hardly be expected to come 
into contact with teachers of elementary schools. There are thousands of such 
schools under him and they are entirely left under the control and supervision 
of Educational Inspectors and their Deputies. In such circumstances, the report 
by the Deputy Inspector should be considered sufficient by the local Education 
Department. So far only one out of the two teachers sanctioned by the 
Government has been imported. The Sangam is urgently in need of importing a 
Telugu teacher. The Sangam has selected one Mr. Ganeswar Rao. In his selection 
the Sangam has an extra advantage of having Mrs Rao’s services who is also a 
trained teacher. 

Besides teaching qualifications the Sangam have got to consider the adaptability 
of the teacher to the circumstances of the Colony and his fitness to work in 
different surroundings. Taking all that into consideration, Mr. Rao is the 
most satisfactory candidate we have got so far and his appointment should be 
approved by the Government.

The Sangam is running five big schools and four small schools in this Colony. 
They give education to one fifth of the total number of Indian children attending 
school. Yet the Government has not so far appointed their representative on 
the Board of Education, though organizations with less number of schools and 
pupils are represented. A representative of the Sangam should be appointed to 
the Board immediately. The Sangam should also be given a special grant on the 
same lines as given to various mission schools in this Colony.

Though the Education Ordinance has been amended, the rules thereunder have 
not been revised and brought up to date to conform with the amended Ordinance. 
The rule pertaining to the establishment of new schools, for instance, is not 
revised. It is unreasonably interpreted to the detriment of schools whose medium 
would be other than Hindi. The settlers of Ravi Ravi, which is predominantly 
a South Indian settlement, have been eager to establish a Telugu school in the 
settlement. There are 75 or more children of school-going age in that settlement 
who are not attending any school. The nearest school is the Government school 
at Karavi which is a Hindi school. The building is small. It is overcrowded and 
cannot take any more pupils. On account of the old rule, the Department insists 
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that the proposed Telugu school should not be established within 3 miles of the 
Karavi school. This requirement pushes the site of the proposed Telugu school 
to the extreme edge of the settlement. The settlers rightly insist that it should 
be in the heart of the settlement. There is a suitable site available but on account 
of the obstinate interpretation of the 3 mile radius rule, the children of the 
settlement have been deprived of education which would otherwise have been 
theirs two years ago. We humbly request that the desire of the settlers should be 
acceded to so that an early start can be made. The parents are willing to make 
financial sacrifices and it seems pitiable that a mere technicality should deprive 
all these children of their education.

We have taken this liberty to place before you some of our immediate 
requirements. If Your Excellency may be pleased to find some time to discuss 
various aspects of the above requirements and our activities in general, the 
Sangam will be grateful to wait on you in a deputation in Suva where they 
can be dealt with in details. We hope and trust that Your Excellency will take 
immediate steps to meet these requirements and thereby earn the gratitude of 
our community and the blessings of our children.

90: Sangam's Petition to the Governor, 12 
December 1947
May it please Your Excellency,

On 23rd November 1937, His Excellency the Governor, Sir Arthur Richards, 
stated in his address to the Legislative Council that, ‘For many years the Sangam 
has shown a keen interest in education and it has established its schools at 
considerable financial sacrifice in different parts of the Colony. The Sangam 
has frequently approached Government in the past with a request for facilities 
for teaching of Southern Indian children in their mother tongues but, owing 
to the difficulty of finding suitable teachers for other Indian languages, the 
Government has been obliged to declare Hindi the medium of instruction in 
Indian vernacular schools’. And at the same time, he made a public promise 
that, ‘It is now intended that, in selected areas where Indian communities whose 
mother tongue is a language other than Hindi are prepared to establish schools 
in which their children can be taught for the early stages of their education 
in the mother tongue, Government will encourage and assist them in their 
endeavours. In this connection the Government is now considering proposals 
for the establishment of a cultural centre for Southern Indians at Nadi, where 
it is expected that teachers competent to teach Southern Indian languages may 
be trained for the future. Both the Director of Education and I are in sympathy 
with these aspirations and I have undertaken to give practical effect to this 
sympathy at an early date’.
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His Excellency the Governor further added that, ‘Swami Avinasananda of the 
Ramakrishna Mission is at present in the Colony studying social conditions. 
He has made proposals for the social betterment of Indians which include 
education. As a Southern Indian, Swami Avinasananda has pleaded for facilities 
for the better teaching of the languages of that region. Honourable Members 
will remember that the matter of teaching Indian languages was referred to 
in Mr. Mayhew’s Report and a promise was given that more latitude would 
be permitted in selecting the Indian language that would be taught in any 
particular school. Government views with sympathy the Swami’s plans to make 
Nadi a centre for South Indian Culture and will assist and encourage the Sangam 
to give effect to it.’

In the same address, the Governor also said, ‘In the debate on Mr. Mayhew's 
Report attention was called to the recommendation that in certain cases another 
Indian language should be substituted for Hindustani and it was pointed out 
that an amendment of the Education Ordinance 1929 would be required to 
permit this. The necessary amending Bill has accordingly been prepared and 
Council will be asked to pass it. The benefit will be felt mainly in schools for 
South Indians who naturally wish their children to learn a language which will 
enable them to keep in touch with their relations in India and to read the works 
of their great authors of whom they are justly proud.’

Again on the 22nd April 1938, the Governor, in his address to the Council said, 
‘I recognize that, in conformity with the policy which I enunciated last year 
towards the Sangam and Southern Indians, it will be necessary, initially, to 
import certain teachers from India, within the terms of the policy. The Director 
of Education has been instructed to give special attention to this matter, and 
societies wishing to import teachers should make their applications to him.’ 
In accordance with the promise of help given to the Sangam by Sir Arthur 
Richards the Sangam was enabled subsequently to import two teachers special 
from India.

In order to implement the above promise, the Education Ordinance of Fiji 
was amended in the year 1937, and was made to read that, ‘Vernacular shall 
mean the language commonly spoken by the pupil in every-day life’ in place 
of ‘Vernacular shall mean the language commonly spoken by the pupil in 
everyday-life provided that for Indian pupils the vernacular shall be deemed to 
be the Hindustani language’. While moving this above amendment, the Director 
of Education declared, ‘The definition of vernacular in the Education Ordinance 
of 1929 made Hindustani compulsory in all Indian Schools. The object of this 
Bill is to permit the substitution of another Indian language. The reason for the 
amendment is the natural desire of certain sections of the community that their 
children should be taught in their mother tongue’. While seconding the above 
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motion, the Secretary for Indian Affairs said, ‘I would like to assure the Council 
that the taking of this step will give a great deal of satisfaction to a very large 
section of the Indian community of Fiji’.

In order to enable Indian children of non-Hindi speaking parents to receive 
primary education through the media of their mother tongues the Education 
Ordinance was thus amended and provision was made that the medium of 
instruction in an Indian school will be the mother tongue of the majority of 
pupils attending the schools. This was done to meet the requirements of the 
Then India Sanmarga Ikya Sangam to preserve and promote South Indian culture 
in Fiji amongst the people who come from South India and their descendants.

Unfortunately for the Sangam Sir Arthur Richards was transferred from the 
Colony before his Government could fulfill the promise he made. In-spite of 
repeated requests, the promise made by the distinguished Governor on behalf 
of the Government of this Colony has remained unfulfilled on the part of the 
Government and on that account we have been facing lots of obstacles in 
our work, and, in-spite of the enthusiasm and sacrifice of the South Indian 
community, we have not been able to make as much progress as such enthusiasm 
and support of the people warrant. In-spite of the Ordinance being amended 
the policy and activities of the Education Department have remained contrary 
to the letter and spirit of the amendment. No provision has been made for 
examination in Tamil, Telegu or Malayalam either in the School Leaving or 
Qualifying Examination, and our children are placed in an invidious position of 
having to learn Hindustani even in a Tamil, Telegu or Malayalam school for the 
purpose of these examinations. All the education received by a pupil through 
his mother tongue is rendered useless as far as such examinations are concerned. 
He is placed under a severe handicap in these examinations and in his further 
education in the Secondary School and Teachers Training College.

In spite of this apathy on the part of the Department of Education towards the 
South Indian Languages and the obstructionist policy pursued by it against 
preparing teachers in South Indian languages, the Government has depended on 
the Sangam for the supply of clerks and interpreters in South Indian languages 
required in the Civil Service. The Sangam therefore deserves the thanks of the 
Government for preparing local young men for these posts which they would 
otherwise have to fill from India. The Sangam is thus rendering a great service 
not only to the South Indian Community but also to the Government. We would 
like to point out that Tamil and Telegu are the languages recognized for literacy 
qualification for an Indian voter for Legislative Council elections. Though the 
Government needs Civil Servants well equipped with the knowledge of South 
Indian languages, and though it has acknowledged the necessity of education 
in South Indian languages such as, Tamil and Telegu to enable South Indian 
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section of the community to earn and exercise its civil rights, it has not done 
anything effective to impart education to the South Indian children through the 
medium of any of the South Indian languages.

The Government has so far not made any provision for the teaching of the South 
Indian languages in the Teachers Training College, neither has it given practical 
effect to the promise made by Sir Arthur Richards to help the Sangam in training 
teachers in these languages. The Department of Education not only rendered no 
help to fulfill the promise made by Sir Arthur Richards but positively hinders 
our activities and defeats the very spirit of the promise and the consequent 
amendment of the Ordinance.

Even when there are a sufficient number of South Indian children of school 
going age in any particular locality, and the settlers through the Sangam try to 
establish a Tamil or Telugu school, the Education Department refuses permission 
to start such a school and brings pressure upon South Indian settlers to send 
their children to a Hindi school. We respectfully wish to point out that such 
a tyrannical imposition on our cultural life is contrary to British Policy as has 
been known to the world hitherto. England has never tried to interfere with 
the cultural and religious rights of other races living in the Empire and we 
urge Your Excellency to restrain the Director of Education from continuing with 
such an anti-British and anti-democratic policy. We are entitled as a minority to 
receive protection for our culture. British statesmen have assured us from time 
to time that no minority will have any reason to fear extinction of its culture 
in the Empire and legitimate rights of the minorities will always be respected 
and safeguarded. Even though Sangam manages nineteen temples in the Colony, 
and is affiliated to Sri Ramakrishna Mission of India, whose ideals are based 
on recognition of harmony between all religions of mankind and inculcating 
the spirit of broad mindedness, tolerance and respect towards all religions, the 
Education Department of Fiji arbitrarily refused to recognize the Sangam as a 
Mission, because in the words of Director of Education, ‘The clause intended to 
refer to the staffs of Missions which are essentially religious bodies sent forth to 
convert people of other beliefs to their faith’. It is well known that the Sanatan 
Dharam Sabha, the Arya Samaj, the Sangam and the Muslim League are the 
chief religious bodies of Fiji established by various sections of Indians not in 
order to aggressively encroach upon other faiths and convert people from those 
faiths to their own but to save people of their own faiths being weaned away 
and proselytized by other faiths. These defensive Missions are therefore entitled 
to be recognized by the Education Department in the same way as Christian 
Missions and are entitled to similar consideration in respect of reservation of 
teachers.

We request Your Excellency to help the Sangam and thereby the South Indian 
section of the community by—
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a). fulfilling the promises made by Sir Arthur Richards;

b). introducing Tamil, Telegu and Malayalam along with Hindi as optional 
languages in their School Leaving and Qualifying examinations;

c). providing for the teaching of Tamil, Telegu and Malayalam as second 
language in the Teachers Training College and Secondary Schools;

d). encouraging and assisting the Sangam in the establishment of new Tamil, 
Telegu and Malayalam schools wherever the number of the pupils available 
justify a school irrespective of whether there is a Hindi School in the vicinity 
or not;

e). the Department of Education taking a sympathetic attitude and rendering 
assistance to the Sangam which we regret to say it has so far neglected to do; 
and

f). furnishing scholarships and bursaries for Tamil, Telegu and Malayalam 
teachers to enable them to go overseas for higher studies.

91: To Drink or Not to Drink,4 25 November 1947

It has become a fashion in this Colony to invoke the Deed of Cession now and 
then and when that instrument is being invoked the contents of that instrument 
are totally overlooked. Let me remind the Council again that the Deed of Cession 
is nothing more nor less than an instrument of unconditional surrender of the 
lands and sovereignty of these islands to the British Crown in the hope that 
Christianity will be promoted, trade and industry will be developed and good 
government established in the Colony. This is the sum and substance of the 
Deed. It is quite clear that for over a thousand years in Europe, liquor and 
Christianity have lived side by side, and when Christianity came to Fiji it did not 
leave liquor: Bible and liquor both came into this Colony at the same time; and 
if it was considered not in the best interests of the people living in this Colony 
one would have certainly expected that liquor would have been left behind 
and the Bible would have been the only article brought to this Colony. Has that 
been done? People who are objecting to our right—whether we wish to drink 
or not—themselves claim the right to decide for themselves. They consider that 
they are responsible enough to use this freedom wisely. Without giving any 
reasons they allege that we are not fit to exercise our freedom or judge wisely. It 
is a ‘call a dog a dog and hang him’ sort of policy.

4 Patel’s stand against prohibition proved costly to him. Patel’s statement that even Hindu gods partook of 
alcohol was twisted in the quintessential Fiji Indian way to spread the word among the Indian electorate that 
Patel had claimed that Hindu gods were drunkards! It did not help Patel that Vishnu Deo, the staunch Arya 
Samaji leader, supported prohibition.
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I have heard the argument that if the restriction is removed on the right of 
using liquor by the Indian community, there will be bootlegging, and they 
will sell liquor to the Fijians and spoil the Fijians. No facts or reasons have 
been advanced in substantiation of such a serious allegation. It takes all sorts 
to make this world and it takes all sorts to make a particular community. You 
will find the most honourable and venerable men and the most despicable 
ones in the same community, and it is neither right nor fair to pass sweeping 
judgments condemning any particular community. How would Members feel if 
I was to make such a sweeping generalization about their communities because 
certain people may have been caught bootlegging in this Colony, convicted 
and punished? Would that justify me in condemning the whole community to 
which such people belong? I would expect my colleagues to appreciate that and 
to refrain from making such sweeping allegations against other communities in 
future.

It has been suggested that Europeans should be free to use liquor because they 
are used to it; as the European Member for the North-Western Division put it, 
they are used to it by custom and usage. May I remind him that if custom and 
usage are going to be the test, our right to liquor goes further in the past than 
the claim of the European community wherever they are. Liquor is not a new 
thing for India or Indians. For the last 5,000 years, India has been using liquor. 
As happens in every country in the world, you may find arguments in favour 
of liquor and you may find arguments in favour of prohibition. But in spite of 
religious injunctions, in spite of all exhortations by moralists and advocates 
of prohibition, liquor has gone on and lived all these thousands of years in 
India just as in any other part of the world. If it was a new drink to us, the 
present Indian Government would not have had to resort to an experiment in a 
cautious manner, picking out districts here and there, in the hope of eventually 
succeeding in wiping out liquor from the country. That just shows how deeply 
rooted the use of liquor is in India just the same as in any other country in the 
world. 

It is therefore not right to say that it is only the Europeans who are used to 
drinking liquor or that it is the European national drink. It is true that the 
Europeans came to this Colony with liquor but it is equally true that the Indians 
came to this Colony with the habit of drinking liquor, a majority of them, during 
the days of the indenture and since. If we analyse various groups and sections 
of the Indian community here, my point will be clear. Amongst the business 
sections of the community, there will be 80 per cent of the people who drink 
liquor and who are used to drinking liquor for ages. It is not a new thing with 
them either here or at home. If you take the Sikhs, the Punjabi section of the 
Indian community in the Colony, you will find invariably that almost all of them 
drink, restriction or no restriction. If you take the South Indian community in 
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Fiji you will find invariably more than 90 per cent drinking. Those who cannot 
obtain drink will resort to the methylated spirit cocktail; and the fourth section 
of the community, those people who have come from North India (the United 
Provinces), the majority of the people in that section drink. So it is not right to 
say that ours is such an abstemious community as it looks.

Unfortunately, as happens in any country where prohibition is enforced, 
prohibition breeds hypocrisy. People who drink have got to appear before 
others who do not believe in drinking, so that no suspicion may arise against 
them. Instances have been quoted here in which certain people at certain times 
have advocated prohibition for the Indian community. Mr. Vishnu Deo referred 
to religious groups, requesting the Government to continue the restriction of 
prohibition against drink as far as the Indian community was concerned. The 
petition was signed by Mr. Grant, Mr. Phuman Singh, Mr. JP Maharaj, and Mr. 
Kifayat Hussein. Now I know for a fact that Mr. Grant and Mr. Phuman Singh 
never have had any serious objections against drinking liquor, and I also know 
that the fourth signatory to that petition, Mr. Kifayat Hussein, who is dead and 
who happened to be my clerk, was not a particularly abstemious person either; 
but as the office bearers of that particular religious group they had to associate 
themselves with such a petition, in the same way as my Lords Spiritual of the 
Christian Churches of Fiji have had to endorse, whether they themselves are 
strict teetotallers or not, the request that the Indian community should not be 
allowed to drink.

Times have changed, circumstances have changed, and I am glad to find that 
even that staunch opponent has now seen the light of day and he also advocates 
that the restriction should be removed. Of course, we have now the last bastion 
left and that is in the person of Mr. Vishnu Deo, and that cannot fall. I know, 
because he sincerely and conscientiously believes that it is a sin to drink and 
he dare not say that liquor should be made free for everybody in this world; 
but within those limits, he certainly made one point and that was that racial 
discrimination even in the case of this Bill is not desirable. He is not in favour 
of the perpetuation of it, and as he cannot advocate the removal of restriction 
on drink because of his religious beliefs, the only way left open to him is to 
advocate that there should be total prohibition all round so that he can kill two 
birds with one stone, that is, he can secure elimination of racial discrimination 
which is now existing in the liquor laws of the Colony, and at the same time 
preserve his principle and his right to a better place in the next world.

The question remains, is prohibition in the best interests of the Indian 
community or not? And on that I have this much to say; we have tried out 
prohibition in this Colony for nearly half a century now—since 1884 Indians 
have been subjected to prohibition—and has prohibition succeeded? If it has 
not succeeded, it is not the fault of the law-makers or the administrators of 
the law. It is due to the inherent weakness in the legislation i.e., the people 
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themselves were not prepared voluntarily to submit to the legislation. Where 
an overwhelming majority of the people do not subscribe to a law it only results 
in evasions and becomes a farce. Prohibition as far as the Indian community is 
concerned has consisted in thousands of people going and knocking at the doors 
of sly-groggers in liquor at exorbitant prices, consuming liquor at exorbitant 
prices, consuming liquor stealthily and on the quiet, and as they know it is a 
forbidden fruit, consuming as much as possible as and when they can instead of 
keeping to the golden path of moderation. That is what prohibition has resulted 
in as far as the Indian community is concerned. We have not been able to save 
the community from the evils of drink in the community. 

We all overlook the fact that it is self-denial that turns a man into a saint, not 
prohibition; prohibition only succeeds in turning a man into a hypocrite. If 
a man wants to drink and you impose restrictions on him, all that he will be 
doing is to devise ways and means to evade the law and find some suitable 
place, time and opportunity to drink to his heart's content. And he will hide 
the fact that he drinks so that he may not be caught and punished. That is all 
that prohibition can achieve and has achieved in this Colony. Is that worthwhile 
going on with? Other countries better equipped and able to spend more on 
stricter control, with special excise police to enforce prohibition have failed. I 
instance the United States of America: that wealthy country could have spent 
any amount of money when the country went dry to see that prohibition was 
properly carried out and enforced. It employed special police and the result was 
that, whereas in Fiji people are resorting to methylated spirits, in America, they 
being more advanced, went to the length of resorting to Eau-de-Cologne.

India has been quoted as an example, but it is a well known fact that this very 
Government, during the last decade when the Congress was in office in the 
Provinces, tried out the experiment. They declared certain districts and areas 
as dry areas and that time they failed. The Congress Party felt that their failure 
was due to an unsympathetic third party, namely the British, that they were 
not in favour of prohibition and that that is why the experiment failed. They 
are trying it out again but even Pandit Nehru himself is not fully convinced 
and he wishes and hopes that the experiment will prove a success. This time 
when I was travelling through Southern India, through some of these areas 
now declared dry and prohibited areas, I had a very amusing experience: while 
travelling from Bombay to Madras, I found that at certain railway stations the 
waiters from the restaurant cars will come to the compartment and say ‘Look 
here, Sir, if you wish to have a drink, come over to the restaurant now, because 
the next station is a dry station and you won't be served with a drink’. The train 
passes through dry areas and as soon as it has passed through the waiters will 
come and say ‘It is now free, you can come to the restaurant car and have drinks 
to your heart’s content’. That just shows how far it can be effective when the 
people themselves treat it as a joke. 
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We have got to consider one factor very seriously. In India, not only religion 
but society itself has created certain sanctions, especially in the higher classes 
and castes, against the use of liquor and thereby kept the use of liquor to the 
lower classes only. There are no liquor shops in villages and a man, if he wants 
to have a drink, has got to go to some town to obtain liquor. Public opinion 
among higher classes residing in the villages is against liquor and consequently 
even when the lower classes consume liquor, they have to do it on the quiet. In 
those surroundings and circumstances, there might probably be some chance of 
prohibition succeeding, but here, liquor has become the badge of respectability 
and wealth.

It has been said that young Fijian men were applying for liquor permits; but 
what else can one expect when these young men see that their high officials and 
their chiefs drink, the Europeans, who are the ruling community of Fiji, drink, 
when they find that amongst the Indians those that are considered respectable 
and affluent and hold some sort of social status, are allowed to drink? Naturally 
they aspire to enjoy the same privilege and be amongst the favoured few. If these 
youngsters are to be impressed with the desirability of remaining teetotalers, 
the only way to do it is to set a personal example. What is the good of going on 
drinking and holding total exemption permits and telling other fellows, ‘Oh no, 
good fellow, you should not drink, it is not good for you’. He is not going to take 
your words, he is going to follow your actions in making up his mind whether 
he should apply for a permit or not. 

Unfortunately prohibition has played havoc with the psychology of our young 
men. If people preach to them the desirability of avoiding alcohol they just turn 
round and say, ‘You are talking like that because you cannot get a permit, but 
I can’. What else can you expect? Religious societies make petitions exhorting 
the Government to carry on the legislation that restricts the freedom of other 
people because liquor is prohibited and is against the tenets of their religion. 
They do not stop to ask themselves that if the use of alcohol is against their 
religion, the inhibitions and prohibitions laid down by the religious books and 
scriptures should be sufficient for their people to abstain from alcohol. How 
would anybody feel if some of the religious bodies came to this Council and 
said that because beef is prohibited by their religion there should be a law 
prohibiting people from eating beef. They will get a plain answer—‘Well, it is a 
matter of your own conscience; you think that you should not eat beef, nobody 
forces you’; and the same thing be with liquor.

Removing the restriction on liquor does not necessarily mean that the 
Government is going to go from door to door exhorting people to drink or that 
they are going to go around in the schools and preach to students that they 
should consume more alcohol. The Department of Education puts placards in 
schools with the portrait of Lord Montgomery and words in bold letters: ‘I 
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do not smoke, and I do not drink, and I am 100 per cent fit’. The religious 
preachers belonging to every denomination go round and preach against 
the evil of drink. The campaign can be carried out successfully only if the 
restriction is removed, if the glamour attached to the forbidden fruit is taken 
away, and if people who are preaching abstention from drink set an example by 
becoming teetotallers themselves. So far, I am not aware of any requests being 
made by either the Indian Reform League or the Muslim League or Arya Samaj 
or the Gurdwara Committee who happened to be signatories to the petition Mr. 
Vishnu has referred to, that the office-bearers and members of their respective 
organizations should not be appointed as members of the Liquor Committees 
or granted permits or exemptions under the Liquor Ordinance or that they 
ever made a rule in their societies disqualifying people who drink liquor from 
holding office, leave alone being members of the societies. If they worked on 
those lines, they might find that the use of alcohol would disappear from their 
followers. I have never so far heard a request being made by any religious group 
in the Colony requesting their people not to accept membership on Liquor 
Committees. I have never heard any representation being made by any of these 
religious groups that if any follower of their religion applies for a liquor permit 
his application should be refused. Nobody dare go so far as that because they 
know that probably there would not be a single person left in their particular 
denomination. On the one hand, they allow people who drink to hold important 
positions and appointments in their societies, they allow such people to sit on 
Liquor Committees and they allow people who are leading members of their 
societies to obtain and hold liquor permits or total exemptions, and on the other 
they clamour for prohibition!

The present state of affairs has not only created a grievance in my community 
on account of racial discrimination, but has also created a further grievance on 
account of class discrimination. In one of the meetings I had in my constituency 
when a man said that everybody should be allowed a chance to have his views 
expressed on the Liquor Bill, one man stood up and said ‘Look here, you just 
want to preach. You hold a permit, and you want that nobody else should 
be allowed to drink’. Prohibition has resulted in economic loss to the Indian 
community because those who drink, whether there is prohibition or not, have 
managed to find liquor somewhere, only at a forbidding and exorbitant price. 
It has brought about moral lassitude because in the present circumstances, 
people cultivate slyness and hypocrisy. It has created a sense and a feeling of 
humiliation and an inferiority complex in the community because all the while 
they feel that they are inferior to the other races who are privileged to have the 
freedom of drink in this Colony. These are the evils that have crept in and have 
played havoc with my community in Fiji. 
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I might further point out that though Congress advocates prohibition at home, 
Congress has never advocated that in Crown Colonies where Indians reside 
along with other races, where other races are allowed to have the freedom to 
drink, Indians should ask for prohibition, restricted to themselves. There are 
African Colonies, there is Ceylon, Malaya, Burma and other countries. There are 
not only Indian people residing in those countries, there are branches affiliated 
with the National Congress of India. The Congress Parties in these territories 
have never suggested that there should be restriction imposed on Indians. They 
have never said, ‘We believe in prohibition and never mind whether Europeans 
or others are allowed to drink we should not drink and should not be allowed to 
drink’. Besides, the Congress and the Government of India expect that Indians 
who live abroad will behave and act as independent people ready to shoulder 
their own responsibilities, and this is not such a heavy responsibility that the 
Indian community cannot shoulder it. I have got full faith, trust and confidence 
in my people. They are a thrifty, industrious and abstemious race. They will 
always look after their families. As happens with every community, you may 
find a few renegades even in my community, but by and large you will find that 
this community even after the restriction is lifted will remain as sober and as 
responsible minded and as well-behaved as any other community in Fiji.

To Drink or Not to Drink, II (1969)

There is a story in Hindu mythology that gods and demons went into partnership 
and churned the ocean and brought out 14 jewels, and out of these 14 jewels, 
three happened to be potable substances—one was nectar, the second was liquor 
and the third was poison. The gods selected nectar as their share of the division; 
the demons selected liquor as their share, but neither side would have poison, 
so it was allotted to the god of death and it has remained his favourite drink. So, 
liquor in our religion is looked upon as a drink of the devil. I myself was once 
upon a time a strong prohibitionist, but, when I saw the results of prohibition 
from the example of a wealthy country like the United States of America and the 
consequences of prohibition which is at present prevailing in India, I find that 
the side-effects of prohibition are even worse than the effects on people who are 
allowed their own choice whether or not to drink.

In this country, since my arrival, I have always smarted under this discrimination 
and I have never made a secret of it. Those who are against liquor and who 
sincerely believe in liquor as the cause of the greater part of misery for mankind, 
the answer is, do not drink, keep away from it. Those who still believe as I 
believed once, that by total prohibition we can eliminate these miseries, I would 
say that for trial’s sake, if you want to have it, have total prohibition in this 
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Colony. But, whenever I have spoken of total prohibition in the past, even some 
of the leaders of churches who are against drink, have admitted that that is not 
possible in this country, so far as the Europeans are concerned.

If that is so, then it is useless to expect other races to accept restrictions on the 
grounds that they do not have that highly developed sense of responsibility, 
or that much self-control as the Europeans have. No Indian or taukei would 
ever agree to such a proposition. I remember some years ago, I was discussing 
this discrimination in our law against Indian and taukei women with the 
then Commissioner of Police, and he told me that he agreed with me as far as 
discrimination against Indian women was concerned on the ground that Indians 
controlled their wives better than the Fijians. I thought this argument was quite 
ridiculous because it is not a question of race. Right throughout mankind in 
every home it is the woman who rules the roost.

The question was whether there was any justification or any need for imposing 
such restrictions on the women of the two major races in this Colony and, 
whether such discrimination was justifiable from any point of view. And further, 
whether the discrimination embodied in the existing Ordinance is enforceable. 
We are all free to buy liquor, to drink liquor and to keep liquor in our homes. 
And, as we know, in every home, the custodian is the wife. To enforce the 
existing prohibition against Indian and taukei women, the Government would 
have to post a constable in every home throughout the 24 hours of the day 
and night, and, even then they would not succeed because they would not 
have access to the bedroom. If the Government was logically going to carry 
out its obligations with regard to the enforcement of this Ordinance, the total 
existing revenue of this Colony will not be adequate. And, when one member 
here suggested providing a liquor squad to maintain good behaviour and order 
in public bars, it would need a regular army, considerably larger than the Fiji 
Military Forces, to supervise every home in this Colony both the taukei and 
Indian, to be able to exercise even partly the control which the law has imposed 
upon Indian and Fijian women. The present situation is that the statute book 
unnecessarily and stupidly outrages the self-respect and dignity both of the 
taukei and Indian, not only the womenfolk but also the men.

Just imagine if I received an invitation from Government House wherein both 
myself and my wife were invited and at the dinner table or at the cocktail party 
as the case may be, and she was told that she would have to take a soft drink as 
she could not take liquor, although I could. The obvious answer to that would 
be that I would turn such an invitation down. I would look upon it as a gross 
insult. And, under the existing law, at all the parties held at Government House, 
no one has ever raised any objection, nor can they out of any sense of decency 
or decorum, to Indian and taukei ladies taking either wine, beer or spirits in 
the same way as other ladies do, and if there was an outsider there who had 
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been told that in Fiji there was a restriction on taukei and Indian women, as 
far as liquor is concerned, I think the only thing he would have to say would 
be, ‘What a hypocritical lot you are in this country.’ He sees Indian and Fijian 
ladies being entertained at Government House where liquor is one of the items 
of entertainment and at the same time he finds in law that as far as the Indian 
and Fijian ladies are concerned they cannot drink liquor. 

The present situation is that the restriction imposed upon taukei and Indian 
women is to all intents and purposes a dead letter in the statute book just to 
be read, for we all know it cannot be enforced and is impossible to enforce 
and it creates unnecessarily a feeling of resentment against the other races 
whose ladies are not subjected to the same restrictions. I therefore, say, that 
the sooner we remove this discrimination from our statute book the better for 
all concerned. Some of the opponents to this Bill have expressed apprehension 
that if the restriction is removed it may lead to increased drinking amongst the 
womenfolk of the two races. This I say is absurd and groundless. If Indian and 
taukei women are not drinking at present, it is not because the law forbids them 
to do so, it is because their own culture forbids them to do so and because they 
have a sense of responsibility towards running the house and to making both 
ends meet. Liquor is as freely available to them in their own custody and they 
have opportunities throughout the 24 hours of the day and night, and if they 
wanted to do it, they would have done it long ago, in spite of this provision on 
the statute book. The very fact that they have not done so proves that they are 
as much responsible and as much culture conscious as we are. It is a common 
sight amongst Indians where the head of the house is entertaining guests, the 
wife, who might be a staunch vegetarian, will cook meat for the guests; she 
does not touch liquor herself, but the guests will be entertained with liquor. 
And if that does not tempt her in any way to take liquor herself, do you mean 
to say that the removal of this restriction from our statute book of which she 
has no knowledge as she does not even bother about what the law says about 
liquor; that because we pass this law today, she would change her mind and 
start drinking? I say that it is quite absurd and we are underestimating the 
sense of their responsibility, the sense of their dignity and pride that they take 
in their own ancient culture.

There is prohibition even in this Bill against taukei and Indian women from 
entering a public bar. Though there appears to be racial discrimination, 
culturally, whether there is such prohibition or not you would not ordinarily 
find Indian or taukei womenfolk going into the bar or being seen in the public 
bar. Their own sense of self respect, dignity and prestige prevents them from 
entering public bars. But, now that this country is trying to promote tourism 
there are benefits as well as disadvantages resulting from the tourist trade. In 
urban areas and centres where tourists mostly congregate there is a fear that 
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some of our womenfolk belonging to the poorest stratum of society through 
economic need may be tempted to accompany tourists and take drinks in the 
public bar. This restraint safeguards our womenfolk from such temptation. And 
that is why the restrictions on taukei and Indian women from entering public 
bars may appear racially discriminatory but it has its justification.

At the last general elections some of our Indian women voters put forward 
questions as to why there was such restrictions upon Indian women and 
particularly asked me point-blank whether I accepted that Indian women were 
in any way inferior to the women of other races who have no restrictions against 
them on the statute book. I had to tell them that we would endeavour to remove 
these restrictions from the statute book and to say that discrimination for all 
practical purposes appeared senseless and unnecessarily outrageous.

92: Ring in the Saints, 6 January 1952

If the nineteenth century can be called the century of Great Britain, the first half 
of the twentieth century can be aptly described as that of the U.S.A. This is the 
century of doing more and more in less and less time. The twentieth century 
man is out to subjugate everything he can lay his mind upon. He has already 
mastered the air and conquered the skies. He has made ether his messenger 
boy. He has turned silver bromide and celluloid into the greatest entertainer of 
mankind. He has manufactured thunderbolts and lightnings which make him 
the envy of gods. He has invented new methods of surgery and found new drug 
to cure diseases which would have passed as miracles in the days of Christ. He 
has achieved all this and much more.

Equipped with his newly discovered knowledge, power, strength and skill, he 
has gone about feverishly to change everything. He has founded international 
organizations to wipe out scarcity and disease—two of the three chief enemies 
of mankind. He has recognized that poverty anywhere is a threat to prosperity 
everywhere. Concepts of imperialism and exploitory colonialism stand 
universally condemned and those who still believe in them have to invent 
new nomenclatures to hide them. The ideal of individual and racial equality 
is speedily taking root everywhere. All this is being achieved with surprising 
rapidness.

And yet, this is an age in which the common man enjoys more comfort but less 
happiness than ever before. Ways and means have been contributed to provide 
ice-cream and other luxuries to soldiers on the battlefield, but we have failed to 
abolish the battlefield and the havoc, misery and degradation it entails. We still 
rain bombs on women and children in the name of peace. War, the third arch-
enemy of mankind, still baffles man’s scanty wisdom and continues to keep him 
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perpetually under its fearful shadows. The First World War was fought between 
those who exclusively owned the vast empty habitable spaces of this earth and 
those  who wanted to have a share in them. The Germans called it a war for the 
place in the sun, the allies called it a war to end war. Those who professed to 
fight to end all fighting once and for all won. And yet all that mankind got out 
of the war was the poison gas, the bomber and the ‘thieves kitchen’. It barely 
took two decades of uneasy peace to hurl mankind into the Second World War. 

In this war one side professed to fight for the removal of an injustice, the other 
side for survival. The side which fought for survival won. All that mankind 
has got so far from the Second World War is the fear of the atom bomb and loss 
of peace and individual liberty. Those who fought for ‘Survival’ not only lost 
peace with their enemies, they also lost peace among themselves. And within 
five years of the conclusion of the Second World War, the world is brought on 
the brink of a third world war to be fought amongst the erstwhile allies, again 
for survival. 5 And all the while the means and modes of warfare are becoming 
more brutal and ruthless than ever. The fear of war has enslaved the people of 
even free countries to the chains of bureaucracies, and individual freedom has 
become only a dream. The individual has become the slave of State everywhere.

The first half of the twentieth century has proved that a saint who advocates 
non-violence and love gets murdered while the man who orders the use of atom 
bombs and prepares for war becomes a leader of the world. At this critical mid-
century, humanity has two alternatives to choose from—Gandhiji's non-violence 
and Truman’s hydrogen bomb. So far mankind in its international councils has 
shown predilection for the Truman way. Will it revert to the Gandhian way in 
time to avert the catastrophe of the third World War is a question which time 
only can answer. Since the members of the United Nations individually and in 
groups are feverishly preparing for a war among themselves, the U.N.O. has lost 
its credentials to lead man into the way of peace. We enter the second half of 
the century without a leader or an organization that can save the world from the 
oncoming disaster. What has been gained through knowledge may yet be lost 
through lack of political wisdom. The Brave New World must realize that the 
only road to survival is the way of the saints.

93: The ‘Flowers’ of Fiji, 20 June 1952
Accidents of history and the pursuit of profit have endowed Fiji with a mixed 
population mainly consisting of Fijians, Indians and Europeans. How this 
mixed population of different races will grow and become worthy citizens of 
this beautiful Colony will depend on the care and attention bestowed on the 
children here, who will become her citizens of tomorrow.

5 The reference here is to the Korean War.
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Speaking recently on the care and affection that the children of a country 
deserve, Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, the wise statesman and last Governor-
General of India, used a happy smile: he compared children to flowers and 
exhorted the people to treat the children with as much tenderness and affection, 
as they would delicate flowers. As the beautiful flowers, when properly and 
wisely tended, grow and develop into vigorous seeds which ensure the future of 
the plants, so do children, when carefully and intelligently brought up, become 
worthy citizens, who ensure the progress of a country.

What is the kind of attention our colonial government is paying to this 
important aspect of a country’s life? All over the world enlightened opinion 
considers ‘One World’ as the ideal, and works, more or less, zealously towards 
that goal. Even in those parts of the United States, where colour prejudice is 
still strong, the general tendency of State action is towards the welding of the 
diverse communities and races into one united people. But here in Fiji the three 
communities are kept apart from each other right from the earliest years. Instead 
of allowing all children to grow up together in common schools, cherishing 
common ideals, they are kept apart, so to say, in water-tight compartments. 
And while in one case, the Government has recognized the need for compulsory 
primary education, they keep a blind eye on the needs of the other, with the 
result that more than ten thousand Indian children alone of school-going age are 
denied elementary education.

In civilized countries all over the world, the responsibility of the State for 
providing for every citizen’s fundamental right to education of a secondary—
in some cases, even collegiate—level, is recognized and is being discharged. 
Even in Ceylon, one of the youngest members of the Commonwealth, this right 
is recognized and provided for up to the highest stage. But in Fiji, secondary 
education, it would seem, is a luxury, towards the provision of which the State 
does not owe any responsibility whatsoever! What other conclusion is one to 
draw from the smug satisfaction that the Government seems to feel from the 
provision they have made in two secondary schools for a couple of hundred 
students. And that for a population of three hundred thousand!

Is it the idea that an educated young man will not become an efficient cane 
farmer? Or rather, that he will not be a willing and docile slave, working 
unquestioningly for the benefit of his master?

Flowers of Fiji! Your lot is anything but enviable.
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94: Welcome, Mr. Dugdale,6 4 August 1952

British Colonies in the past have been ruled and governed in a single pattern with 
small local variations in details. It was not essential though that the Secretary of 
State who ruled over the far-flung empire should be equipped with first hand 
knowledge of the countries, over which he ruled. Whitehall was buttressed 
with a host of advisors and Secretary after Secretary went on ruling over the 
colonial empire with vicarious knowledge. The credit of breaking that tradition 
and taking a personal trip to the farthest colonial possessions of Great Britain 
goes to Mr. Dugdale.

In these days of quick communications during his fortnight’s sojourn in Fiji Mr. 
Dugdale will be able to obtain a considerable amount of first hand knowledge and 
information which may, we hope, eventually benefit the people of this Colony. 
In the economic field the administration may well boast of the sound financial 
position of the Colony, and the flourishing copra, gold and sugar industries. It 
may proudly point out the fact that this Colony has not suffered from shortage 
of food, clothing, and other necessities of life, that taxation here is lighter than 
that prevailing in the neighbouring dominions or in the home country, that 
the largest amounts of expenditure from the general revenue are devoted to the 
maintenance and improvement of Health, Education and Agriculture.

There is no starvation or unemployment in Fiji. Relations between capital and 
labour though not exactly cordial are not so bad as to give serious headaches 
to the administration or seriously dislocate the economic set up of the Colony.

In the social and cultural sphere, the relations between Fijians, Indians and 
Europeans are peaceful and friendly. Rapid advance has been made in the 
primary education of Fijian and Indian children. Some schemes of child welfare 
work are already in operation. There are institutions like the Medical School and 
Makogai Leprosy Hospital of which the Colony may be justly proud. No doubt, 
all these and many more achievements will be pointed out to Mr. Dugdale by 
the administration.

It is the political sphere where the achievements of the British Rule in Fiji are so 
disappointing. The laws of Fiji are made in a Legislative Council packed with the 
nominees of the colonial administration. The administration of Fiji is therefore 
virtually a law unto itself. That does not mean that it is a lawless organization. 
In some respects it may be even more enlightened, efficient and wise than 
administrations in some of the politically independent countries. But still, it is 
not democracy. And what can be more painful to a minister championing the 
cause of democracy in domestic and world politics.

6 John Dugdale (1905-1963) was a Labour politician and in 1950, Minister of State at the Colonial Office. 
Whitehall was the location of the Colonial Office.
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The civic affairs of towns and townships are managed by Town Councils and 
Township Boards. The civic life of the Fijians is governed by the Fijian Affairs 
Board and the Great Council of Chiefs. These civic institutions are either 
packed with or totally consist of the Colonial Administration’s nominees. The 
Administration may claim to be more intelligent, wiser and more altruistic 
in the choice of their nominees than the common man. But there is certainly 
no local self-government in Fiji. Rights of free movement and free association 
are among the most fundamental rights of all human beings. And yet they 
are denied to the Fijian people in their own country. Fijians and Indians are 
subjected to controlled drinking, so that European dealers in alcohol may not 
lose their monopoly. The Exchange and Import Controls are administered to 
provide dollars and trade to British. 

Britain has provided Fiji with a civilized administration. But that is about all. 
If the aim of British rule in Fiji is to develop the Colony into a self-governing 
territory, it is high time that a start is made.

18 August

Mr. Dugdale has completed his hurricane tour of Fiji and Tonga and left for the 
Solomons on Wednesday this week.

He must have seen all that he was shown but observed much more. The 
monotonous looking sugar and rice holdings dotted with miserable looking 
grass huts and deteriorated appearance of Fijian villages beside the roads must 
have presented to him a true picture of Fiji as a British colonial possession.

After meeting the representatives of labourers and farmers, Mr. Dugdale could 
not have failed to notice how docile our labour is and how gullible some of our 
farmers can be.

Meetings with Town Council and Town and Township Boards must have 
provided him a close view of the travesty which is imposed upon the people of 
this Colony in the name of local self-government.

Having not gone off the beaten track he would have no idea under what 
appalling conditions people have to live in the settlements. He would, however, 
know under what insecure conditions the farmers till their holdings and how 
unscrupulous landlords, like the government and the Native Land Trust Board, 
confiscate tenants’ improvements without payment of compensation when they 
throw their tenants out.

What must be most striking for a visitor from outside is the complete lack of any 
man-made beauty in Fiji. We do not possess any works of art or architecture. 
There are no stately homes, or beautifully laid out farmsteads, gardens or 
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orchards. With so much of natural beauty, man makes little attempt to paint or 
carve beautiful pictures or write inspired poetry or compose enchanting music. 
With abundance of stone everywhere there is no sculpture or architecture 
of any sort. Fiji has so far made no start even in the field of literature. Even 
legends, folklore and folksongs of poetic or historic merit which are usually 
found among primitive peoples are conspicuous by their absence. We even lack 
the simple art of self-adornment.

Nothing that is made or built in Fiji has got an appearance of permanence. People 
live and work as if they are mere sojourners in Fiji. Even the Fijians do not 
create or make anything which they can proudly pass on to their descendants.

Fiji has not so far produced a single man of high intellectual attainments or 
scholarship. Education is given and undertaken solely for the purposes of white 
collar jobs. We are therefore a Colony of mental and spiritual pygmies who 
neither live abundantly nor in abundance.

This is Fiji after seventy-five years of British rule. It is true that government 
cannot make the people. But it can create conditions under which indigenous 
civilizations and cultures of all communities can grow and flourish.

95: The Indian Problem in Fiji, 8 August 1952

Like the red rag to the bull, the Indian problem in Fiji seems to send some people 
into an excitement and rage which deprive them of the power of thinking. 
And obviously well-meaning friends, on whom the White Man’s burden sits 
heavy indeed, are busy planning solutions to imaginary problems and tilting at 
windmills. While these prophets of doom are engrossed in their self-appointed 
task, a dispassionate observer of Pacific affairs, especially in Fiji, will admit 
there is an Indian problem in Fiji, but with a difference.

It is the problem of Indian culture. Indian labour has, along with European capital, 
been mainly responsible for developing this Colony. But the Indian element here 
is yet to make its contribution from their cultural heritage, that is their patrimony, 
to their motherland, Fiji. Only with the enrichment of the culture of this Colony 
can Indians feel they have done their duty to their motherland.

This cultural heritage of theirs, which places service above self, and things of 
the spirit above material things, which fosters a catholicity of outlook and a 
dynamic spirit of tolerance, is something of which they can be proud, any one 
can be proud. Centuries before the birth of Christ there flourished in India a 
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civilization, which has been an enigma and a wonder to the historian.7 And 
it is admitted that modern sciences like medicine and mathematics had their 
beginnings in India. On the sacred soil of India has been born a galaxy of 
world figures, like Ram and Krishna, Buddha and Gandhi, Ramakrishna and 
Vivekananda, who have made their impress[ion] on the thought and life of vast 
masses of men in the world.

And in recent times India’s culture with its emphasis on moral values explains 
the singular manner in which India fought for and attained her freedom. With no 
material forces to back her, India not only wrested freedom from the mighty British 
Empire, but also in the process converted the Empire itself into the Commonwealth 
of Nations. And within less than five years of freedom, India has most successfully 
conducted the greatest democratic experiment in the world’s history—the recent 
general election involving an electorate of more than 150 millions. The fact of 
their being illiterate did not prevent them from exercising their choice wisely, 
because, unlettered or not, they all shared the same great culture.

On Friday next when India celebrates the fifth anniversary of her independence, 
let Indians here pause and think over this problem: how they can worthily 
contribute their stream of Indian culture to the cultural life of this great Colony 
and the Pacific Isles. No divided allegiance or loyalty, as Pandit Jawaharlal 
repeatedly advises Indian settlers abroad. But as loyal citizens of this Colony, 
it is their proud privilege, nay, bounden duty, to enrich the culture of their 
motherland with their special contribution.

The vast distance from India, the circumstances in which the settlers grew 
here and the indifference of people in India to this problem, have all made it 
necessary that concerted attempts are made so that Indians can make a worthy 
contribution to the cultural life of the Pacific Islands.

That is the Indian Problem in Fiji.

96: Ramakrishna Mission in Fiji, 28 September 
1952

After repeated requests and importunities of the Then India Sanmarga Ikya 
Sangam, the Ramakrishna Mission has at last been persuaded into establishing 
its branch at Nadi. The inauguration ceremony took place last Friday the 
26th September. Though it was a week day and the day of cane payment, the 
attendance was large. People from all parts of Viti Levu had come to take part 
in this historic event.

7 This has been the subject of a great book by AL Basham, The Wonder that was India (1954 and subsequent 
reprinting).
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For the past seventy years Indians came to Fiji in search of livelihood. They had 
very little else to give except their sweat, toil and tears. But of these they gave 
in abundance in return for a modest living. During the dark days of her political 
and economic subjection, that was all that impoverished India could give to the 
rest of the world. But after the advent of freedom India has been galvanized 
into a new life. India is now in a position to place her age-old spiritual wealth at 
the service of mankind which is groping its way in the deep fog of materialism.

Shri Ramakrishna Paramhansa is the prophet of awakened India.8 His gospel 
of fundamental unity of all religions and faiths and of love and service of our 
fellow creatures has already spread far and wide. Big centres have been already 
established in America and various countries of Europe. The branches of the 
Ramakrishna Mission are rendering valuable service in Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, 
Singapore, Mauritius and various other places. The activities of the Mission 
are well known throughout the world. Wherever it has gone, the Mission has 
earned love and respect from people belonging to various races and different 
faiths.

One of its Swamis has been working in our midst for the last twelve years.9 
His untiring work in this Colony has served a double purpose. It has shown 
the people of the Colony, both by personal example and precept, what the 
Ramakrishna Mission stands for and it has convinced the authorities in Belur 
Math how badly we stand in need of their services.

For the further happiness and progress of the Colony, it is necessary, nay, 
imperative, that various communities and sections should realize and feel a 
deep and abiding spiritual unity. Once that is achieved, the rest should follow 
naturally as the Summer follows the Spring. And if there is any organization 
which can be of tremendous help in bringing about such spiritual unification, it 
is without doubt, the Ramakrishna Mission. The peoples of the South Pacific in 
general and the inhabitants of this Colony in particular will, therefore, welcome 
this piece of good news. For, in this part of the world as in many others, we have 
long enough missed the wood of fundamental oneness of humanity for the trees 
of merely skin-deep differences of colour, caste, and creed.

8 (1836-1886), born Gahadhar Chattopadhyay in Bengal. His best-known disciple was Swami Vivekananda. 
Paramhans means ‘Supreme Swan,’ which soars to great spiritual heights. See Harold W French, The Swan’s 
Wide Waters: Ramakrishna and Western Culture (NY: Kennikat Press, 1974).
9 Swami Rudrananda. This is what AD Patel said about Ramakrishna on 26 March 1959: ‘Sri Ramakrishna 
is a like a lighthouse in the modern world. He has taught us the harmony of religions. Whatever may be the 
source of rivers, he said, all join the same sea. All religions, wherever they flourish, lead to the same God. This 
is the essence of Ramakrishna’s teaching.’
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97: Fragments of a Diary 1952

22nd October—Wednesday 

After bidding good-bye to our friends, we boarded the plane. We suddenly 
found ourselves transported from the warmth of friends to the coldness of the 
strangers. But we were too preoccupied with finding and settling down in our 
seats to notice the change. Atul and Dhimant were very much excited when 
the plane took off. They were very much intrigued by the scene below as the 
plane flew over Viti Levu. After it left Viti Levu in a few minutes, Atul dozed 
off and Dhimant started whimpering to go back home. I had to bribe him with 
sweets and pineapple juice to keep him quiet until he fell asleep. The food they 
gave on the plane was just enough to whet our appetites and we actually felt 
more hungry after we had our meals than what we did before! The flight was 
dull and monotonous. We flew most of the way through clouds. When the pilot 
announced that we were over the Mascot aerodrome, we could hardly believe 
it, for there was not a sign of anything under the white foamy clouds and it was 
hard to believe that a large well lit metropolis—in fact the third largest city in 
the Commonwealth of Nations—lay buried under the clouds.

The pilot announced that it would not be wise to attempt a landing and that 
he was heading for Dubbo aerodrome which was about 55 minutes’ flight from 
Sydney. I whiled away these fifty five minutes in reading Neville Shute’s Far 
Country. The book proved a welcome distraction.

When we landed at Dubbo, it was already 9 p.m. Sydney time. For the last fifteen 
minutes Dhimant was feeling thirsty and crying for water. I was told that there 
was no water on the plane. I tried to coax him into drinking some lemonade. 
But he must insist on water especially when none can be had! So as soon as we 
landed our first effort was to find some water for him after which we went into 
the small waiting room which was already packed with passengers who had 
landed from planes which like ours had to divert their course from Sydney. The 
Captain, poor man, was trying to find hotel accommodation for the passengers. 
It was midnight when the air hostess came in and jubilantly announced that 
accommodation was found for children, their parents and ladies. After the glad 
tidings we had to wait another half hour before the bus arrived. We boarded 
the bus and went to Dubbo. We drove from hotel to hotel knocking at the doors 
and receiving the stock reply, ‘Sorry, we are full up’. At last our bus stepped 
near the Royal Hotel. The hostess went in for a short while and returned with 
the news that there were two single beds available in a three bed room which is 
occupied by one man, and that I and the children can go into that room. Leela 
and another lady were assigned another room. The rest of the party had to 
return to the aerodrome disappointed and spend the night in the plane.
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It was through Atul and Dhimant, that I was able to spend the rest of the 
morning in the warmth of a bed while our fellow passengers had to keep vigil 
in their seats in the plane!

23rd October

Though we managed to find the bed, we could not get the breakfast there. 
The air hostess took us to a cafe for that. After our stomachs were full we took 
kindly to the town! We admired its wider and clean streets and its rural setting. 
I made an important discovery that the world looks beautiful only when the 
stomach is full. Even this ‘one-horse town’ as one fellow passenger called it, 
impressed its charm on me.

We took off from Dubbo at about 10 a.m. The weather was still cloudy. When we 
reached Sydney the pilot told us that he would try to break through the cloud 
and if he succeeded in the attempt we would land in ten minutes. And break 
through he did!

We landed at long last and were taken into the Customs shed. Mr. Mayne, that 
ministering angel of Indian travellers, was waiting at the gate to greet us. After 
medical and customs examinations we drove to the Wentworth Hotel. I have 
never seen Atul and Dhimant so excited before. It was a new experience for 
them. They were suddenly rushed into the brave new world. The double-decker 
buses intrigued them most and Atul called them ‘lorries with driver on top and 
driver below’.

A short while after our arrival Odin Ramrakha’s son Karamchand10 came to our 
room. He had gone to the aerodrome to meet us the previous night, so he knew 
already about our misadventure. In the evening we had our meal at a restaurant 
in Hunter Street and went to Karamchand’s house. We spent the evening in 
discussing various things. I was sorry to hear that the Australian press was 
carrying on propaganda against Fiji Indians, while our Fiji-born politicians were 
toying with their petty discordant fiddles. If Fiji Indians do not open their eyes 
in time, they will meet with the fate of an ostrich burying its head in the sand. 
Let them take heed.

24th October—Friday

We were told by the P&O people to get on board the Strathnaller before 3 p.m. 
Mr. Mayne advised us to get on the boat between 1 and 2 p.m. as there is usually 
a congestion of traffic between two and three o’clock. We had therefore no time 

10 Karam Chand Ramrakha, who became a Federation Party parliamentarian in 1966 and remained a member 
until 1982. He was studying law at Sydney University.
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to go sightseeing. Instead we went to Farmers to do our shopping. Farmers is 
all of these mammoth shops which sell anything from a hairpin to an elephant. 
Once inside this store and you forget that there is anything like want, poverty 
or shortage in this world. There is plenty of everything as well as the best. 
There seems to be nothing that a rich man’s pocket cannot buy them. I thought 
I would allow myself the luxury of a gabardine overcoat. The attendant brought 
one out which fitted me perfectly. I asked the price. It was twenty nine pounds 
and something. I took the overcoat off quickly and told the attendant that my 
purse would not stand the strain of such a fine coat. He told me that I could 
have a cheaper one if I liked. I asked him the price of the cheapest coat he had 
in stock. It was sixteen odd pounds. Thus the cheapest price was too dear for 
me and I decided to forgo the luxury. Anyhow, I bought Leela a silk dressing 
gown, Atul and Dhimant two nice pairs of sailor suits and myself a woolen 
dressing gown. When we returned from shopping Mr. and Mrs Baijnath and 
their children with Rangaswamy Naidu were waiting at the hotel. Mr. Nicholls 
of the C.S.R. was also there. He entertained us all with a drink and as there was 
very little time left we had to bid them a hurried good-bye.

Mr. and Mrs Baijnath accompanied us to the boat. Later Rangaswamy Naidu 
came with Karamchand on the boat and told me that the passage order for the 
air ticket to Nadi was short by about fifteen pounds and wanted to borrow 
the amount. Unfortunately all I had was in bank drafts with very little cash. I 
realized his difficulty and would have gladly helped him out by advancing him 
the necessary cash. In the circumstances all I could do was to give him a letter 
to Mayne, requesting him to let Rangaswamy have the necessary cash. Knowing 
Mr. Mayne, I have no doubt about Rangaswamy reaching Nadi without any 
difficulty.

We left Sydney at about 5 p.m. It is Leela’s first experience of a sea voyage. She 
did not have her dinner that evening, nor did she go on deck. Though she was 
not sea sick she appeared to be suffering from sea consciousness. The children 
however took it better than the mother, and felt quite at home in their new 
surroundings.

25th October—Saturday

It is a cloudy day but the sea is calm. I persuaded Leela to come out on the 
deck. It proved to be an essay in exploration. We discovered where the lounge, 
the library and the game decks were situated. While going around the B deck 
I came across a sailor who comes from Damau. From him I learnt that most 
of the crew consists of men from Damau, Navasari and Parad districts. He 
also told us that arrangement could be made, if we wished to have Gujarati 
meals. Naturally we preferred to have our own food. I asked the purser to make 
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necessary arrangements. We were told that from next day we will have our 
Gujarati lunches and dinners in our cabin. For breakfasts and teas we would be 
going to the dining room.

I have spent the day in complete relaxation and purposeful idleness. It is a 
welcome change from the small vexations of life in Fiji.

In the evening children asked for some apples. I told the steward to bring some. 
‘Sorry, Sir, you can’t have fruits in the cabin, now. They are strictly rationed’, 
said he. Anyhow, he produced two apples and one orange from somewhere.

‘What a downfall!’ I thought to myself. ‘Here is a shipping line which used to 
carry lordly satraps to the east in lavish circumstance. But now it is reduced to 
the state of one East End housewife scraping for one apple here and one orange 
there to make both ends meet!’

26th October—Sunday

We woke up in Port Melbourne. It is dull and cloudy morning. After breakfast 
we took a taxi to the zoological gardens. We passed the railway station. ‘More 
people pass through the gates of this station at its peak period than those of any 
other in the world. It is claimed to be the busiest railway station in the world,’ 
said the taxi driver. We drove on.

While passing a massive and imposing edifice the driver remarked, ‘It is the gas 
house.’ ‘Gas house?’ I thought I had not quite got him. ‘Gas house, otherwise 
known as the Parliament House of the State of Victoria,’ replied the driver.

Of short distance ahead he pointed to the left and said, ‘This is known as the 
white elephant, though officially they call it the Exhibition’. After a lovely drive 
through parks and avenues, the taxi pulled up at the gates of the zoo.

It was a real treat for Atul and Dhimant. Of all the animals, the monkeys 
appeared to intrigue them most. What enchanted us were the beds after beds of 
beautiful roses large as lotuses. We spent the better part of the forenoon there, 
and returned to the boat to be just in time for the trip to the ranges.

While going to the bus we met Dullabh Mistri’s son Shanti, who was looking for 
us on the boat. We told him that we were booked for a trip to the Ranges, and he 
readily joined us. We drove through the beautiful suburbs consisting of small 
bungalows artistically set amidst beautiful gardens. We came into the orchard 
country and what the Australians call the ‘bush’. We stopped at a farm with a 
little tea shop. Leela, Atul Dhimant and two Shantilals had ice-creams while I 
feasted on milk-shake to my stomach’s content! We bought four pounds of really 
first class Granny Smith apples. When I pointed at the apples and told the stall 
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keeper that I wanted four pounds of those, he looked at me as if I did not know, 
and said, ‘They are the most expensive of the lot, they are 1/6 a pound. ‘It is 
alright. They will do me.’ I replied.

After a stop of twenty minutes, we boarded the bus and continued the journey. 
After passing through a few miles of orchard country our bus started climbing 
up the Dandenong ranges. We drove through a beautiful forest of tall trees 
plumed with ferns and flowers. We went to the top of the hill. The place was 
crowded by trippers and picnickers who had come from Melbourne to wash off 
their blues. After half an hour of landscape gazing we descended on the plane. 
Coming down we passed through a dreamland of ferns protected by stringiest 
laws from human degradation.

We passed tail-waggers club. Anybody who wants give a holiday to his animals 
or pets has just to write to the club, and they collect them and give them really 
good time and rest. I wish the example would be copied everywhere. We 
returned to the ship. Shanti Mistry had a real Indian meal of chapatis, rice, dhal 
and curries with us after which he returned to his lodgings.

27th October—Monday

We went to Mayer’s Emporium in Bourke St. to do our shopping. Whatever 
cash we had with us disappeared quickly and Leela put a veto on any further 
purchase! Upon return to our cabin Leela delivered me a curt lecture on economy 
and announced that from henceforth she is going to have complete control of 
the house.

Though the quantity and quality of the food on the ship has not sunk to the 
austerity level, it is quite evident that the halcyon days of British guzzling are 
now over. By arrangement with the purser we are having Indian vegetarian 
lunches and dinners in our cabin.

28th October—Tuesday

We went to Melbourne by train, and looked around. We ultimately landed in the 
art gallery. There is a good collection of old English Masters but it was already 
late and children were feeling tired. So after a hurried round we returned to the 
ship.

29th October—Wednesday

The passengers are distantly polite to one another. The social life has not yet 
begun. The weather is cold, cloudy and a bit depressing.
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The Indian crew on this boat is mostly from the Portuguese territories of Damau 
and Goa. This was a puzzle to me as to why a die-hard British concern like the 
P&O should go all the way to Portuguese territories when there is so much 
manpower available within the Commonwealth itself. I tried to find out the 
terms on which labour is employed on this boat. The highest monthly basic 
wage is thirty-six rupees and the lowest is fourteen. Of course, they are paid 
a cost of living allowance. When totalled up, as one of the crew told me, he 
gets five wages a month meaning thereby that he was getting four times his 
basic wage in cost of living allowance! They have to bring their own uniforms. 
They don’t get a holiday on full pay. And what’s more, it is the sine qua-non of 
employment that they should not belong to any union. Indians of Damau and 
Goa being the political orphans of the world, no body—occupational, national, 
or international—questions the labour policy of this influential concern. It 
is a surprise to me that the Seamen’s and dock workers’ unions of India and 
Australia have not taken up this matter.

9th November—Sunday

This morning there were two remembrance services going on side by side—
one in the lounge and one in the smoking room. Both were worshipping the 
same God, believing in the same prophet and remembering and praying for 
the same dead who lost their lives in the two world wars. And yet they could 
not sit together and join in the prayer! People who stand shoulder to shoulder 
in the business of killing their own fellow beings in wars and hob nob over a 
glass of whisky find it impossible to sit together in the worship of their Creator. 
How cheerfully Satan’s followers unite while those of God always quarrel and 
wrangle among themselves!

Mr. Frisk who is going to attend the family planning conference in Bombay 
as an Australian delegate came and told me that Shroff wants to take a photo 
of Atul and Dhimant but feels too shy to ask my permission! I told him that if 
Shroff wanted to snap them, he was welcome to it.

We shall be crossing the equator tonight at twenty minutes past midnight. 
Neither the children nor Leela seem to be very much interested in the event. All 
that interests them is the fact that we are getting nearer and nearer to Colombo.

98: Divide and Rule, 15 December 1954

It cannot be denied that in the present socially and politically perturbed world, 
Fiji is perhaps the only country where the social and political waters are placid 
and calm. Where else in the world can be found a place where the relations 
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between the rulers and the ruled, between capital and labour, or between the 
native and the immigrant races, are as harmonious and cordial as they are in 
Fiji? This happy position which should in fact provide satisfaction all round has 
actually resulted in giving headaches to the diehard imperialists who feel the 
ground slipping under their feet. Some of them have been persistently making 
frantic efforts for the last fifteen years to churn up racial hatred and bring about 
a conflict between Fijians and Indians. It stands to the credit of the members of 
both these races that they can see through the sinister designs of these mischief-
makers and do not allow themselves to become tools in their hands. Ironical 
as it may seem, the more these diehards indulge in the propaganda of fanning 
hatred between Fijians and Indians, the closer the two communities come in the 
realization of the common danger. In their solicitude for their common welfare, 
both the races are becoming more considerate, both in utterance and action, 
towards each other than before.

The old bind of the policy of divide-and-rule, through its long over-use, has 
become so worn out and thin that anybody with a modicum of sense can see 
through it. Both Fijians and Indians realize that destiny has cast their lots 
together, for better or for worse, in this lovely land which is after all their 
land of birth, and it will be in their mutual interest to strive for making their 
common lot for the better and prevent it from being for the worse. Whatever 
the propagandists may think, the Fijians and Indians consider their persons 
and property as valuable as those of their European compatriots and under no 
circumstances are they going to offer their skulls to be broken, or their properties 
turned into bonfire by one another as a benefit performance for the delight of 
the diehard propagandists.

Do these propagandists ever stop to realize that the arguments they use to incite 
the Fijians against the Indians are in the nature of a boomerang with a tendency 
to recoil on themselves? For instance, when they talk of ‘land grabbers,’ the 
Fijians very well know who have completely gobbled up half a million acres of 
the best Fijian lands for almost a song. They know who fooled their fathers into 
selling hundreds of acres of their very best lands in return for a box of matches, 
a bottle of liquor, a musket or a piece of cloth? If the Fijians have only second 
best lands left for their own use, they very well know who licked the cream off 
their milk. 

From this left over of their ancestral inheritance, they have reserved first rate 
land for their own use and rented out the surplus to the Indians through a 
board of trustees, of which the Governor himself is the president. When 
the propagandists talk of the exploitation of the Fijians’ lands, the Fijians 
immediately think of the gold mines and all the gold taken out therefrom every 
year without payment of a single cent to the Fijian owners of the land. When 
they talk about the increase of the Indian population, their minds naturally 
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turn to the great epidemic of measles which almost wiped out their numbers, 
and they also know who brought that catastrophe on their race. Even after 
three-quarters of a century, they have not been able to make up for the loss 
caused by that epidemic, and they know who are responsible for it. When 
these propagandists try to run the Indians down in the eyes of the Fijians, they 
overlook the patent fact that they and their forbears were responsible for the 
introduction of Indians in this Colony. The government of the day only did what 
the European planters asked them to do. If the Indians are such bad people as 
these diehards try to make them out, the guilt of introducing these people into 
Fiji lies squarely on the greedy shoulders of the European masters, who placed 
orders with the government for the importation of these labourers. In these days 
of fundamental rights of human beings the Fijian knows who denies him those 
rights and keeps him behind.

99: Fijians and Fijians, 29 January 1954

On Tuesday last, Australia celebrated her National Day and India observed the 
Republic Day with due solemnity. By a happy coincidence this year, the Indian 
Republic Day fell on the Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, the first 
cultural ambassador of India who went abroad to preach to a thirsty world the 
great truths of Vedanta, the quintessence of philosophic knowledge.

Both the members of the Commonwealth, Australia and India, celebrated the 
occasion with the pomp and circumstance it deserved. And as is usual all over 
the world, the nationals of the globe also joined in the celebrations inviting the 
local people to share in their rejoicings. And the official representatives of these 
countries in foreign lands naturally observed the day, too, and in the capitals 
of countries like U.S.A. and Russia, the heads of state and other leading figures 
joined in the celebrations and expressed the good wishes of their countries.

But Fiji is slightly different. Here we have some people who squeal over such 
an occasion. Or rather, we have a journal that cannot resist the temptation to 
use the occasion for its favourite pastime of trying to create discord between 
different sections of the loyal citizens of the Colony. A non-Fijian journal, 
writing about the celebration of the Indian Republic Day at Suva arranged by 
the Commissioner for the Government of India in Fiji, asks with uncontrollable 
indignation, ‘why it should be thought necessary or even advisable to hold a 
flag-hoisting ceremony (complete with distribution of sweets for children) at 
Suva on that day?’ And why not, any unprejudiced party might be tempted to 
ask these frogs in the well in reply?
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Fortunately for the world, the paper admits that ‘no thinking non-Indians in 
Fiji resent or question the right of the Indian people in the Colony to look to 
their motherland as the source of Indian heritage of culture.’ Thanks for little 
mercies.

To what then is the objection? Perhaps another sentence in the article gives the 
clue. Referring to the recent speech of the Commissioner for the Government of 
India in Fiji, Dr NV Rajkumar, at Ba, the paper suggests, the Commissioner should 
leave the indigenous Fijian people out of his discourses. So it is the fear that 
Fijians of Indian origin and Fijians of indigenous origin are likely to fraternise 
on such occasions, that is at the root of the whole thing. But these Fijians and 
Fijians have many things in common: they all suffer the same disabilities; they 
have the same aspirations and hopes, they have the same warm heart under their 
black skins. But it is too late in the day for such vile attempts at creating discord 
and ill-will to hope to succeed. Yet it is a pity that such attempts are still made, 
and that such attempts are tolerated.

‘If Fijian comments, written and verbal, are representative,’ concludes the 
paper, ‘the Fijian people, like a number of others, are not favourably impressed 
by the prospectus of celebrations on the occasion of India’s parting company 
with the British Crown.’ If the sample that found publication in the paper on 
the day before over the nom-de-plume, ‘Plain Speaking,’ is the specimen of the 
wide generalization, none is going to be convinced. So long as these anonymous 
writers do not have the courage to reveal their identity, few people will be taken 
in by these ‘manufactured opinions.’ The columns of our Fijian section reveal a 
different story, a more heartening story of fraternity of the people of the land to 
their brethren of Indian origin. The plenitude of wisdom that finds expression 
in the concluding part of the sentence that Republic Day is the occasion of 
India’s parting company with the British Crown, is quite in keeping with the 
rest of the piece.

100: Segregation Stands Condemned, 11June1954

The Supreme Court of the United States of America has, in the course of its 
existence of 162 years, pronounced many important judgments. But none of 
them was, perhaps, of more consequence to the U.S.A. and the world in general 
than the recent one declaring segregation to be unconstitutional.

The question of the segregation of the Whites and the Negroes in the public 
schools came before the Court in cases from five states. In one judgment covering 
all these, the Court has unanimously pronounced its opinion in a forthright 
manner.
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In a world which once had deep respect and regard for America as the country 
of liberty, equality and fraternity, this firm expression of the idea of the equality 
of man as the underlying basis of the American Constitution, will go far towards 
restoring her waning prestige. The red-baiting, which McCarthy has taken to 
fantastic extremes, has created doubts in the minds of thinking men all over the 
world about the existence of liberty in America. And the segregation of Negroes 
in different states was a blot against the professed principle of the equality of 
man.

This momentous judgment will affect the lives of more than 10 million school 
children in the U.S.A. And it will have a healthy reaction in the lives of more 
millions all over the world.

Let us hope that the principle upheld in this will be noted. For segregation of a 
kind is practiced in our educational and other institutions. Separate schools are 
run for the three main racial groups in the Colony. Whatever might have been 
the justification for it at some time in the past, everyone will have to admit that 
it prevents today the growth of a harmonious community is this Colony with a 
common outlook on life in an atmosphere of freedom and equality.

And in the ‘higher’ (!) stages of education, for which the Colony provides 
facilities, i.e. secondary education, the system of segregation now practised has 
another serious disadvantage as well. When public funds are utilised for starting 
and running separate schools for each of the three major races, there is a waste 
of human energy and precious money involved, institutions on which large 
funds are spent become more show-pieces if all the available accommodation 
is not utilised. If students of one community are not forthcoming, in sufficient 
numbers, it must be available to benefit those who are eager for it. And certainly 
the healthy influence of open competition and of rubbing shoulders with friends 
of differing races will help to raise the general attainment of all groups.

The plea may perhaps be trotted out that ‘equal’ but ‘separate’ facilities are 
provided for all the racial groups here. When one remembers that one institution 
for a community of 6,000, and an ‘equal’ number for another of 16,000, constitute 
‘equal’ facilities, one can realise the hollowness of the plea. But even this myth 
of ‘equal’ but ‘separate’ facilities has been exploded by the Supreme Court 
judgment, when it proclaims, ‘in the field of public education the doctrine of 
“Separate and Equal” has no place.’ Separate educational facilities are inherently 
‘Unequal’. The sooner we recognise that segregation stands condemned, the 
better it will be for the progress of our country and peace in the world.
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101:A Bogey Laid, 30 July 1954

For long it has been a fashion in Fiji, among some publicists, to raise the bogey 
of over-population threatening our Colony. They used to blame it all on one 
particular section of the people here, almost alleging that it was a sort of 
conspiracy on their part to multiply so fast and swamp the other sections of 
the population and bring down the standard of living. This, no doubt, gave an 
indication of the prejudice which was the real source of their propaganda.

No false modesty prevents us from starting that ours used to be the lone voice 
that would not concede that our Colony is overpopulated or threatened with 
overpopulation in the foreseeable future. We have never been tired of stressing 
that our problem is not overpopulation but under-development. And we have 
expressed the need for assessing the economic and other potentialities of the 
Colony and developing them on a rational and planned basis. Now our position 
has been vindicated,  and by no less an authority than the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies.

Our readers may remember that among the resolutions passed by the last LegCo, 
in its closing sessions was one on this subject. Everyone was clear about the real 
subject of the resolution, which was this threat of over-population. As passed 
by the Council it urged that a ‘Commission of Enquiry from the United Kingdom 
be appointed forthwith to enquire into the advise as to what steps should be 
taken to ensure that this Colony will not suffer from over-population to the 
detriment of the standard of living of all races in the Colony.’

As the Governor wrote to the Secretary of State for Colonies in forwarding 
this resolution, ‘the proponents of the resolution felt that the necessary wide, 
independent and authoritative knowledge and experience is not to be found 
locally for the purpose.’ This has been more than conceded by the Secretary of 
State. For his reply wonders at the wisdom of the step suggested and questions 
the advantages of such a Commission at this stage. In fact one should think that 
his reply should lay the bogey of over-population in Fiji, if not for all time, at 
least for a long time to come. The resolution requested the appointment of a 
Commission of Enquiry from U.K. And, for very weighty reasons, the Secretary 
of State has turned down this request.

The main reason is this: For any such enquiry to be useful, sufficient basic data 
should be available for the expert committee or Commission to do [work] upon. 
And these are not available here. As Mr. Oliver Lyttleton11 says, ‘There are at 
present so many unknown factors, such as the mineral potential, the forestry 

11 (1893-1972); a businessman and Conservative politician appointed Secretary of State for the Colonies 
after the 1951 elections.
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potential, the soil and ecology of the interior, and the basic data as to the 
development of hydro-electric power for such missions to work upon and form 
definite conclusions.’ Unless basic investigations have been carried out before-
hand, the value of the recommendations of a Commission, however expert, 
depends upon the outcome of further enquiries, and these, when completed 
have often revealed that the Commission’s recommendations cannot be carried 
out because the assumptions on which they were founded were incorrect. 

‘The immediate need, therefore,’ the reply concludes ‘is for detailed surveys to 
supply the basic information about the economic potentialities of the Colony 
and that these should be carried out before consideration can usefully be given 
to the appointment of a more general Commission of Enquiry.’

Perhaps the Secretary of State had in mind something more than the resolution 
communicated to him when he says in his reply to the Governor, ‘I also recognise 
the responsibility resting upon the Government of Fiji and Her Majesty’s 
Government to ensure that the development of the Colony proceeds upon the 
right lines, so that its inhabitants of all races may live together in harmony and 
prosperity and with confidence in the future.’

Perhaps those who used to raise the bogey of over-population and try to create 
discord among the loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen in this Colony, 
will mark these words. It is to be hoped, in any case, that the bogey of over-
population in Fiji has been laid to rest once and for all by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies.

102: With Malice Aforethought,12 2 September 
1955

Amongst the Bills that will be presented at this session of the Legislative Council 
is a Bill professing to make provision for certain control of companies and 
societies formed for the purposes of promoting commerce, art, science, religion, 
charity, or any other useful of social object or the like. In fact, this is a Bill which 
shows malice against certain countries of the British Commonwealth and certain 
religious missions. The countries discriminated against are India, Pakistan, 
Ceylon and all the Crown Colonies and Dominions except Fiji, the United 

12 The Bill was brought before the Council by KS Reddy to try and prevent the Ramakrishna Mission from 
claiming any rights to property acquired by the Sangam. Sangam was operating within the ambit of the 
Mission with lack of clarity about who owned what property. The dispute was resolved when the management 
of the Sri Vivekananda High School was passed on to the Mission and Sangam operated schools under its own 
name.
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Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. Amongst the missions which 
are discriminated against are the Roman Catholic Mission and the Ramakrishna 
Mission, both bodies of international eminence and standing.

There is already adequate provision under the Companies Ordinance for the 
proper control and management of companies and societies incorporated 
under Section 22 of the Companies Ordinance of 1913 and of Section 19 of the 
Companies Ordinance Cap. 170 of the laws of Fiji. If such a society or company 
wishes to amalgamate with any other person or body it can do so with the 
consent of its members, of its creditors and of the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court openly hears the case and arrives at a proper adjudication. This Bill seeks 
to vest powers in the Governor-in-Council whose deliberations and meetings are 
held in strict secrecy and who is not bound to give any reasons for his decisions. 
The societies or companies are prevented from vesting any property even by 
way of lien, charge or encumbrance of any nature whatsoever, in any person, 
firm or corporation or association which is controlled from any country other 
than Fiji, United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand or Australia. And ‘controlled’ 
under this Bill means controlled in any manner whatsoever, wholly or partially 
and even as to a matter which is not of substance. 

If this Bill is enacted into law, it will raise a presumption that any institution, 
association or body, however eminent and respectable which has its headquarters 
in any country other than Fiji, U.K., Canada, New Zealand and Australia, is 
presumed to be undesirable for the purposes of this Bill unless and until the 
Governor-in-Council declares it to be desirable. If the Then India Sanmarga Ikya 
Sangam, which is expressly mentioned in the objects and reasons of the Bill 
were to vest any of its property in the Methodist Mission, or the Church of 
England or the Seventh Day Adventists or the London Missionary Societies, 
it will not come under this Bill; but if it wishes to vest the same in the Roman 
Catholic Mission or the Ramakrishna Mission, it will have to be first approved 
by the Governor-in-Council. 

This amounts to a gross discrimination against two important missions existing 
in this country. And this discrimination and indignity is sought to be imposed 
upon them for no other reason than that the headquarters of one happens to be 
at the Vatican in Rome and of the other happens to be at Belur Math in India. 
By implication this Bill is creating a presumption that any person, association 
or body controlled from U.K. Canada, Australia and New Zealand, however 
disreputable and undesirable is presumed to be desirable for the purposes of this 
Bill and is not subject to the control of the Governor-in-Council. On the other 
hand, a person, body or association from other parts of the Commonwealth and 
even friendly countries like the U.S.A., France and Italy—even the UNESCO—
are presumed to be undesirable unless and until the Governor in Council declares 
otherwise. Such a discrimination is uncalled for and is likely to create problems 



A Vision for Change Speeches and Writings of AD Patel, 1929-1969 

322

of international magnitude. Government of Fiji is controlled by the Imperial 
Government from London and for any legislation passed by this Colony, the 
U.K. will naturally be held responsible in the Councils of Nations. The U.K. is 
pledged to respect the freedom of religions and to mete out equal treatment to 
all members of the Commonwealth in the Colonies. This Bill if enacted into law 
will amount to a breach of both those sacred pledges. 

This is a private Bill sponsored by Mr. KS Reddy, one of the Indian nominated 
members, and if he was candid enough in his statement of the objects and 
reasons of the Bill, it would have read something like this: ‘This is a private 
Bill, the object of which is to satisfy a private grudge which Mr. Reddy has 
towards Then India Sanmarga Ikya Sangam and the Ramakrishna Mission.’ In 
order to gain the support of the unofficial European and Fijian members of the 
Legislative Council, a sop is thrown in the form of an exemption from control 
of such bodies as the Methodist Mission and the Church of England and such 
other bodies from U.K., Australia, Canada and New Zealand. Mr. KS Reddy, who 
is by birth an Indian and by religion a Hindu, ironically enough sponsors a Bill 
which discriminates against his own race and religion. 

The reason for such surprising behaviour is notorious. He first tried to throw 
dust in the eyes of the South Indian community as regards the activities of the 
Sangam and the Ramakrishna Mission, but he could not succeed. It remains to be 
seen how far he will succeed in his attacks in the Legislative Council. If this Bill 
goes through it will create a precedent for the members of the Legislative Council 
to bring bills which seek to satisfy their private malice by imposing restraints 
and heaping indignities on persons or bodies which are not represented in the 
Legislative Council and against whom they have got private grudge.

103: Why Access to Books? 23 September 1955

There is a clear acknowledgement all over the world that we should not teach 
the people to read and then leave them without literature. For they would then 
certainly relapse into a dreary and ultimately dangerous state of half-education, in 
which they would be easily satisfied by the crude semi-pictorial approximations 
of the strip cartoon and by the abundant supply of degenerate literature which 
destroys, rather than promotes, the capacity to face the problems of the world 
with skill and courage.

Mr. C Harvey, Director of Agriculture, in his address at Nadi [at the Sri 
Vivekananda High School] the other day, warned the students about reading 
comics, for in the absence of any regular library service, the youths are likely to 
go in for such undesirable literature and get morbid satisfaction.
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It is the duty of the State to provide and assist in the provision of books to 
inform, instruct and entertain the men, women and children of the country by 
running State Public Libraries with liberal grant-in-aid fellowship, and other 
inducements.

In the brochure, ‘Access to Books,’ which explains an aspect of the UNESCO 
programme for fundamental adult education, it is stated:

In communities where there is no flow of appropriate reading material 
and no stimulus to write, literacy itself may have little significance. 
Experience shows that in such areas individuals who are taught to read 
and write frequently relapse into illiteracy unless progress in literacy 
is accompanied by progress in other fields, particularly in the material 
means of communication. The wisdom and the patient service of the 
school teachers must be supplemented when the students have left 
their schools by liberal provision of means such as public libraries 
for self-education of those whose ambitions and interests having been 
stimulated, are active forces in the development of the individual and of 
society. The pains of ignorance and cultural isolation are not felt until 
a taste for reading has been stimulated, until the desire is born to enter 
the world community of ideas and action for which books are a service 
and a symbol.

We have quoted extensively to show that the provision of public libraries 
is necessary both to prevent undesirable acquisitions and to foster self-
improvement. All progressive countries have accepted this and are developing 
public library service as a means for self-education for the citizens to enable 
them to keep abreast of progress in all fields of knowledge and help them to 
be better social and political citizens of their country, to be more efficient in 
their day-to-day activities, to develop their creative capacities and powers of 
appreciation in arts and letters, to assist the advancement of knowledge and use 
of their leisure time to promote personal happiness and social well being.

But where are we? We had also thought of a library scheme during the war-time 
when we, like the people in other countries, were full of good intentions and 
pious resolutions. We invited a library expert from New Zealand in 1944 and he 
drew up a small scheme. As one of the leading thinkers of the Colony said, it was 
a fine report; it has not found a place even in the new educational dispensation.

The politicians, who are more for ballot boxes, may not be very much interested 
in any library plan for it cannot bring in more votes. And here also the 
government is not for it for the legislators do not demand it. The social workers 
and thinkers in the Colony who have been noticing the increasing larrikinism, 
recklessness, drink and other evils, do want some social activity, especially to 
attract the young and wean them away from the perils that threaten them.
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‘It is not enough to wait to establish libraries until a ‘need’ has become 
expressive,’ says the same UNESCO brochure. Barrister AD Patel expressed the 
same idea when he said that one does not wait for hunger before one begins to 
cook.13 And so a beginning for a public library service has to be made, although 
demand may not have come from the public. 

‘UNESCO know well enough that libraries cannot achieve their objectives 
without support form Governments and educational authorities,’ says the 
same pamphlet. What is our government’s policy? Says the Acting Director of 
Education in the course of a message sent on the Library Day of the Ramakrishna 
Library early last July, ‘The extension of library facilities in Fiji is, from the 
educational point of view, most important in the furthering of culture and 
progress in this Colony.’

It is a clear statement, forthright and unambiguous. All we want is that this 
should be implemented. There should be a positive and helpful approach, a 
progressive policy of assisting, promoting and even floating public libraries 
throughout the Colony by liberal grant-in-aid, fellowships and other means. 
The sooner a beginning is made in this, the better it is for the future of Fiji.

104: First Things Last? 14 October 1955

‘Members would make themselves look foolish if they materially added to the 
plan,’ the Acting Colonial Secretary is said to have remarked, according to the 
report released through the P.R.O.[Public Relations Office], in the course of the 
discussion on the Education Plan in the recent session of the Legco. From the 
trend of discussion, it almost looks as if the members took this exhortation 
most seriously: they did not appear to be in the least inclined to suggest even 
essential addition, perhaps for fear of appearing foolish!

About 12,000 to 15,000 children of school going age are going without education, 
it was even officially admitted. But how is this problem to be solved? What does 
the debate reveal? There is the pious hope that ‘to improve primary education, 
we must get teachers of the right quality, and we hope to get them by improving 
secondary education,’ which the Acting Director of Education expressed at the 
conclusion of the debate. There was also reference to ‘Pressure Cooker’ courses 
under consideration for recognized teachers.

13 This he said in response to SB Patel’s view, expressed on 29 July 1955, that library service may be 
‘premature’ for Fiji. In the 1950s, Patel with Swami Rudrananda established a library at the Ramakrishna 
Mission in Nadi and had a mobile service, called ‘Gynan Ratha’ for the rural areas. A full library service for 
Fiji was established in the 1960s, with the Western Regional Library opened on 20 November1964, when AD 
Patel was Member for Social Services. Patel was appointed to the newly formed Library Enquiry Committee 
on 26 September 1957 whose other members were Director of Education (Chair), RA Derrick, LD McOwan, CH 
Miller, Semesa Sikivou, Uday Vir Singh, J Hackett, and AL Parke.
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It was heartening to learn from the Acting Director of Education that there were 
already 22 inter-racial schools in the Colony. This certainly is a trend in the right 
direction. And the earlier the Department can claim that all the schools in the 
Colony are inter-racial schools, the better it will be for the future of the Colony, 
which is inter-racial and which must remain inter-racial.

When finalising a plan of education development for the next five years the case 
of thousands of children, who are obliged to go without even primary education, 
cannot be left out with impunity. Consideration must be given also to the fact that all 
over the civilised world, primary education is expected to be free and compulsory.

We do admit that it is not possible to set things right overnight, as by magic. But 
we do assert, as we have done in these columns before, that an enlightened state 
should recognise its primary obligations to its citizens. And the provision of free and 
compulsory education is the first of these. In planning and working for the discharge 
of this duty, the responsibilities and obligations arising out of it, must be boldly 
faced. It is not wise either to shut one’s eyes to facts or to put first things last.

The Senior Indian Member, Pt Vishnu Deo, has, we are happy to say, boldly 
stated the viewpoint in this matter of all the thinking citizens of this Colony, 
when he told the Council ‘that if needed to promote the educational plan, taxes 
must be levied, but they should be imposed equitably.’

This forthright statement should be considered as the undertaking given by 
the whole community, not merely by the Indian voters whom Pt Vishnu Deo so 
ably represents in the Council, but also all the Indians in the Colony who have 
already shown their keenness in the matter of education by their pioneering 
work in providing educational facilities for their children.

The state must step in at least now and see that the Colony’s resources in men and 
material are so used that fundamental and primary obligations of the state are 
discharged. The provision of free primary education to all the children is the first of 
these, especially when responsible public opinion has expressed itself clearly to the 
effect that the necessary financial resources must be found by levying fresh taxes, if 
necessary, there is no excuse whatever for putting first things last.

105: A University College for the South Pacific,14 
26 April 1956
‘The South Pacific Commission was created some nine years ago,’ said His 
Excellency Sir Ronald Garvey, Governor of Fiji, in his address inaugurating 
the conference, ‘as an organ of international co-operation for the purpose of 

14 See also CC Aikman, ‘The University of the South Pacific,’ Fiji Society vol. 13 (1974), 7-17. 
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promoting the economic and social welfare and advancement of the peoples of 
the island territories’ in the South Pacific Region. What the Commission has 
been able to achieve during the period of its existence with the assistance of the 
two auxiliary bodies, the Research Council and the South Pacific Conference, 
speaks for itself about the success of the international co-operation in the field 
of economic and social development.

The place of education in any scheme of social and economic development is 
supreme. No scheme of economic development based on the highest expert 
basis can succeed if the human material is unable to work it for want of the 
education necessary. And rightly is the stress laid first and foremost on the 
primary education and on social education.

It is proper that the Commission’s attention has so far been devoted to these 
aspects of education in the territories. A pilot library service, with the assistance 
and help that UNESCO has given to similar projects in India, Venezuela and 
other countries, may also be considered for these territories for the further self-
education of the people who have left schooling. The SPC project may be a 
model for other insular territories like ours.

But it is time that due thought is also given to education at the secondary 
and post-secondary or collegiate levels. For wise and competent indigenous 
leadership, essential for the solution of the problems facing the territories and 
the general advancement of their own communities, can come only with such 
educational facilities. As for secondary education some provision is at present 
being made by the territories themselves with the initiative of the missionary 
bodies. But at the University level the present position is not at all satisfactory. 
The Commission should take the initiative in the starting of a University College 
for the benefit of the three million inhabitants of the territories.

An institution of this type should be a joint endeavour of the six metropolitan 
Governments of Australia, France, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom and the United States. To begin with, it may be affiliated to and 
associated with universities abroad—in the United Kingdom or the United 
States. But in course of time, it could develop into a University with different 
departments. And when that takes place, the different departments could work 
in close co-operation with or even take over the work of the Research Council 
of the South Pacific Commission. That no doubt can be a development only for 
the distant future. But a beginning can be made by the starting of a University 
College in the South Pacific for the benefit of all the territories here.

The problem of financing such a scheme, the details of the governing body, 
the subjects provided—all these and other problems can well be tackled with 
success once the idea is approved. Meeting as it does in Fiji, the Third South 
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Pacific Conference may naturally feel that the location of such an institution 
should be in Fiji. Many of the reasons which His Excellency gave for the 
Commission’s choice of Fiji for the venue of this conference may well be the 
overriding considerations here—most of all the question of accessibility at 
reasonable cost. This and the educational development that has taken place in 
Fiji in recent years may perhaps form the overriding factors.

The South Pacific Conference, we hope, will give thought to this question of 
a University College for the South Pacific run by the territories for the special 
benefit of their people.

106: Invite the United Nations, 2 August 1956

We are amused to read an article in the June issue of the Pacific Islands Monthly 
under the heading ‘U.N.O. on Indian Education in Fiji.’ In his attempt to make 
the dark picture of Indian and Fijian education look bright, the writer has 
attempted to give it a glow of false colours by citing figures of expenditure on 
several thousand Indian and Fijian children and comparing it with the amount 
spent on a few hundred European boys and girls. To cut the argument short, 
why not let the Indian and Fijian children go to the Boys and Girls Grammar 
Schools in Suva, and let the European children enjoy the use of Government 
Indian schools at Samabula and Vatuwaqa for a change?

The writer complains that ‘Any survey of educational expenditure in Fiji, 
particularly when considered in conjunction with taxation paid per head of 
population, suggests that any racial discrimination made in Fiji in connection 
with education is directed against the Europeans.’ One has yet to find a territory 
where the British keep the Europeans educationally backward and give better 
facilities to indigenous people. Such a Colony simply does not exist on this 
planet.

As to the taxation, the bulk of the revenue of the Colonial Government is 
derived from Customs and Excise Duties, License Fees and Income Tax. The 
import trade, local production of excisable articles and wholesale and retail 
trade within the Colony, generally, are largely in the hands of a few European 
individuals and European-owned companies. The greater part of Customs and 
Excise Duties, License Fees, etc, is therefore, received by Revenue Collectors 
from these small number of European companies and individuals. 

This does not mean that all the taxes paid into the Treasury by these Europeans 
fall on the European population. The real incidence of taxes falls on the 
consumers, the great majority of whom are Indians and Fijians. Out of a total 
estimated population of 345,000 in the Colony, 166,000 are Indians and 147,000 
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Fijians and only 17,000 Europeans and Part-Europeans. As to the Income Tax 
and other direct taxes, most of the Indian and Fijian taxpayers, being primary 
producers, pay their taxes from the new wealth which they create, while the 
European taxpayers pay theirs from the money which they have taken from the 
pockets of the Indians and Fijians by way of profits and rents.

Would it not be better to invite the United Nations to send a Commission 
consisting of representatives from such neutral countries as for instance, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Ceylon and Indonesia, to come and see for themselves 
whether the Europeans are racially discriminated against, as the article in the 
Pacific Islands Monthly complains of the two races, viz. Fijians and Indians, 
which have a permanent stake in this Colony, are deliberately and with a set 
purpose, kept educationally and politically backward?

107: On Sadhu Kuppuswami, 9 August 1956

The sudden demise of Sadhu Kuppuswami, President of the Then India Sanmarga 
Ikya Sangam, removes from our midst a yogi and silent, selfless public worker 
of this Colony.15 Sadhuji was one of those few who renounced everything and 
dedicated their lives to accomplish something good and great for those who 
had chosen this Colony as the country of adoption. Sadhu Kuppuswami came 
to this Colony in 1912 under the indenture system but his noble spirit longed 
for freedom. Freedom, to him, lay in dedicating himself to the service of others.

In the dark days of indenture and the hard days that followed, the Indian 
community lacked facilities for educating their children. Sadhuji felt the 
need for an organization for the educational and cultural advancement of the 
backward community. More than that, he felt the urgent need for the spiritual 
regeneration of the Indians almost cut off from their moorings.

The service ideals of Swami Vivekananda fascinated the Sadhu. He organized the 
birthday celebration of Swami Vivekananda. Immediately after the celebration 
the Sangam was founded in 1926. Since then he had been its President except for 
one or two years. He had to undergo all [kinds of] troubles that generally fall to 
the lot of a pioneer. In those days when there was no transport, he would walk 
from district to district to gather support for the Sangam. No distance was too 
long for him to walk. No track was rough for him to tread. No door was barred 
against him. Going from door-to-door he brought the people message of hope, 
peace and good will. His meek unaffected grace brought solace to hundreds of 

15 AD Patel called the Sadhu the greatest Indian in the history of Fiji. See also Brij V Lal, ‘Swami Kuppuswami: 
Cultural Leader,’ in Stewart Firth and Daryl Tarte (eds), 20th Century Fiji: People who shaped this nation (Suva: 
University of the South Pacific, 2001), 86.
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his fellowmen. His smile expressed a parent’s warmth. Thus the ‘Father of the 
Sangam’ carved for himself a niche in the heart of all by his Gandhian simplicity, 
saintly life, and selfless, silent work in the Colony for over three decades.

Sadhu Kuppuswami was a great devotee of Sri Ramakrishna. The Sangam he 
founded in 1926 was not an institution for political power. Sadhuji’s noble mind 
could never think of low material ends. He wanted this society to be a religious 
and cultural organization. No wonder then that he wanted the Ramakrishna 
Mission to be founded here, and he knew that it would be the guide and 
guardian to the institution he had founded. It was Sadhuji who was responsible 
for bringing Swami Avinasananda and Swami Rudrananda to guide the activities 
of the Sangam. In the course of twenty-five years, the Sangam established not 
only a network of schools but temples all over the Colony. Hundreds of educated 
men occupying positions in life today owe a debt of gratitude to the Sangam.

Sadhuji’s high sense of duty was admirable. Even in his failing health he presided 
over the annual general meeting of the Sangam at Lovu. His exhortation to the 
members of the great organization which he founded has universal appeal: ‘The 
organization was founded to establish harmony and love among all sections, 
and the society can survive only if it builds up moral and spiritual energy, and 
eschews all hatred and violence.’ Thus did the great patriot teach. He lived 
hating none but loving all.

In the death of Sadhu Kuppuswami the Indian community has lost a spiritual 
guide, the Ramakrishna Mission an ardent devotee, and the Colony a great 
(karma yogi) selfless worker.

108: Budgeting for Educational Progress, 6 
December 1956

The Colony’s Budget for 1957 is now being discussed by the Legislative Council. 
It would, therefore, be of interest and profit to consider what the budget of a 
State can and should achieve. Is the budget of a State but the statement of the 
annual revenues and expenditures of the year, a profit and loss account and 
balance sheet? A State budget is much more than all these put together. For by 
the fiscal policies underlying the methods of raising the revenue and expending 
these funds, the budget can act as a lever for raising the national income.

In the hands of a wise and far-sighted administration, the budget can effectively 
bring about the economic, social and even political advancement of the State. 
By a slight change in fiscal measures, of import or export duties, new industries 
can be established and fostered, for which there are natural facilities. A little 
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alteration in the fiscal system can—and in a wisely-led country will—alter the 
pattern of the expenditure of the public entirely. Instead of large fractions of the 
national income being spent on unessentials like alcoholic beverages, incentives 
will be provided for the saving of such funds for abiding purposes like housing 
and education and for the formation of capital for industries.

To take but one instance, there is urgent need for providing educational facilities 
for the children in the Colony. It has been admitted on all hands that provision 
of facilities for elementary education to ALL the children is a primary duty of 
the State. And in all advanced and advancing States, such education has been 
made Compulsory and Free.

What is the state of things in Fiji? Is primary education free? No. Is it compulsory? 
Certainly not. The compulsion of circumstances, on the other hand, obliges 
more than ten thousand children to go without any schooling whatever. And 
in the case of those attending schools, no one will pretend that they are getting 
a fair deal. Inadequate buildings, insufficient accommodation and equipment 
and paucity of teaching staff (in some cases, the teacher-pupil ratio is one to 80) 
cannot be considered by any one to be a satisfactory state of affairs. And there 
will be unanimity of opinion in the Legislative Council, as there is outside it, 
that something must be done about this.

What could be done about it? Two essential requirements are school buildings 
and teaching staff. Of these the former is easier to secure: with money made 
available, buildings can be put up. As for the latter, the cost is less—the cost of 
constructing a building is many times the annual cost of running a school there, 
but since it involves trained personnel, this takes more time and is not so easy 
of solution. But both these obstacles can be overcome, as we shall endeavour to 
show.

First, we shall take up the problem of finding adequate teaching staff. A teacher 
must have two essential qualifications—basic academic background and proper 
professional training. In an emergency, it may be necessary to be content with 
one of these: half a loaf is better than none. Provided the academic qualification is 
adequate, professional training could even wait. Thanks largely to the initiative 
and enthusiasm of the missionary bodies and the general public as well as the 
wise guidance of the Director of Education, hundreds of boys and girls are 
now studying in Secondary Schools. And quite a few of these are coming out 
successful with the Overseas School Certificate of Cambridge University or the 
Fiji Junior Certificate. If an attractive grading of salary is fixed for these young 
men and women, with an assured opportunity to complete their professional 
training in due course, the problem of shortage of teachers will be solved. For 
this will draw sufficient young men and women into the teaching profession to 
work in the schools in their neighbourhood.
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Provision of suitable subjects in the Fiji Junior Certificate Course, the shortening 
of the training period from two years in the case of entrants with higher 
qualification, the reduction or abolition of the boarding allowance etc. to trainees 
are other means by which even the present financial and other provisions can be 
made to give a larger number of qualified teachers. Competent mission and other 
agencies may also be able to increase the quantum of ‘teacher supply.’

Next, let us consider the question of finding means of providing the school 
buildings and equipment necessary for the Colony. Once it is recognized that the 
provision of educational facilities for the children is an elementary duty of the 
State, it would be easy for the Government to help missions and local committees 
working in the educational field. The principle should be accepted that when 
a community of people comes forward to provide buildings and equipment for 
a school which it needs, the community should be helped with half the cost of, 
or with an amount of money equal to, what the community itself collects. This 
undertaking on the part of the government will give an impetus for enthusiastic 
local committees to pool their resources for the common welfare.

Can the Government of Fiji honour such a general commitment? Can it find funds 
for meeting half the cost of all the school buildings which may be constructed 
by the people in different parts of the Colony? It may well run to hundreds 
of thousands of pounds per annum. And at first sight it may seem to be an 
impossible task. But it is easily practicable, provided the enthusiasm, initiative 
and the resources of the community are properly tapped.

The cost of building construction is an item of capital expenditure. And the 
current revenue incomes of a State can never meet the needs of all its capital 
expenditure. Even a graduate in economics will admit that such capital 
expenditure may well be met from loans raised by the Government. In this case 
the responsibility of raising the requisite amounts by way of loans may be left 
to the committee concerned. Thus it comes to this: where there is recognized 
need for new school buildings or additional school buildings, the community, 
through the mission or other agency, provides the funds, half as outright 
donation and the other half as loan to the Government. The onus of providing 
educational facilities is thus cast entirely upon the community.

The most precious wealth of any country is the children there. It is the bounden 
duty of the Government and the people of the country to give these children 
the facilities necessary for the development of their personality so that they 
can contribute their best to the progress and prosperity of the Colony. And we 
earnestly trust that the Government authorities and general public, the Members, 
both official and unofficial, will consider the suggestions outlined in the previous 
paragraphs. With but a token grant from the Council and the general approval of 
the principles, the scheme suggested can be given a fair trial. Let the people invest 
all they can in their children’s future. Give them a chance to do this.
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109: Library Service for Fiji, 29 August 1957

It is noteworthy that the British Council is expanding its activities by introducing 
the ‘Book Box Scheme.’ We learn several institutions are taking advantage of 
this service. The High Commission for Government of India in Fiji, it is learnt, 
is also intending to start a similar ‘Book Box Scheme.’ This service will include 
books in Hindustani as well.

Our Government, which has to take up the lead in this service, seems to be 
satisfied with the presentation of some books to the British Council helping its 
Book Box Scheme. The Book Box Scheme has its limitations. There is no choice 
for the reader to cover different subjects. The books are limited in number. This 
scheme is generally intended to serve places not easily reached where a library 
centre with its own personnel will be uneconomic. The time is now ripe for 
implementing the recommendations for the establishment of Library Service 
made by Mr. C.R.H. Taylor as far back as 1944, when he was invited by our 
Government to prepare a scheme for Library Service.

The introductory remarks made by him still hold good and they deserve 
quotation. He says: ‘I feel it incumbent upon me to stress the place of library 
service in the life of any modern community. The ideal of achieving literacy for a 
population fails of its purpose if education ceases after a few years of schooling. 
Unless the adolescent has some means of continuing his development, his gains 
become loss in as much as they engender yearnings that may not be fulfilled. 
And it is clearly uneconomic that an education policy costing perhaps, 100,000 
pounds should be willing to let a very great proportion of its result lie sterile 
or become atrophied as soon as the active school years are passed. For the Fijian 
and the Indian, if their economic, social conditions are to improve, it must be 
mainly through the printed word, and directed not to child at school, but to the 
adult. The habit of reading, properly cultivated, will make better citizens.

Our education budget has gone up ten times the figure mentioned by Mr. Taylor. 
The number of and strength in primary schools has increased considerably. Many 
secondary schools have been established. All these mean that the responsibility 
of the Government is greater still to keep the growing number of literates well 
informed, and on right lines, by the introduction of an all comprehensive 
scheme of library service. Such a scheme should be introduced at the earliest 
possible time. There are certain ways and means for this.

The UNESCO is giving assistance in personnel and expert advice for approved 
library service schemes in member countries. It also offers fellowships to 
local men to get themselves trained to take up the responsibility of running 
these schemes. It recommends to member countries to help such schemes with 
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books and other materials. Through the UNESCO, Book Exchanges have been 
established in almost all countries. And a national library in Fiji can very well 
take advantage of such facilities.

Sometime last year the Government decided to appoint a committee to study 
the present library facilities in Fiji. We appreciate the need for a committee to 
consider the present needs in the background of Mr. Taylor’s report of 1944 and 
suggest a scheme to cover the entire Colony.

We understand the limit to which any Government can undertake this 
responsibility. But Government can, and in a large measure has to, take the 
assistance of local institutions in these matters. The Government can aid these 
institutions by way of grants for buildings, personnel and books; it can allot 
land for the buildings. It can even provide for mobile libraries.

The thirst for books in Fiji has increased considerably as can be seen by the 
growth in books business. It is high time, we feel, that the proposed committee 
is formed and further steps taken for the expansion of the Library Service in 
Fiji.

110: Progress & Custom, 7 November 1957

‘The old order changeth, yielding place to new,’ says the poet [Tennyson], ‘And 
God fulfils Himself in many ways, lest one good custom corrupt another.’ But in 
Fiji, the old order hardly seems to change, however great the need is for change. 
Hence it is refreshing to note in his report on Fijian Administration finance, Mr. 
RS McDougall, C.B.E., a positive recommendation for changing the customs and 
traditions which are now holding back Fijian progress.

Mr. McDougall has seen for himself ‘how the (Fijian) system of land tenure 
discourages development, how some of their customs and traditions encourage 
shiftlessness and how personal initiative is stifled.’ Naturally he feels, as other 
sympathetic observers of the Fiji scene have felt, that these must be changed if 
the Fijians are to make progress in a very competitive world, if their children 
are to be better educated, if they are to enjoy a higher standard of living, and 
above all, if they are to hold their place in a group of islands which are rapidly 
ceasing to be isolated from the world and in which more than one race is living.’

Mr. McDougall naturally suggests that the change from a subsistence to a cash 
economy is essential and should be brought about as early as possible. The 
present policy seems to be to keep sacrosanct any and every custom in the name 
of preserving local traditions, unmindful of their validity in the 20th century. 
Sometimes it looks as if the powers that-be are purposely following such a 
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policy to prevent a section of the Colony’s people from playing their rightful 
part in the Colony’s progress. Anyway the results are astounding. In 1954, as Sir 
Geoffrey Clay, Agricultural Adviser to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
pointed out, while nearly 90 percent of the total land area of the Colony was 
owned by Fijians, only 10 per cent was under cultivation.

Why is the Fijian not able to play his part even in the agricultural section of 
the Colony’s economy? Why is the Fijian not playing the part he can play in the 
other departments of life too? When one pauses and ponders over this, one will 
realise, as McDougall points out, that ‘those who are leading the Fijians at this 
critical time have heavy responsibilities, but great opportunities.’

The earlier the realisation is made by the authorities and action taken to free the 
community from the shackles of unhealthy customs and traditions, the better 
it is for all concerned. In any case the Fijian is growing up. He is seeing what is 
going on in the world around him. And he can understand what is good for him. 
He can understand who are shedding crocodile tears.

111: The Great Irony, 2 July 1959

‘Fiji is and will remain a multi-racial community and the aim of Government 
must be, in all its actions and policies, to strengthen the sense of unity of the 
people of this Colony, to avoid as far as possible anything that will entrench or 
increase racial differences, and to promote all measures that will help people to 
regard themselves not merely as Indians or as Fijians in the narrow sense of the 
word, or as Europeans or Chinese, but as citizens of Fiji—Fijians in the wider 
sense, just as for example people of European, Asiatic and American origin 
living in Jamaica all take a pride of being Jamaicans,’ said Sir Kenneth Maddocks 
in his opening address to the Legislative Council. He also said, ‘I would like to 
see the principle accepted in future development plans that new schools that 
may be built with Government funds or with Government assistance, should be 
multi-racial in character.’ Sir Kenneth Maddocks should be congratulated for 
these very important pronouncements if they are seriously meant and if they are 
intended to be seriously implemented, for they herald a new era in the history 
of this Colony.

Hithertofore, there was a tendency on the part of Government to lay emphasis 
on differences of race and culture and it took measures, in utter disregard of 
the future, to ensure that there was as little contact as possible between the 
different sections of the population. The good humour and friendly relations 
that exist between the different sections of the community are due to the good 
sense of the people who ignore the nefarious propaganda of some reactionary 
elements to divide the people and to keep them divided.
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All right-minded people will readily agree with His Excellency that the people 
of this Colony should not merely regard themselves as Indians or Fijians, or 
Europeans or Chinese, but as citizens of Fiji—Fijians. But there are people in Fiji 
who try to assert that even those Indians, who are born and permanently settled 
in Fiji, have no right to call themselves Fijians! They can only call themselves 
Fiji-born Indians! If Europeans settled in New Zealand and Australia can call 
themselves New Zealanders and Australians, if the European citizens of the 
U.S.A. can call themselves Americans why on earth can Indian, European and 
Chinese citizens of Fiji not call themselves Fijians?

One is rather amazed at the opposition of the Fijian members to the suggestion 
of racially mixed schools on the grounds that it will be detrimental to Fijian 
culture which one of them defined as ‘the sum total of things which go to make 
up their way of life, from the bure to the meke.’ The present Fijian culture 
begins from the time the Fijians embraced Christianity, and their present way of 
life is the outcome of the customs and traditions retrospectively built for them 
by colonial administration in conjunction with missionaries and chiefs. Most 
of the things which are now considered Fijian are brought from outside by 
Europeans or Indians. Even the flora and fauna on the main islands are largely 
exotic. The food they eat, the clothes they wear, the utensils and the furniture 
they have, is mostly of non-Fijian make and origin. 

Even without multi-racial schools the bure is being replaced by iron and timber 
or even concrete houses under the Fijian Improvement Scheme. Even the meke 
is totally different in tune, dress and purport to what it was before the advent 
of Christianity. The present Fijian culture is not even a century old. It largely 
consists of things, beliefs and ideas freely borrowed from other cultures both 
in content and form. It owes its very existence to peoples and civilizations of 
other countries. It lives and grows through the Fijians’ contact with Europeans, 
Indians and Chinese.

Racial discrimination and segregation stand universally condemned in the 
present world. The South African Government’s policy of Apartheid has been 
condemned by the General Assembly of the United Nations. Even the Southern 
States of the U.S.A. are giving up their opposition to mixed schools for Negro and 
White children. It is a deplorable irony of fate that when a Colonial Government 
desires to take a step in the right direction, it is being opposed by people whom 
it is going to benefit most.
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112: Address to the Fiji Teachers Union, 9 
September 1964

I deem it an honour for me to open this conference this morning. I am not a 
stranger to you, nor are you strangers to me. I have addressed the Fiji Teachers 
Union’s conferences many times in the past. But this time I am facing you with 
a great load of responsibility on my shoulders. You must not misunderstand 
me, but I invite you to put your shoulders to the wheel and help me as far as 
possible.

Your President has conveyed to me your loyal and sincere cooperation for which 
I am thankful. I must tell you one thing and that is this, that ‘where there is 
a will, there is a way’ if you are to fare in this all important field; if there is 
determination on your part to face difficulties and tackle the problems and to 
solve them as best and as early as you can, I am sure you can achieve a good 
measure of success. 

I must tell you of the requirements of the Colony in the near future as far as 
your work and your mission is concerned. The government of this country has 
been committed to a policy of rapid localization of their services. That means we 
have got to prepare men with good academic qualifications, men of integrity and 
character, men of personality, and men who have practical and executive ability 
and we must have this in as short a time as possible. There are other needs of our 
services for the large and extensive programme of development which require 
able, well-trained and well educated workers, executive officers and artisans. 
Many of the industrial organizations and establishments are also reverting to 
this policy of localization as far as their staff is concerned. For example, the 
SPSM Ltd., the Gold Mines, BPs, MHs and the Banks have need of properly 
qualified and suitable men and women for employment. There is, therefore, a 
demand for properly qualified and educated men and women—a demand which 
has never been so great in the history of Fiji. We need hundreds of qualified 
people to fill these posts. 

Also, there is a great shortage of teachers and unless you have good teachers you 
are not likely to improve the standard or the efficiency in the schools and it is 
not going to help in the out-turn of the numbers of qualified men and women 
that we want for these different purposes in the development of political, social 
and economic aspects of this Colony. So you can realize how great this problem 
is and how difficult. I am keenly aware of the shortcomings that we have. We 
know that a bad carpenter often finds faults with his tools. But let this not be 
true of you. Difficulties are there, and are there to be overcome. 
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Mr. Patel then quoted instances of his visits that he had once made to two schools 
which were devastated during hurricane blows. In one school, the headmaster 
and his staff laid great emphasis on the difficulties that they had to face and had 
closed the school and said it would remain closed for a week. In another school 
which he had happened to visit the same day and where the damages done were 
seemingly more and there was more debris in the compound, the teachers were 
busy teaching under trees. Mr. Patel pointed out that teachers of this school 
had made use of the opportunities which can be found in such a circumstances 
and he said that this would go to show what a sincere desire to maintain the 
standard does in a school.

Mr. Patel said that he was aware of the unsatisfactory and inadequate facilities 
that there were. He said that the President had said that text books were 
unsuitable to our needs in Fiji. Mr. Patel replied that the department was doing 
something to put this weakness right. As for the accommodation, he said, we 
would have to tackle the problems from all sides. We would have to use the 
present classrooms; have more rooms made and improvise the rooms under the 
trees. He said he did not need to remind Indian teachers of the great Indian 
institution of Shantiniketan which was started under its founder Rabindranath 
Tagore who had believed that a child taught inside the walls of a classroom 
was bound to feel imprisoned. Tagore believed that the physical and spiritual 
freedom came to a child by learning his lessons sitting in comfort at the feet of 
a guru.

Mr. Patel also went on to say that he was aware of the shortage of staff in schools. 
He said that teachers in some schools would have a serious handicap in basic 
education and knowledge and that could be set right if teachers were to equip 
themselves well. He said for this reason, seminars were being organized and 
teachers were encouraged to take advantage of the new facilities so as to raise 
their efficiency and the efficiency of the schools.

Referring to the President’s emphasis on the need for moral instruction, Mr. 
Patel said that he was of the same view. He said he would go further and say 
there was a need for religious instruction in schools as there was no difference 
in the fundamentals. They all have God, prayers, taught living virtuous lives, 
and they all hated evil. He quoted the instance of his own son who was studying 
at a private school in England. He said he had once written to the headmaster 
saying he wondered how useful the study of Christianity was to a Hindu boy. 
The headmaster had replied reminding him of Mahatma Gandhi’s observation 
that by studying Christianity he had become a wiser Hindu. There is no danger, 
Mr. Patel said, of your children coming into contact with the tenets of other 
religions. They will always be the wiser for that.
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We are in the noblest profession in the world. Unity is your greatest need at 
present. The professions and organizations like the Law Society, the chartered 
accountants and others do not have separate racial organizations. They do not 
dream of having such things. So you who are teaching all the other professions, 
don’t you think there is a weakness on your part to separate yourselves along 
racial lines—one Indian, another Fijian? The need for unity, as you all realize, 
was never greater as it is at present. You have got to set an example to your 
pupils and also to the people of the Colony. I would like, therefore, to see in the 
future that both these associations come together, realize their common affinity 
and common brotherhood, and join and amalgamate into one. We want to do 
away with racialism in this Colony. But if the main profession, which is the 
teacher of all professions—if that is going to be divided and separated along 
racial lines, then where is the hope of eradicating racialism from the Colony? 
That is why the first step to take is for the teachers to unite.

Secondly, you must make all efforts to take away the words ‘Indian,’ ‘Fijian’ 
‘European’ from the registration of schools. In many schools that is not the 
correct distinction either, because now many schools take children of other 
races and more or less they are ‘composite’ schools, if I may use the word. And 
won’t it be better if we thought less of our race and more of our nationality? We 
should make a beginning by talking to our school committees and persuading 
them to take out the word ‘Indian,’ ‘Fijian,’ and ‘European and just call ‘so-and-
so’ primary school. Whether it  be a primary school or a secondary school, this 
racial designation should come out of all these registered names. And if you 
approached your committees, they would realise the usefulness of such a thing. 
It is such a small thing but it has got such a great effect. I would like you to 
pursue this with your school committees and set this defect right.16

We must appreciate and understand that in this period of change, if we don’t 
come together and unite, the consequences would be very serious. We will 
either integrate or disintegrate. There is no third choice. You would realize how 
important integrating is at present in this Colony.

113: Social Security in Fiji, 26 March 1965

There is no form of overall social security provision for workers in Fiji. There is a 
considerable number and variety of employer/employee contributing provident 
fund schemes for certain classes of employees. But there is no provision for 
retirement or old age benefits for the bulk of the wage-earning and lower 

16 Integration was opposed by most Fijians. According to Ravuama Vunivalu, Fijian Member of the 
Legislative Council, multiracial primary schools would be detrimental to Fijian culture. ‘I feel that we should 
not be too hasty about mixing the people up.’
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salaried working population of the Colony. It is scarcely open to argument that 
social security schemes, of the kind and range found nowadays in metropolitan 
countries, such as the United Kingdom, Sweden, New Zealand and elsewhere, 
are beyond the financial and economic capacity of relatively under-developed 
countries such as this. The problem has been to find some limited form of old 
age security which Fiji can afford. The government has concerned itself with 
this problem for some years. In 1957, the Secretary of State for the Colonies first 
put to colonial governments an outline of limited social security schemes which 
he thought might be within the economic potential of the territories concerned. 
He made it clear, however, that the charges imposed on a government budget 
by any social insurance or security schemes are, by their nature, charges which 
have to be met, no matter what future financial  and economic situation may be 
once the scheme has been initiated.

So far as they affect they affect government budget, social security charges 
become a permanent feature of the expenditure estimate, and it cannot be 
liquidated. Charges of this nature, which of course go to employers and 
employees under the mutual contributing scheme, have to be calculated to take 
account of the level of government revenue and expenditure, and of commercial 
profit and loss, as the case may be. It is this important aspect, the question of 
timing, which countenanced fortune in the early years of the consideration of 
the introduction of a limited security scheme for Fiji. A good deal of preliminary 
material was obtained, much of it from the operation of an employers provident 
fund scheme in Malaya.

In 1961, preliminary discussions were opened with the Labour Advisory Board 
and with other employers and employees organizations. It soon became clear that 
while the employees representatives supported the introduction of employees 
providing a provident fund, the employers’ representatives felt that the country 
as a whole could not then afford it. Further, many of them had set up their own 
schemes, and to this extent it could be said to be already providing a form of 
future security for their employees.

Nonetheless, the Governor-in-Council considered that a scheme on the lines of 
that in operation in Malaya should be introduced in Fiji and that preliminary 
planning and the preparation of the necessary legislation should proceed. By 
the middle of 1962, it became clear that the complexity of the problem was such 
that a detailed on-the-spot investigation was necessary and, at first, assistance 
was accordingly sought from the Secretary of State for the Colonies. In January 
1963, a grant was approved from the colonial Development and Welfare fund to 
enable Mr. J Ashford, a senior official in the British Ministry of Pensions and 
National Insurance, to visit Fiji. Mr. Ashford began his work in October 1963, 
with the object of inquiring into the feasibility of introducing a limited extension 
of social security in the Colony, having regard to its economic state and paying 
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special attention to the possibility of establishing a national provident fund. 
Mr. Ashford’s comprehensive and valuable report was published in September 
1964 and has been accepted by Government as a basis on which we should now 
proceed.

We cannot afford to defer the introduction of a limited scheme of social security 
in Fiji any longer. We owe it to the large and growing body of wage-earning 
workers and their families and children and to initiate action which will give 
them some hope of security in their old age, and in times of social difficulty. 
The scheme is very, very simple. It is in the nature of the compulsory saving 
on the part of every earner in the Colony. It starts with wage-earners, with the 
employees, and it is later meant to include all persons earning in the Colony. 
They will be called upon, as far as the workers are concerned, to contribute 5 
per cent from their income which will be doubled by an equivalent contribution 
from the employer which will carry interest in their own separate respective 
account in the fund. The interest which will accumulate will naturally be like 
a Post Office Saving Bank Account—compound interest. When the worker 
reaches the age of 60, and if the accumulated amount in the fund is less than one 
hundred pounds, his widow stands to get the minimum amount of one hundred 
pounds. That is quite an amount for the class of people who do not even get a 
living wage. In the capital formation of the country and at the time when capital 
is needed most for its economic development, this Colony has to go outside, 
hand on knees, begging outside capitalists to come here and invest funds in this 
Colony. Would it not be better that the Colony itself makes an effort at providing 
its own capital invested in productive enterprise and thereby not only increase 
the total economic production of the Colony but increase the income of every 
wage-earner and also increase the standard of living...

I am personally gratified to have the opportunity of moving this motion. For 
many years, I have been deeply conscious of the need to ease the burden of old 
age in Fiji. The provision of adequate security for workers and their families 
during the sunset of  the bread winner’s life is a matter of special personal 
concern to me. I have seen enough of the poverty, the heart-burn and the worry 
which can afflict old age in Fiji for me to press the urgency of the need for 
the introduction of a scheme for cushioning the hardship which old age and 
insecurity can bring. It is my conviction that a national provident fund scheme 
is a vital part of government social welfare policy, and that there is now the 
prospect of being able to afford one.
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114: Address to the Fijian Teachers Association, 
4 May 1965

Mr. President and members of the Fijian Teachers Association, it would be remiss 
of me not to begin my address today without expressing to you, Mr. President, 
to your office-bearers and to your Executive Committee, my appreciation for 
your kind invitation to me to open this conference. This is the first occasion on 
which I have had the pleasure of attending a conference of the Fijian Teachers 
Association and of speaking to you all.

As you know, the ceremony today marks the opening of the 30th Annual 
Conference of the Association which was founded in 1935. This fact alone 
shows the endurance and strength of your Association; but the presence here 
of some 600 of your members, gathered together from near at hand and from 
the four corners of these islands, is persuasive evidence of the part which your 
Association is continuing to play in safeguarding the welfare of the Fijian teachers 
of this Colony. The records show that six of your office-bearers and executive 
committee members hold arts degrees; while the list of your past Presidents 
contains the names of Fijians who have been honoured by the Queen, who have 
come to represent your people in Legislative Council or in Local Government, 
and who have risen to positions of responsibility in Government administration.

I have been impressed also by the details which your President was kind 
enough to send to me, of the wide variety of matters which, over the years, your 
Association has discussed and on which it has made submissions to Government. 
One or two of these are, I understand, still the subject of correspondence, and, 
since I received the invitation to speak to you today, my office mail has contained 
pleas for me to make pronouncements today about these matters! You will, I 
know, not really expect me to be able to do this; but I have little doubt that the 
Association’s representations will receive the same sympathetic consideration 
with which they have been treated in the past.

As some of you will know, I am not unfamiliar with the problems of school 
administration in Fiji, since I was manager of a number of schools in the Western 
Division, before I assumed office as Member for Social Services. I have been well-
placed, therefore, to appreciate the day- by-day difficulties which confront both 
school committees and teachers. In addition, over the past months, I have visited 
many of your schools and seen your problems at first hand; and I am deeply 
conscious of the fact that, although the policy makers and the administrators are 
essential to ordered educational development, the real essence of educational 
success rests with the individual teacher and his relations with, and the influence 
he brings to bear on, the children who pass through his hands. Those of you 
who live in remote areas must often wonder whether your work is adequately 
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recognized and appreciated. I can assure you that it is; but the practical problem 
of achieving adequate numbers of inspections and visits to remote areas is one 
which, I know, greatly vexes the Department of Education.

There will soon be about 100,000 children and other students receiving full-time 
education in Fiji. In 1963, there were 650 schools and institutions—compared 
with 464 in 1962—scattered over 55 different islands throughout the Colony. 
They were staffed by about 2,900 teachers. 

Gathering such as this can do much to remedy the sense of isolation which many 
of you may feel; and I hope that you will take the fullest opportunity to discuss 
your problems with your colleagues and, where necessary, with the officers of 
the Department of Education who are here to help you.

There are some essential conditions for a successful professional organization. 
First, a combination of theory and practice. In your Training College days, 
you learned how to teach. You studied many topics. But this does not free you 
from further study of them. There is no final word on them. There is always 
something more to find out. Especially is this so in the field of education. There 
are many highly intelligent people thinking and writing about every aspect of 
education today, and you must try to keep up with what is written in your own 
field. Many people say, ‘I’d never be a teacher. How dull it must be to teach the 
same things, over and over again, year after year.’ This is a common mistake 
about teaching. Subjects change. Methods of teaching change. Pupils change. 
Pupils ask questions which lead to changes in both content and methods of 
teaching. There is a continuing process of development and adjustment. There 
is no doubt that for the successful teacher, this is the most fascinating aspect of 
his job. It never stands still, for society never stands still. It is changing more 
fundamentally and rapidly today than at any other period in history.

This common illusion about teaching arises because most of us are not in schools 
long enough and, of course, not at the right age, to see that schools really 
do change with the times. When we become parents and have to help with 
the homework, we think it is difficult because we are out of practice or have 
forgotten; but the real reason is that the subjects have changed and we do not 
know that they have changed. This is all right for parents as far as it goes but 
not for you, as teachers. You must be prepared for change. Where you can record 
something of interest and value from success in teaching practice as the result of 
theory based on study, it should be passed on. Failure should also be recorded.

Your Association might therefore hold regular meetings to present and discuss 
short papers on various teaching topics, both of content and method. All 
professional organizations realize the great value to be obtained from open 
discussion on matters concerning development in their special field. You might 
encourage your members to prepare short talks, and the reviewing, criticism 
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and discussion of them, as part of their ordinary everyday professional 
responsibilities. You should not regard this as the kind of activity which belongs 
only to research by lectures or specialists. The professional status of your 
organization will grow in proportion to the increased professional knowledge 
and ability of your members in the eyes of the general public as well as in the 
classroom. You should lose no opportunity of becoming leaders in educational 
thinking, development, and progress in Fiji. The success of the teacher depends 
on the status of his profession in society. The full status of the teacher will 
be achieved when every teacher is immensely proud of his calling. Proud, not 
boastful, getting quiet satisfaction from being able to follow his calling. When 
every teacher is proud to teach, we won’t hear so much about the status of the 
teacher.

I am particularly glad to know that your Association has increasing cooperation 
and consultation with the Fiji Teachers Union. In the matters with which you 
are concerned, the Fijian Teachers Association and Fiji Teachers Union have a 
common interest; and the development of consultative machinery between the 
two can do nothing but good. Many of you will know that, over recent months, 
a new Plan has been in the course of preparation for Education Development 
over the next 5 years. This Plan has yet to be considered by Government as part 
of the overall Colony Development Plan. At present, therefore, it cannot be said 
to be accepted Government policy; but it does nonetheless reflect the considered 
recommendations and views of the many educationalists and education bodies 
which have had a hand in its preparation. It has been fully discussed in the 
Education Advisory Council and, it has my personal support.

A copy of the draft Plan has been sent by the Director of Education to the 
secretary of your Association. It is a lengthy and comprehensive document and 
it contains some 40 recommendations for the aims and development of primary, 
secondary and tertiary education in Fiji; together with particular reference to 
technical and vocational education, teacher training and the proposal to establish 
‘middle schools’ on practical rather than academic lines. As a corollary to this, 
it is proposed that the present eight year primary course should gradually be 
replaced by a six year course in accordance with the practice followed in many 
other countries.

It is not possible for me today to tell you about all the important proposals 
contained in the 1966/70 Education Development Plan; but I hope that many of 
you will take the opportunity to find out more about it from the office-bearers of 
your Association while you are at this Conference. Some of the proposals in this 
Plan are new to Fiji because new problems have arisen or are expected to arise; 
these require new thinking and the reappraisal of many of our accepted beliefs 
and attitudes of the past. It is important that all teachers should understand what 
is in the Plan and should lend their weight in support of its proposals when it is, 
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as I hope, endorsed by Government and by Legislative Council in due course. 
I am grateful to the Director of Education and all those professional teachers, 
Committee members and others who have had a hand in the preparation of the 
new Plan or have offered advice about it.

Finally Mr. President, may I say once again, how glad I have been to have had 
this opportunity of talking to you all today and of expressing to you and to 
every teacher present at this Conference my hope that the 30th gathering of 
this Association will make a most useful and constructive contribution to the 
educational progress of all the children of Fiji.

I have the pleasure to declare this 30th Conference open.

115: Capital Punishment: Letter from Church 
Leaders, 12 May 1966

The Hon. AD Patel

Dear Sir

The news that proposed amendments to the Penal Code will be put to the next 
meeting of he Legislative Council is most welcome to us and to members of the 
churches we represent in Fiji.

We have already expressed our deep concern for the need to abolish capital 
punishment. We refer to various discussions on the subject between the Heads 
of Government and Churches in Fiji; our letter to unofficial members of the 
Legislative Council, and to the letter from the President of the Fiji Council of 
Churches to the Member for Social Services on the 26th March 1965, giving the 
following resolution passed at the first meeting the Council:

This inaugural meeting of the Fiji Council of Churches requests the Hon. 
Member for Social Services to raise with the Government the abolition 
of capital punishment in Fiji which this Council regards as an urgent 
social necessity.

We believe that the Bill to amend the Penal Code has been the result of 
representations at home and enlightened legislations abroad.

We write to you again before the Bill is considered to assure you of our belief 
that the proposed amendments to the penal code will bring our legislation more 
into line with our concern to care for our fellow man.
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We hope that the Bill to amend the Penal Code will appeal to you as reflecting 
the true spirit of a country that seeks to develop the highest human values. We 
submit the following for your consideration:

Respect for the personality of man: Capital punishment destroys a 
human being. It indicates lack of understanding by the society which 
produces the murderer. The murderer may not be wholly responsible for 
his actions.

Positive approach: Capital punishment defeats the purpose of restoring 
the murderer to society. Destroying a person for murder does not cure 
the problem of society which gives cause for murder.

Lost hope: Experience has shown that it is possible for a person to be 
executed for a crime he has not committed. We pray that this will never 
happen in our country. A suitable term of imprisonment can provide 
at least the hope that the convicted person and society will take the 
opportunity to deal with the real problems.

Practical assistance: The Fiji Council of Churches has appointed a sub-
committee to consider ways in which the churches can contribute to the 
rehabilitation of prisoners.

God loves all men: We believe that God loves all men and urge that 
a person’s hope of restoration may not be cut off completely through 
capital punishment.

We are aware that your own conscience will dictate your decisions. We share 
with you our feelings and those of the members of our churches, trusting that 
you will indeed appreciate the values embodied in the proposed amendments 
to the Penal Code and share with us our concern to adopt them here as soon as 
possible.

May God bless you in your deliberations.

Yours faithfully

J Clerkin

Vicar Delegate

JC Vockler

Bishop in Polynesia

M Rimoni

Minister, LMS Congregational Christian Church in Suva

JT Gardiner
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Minister of St Andrews’ Presbyterian Church, Suva.

SA Tuilovoni

President, Methodist Church in Fiji.

116: On the Abolition of Capital Punishment, 
26 May 1966

I might claim that I am the first man to raise a voice in this House against 
capital sentence and that was done 20 years ago when mine was a voice in the 
wilderness. I did it because non-violence and non-killing is the very essence of 
my upbringing. As a child, I was taught to respect all forms of life including 
insects, and I was not allowed to kill even a fly or a mosquito. As I grew up, and 
as I came under the influence of Western education and Christian civilization, I 
modified my beliefs: I now permit the use of insecticides both in my home and 
in my garden. I allow my children and my wife to take meat, but still I do not 
believe in taking life, though law does not prohibit me from taking life of a fowl 
or an animal, but I would not take it, much less the life of a human being. It is 
not because I am influenced by this deterrent of a death sentence. It is simply 
because I hold life sacred and I consider that it must not be taken under any 
circumstances.

The first duty of any criminal legislation is to protect the life, limbs, liberties, 
rights and property of the people and the most primary consideration in dealing 
with this Bill should be the extent of protection that this Bill would give to the 
safety of the lives of the people of this country. I have heard both points of view. 
As a matter of fact, several people have approached me and asked me point 
blank, what is the significance of bringing this Bill when the country is on the 
threshold of political change. I assured them that as far as I know there was no 
connection between the two. There are many people who do fear that if capital 
sentence is abolished, there will probably be a larger amount of murder but as 
the European Member for the Southern Constituency pointed out, it is a sheer 
conjecture on everybody’s part to say whether there will be an increase in the 
commission of murders, or that there will be a decrease.

It is agreed that capital sentence is a barbarous way of dealing with a criminal 
which does not befit a civilized society. It has been pointed out that we should 
have more compassion for the victim than for the murderer. I agree. But, is 
hanging or taking his life the only way of dealing with him? I hold my eyesight 
most precious. If a man wants to offer me the alternative of losing my eyes or 
my life, I would say ‘Take my life, before you take my eyes.’ But if he puts my 
eyes out he will be sentenced to imprisonment; his eyes will not be put out 
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by the State. So it is not the question of punishment being the same in nature 
as the crime itself. If a man burns my house, I cannot ask the Government to 
burn his house. We have got to find adequate and proper punishment for the 
person who has committed the offence and, at the same time, will deter others 
from committing such a crime. That is the purport of our penal system, and 
our problem here is to consider whether we can find a method or system which 
can serve both purposes, to adequately punish the criminal and also act as a 
deterrent to other would-be criminals. 

Death sentence appears to have been considered the highest deterrent. If it was 
not, capital punishment would not have been retained for what is called capital 
murder or repeated murder, and abolish it for ordinary murder. I consider that 
life imprisonment deprives the criminal of the good of which he has deprived 
another citizen, and also restrains him from reverting to evil, in accordance 
with the views of a very great Roman Catholic Saint quoted by the Member for 
Natural Resources. Of course I agree with him that if life imprisonment in the 
country like this is going to mean 7 years of bright lights at Naboro gaol, with 
good food, good healthy climate, beautiful view, entertainment in the evenings, 
probably it may not prove as a deterrent to people living in out-of-the-way 
islands where life is so dull and monotonous. 

But that is an administrative measure. I think that if life imprisonment is made 
to mean what it says and if normally a man would have to spend all his life in 
goal and die in gaol, unless, through his conduct, through his repentance and 
through other mitigating factors relating to the crime he has committed, he earns 
an earlier release. This, in fact, which is prevalent in the minds of the people and 
for which there is a really good foundation should now be removed. As far as I am 
aware, no murderer whose death sentence was commuted to life imprisonment 
has served more than 20 years—that is the longest period. Some were released 
after serving 16 years and some have been released even after serving ten years. 
So the whole thing is that we can have an alternative deterrent which is more 
civilized, which does not inflict unnecessary worry, pain and mental agony on 
innocent people. Can we find a suitable alternative deterrent which will also 
provide adequate punishment for the criminal, which will be in conformity 
with the views of a civilized society? I believe that life imprisonment, in the 
fullest sense of the term, is an adequate and proper alternative.

So far as this Bill goes I would like to make it clear that though I am in favour 
of abolishing capital punishment, I go so far as to say that I will be happy to 
see the gallows completely banished from our penal arrangements. If the death 
sentence is barbarous in case of murder, death sentence is barbarous in any 
other case also; as far as the barbarity is concerned, there is no difference.
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Coming to the question about affording special protection to policemen and 
differentiating between a murder committed by an ordinary man, and a murder 
committed by a prisoner, I would like to mention a few cases before this House. 
A policeman is on his way to serve a summons to a man in a settlement who 
is prosecuted for not taking out a dog licence, and on the way the man with 
whose wife this constable has a love affair attacks him and kills him. Is this 
policeman acting in the performance of his duty in going to that settlement to 
serve that summons? To my mind the answer is yes. Would the husband of his 
paramour therefore deserve capital punishment? Many people are taking risks; 
people who in public life are exposed to as much danger and risk as probably 
the constable. A magistrate is exposed to such risk, a judge is exposed to such 
risk, the counsel who is prosecuting a criminal is exposed to the same sort of 
risk. 

Now, supposing a man who has been sent to gaol by the magistrate, after he 
has served his sentence, feels very annoyed against the magistrate for sending 
him to gaol, comes back and murders the magistrate. Is that any less serious 
than if he kills the policeman? The Attorney-General described the murder of 
a policeman as an act of anarchy. I hold the view that any murder is an act of 
anarchy. If there was a good government and order there would be no murder 
and anybody who commits murder is an anarchist from a sociological point of 
view and there cannot be any difference. Why should a man who, for instance, 
murders a Governor be liable to imprisonment for life and a man who murders a 
constable be hanged? Is not the man who murders a Governor a greater anarchist? 
Supposing a man has committed some petty offence and he has been sentenced 
to gaol for 6 months and he has been ordered to serve his sentence extramurally 
and while he is a prisoner serving his extramural sentence murders somebody 
with whom he has got a private grudge. Why should he be hanged just because 
at that time he happened to be a prisoner serving an extramural sentence? If he 
had committed the same murder before he was a prisoner or after he had served 
his imprisonment what serious difference does it make to the heinousness of 
his crime, to the gravity of his crime, that he should be hanged if he commits 
a murder while serving extramural sentence on a petty charge, but if he has 
served that sentence already and he is out he can have life imprisonment. There 
might be a recidivist, a gaol bird who always comes and goes out of gaol and 
who might be a real public enemy number one and if he commits murder he 
only gets life imprisonment.

It has been said that if capital sentence is abolished and if a murderer is 
convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment, and if he is serving his sentence 
in gaol, what deterrent is there for him to commit another murder by assaulting 
somebody within the Prison’s precincts or outside. All that I say is that the 
provisions of this Bill go far beyond that argument. This sub-clause does not 
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apply only to those prisoners who have committed murder and are serving a 
sentence for that crime, but this has been made far-reaching, even applying to 
people who were serving extramural sentence for petty offences. However that 
may be, I would like to ask the Government to consider one aspect involved 
in this. If the Government really thinks that the death sentence is the highest 
of deterrents and that it should not be removed to safeguard and protect the 
members of the Police Force and the officers of the Prisons Department or those 
other officers or visitors who might be visiting the gaol, then the members of 
the public are entitled to ask the question ‘What right has the Government got 
to make us guinea pigs?’ If life imprisonment is not a good deterrent, why do 
you remove capital sentence and substitute life imprisonment as far as the lives 
of the people of this Colony are concerned? Does not there lie a duty on the 
Government to safeguard the life of the meanest of the citizens in this country. 
I am convinced that life imprisonment, if properly inflicted, is a good substitute 
and a good deterrent, but if the Government is not going to accept it, then I 
am afraid that by keeping this clause they are putting themselves in a very 
embarrassing position.

I come now to the issue of repeated murder. The First Indian Nominated Member 
mentioned a case of a person who was found guilty but insane, who committed 
two murders. I remember that case very well, it happened in Lautoka some 
years ago. The man committed his first murder, he was found guilty but insane, 
and he was sentenced to be retained during the Governor’s pleasure. After a 
few years, when the authorities considered that he had completely recovered 
and he was safe enough to be let loose in society, he was released, and within a 
few days of his release he walks into Morris Hedstrom’s store at Lautoka with a 
cane knife and chops an Indian woman to pieces right in the middle of the store 
in the presence of everybody. Again he was tried, again he was found insane, 
and he was sentenced to be detained during the Governor’s pleasure. Now, the 
question arises: Why do we spare the lives of insane people who are a greater 
danger and menace to society than of sane people in whose case at least there 
is a chance for repentance and reform? We are not hanging insane people for 
humanitarian reasons, not because the gravity of their crime is in any way less 
serious than that committed by a sane person. The present Bill seeks to enlarge 
that sphere of humanitarian treatment to sane people, and if the law considers 
that there is a chance for an insane man, why should the law not consider that 
there is also a chance for a sane man?

I would like to point out that even capital sentence has never been a complete and 
universal deterrent. Murders are being committed all over the world in spite of 
the provision of capital sentence in many countries of which our own country is 
one example. Merely providing for a deterrent has never kept the prisons empty 
or the country free of crime. If it were so, then we would not need an efficient 
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Police Force. All that we would have to do is to enact laws providing for these 
sentences, people would be simply frightened of the sentences and would desist 
from committing crimes. But that does not happen. Crime has its roots in so 
many social factors. For instance, the case quoted by the First Indian Nominated 
Member of that poor unfortunate woman who was hanged for stealing bread to 
feed her starving children, there was death sentence there, but it did not deter 
her from committing the crime nor did it deter many people during those days 
from picking pockets right in the crowd in front of a person being executed 
before their very eyes. 

So the reduction of murder cases in Fiji will depend on many factors. One of 
them is effective investigation and bringing the criminal to justice. Suppose 
there are 10 murders and not one has been detected. Though we have capital 
sentence on our Statute Books, there will be an incentive for people to commit 
murder because they will be under the impression that it is very difficult to 
get caught. On the other hand, if we had a very efficient Criminal Investigation 
Department and all those 10 murderers were caught, prosecuted and punished, 
that would be a deterrent and even if people wished to commit a crime, they will 
think twice before committing it. The most important factor in the reduction of 
crime is efficient criminal investigation. But that, in itself, cannot prevent crime 
completely. You will find that murder has its root in maladjustment of human 
relationships. 

I will give you an example of a case of common occurrence in Fiji; dispute over 
cattle theft which eventually builds up into a family feud and culminates in 
murder. There are no fences between the adjoining fields, a neighbour’s cattle 
trespasses on your land, you are angry, you take the cattle to the pound, there 
is a row over it, exchange of abuse, and then your cattle goes on their land 
and revenge gradually and steadily builds up. You bring your relations and 
friends to help you, your neighbour brings his relations and friends to help 
him. And, one day, as we know in many cases, both parties know that it is going 
to culminate in somebody losing his life. That can be set right by improving the 
human relationships between the two neighbours. As the proverb goes, ‘strong 
fences make good neighbours’. It applies in many cases in Fiji. Some murders 
have their root in poverty. 

The case of a recent murder in Tavua, which was mentioned in this debate 
both by the Attorney-General and by the European Member for the Western 
Constituency, had its root in poverty besides mental derangement. Two 
companions were drinking in the hotel, they had it in their minds to visit 
Suva and see the Hibiscus Festival. They were in need of £4 to £5 and this man 
conceived the brilliant idea, while he was drinking, of getting the money from 
the Chinese man’s shop, and it was just through a small amount of money, as 
the motive, to enable them to come to Suva to see the Hibiscus Festival, this 
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Chinese man was bludgeoned to death. There again is the question of our social 
condition. His life is spared because we took into consideration that he was not 
mentally quite all right. He had a history of being easily provoked and getting 
into a temper, and that he was an inmate at the leper asylum at Makogai. But, 
whatever it is, I would like to say that not many murders are committed in an 
affluent society over a loaf of bread or just a few pounds.

I will give you another example. We used to have a lot of murders and suicides 
in this country during the indenture system. The number has reduced 
considerably after the indenture system was abolished. There again it was not 
the death penalty which was the deterrent. In spite of the death penalty, the 
social condition of the time drove people to desperation and to the commission 
of such crimes. As soon as social conditions improved, the number of cases 
of suicides as well as murder decreased and if I was not convinced that life 
sentence was a sufficient deterrent, and that by removal of capital punishment, 
there is not the likelihood of increasing murder in this Colony, I would not have 
stood here to advocate the abolition of the sentence and expose the lives of the 
people of this country. But I have many reasons to believe that people’s lives are 
quite safe. I honestly believe that the rate of murders will go down and I will 
tell you why. Essentially, and fundamentally, whatever people from outside may 
say, we are amongst the world’s most civilized and well-behaved people, better 
than the people of the United Kingdom. 

Even the criminals that we find here are a simple type of criminal you have not 
got those crooked, scheming minds who can commit murder in various odd 
ways that their detection is difficult. You do not find those sort of cases where 
people commit murder after murder just for the fun of it as was heard of in a 
case only a few months ago in England where a man just in cold blood calls a 
boy to his house and kills him just to show another friend how a murder can be 
committed. You do not find those sort of cases here in Fiji, thank God. We are, on 
the whole, a better behaved community. The standing example is, that in spite of 
the absence of police in these outlying islands in the Lau group and other areas 
where there are no police stations and where there is no protection, in all these 
years there has been only one case of murder and that was a Chinese man being 
murdered when the Member for Natural Resources was a young man. That does 
not speak for the death sentence, I say. That speaks for the natural peaceful 
disposition of the people of this country and good human relations prevailing 
here, and as long as those relations are there, as long as social relations improve, 
as long as the cases of maladjustment get less and less, there is every chance that 
the rate of Commission of crimes, including murder, will be reduced.

Humanitarianism should affect not only victims but also the prospective 
murderer. I have had many occasions to come into touch with murderers because 
I believe I am the only living lawyer in the Colony who has defended the largest 
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number of murder cases, and I must say that I have not come across one man 
who did not have a human heart. There were many things that drew him to 
commit murder but, essentially, at the root. I found that he was not a brute and 
life sentence will be used I hope, in touching his humanity so that he becomes 
again a decent, normal human being.

117:  Why I support Family Planning, 17 August 
1966
Let me open by quoting poet Rabindranath Tagore: ‘It is cruel crime thoughtlessly 
to bring more children into existence than could properly be taken care of.’ I 
support family planning on humanitarian grounds. To have children is a natural 
function as well as a social and religious obligation of every man. The human 
race must continue to proliferate through us. Our procreative urges are in fact 
God’s command to ‘increase and multiply.’ It is therefore a sacred duty to fulfill 
the command and have children. Children provide joy, meaning and purpose of 
life. According to some religions, to beget children is to carry out God’s will.

I love children. I like homes full of children. I like to see humanity increase and 
prosper. I am not a misanthropist nor a neo-Malthusian. Man is not born with 
a brain only but with a pair of hands also. There is nothing wrong in having 
a large family if you can afford to look after the children and bring them up 
properly without undue strain on the mother. But only millionaires can afford 
to have dozens of children if they have strong and healthy wives.

Population explosion is a world-wide phenomenon of this century in spite of 
two destructive world wars. Even with this tremendous increase in numbers, 
man is comparatively better fed, better clothed and better housed than ever 
before even in the backward, undeveloped countries. This is brought about by 
the increased brain power and muscle power of mankind. The rapid increase 
of population has led to a still more rapid increase of knowledge, inventions 
and achievements. Knowledge explosion has surpassed population. Agriculture 
and industries are undergoing remarkable revolutions through ever-increasing 
discoveries of science. Fiji is an undeveloped country and increase of population 
is a desirable economic and political objective.

Yes, I love children. I also believe that an increase in population is necessary for 
the prosperity of Fiji. For those very reasons, I strongly advocate the necessity 
of family planning. We need children, but we want them to be healthy and well 
nourished. We want to give them opportunities to grow into strong, healthy, 
well-educated men and women, with a capacity and facilities to earn and enjoy 
wealth. The wealthier and healthier the parents, the more children they can 
afford. Ironically enough, they are the very people who make use of birth 
control devices in order to seriously restrict the size of their families.
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On the other hand, strange as it may seem, it is the poor people in an individualistic 
society who need larger families in order to ensure a measure of security and provide 
help, comfort and happiness in the latter part of their lives. This is the case even in 
advanced countries of Europe and America, and it is more so in a country like Fiji.

Before the western way of life overtook Indians and Fijians, their customs 
were so designed as to prevent improvident maternity. It was brought about 
by the wife and husband remaining apart and practising continence during 
the suckling period. Normally there was an interval of three years between 
the different births. This gave the baby time to grow sufficiently so as not to 
need full attention and nursing from the mother. The mother got ample time 
to recover and recuperate from the last birth and to gain sufficient health and 
strength to face the new pregnancy. It also gave the father time to improve his 
economic condition with which feed an extra mouth.

However much we may brag and boast about clinging to our customs and traditions, 
this customary method of family planning has disappeared completely from Indian 
and Fijian societies. Indians no longer live with joint families. Fijian fathers do sleep 
in community bures away from their wives and children are increasingly bottle-fed.

Gandhiji was a staunch defender of birth control by celibacy and he practiced 
what he preached. Even his more ardent and loyal disciples found it hard and often 
impossible to follow his example. Family planning with medicines and devices are 
now substitutes for custom and discipline. I believe that it is the sacred duty of 
every children’s nurse to persuade women of all races to teach them how to protect 
themselves and their offspring from the evils of improvident maternity. Family 
planning means happy, healthier and longer lives for both mothers and children.

I also believe that successful family campaign depends on the improvement of 
economic conditions and living standards of the masses. We must not overlook 
the fact that a poor man really stands in need of a family more than the well-to-do. 
Reduce poverty and you will find a number of families reduced to optimum size.

118: The University of the South Pacific, 21 
March 1967

Like all other new ideas, when the idea of the establishment of a university in 
Fiji was first broached, there was naturally tremendous opposition and reaction. 
The Government also proceeded with the idea rather warily and hesitantly. The 
first step that was taken was the visit of a Mr. Horton from the Colonial Office. 
Mr. Horton made his own recommendations which took Fiji’s educational system 
one step further but not far enough for the establishment of a regular university. 
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He recommended the establishment of a college which would provide education 
up to the intermediate standard. For the remaining two years for the degree 
course, it was recommended that the students should go overseas either to New 
Zealand or Australia and finish the course there. Later, public opinion locally, as 
well as in New Zealand, Australia, and some of the other territories in the region 
which the proposed university was to serve, turned in favour of providing 
higher education in this area. Some of the educationists from the Colonial 
Office were also keenly interested and I would like to record my appreciation 
to Miss G. William and Sir Christopher Cox17 for the interest they took in the 
formulation of these proposals. A lot of spade work had to be done locally and 
I would like to record my appreciation for the time and energy that Mr. Gordon 
Rodger18 put into this work. That was not enough. We needed the assistance 
of a Commission consisting of people who had experience of establishing and 
running universities, and to mount such a Mission was not an easy task. Luckily 
the Overseas Ministry of Development came to our help through the kind offices 
of Sir Christopher Cox, and it resulted in the appointment of the Morris Mission 
for Higher Education.19 The offer of this Morris Report is one of the subject 
matters of today's debate.

A lot of work had to be done in neighbouring territories. A lot of work had to 
be done in New Zealand and in Australia, and I would like to put on record the 
work done by Mr. Ken Bain who was the Secretary for Social Services when 
I was the Member for Social Services. We received some encouragement and 
help from certain organizations and one of those organizations was UNESCO. 
At their Paris Conference, they evinced interest in the establishment of a 
university in this region. We also found a keen supporter in Dr. Henrickson, 
who was the Vice Chancellor of the Hawaii University. When the New Zealand 
Government announced its intention to vacate the Laucala Bay base, we had 
another problem to face locally, as there were competing claims from various 
Government departments and also from some outside bodies for the use of this 
base. That also required some manoeuvring and persuasion which resulted in 
the decision that the Laucala Bay base should be utilised for the establishment of 
this university. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sympathies 
to all those departments and to those concerned for their disappointment. 

But this is a cause which will serve all departments and all concerned equally 
and will benefit the future generations of Fiji. As regards the use of our Laucala 

17 Taught at New College, Oxford, after being the Director of Education in British Sudan in the 1930s, and 
described ‘as an imperial patrician of a different kind.’ He served as the Education Advisor to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in the late 1950s and early 1960s.
18 A product of Repton and Pembroke College, Cambridge, he served as an Education Officer in the Gold Coast 
before moving to Fiji in 1953 where he served as the Director of Education for more than a decade before retiring to 
New Zealand.
19 Sir Charles Morris KCMG, Vice-Chairman of the Inter-University Council for Higher Education Overseas; 
former Vice Chancellor of Leeds University.
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Bay base I must record appreciation of Mr. Cox who recommended that this 
base should be utilised for the establishment of a college to train teachers 
who would be competent to teach up to Form IV. All this provided us with 
a sort of a ‘jumping off' towards the proposal of the establishment of fully-
fledged university. The Morris Mission visited Fiji, visited other territories 
in this region, and also Australia and New Zealand. The United Kingdom 
Government as well as this Government tried, and used their best endeavour, to 
get metropolitan countries interested in this region to come and join us in this 
venture. We were disappointed in France, because the French want to start their 
own university in New Caledonia. We found the support of New Zealand very, 
very encouraging because they came forward with this magnificent gift to start 
the University. We had high expectations from the Government of Australia 
but that Government was too much preoccupied with the establishment of a 
university in New Guinea20 and we could not get the support that we expected 
from that Government. 

After the Morris Mission wrote its report and published it, many people were 
converted to the idea of the establishment of a university in Fiji, people who were 
hostile to that proposal before. I must personally confess that when I read the Morris 
Report I found it very, very stimulating. Our next problem was where to get a man 
to take up the task of an academic planner and an administrative officer to assist him. 
Where would we get the funds to finance the visit of such a planner to this end. It 
was through the kind generosity of the Carnegie Foundation and through our good 
fortune in securing the services of such an able and experienced Vice Chancellor 
as Sir Norman Alexander who happened to have the experience of establishing 
universities in some other developing countries.21

From work carried out by Sir Norman Alexander in conjunction with Mr. Reid 
Cowell, we got the benefit of this other report. I would like to lay stress that this 
is not the work of one individual, this has not been accomplished overnight, 
and it would be silly and ridiculous for anybody or any person to try to take 
credit for that. It is a joint venture and it will have to be seen through jointly. 
It is no use talking about the Alliance Government supporting this proposal for 
the establishment of a university which will serve the South Pacific region. It is 
the Government of Fiji, whatever party may be in power, who will be behind 
this project, and let not a misimpression be created outside that this is a Party 
measure with Party effort, because it is not. We are all equally interested and I 
more so than many others because I have done some pioneering work in this.

20 The University of Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby opened in 1966, two years before the opening of 
the University of the South Pacific in Suva.
21 (1907-1997), was instrumental in establishing many universities in the Commonwealth, including 
Ahamdu Bello  University in Nigeria, the Universities of West Indies, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. 
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Now let me come to the appraisal of these two reports. The proposals contained 
in the Morris Report are described as unorthodox, and unorthodox they are in 
many respects. First, the choice of the subjects to be taught and the constitution 
of a university with a provision for associated institutes with a provision for 
conferring degrees as well as diplomas and certificates, following the lines of a 
comprehensive school, making it possible for students, who after taking degree 
courses, may not find themselves competent enough to finish their studies 
enabling them to switch off to diploma courses, students who have taken 
diploma courses to find that they are quite competent to tackle degree courses 
making it easy for them to transfer to degree courses. This is something that is 
new.

Another unique feature of this university is that it is a regional university. 
Many territorial governments and metropolitan governments are interested in 
that university; and the University Council which is recommended to be set up 
under the report has a very wide representation which, as far as I am aware, no 
existing university in the world enjoys. We have the territorial representatives 
who are members to be appointed by the Governor of Fiji after consulting the 
Executive Council; we have got provision for other members to be appointed 
from other territories which this university will serve. But the most outstanding 
feature is the representation of academicians from various universities, not 
only in the Commonwealth but universities even outside the Commonwealth. 
There will be one member appointed on this Council by the United Kingdom 
universities, one member to be appointed by the Hawaii University, one by New 
Zealand universities, one by Australian universities, and the University Council 
will be the sovereign, governing body of this institution, which means that 
we will have the benefit of the cooperation of outstanding universities of the 
world, cooperation of great powers and cooperation of emerging governments 
in this region. That is a unique feature in itself and as various territories in this 
part of the world attain full status of sovereign government, this university will 
become an international university. All the existing universities belong to one 
nation or another. This will be an enterprise of the United Nations of the South 
Pacific, I hope, not in the too distant future.

Again there is a provision for the court [Court of Convocation] which secures 
even wider representation, in which even professions, commerce, industry, 
teachers, groups of primary school teachers and secondary school teachers, 
all will find a place and they are supposed to meet at least once every two 
years. They will be receiving the report from the University Council and they 
will be passing resolutions which they can refer to the University Council for 
consideration.

As far as the curriculum is concerned, the syllabus, we have to bear in mind that 
all great institutions have a very small beginning, and by comparison with some 
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of the great educational institutions of international renown, the beginning that 
the university will be making will be a fairly good one with better financial 
support than many of those universities had when they started. The report 
compares the proposals of this university with the land grant colleges and land 
grant universities in the United States of America, and we must remember that 
if a land grant university in America can reach the international status which 
is accepted all over the world as one of the best universities in the world, the 
M.I.T. (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), if our university, in the course 
of time, makes progress, there is no reason to doubt that this university has also 
got a very, very brilliant future before it. We have got one very good advantage 
in this part of the world to attract good staff for the university, which many 
other countries do not possess because most of these countries have already been 
covered by research workers in all fields, and there is very little scope left for 
new and fresh research. This area is still untapped and many professors would 
like to come to this new university just because they would like to carry out the 
research work in their own sphere in the South:Pacific region. That in itself is an 
attraction for a good and competent teaching staff for the University. We have 
also got a very encouraging assurance from the United Kingdom Government 
that the additional expenditure involved in the expatriate staff, will be to a 
certain extent met by the United Kingdom. That makes our financial burden for 
the current expenditure light.

Another feature is that as the university progresses both in its standards and in its 
activities, more help will be coming from outside areas, from other governments, 
or from other foundations in countries like the United States of America. The 
syllabus that the report recommends is of practical value and importance to 
this region. It is geared to the needs of developing countries in this area to 
help them both in social and economic development and the recommendation 
that a university should always keep itself a jump ahead will ensure that these 
territories will be able to meet the informed and trained manpower which it 
will require for its development without having to resort to the employment 
of expensive expatriate officers. It will also broaden the scope for children of 
poorer parents who will be able to receive their education, economically in their 
own country, as far as Fiji is concerned. 

And what is more, if the university be expanded and other subjects are 
introduced later on, if the associated institutes are enlarged both in the intake 
of the students and in the courses of study that they provide, there is no reason 
why within a short time, this university should not have adequate provision for 
degrees in medicine, degrees in engineering, degrees in agriculture. While the 
Morris Mission was working here I discerned a streak of disinclination on the 
part of some government departments to surrender the control of the institutes 
which are at present in their hands, and I suspect that probably that is the 
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reason why Sir Norman Alexander had such an extraordinary and startling 
recommendation to make in his report which, I must confess, came as a shock to 
me, and that is on page 6. After discussing the desirability of complete autonomy 
for the University, he went further to modify it in this respect: 

It must be kept constantly aware of changing needs, and be ready to meet 
them. If it is in fact fully alive it will anticipate these needs, and keep 
itself one jump ahead. This contact does not mean a loss of autonomy, in 
fact it is its best safeguard. If the Governments are fully aware of what the 
university is doing, and if the university shows that it is doing its best 
to meet the needs of its area, then it has the best chance of keeping its 
essential freedoms. Academic freedom is not a prescriptive right; it must 
be earned. If a university is not fully alive to its social responsibilities, 
and active in meeting them, it deserves a sharp reminder of its duties.

Now, even if the learned author had stopped there, it would not have mattered 
so much. But he went further to say:

The mechanism by which this contact with Governments is achieved is 
through the membership of the University Council and its committees. 
These could and should include Government officers and others able 
to speak with authority, though to avoid giving a wrong impression 
overseas such members might be appointed by name and not ex officio.

I thought there is something [called] academic integrity. If a university does 
not respect truth, who will? How can we expect any university to camouflage 
authority in the guise of autonomy and to fool the world, and throw dirt in 
the eyes of other countries, to recommend that instead of these persons being 
appointed ex officio and describing their office as such, that they should be kept 
out of the knowledge of the world by just mentioning them by their names. This 
is rather a feature of the report which I find grating on my nerves and something 
that seriously detracts from the value of the recommendations which the Morris 
Report made; this University Council, which will be autonomous, which will 
be outside of political influences. Even the Member for Social Services [Vijay 
R Singh] mentioned the desirability of keeping this university out of political 
influences; even the Report mentions what harmful consequences some 
universities had in some African territories.

Now this paragraph defeats the very purpose. It seeks to certainly introduce 
political influences of the political party in power at the time, to dominate the 
university, and that ought not be allowed to happen. This university must have 
its academic freedom and academic integrity reserved. It is essential for any 
university and men working in any university to have open, unbiased minds, 
who can teach and reason objectively and who are dedicated to the discovery 
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of truth, and imparting that truth which they and other people in this world 
in other universities both at present and in the past have discovered to the 
students who come there. That is the most important thing, and I hope that that 
will be borne in mind when the University Council is established. 

Let me remind the Member for Social Services [Vijay R Singh] that so far, all that 
he had to do was to make a simultaneous announcement and to bring this motion 
before the Council. But let me remind this House that the real task begins now. 
The test is how quickly the Interim Council is appointed and how competent 
that council is to prepare the development plan for this university; how quickly 
the legislation is drafted and approved by all the territories concerned and 
passed in this Legislature; how quickly the Vice-Chancellor is appointed and 
the professor to assist him, and the Registrar to be elected to office; how quickly 
the present existing buildings at Laucala Bay are converted for the purpose of 
the university, and how quickly the teaching staff is employed and students 
admitted, because the aim and the recommendation of both these reports is that 
the university must start teaching n the year 1968, in the Secondary Teachers' 
College as well as some of the other Degree courses.

That will be the ordeal and the test for this Alliance Government, and I hope 
and trust that they will succeed in this task and commence teaching in the year 
1968. When that is accomplished we will accept the boasts and bragging of the 
Alliance Party, and I for one will take my hat off in admiration and respect. But 
it is useless to prance about in borrowed feathers, feathers that really belong to 
other people. Before I sit down I wish to recall the great interest and trouble 
that our present Governor, Sir Derek Jakeway, has taken. Without his deep 
interest and serious support probably the Member opposite would not have 
been in a position to put this motion before this House. I am quite confident 
that circumstances are favourable. If the Government goes the right way about 
it, support will readily come from very many directions, and this institution will 
serve the economic and social needs of this area, which it so badly requires.22

119: A Common Name, 1 August 1967, 
Interpretation Bill23

The Fijian under this definition does not connote the original inhabitants of 
Fiji. It is not an ethnic description of the Fijian people. It is widened to include 

22 Betty Aikman, wife of the founding Vice Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific wrote to Leela 
Patel on 8 October 1969: ‘My husband always feels that Mr Patel’s farsightedness has much to do with the 
establishment of a university in Fiji, and for this reason he is grateful.’
23 In the electoral provisions of  the 1965 constitution, all the Pacific Islanders living in Fiji were put on the 
Fijian roll, which is what is being alluded to here.
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people of other races who originally migrated from islands of the South Pacific. 
The Banaban is very much a Fijian under this definition as an original inhabitant 
of Fiji, so is a Rotuman, so is a Samoan, Tongan, Gilbertese, Ellice Islanders, New 
Hebridean; so it is not a question of whether the word ‘Fijian’ designates any 
particular member of a particular race. It is a political designation given to a 
part of the Fiji population. Now, that creates a serious complication in my mind. 
If merely a section of the population is to be described as Fijians, how are all 
inhabitants of this country, as a nation, to be described? Whatever race a person 
belongs to, an inhabitant of New Zealand is called a New Zealander, whatever 
his race an inhabitant of Australia is called an Australian; and of Great Britain, 
Briton. There are so many races in India but anybody belonging to India, or 
is an inhabitant of India, is called an Indian. How shall all the inhabitants of 
Fiji be described? I think it is high time now that the word ‘Fijian’ is kept for 
the inhabitants of Fiji irrespective of their race. If the original inhabitants of 
Fiji want to have a separate designation, I believe Fijian is not their original 
designation but their original designation, as they themselves described in 
their language, is taukei with pride. I would have thought that taukei would 
have been more appropriate for the Fijians as an ethnic group than calling them 
Fijians and including them with a number of other immigrant races who have 
come and settled in Fiji, debarring the Chinese, Europeans and ourselves. There 
is a danger in this: once people get accustomed to the use of the word ‘Fijian’ as 
applied to certain races inhabiting Fiji, it psychologically comes in the way of 
nation-building of this country.

NB: Jonate Mavoa’s retort captured the spirit of the opposition to Patel’s view: 
‘Although we think this is a desirable thing we cannot just do it by a stroke of 
a pen, by legislation, because you cannot force people to be called by a name 
they do not want to be called by.’ ‘There are many things in this world that we 
would like to have but we also see that there are a few things which can be put 
into practice.’

120: Letter to Vasantika Patel from Ocean 
Island,24 1 November 1967

I am sitting on the bed in the backroom of a bungalow on the Ocean Island. 
The sea is roaring in the backyard a few yards away. It makes more noise than 

24 Letters were Patel’s preferred mode of communication with his children who were receiving their 
schooling in England, rather than the telephone. In them, he often remarked on political developments in Fiji. 
In a letter to his younger son Dhimant on 22 June 1969, he wrote: ‘Britain is playing up by putting forward 
the excuse that independence can only be considered when all parties agree. This is a clever way of denying 
political freedom to Fiji and blame the Indians for it.’
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sugar cane trains in Fiji! It is about half past eight in the morning but there is no 
breeze and it is very warm and sultry. I better switch the electric fan on before 
going further! Yes, it is better now!

We got on board at the Suva wharf at 2 p.m. but the boat did not leave till about 
5. We had three very boring hours on the boat before we could settle down 
in our cabin. Komaiwai is by no means a luxury liner. It is a small ship with 
small narrow deck with very little room to move about or play. We reached Rabi 
at about one o’clock in the afternoon on the following day. All the Banabans 
boarded the ship—about sixty strong—with loads of beddings, pawpaws, 
bananas, mangoes, green coconuts, pandanus, fruits and what not. We left Rabi 
at 3 o’clock the same afternoon. The sea was fairly calm all the way. The boat was 
steady but your mummy was seasick throughout the voyage. My word, wasn’t 
she glad to set her foot on Ocean Island on Sunday the 29th at about 10 o’clock 
in the morning. Your mummy saw some whales a little distance away from where 
Komaiwai was anchored. She tried to show them to me but by that time they 
disappeared. Anyhow we saw a seahorse. It is a small fish with a head something 
like that of a horse and a little weird in shape. It seemed to like our boat and 
kept on swimming near it quite a long time. Soon after landing, we went sight 
seeing in a bus. It is a small island about seven square miles in area with nice 
roads. We saw the ruins of the big house of the Resident Commissioner which 
was bombed by the Japanese.

Ocean Island is very rich in phosphate deposit. The total population is about 
1900. Most of them are the employees of the [British Phosphate] Commission 
and their wives and children. The employees are looked after very well. They 
are given nice quarters free of rent, free electricity, free water, free medical 
treatment, free food and more than what they can eat(!), free education for the 
children, free bus service, and even taxes are paid by the Commission. On top 
of all these they are paid handsomely! There is no fresh water supply on this 
tiny island—there being no fresh water springs or rivers. The soil is very porous 
and the rainwater unless collected in tanks disappear quickly in the ground. 
You know, fresh water is imported from Australia. They maintain a regular 
supply. Every house is well equipped with large concrete tanks holding several 
thousand gallons of water and they replenish from the main tank which holds a 
million gallons of water. Just imagine. We are using Australian water on Ocean 
Island! Everything comes from Australia, including vegetables and fruits.

People are very sociable and cheerful, which is quite natural when they are so 
well looked after. Suva City Councillors should come and see this little Island and 
learn from the Commission how to pay and look after their labourers! Though 
grossly unfair to the Banabans who are the owners of the Island, the British 
Phosphate Commission is more than fair to its employees. It is this inequity that 
Daddy is called upon to help and advise the Banabans to get redress. 
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Today is Diwali. Your mummy had made some basudi for lunch. I had a very 
strenuous walk in the hot sun inspecting some areas of land. So when I returned 
for lunch I was feeling more thirsty than hungry, and even after lunch and 
couple of bottles of water, I still fell thirsty. I feel I can drink gallons of water. It 
just shows how hot this Island is.

We shall stay here till next Monday. Then we go to Nauru. We intend to leave 
Nauru on Wednesday and hope to reach Fiji by following Tuesday. I wonder 
which of us will reach Fiji first—we or this letter? Hope you are having a happy 
Diwali. Best wishes for a happy and successful new year. I hope you are writing 
to Amita every few days so that she doesn’t feel lonely.

Goodbye my dearest, with love

Yours Daddy. 

121: Out of Many Races—One Nation, Nadi 
Jaycees, 1968
Mr National President, Ladies and Gentlemen, You will hardly realise how satisfied 
and happy I am with your official designation, that is, National President, because 
this implies at least that your organization accepts us all in Fiji as one nation, and 
our task therefore becomes so much the easier. I am wholeheartedly in agreement 
with your creed. But there is one thing which I am sorry to say that I can’t see eye to 
eye with you: that is, you believe a man after forty becomes an exhausted rooster. I 
believe that life begins at forty. That is the only difference in outlook that we have got 
and I hope that you will excuse me for it.

The subject of today's address in any other country would appear as a sort of 
a platitude. For instance, if I was to take up this subject in a country such as 
the United States of America, or even the U.S.S.R., they would simply say, ‘of 
course, all nations right throughout the world are made up of many races. Show 
me one country in the world where there is one pure race which exists today 
as a nation.’

But as far as Fiji goes, we are today standing at the cross-roads of history, and a 
subject which might happen to be a dead issue in other countries has become 
a very lively and burning topic of the day. If you look at history, man in his 
present image has existed for nearly a million years on this planet, and in the 
last few thousand years of his existence on this planet, he has created God in 
his own image. Now, man has come to believe that God has created all of us; 
that we are all his children; and therefore there is no difference between man 
and man. Mankind is but one family. All important religions of the world [teach 
this], and the very name given to our species on this globe, exemplifies it. For 
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instance, those who believe in Semitic religions call man Aadmi—descendant of 
Aadam, now anglicised to Adam. Those who believe in the Aryan religion call 
him Manushya, Manu and Manav, sons or the descendant of Manu who is the 
first man according to Aryan beliefs, in the same way as Adam is the very first 
man according to Semitic beliefs.

It therefore becomes a very interesting question: how on earth we, who have 
been created by the same God, and we who have come from the same parents 
(because both Adam and Manu are said to have created a woman out of their 
body) have so much differences? One would have thought that if there is a 
common parentage there would not have been so much of difference, so much 
of trouble in human history in the name of race. Now when we talk of race, 
let's first make sure of what we believe in our own mind when we use the word 
‘Race’. 

Mankind has been divided into what they call three large groups: Caucasoid, 
Mongoloid, and Negroid, and then all different types of men are made to fit 
into one compartment or the other according to the shape of the nose and their 
lips, the colour of their skin, the texture of their hair and its colour, according 
to what they call the cephalic index, and the shape and size of the skull. These 
are matters all related to the physiology of man and therefore when we talk 
of race we are dividing mankind into different groups, and different entities 
physiologically—it has nothing to do with the mind of man; it has nothing to 
do with the spirit of man.

Let’s take the instance of what modern science has to say about it. Darwin first 
propounded this doctrine or theory of evolution, and, according to that, we at 
some stage came into existence on this globe due to some sort of mutation. We at 
present to do not know how many mutations took place, where they took place, 
when they took place. We do not know today whether mankind first originated 
in one particular place on this planet or simultaneously, or on different occasions 
in different centres in various continents of this world. Science is yet obscure 
because we do not have sufficient evidence.

But, whatever it is [whether human beings first evolved in Africa or Asia], 
the patent fact remains that through ages of interaction of climate and natural 
environment on human beings, we started evolving in different colours, and 
acquiring different features. In some places we have sharp pointed noses, in 
other places, we have broad and flat noses. In some places we have blond hair 
probably because of the lack of sunshine, in other places we have black hair 
because we have enough of sunshine and probably more than enough of it. In 
some places, we had coppery skin, and in other places yellow skin (there is no 
such thing as really white skin) and black or brownish. Somehow or the other, 
man who got so much enamoured of his own image, and gave the same image to 
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his Creator, naturally was an egocentric being, and being an egocentric being, 
he first thought that his own image was the best in creation, and there all this 
trouble started.

We know differences between animals; we know that a black cow or a brown 
cow or a white cow will all mix together, and graze together, but the white cow 
will not think she is superior because her skin is white nor the black cow feel 
inferior because her skin is black. However, because of our egotism, we started 
making this distinction at a very early stage of our history and you find cases of 
what we call colour prejudice in the Vedas, and in Vedic times, where ‘varuna’ 
is a very important word. Varuna means colour. Even in those days, colour was 
so important especially to the Aryan conquerors that those who lived in India 
before them were looked upon as people of inferior stock because the colour of 
their skin was black. They called them un-Aryans, and if it was left at just that, 
nobody would have anything to complain of, because they were Aryans, and 
the others Un-Aryans, but they went to the extent of calling them Dasyus: those 
who we consider inferior to us in appearance are also believed to be inferior to 
us in morality. Colour somehow got mixed up with morality and one thought 
that one’s own colour, if it was the best in the world, one’s own morals or way of 
life must also be the best, and that is how the divisions started.

Probably these divisions would have remained confined to various areas where 
differences and the distinctions in the features took place, but by nature man 
is a migratory animal. He cannot stay still. He must wander not only in spirit 
but even physically. He is an eternal wanderer and he can never feel happy 
by staying at one place; he must go on moving; he must go on exploring, he 
must go on discovering. Now, we have reached the stage where we feel we have 
discovered everything worth discovering on this planet, and we have now 
started wandering into space.

Now that wanderer: naturally, when he moved into another wanderer’s territory, 
created what we call in modern political terminology ‘problems.’ As an outsider, 
first, he was disliked and mistrusted, and there was resistance. In many cases 
he asserted his authority by conquering, and overpowering the people of the 
territory to which he went; in other countries he tried probably to insinuate 
his way and settle down there by pleasing them, by being friendly with them, 
by serving them. But that is how all these interminglings right throughout the 
world took place, and that is why when we talk of these three groups, we all 
have to agree that there is no such thing as pure Caucasian, or pure Mongolian, 
or pure Negro. 

That is why we have to say caucasoid, mongoloid, and negroid, but, essentially 
it is all now a mixture, an intermingling of all races and features. In one man 
you might say that he has got a Caucasian nose, but if he comes from Assam, 
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you might say the nose is Caucasian, but the eyes are Mongoloid—you might 
say of another man that he has a Caucasian chin or a Caucasian nose, but his lips 
are definitely Negroid. You might say of a man that all his features, except his 
hair, are Caucasoid, but his hair is definitely Negroid. So it is very difficult now 
to distinguish which human being belongs to which race. As a matter of fact, 
you might find various features in the same family—one brother might have a 
thick nose while another brother might have an aquiline nose like a Jew, a third 
brother might have thick or what we call sensuous lips, or a fourth brother 
might have a strong jawbone such as we associate with the Melanesians and the 
Polynesians. So in these days when we talk of race, it becomes more of a myth 
than a reality and in these days myths are more formidable and dangerous than 
realities can be.

And let us see what havoc these myths have created in history, but how, with 
all that havoc, it has nevertheless led to unity in many parts of the world. If we 
talk of the United Kingdom as a hotch-potch of races, probably people who call 
themselves English will raise their hands in protest, and say: what nonsense! 
But if they look at their own interesting history, they will find there have been 
waves of invasion. They now call themselves Britons but we ask where are 
those Britons? They were overpowered by their conquerors one after the other. 
Where are the Celts, the Gaels, the Angles and the Saxons? And in our own 
time, if you go to London, you will find that in a day’s walk, every race on this 
planet is represented in London. You meet an Arab, you meet an Indian, you 
meet a Chinese, you meet all the various races of Europe, and still, if you tell 
them you are a multi-racial society, they raise their hands in horror and say ‘no, 
we are not.’

Why? They have not confused the intellectual political concepts with physical 
features. Though there have been waves of invasion, one after the other, they 
were conquered even by the Romans, and later on, Germans came and ruled over 
them. Still, they all feel they are one people. They speak different languages. If 
you go to Wales, even on the railway stations, you will not be able to read the 
names of the place because they are written in the Welsh language. Sometimes 
the letters are so long that you start wondering what an effort it would be to 
pronounce the word, and then they say it and you simply stand surprised that 
all the length could not surely stand for such a short pronunciation.

They have realised what we call a common nation; in spite of all their differences 
they consider themselves inhabitants, and citizens of one country, with one 
problem, one cause. The most recent example of what they call multi-racial 
society, and the most outstanding example, is the United States of America, 
where all the races of the world are represented, where even the territories are 
far-flung, as far north to include the Eskimo, as far East to include the Polynesian. 
They all, in spite of all their racial differences, call themselves Americans. They 
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say that they are a united nation of all races, or as President Kennedy said—a 
nation of immigrants. [In Australia, a man could not] speak a word of English, 
and the Customs people were having difficulty in finding someone who could 
speak Greek. Yet, he was an Australian. He became an Australian as soon as he set 
his foot on the continent. It wasn't the language; it wasn't even his domicile; it 
wasn't even his culture, but one thing: his consciousness, and the consciousness 
of the people amongst whom he came and decided to reside. 

Let’s come nearer home now: Fiji. What has happened? How did we all happen 
to come here? Those whom we call Fijians they also did not come here in one 
wave. Nor are we sure that they all came from one place. Nor can we definitely 
say that they all belong to one racial stock. There were waves of invasion; they 
came and settled here and these waves took place as has happened in other parts 
of the world, through so many causes: some through the outside pressures in 
their original homes; they were pressed out by an invading race; some because 
they drifted on the high seas of the Pacific; some because they were going out 
through a spirit of adventure looking for new lands, and a new home and over 
the centuries these people settled down and now they all believe they are one 
people, one race.

Later on, the Europeans came here. First, men who had drifted here from 
shipwrecks, men who deserted and came here, later followed by other people 
who came here to live and settle down—so much so, that by 1874 (the time of 
the Deed of Cession) there was quite a large European community settled in Fiji, 
large enough to give enough trouble and enough headache to King Cakobau 
and Cakobau felt that the safest and the best way to get out of this trouble was 
to hand over this country to the British Crown. Those of you who have read 
the history of Fiji would know his memorable utterances at the time when he 
ceded Fiji to Great Britain where he describes the local Europeans of the day as 
‘cormorants on the beach.’25 That is how the Europeans’ first settlement took 
place in Fiji. After this, the Government came here, then the administration, 
members of the administration, capital came and with it came the managerial 
staff, and the question of labour arose.

Before the Deed of Cession, those Europeans who came to Fiji resorted to what 
is called the practice of black birding, and the Governor of Fiji, Sir Arthur 
Gordon, in order to save the Fijians from the European settlers of those days, 
decided that indentured labourers should be brought from India. That is how 
the Indians came to Fiji, with the result that we had a stratification of Fijians 
already in Fiji, some of whom may have originally passed through India in course 

25 Cakobau said, justifying cession, ‘If matters remain as they are, Fiji will become a driftwood in the sea, 
and be picked up by the first passer-by…Of one thing I am assured, that if we do not cede Fiji, the white 
stalkers on the beach , the cormorants, will open their maws and swallow us.’
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of their migration after generations. It is not a novel matter of theory: there are 
many anthropologists who hold that view that many of the Polynesians and 
Melanesians at some stage in their migrations may have passed through India, 
through Malaya and all these territories north of Australia and the East Indian 
islands to reach the South Pacific.

So it is a question of the time of migration: some came to Fiji early, while others 
came late, but let us face the hard fact: we are a nation of immigrants, in the 
words of President Kennedy. And the question now is that if we are a nation of 
immigrants—all of us—why is it that we do not recognise this fact and behave as 
a nation? History is responsible. Imperialism everywhere has been the greatest 
enemy and antagonist of nationalism. In every country which was under 
imperial rule, people were never described even as people, they were always 
described as peoples (in the plural). You go through the official documents of Fiji 
in the past, and you will find that officially we are referred to as peoples of Fiji 
communities, peoples, communities, never as people, never! 

The same thing you find in other countries. In India, it was always peoples of 
India—even the British historians when they wrote India’s history, it was always 
the peoples of India. Now we say people. So just now, there is a cross-current 
going one against the other. People who have awakened nationally and have 
national consciousness now realise that religion is immaterial, race is immaterial, 
even your way of life is immaterial. What is most important is a sense of political 
solidarity, a sense of unity, a sense of oneness. How can that come? Some people 
say that it is a very difficult process, that it is a time-consuming process, that 
you can’t achieve it in a day, you can’t achieve it in a decade, it must take a very 
long time, and you must start with your schools. Unless children of all races and 
religion attend the same school, you can’t, they say, build a nation.

I agree to a certain extent that it [common background] helps in building a 
nation but it is not a sine qua non that children of all races and groups should 
go to the same schools to develop that sense, that consciousness of a nation 
because, in England if that was so, students who receive their education in 
public schools and the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge would be a class 
apart from the rest of the English people, an exclusive group, a snobbish group, 
who never even socially mix with others. I remember when I was at school 
there and I wanted to find out to what class an English girl who a friend of 
mine wanted to marry belonged, and my friends of whom I enquired said to 
me: ‘Look, to be frank with you we would not shake hands with her, we would 
speak to her across the counter.’ Now, did that prevent our friend who said 
that he would not shake hands with her but speak to her across the counter 
and this lady who served her across the counter from feeling that they are both 
one people, both are English and both are members of the one nation. No, it is 
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a question, as I said, of consciousness, it is one of mental consciousness—it has 
nothing to do with the physical features. Mentally, it is a question of attitude, 
and it is a question of outlook. 

We can go on attending the same school, the same university, but quarelling all 
the while, fighting all the while, calling each other all sorts of names—you are 
an Indian, you are an European, you are a Fijian, you are a Chinese. In spite of 
studying in one place, we can’t even then achieve unity. So after all is said and 
done, it is a question of the mind, not a question of the colour. There is one 
sentence of the Bhagvad Gita which is very appropriate. The sentence says: ‘All 
creatures are bewildered because knowledge is covered with ignorance. Remove 
the cover of ignorance, and knowledge shines.’ It is the same thing with our 
nation, covered with the ignorance of racialism and sectarianism. Remove the 
cover, and the nation is there.

122: Bau—Renovation,26 13 December 1968

In view of the historical importance of the chiefly island of Bau, this Council 
suggests that the Government provide ways and means to start the renovation 
of the island and to preserve its historical relics and monuments. It is needless 
to say that every country cherishes and attaches a great deal of importance to 
its history, and Fiji is no exception. Unfortunately, the recorded history of Fiji 
is very, very short, in fact it is hardly more than two hundred years old. Before 
we lose the landmarks it is high time that the Government took some steps to 
preserve them.

Ratu Popi [Seniloli] was a friend of mine and at his invitation I visited Bau and 
spent three days with him as his guest, and I must say I have very happy memories 
of that island. The First Council of Chiefs member [Ratu George Cakobau] was a 
student at Waganui then, the Minister for Commerce and Industry [Ratu Edward 
Cakobau] was working in the Magistrate’s Court in Suva. Ratu Popi showed me 
some very important relics and I am quite sure some of those would pass on as 
heirlooms of the family and, as far as they are concerned, I am quite confident 
that members of the House of Cakobau will be quite capable of looking after 
them. But, it would be, in my opinion, unfair to place the entire burden on 
the people of Bau to preserve the monuments and historical landmarks on that 
island, as well as undergo considerable expenditure to conserve the island from 
serious erosion.

26 This motion came after a highly charged by-election in 1968, when race riots were threatened. Sir Vijay 
R Singh told me that the Alliance Party was completely taken by surprise, ‘flattened,’ by Patel’s motion, and 
how it helped in healing frayed relations in the Legislative Council.
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I was reading a paper by Sir Ronald Garvey27 which was read before the ‘Fiji 
Society’ on the chiefly island of Bau. After going through the very interesting 
history of that island, he came to the present state of that island, and when I 
read that part I personally was deeply moved. This is what the report says: ‘His 
Excellency said that he had chosen his subject to emphasise the importance 
of Bau in the history of Fiji. Since he had been here as Governor, Bau had not 
been maintained in a satisfactory state of repair. The comparison of photographs 
taken in 1947 with those taken in 1952 were very depressing. In 1947 it was a 
spick and span island—and I can testify to that myself, it was so in the year 
1933—the docks were well maintained but somehow since the 1950’s the island 
had not been kept in a good state of repair. His Excellency said that he had been 
looking for suggestions on how to maintain it as he had got the impression that 
the island was going to slip back and become a mangrove swamp.’

If that is [not] the state of affairs, a responsible person like Governor Garvey 
would not have stated it in a very responsible paper read before a very responsible 
Society of eminent scholars of this country. If that is so, then I emphasise that it 
is not only the duty of the people of Bau but of the Government of this country 
to see that that island does not get into that state and, as I have mentioned before, 
it is the duty of this country to see that the historical relics and monuments on 
that island are preserved and passed on from generation to generation.

Those who have gone to Britain must have seen with what loving care and 
attachment the Government and people of Britain look upon and preserve such 
ancient relics of the days of heathenism—like the stone henge. It is not too late 
even now to preserve and protect the platform and site of the famous temples 
of this historic island, to take steps to preserve and protect places and buildings 
which are associated with King Cakobau and his ancestors.

According to Sir Ronald Garvey, the amount required does not appear to be 
very much. His Excellency said that he had thought of an idea which was 
probably a new one for Fiji, ‘A Society of Friends of Bau’. The members of such 
a society would subscribe each year and provided the Society was large, the 
annual subscription would be small. The money would be used to maintain the 
island. When he had been thinking about this idea, His Excellency said that he 
had not quite realised that something new was happening at Bau. The present 
Vunivalu, Ratu George Cakobau, had been applying his mind and energies to 
the very problem that His Excellency had been concerned about for many years. 
Ratu George hoped to raise £2,000 to start the renovation of Bau. The most 
recent estimate that His Excellency had had was slightly over £5,000. However 
the Vunivalu had come home and he hoped to raise the money but there was still 
quite a large gap. His Excellency suggested that there might be some value in 
exploring his ideas. He did not himself wish to take the initiative.

27 Governor of Fiji, 1952-1958.
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Now I say that the time has now come when the Government can take the 
initiative and serve posterity in keeping up, maintaining and preserving links 
with the past.

123: New Year's Greetings, 1969

As the Leader of the Opposition and President of the National Federation Party, I 
extend to each and all my best wishes for a very happy, peaceful and prosperous 
New Year. In many ways, the year 1969 is a year of great promise for mankind, 
Man has already circled around the moon at a close range, and it will not be long 
before man sets his foot on another world. It will be the greatest achievement 
in mankind's history.

This most wonderful achievement in science and technology remains sadly 
unmatched by wisdom in man’s relations with his fellow men. The people of 
Vietnam, Nigeria, and the Middle East are subjected to destruction and privation 
before which the year’s natural disasters, grave and tragic as they were, pale into 
insignificance. Let us all hope and pray that those who occupy seats of power 
will be blessed with wisdom and strive to bring about peace and brotherhood 
among men.

All men are brothers and all brothers should enjoy equal status, equal rights, 
equal responsibilities and equal opportunities to live and serve one another 
with equal dignity to promote wealth and prosperity for all. This is what the 
United Nations Charter of Fundamental Human Rights stands for. Let us hope 
that the words of the Charter will be translated into deed everywhere to the 
greater glory of man and his Creator.

On the domestic scene, the year 1969 is a year of great promise. This year, Fiji 
most likely will see most important political changes. If the people of Fiji are 
to live in unity and peace and prosper, it is most important that the political 
changes should, as clearly as possible, translate the fundamental human rights 
into a reality for all the people of this country regardless of race, religion, sex or 
origin. To bring about such a political change requires good will, courage and 
dedication on the part of all concerned. With the existing fund of good will and 
harmony, we can build a grand edifice fit for free men and women to live with 
dignity, peace and prosperity.

The economic amelioration of the people of this country, especially the cane 
farmers, will largely depend upon the contract they will be able to negotiate 
with the [Colonial Sugar Refining] Company. Let us hope and pray that the 
parties succeed in negotiating a contract which ensures a fair and just return 
to the farmers who are the economic back bone of this country. Let us hope 
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that the structure of wages will also improve considerably, ensuring a higher 
standard of living to all concerned. Let us hope that the new year will bring 
increased health and wealth to each and all, here and everywhere.

Mere good wishes and hopes do not take us very far. We have to strive and work 
hard to realize our aspirations. We cannot improve our standard of living unless 
we share what we produce equitably. Even with the most equitable distribution, 
unless we produce more, we cannot have much to share. Our prosperity largely 
depends upon purposeful and tireless endeavour on the part of all. It is hard 
intelligent work accompanied by thrift which makes individuals as well nations 
prosperous. Let us not forget that our destiny is largely in our own hands. Let 
us bend to the task and direct our energies in the channels which will make Fiji 
a prosperous, strong and peaceful nation of free, happy and prosperous men 
and women.

124: Hail Deliverer28

There is already so much written and said about Gandhiji, and there will be so 
much more written and said in this hundredth year of his birth, that it appears 
naïve and presumptuous to add to this already existing plethora. It would be 
impossible to find another man in the history of mankind who has spoken, 
written and done as much as Gandhiji has done, dealing with all subjects and 
matters touching human life. It would be more appropriate to read what he has 
written and said (which is preserved for us by faithful devotees like Mahadev 
Desai and Pyrelal) and remind ourselves of the great message he has left for each 
and all of us rather than make a foolish attempt to show the sun with a candle.

And yet, I cannot resist the urge to pay my humble tribute to the Great Father 
who has guided my footsteps and saved me from many pitfalls in life. In spite of 
great strides which a portion of mankind has made in science and technology, in 
spite of man becoming a visitor of moons, in spite of some countries possessing 
the power to wipe out life from the planet, we are living essentially in the age of 
great pollution. The atmosphere is polluted by nuclear fallouts and poisonous 
discharges which engines and machines are emitting ceaselessly day and night 
on the land, on the seas and in the skies. Our air is polluted, our waters are 
polluted and so is our land and what grows on it. The machine has become 
the master and man its slave. Though that champion unscrupulous master of 
psychological warfare, Dr Goebbels, perished towards the end of the Second 
World War, his spiritual children have sprung up all over the world, thicker and 
more prolific than nut grass, who are polluting all media of mass communication 

28 Written very shortly before his death on 1 October 1969.
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with half truths and downright lies, vitiating the minds of the trusting and the 
gullible, so much so that trust which was a commendable virtue once upon a 
time, has now become a dangerous weakness. We drink and wash in polluted 
water, we breathe polluted air, we eat polluted food, our minds, our emotions 
and our spiritual life are polluted daily in the name of news, information, 
knowledge and religion. In this age of physical, mental, moral and spiritual 
pollution, Gandhiji lived as an embodiment of physical, mental, moral and 
spiritual purity. He was the greatest purifier the world has known.

Apart form the Punjab, Bengal and Maharashtra which were led by Lal, Pal 
and Bal,29 politics in the rest of India had more or less fallen in the hands of 
self-seeking, educated sycophants who called themselves moderates and who 
led their existence completely isolated from India’s masses and whose political 
activity consisted mainly in holding meetings, passing resolutions, sending 
petitions and leading deputations. Gandhiji was already enshrined in the 
hearts of the teeming millions of Indians as a true friend of the poor and the 
downtrodden and as a man of God. He was a saint before he entered politics and 
his very presence, and the moral and spiritual means he employed to overthrow 
the biggest empire in history, sanctified politics which was, and still is, a dirty 
word in many parts of the world. He exhorted people to spin and weave their 
own cloth, and hand spun and hand woven khaddar which even a man like 
Jawaharlal Nehru initially described as a ‘livery’ of freedom, became a symbol 
of moral purity, sacrifice and selfless service. It was the passing of the odious 
and oppressive Rowlett Act30 which brought Gandhiji into Indian politics. 
His first step was to declare a India-wide hartal (strike). He urged that the day 
should be a day of fasting and prayer. This was to be followed by a Satyagraha 
Campaign but the mob violence in Chauri Chaura, which had nothing to do 
with Gandhiji, or his Satyagraha Campaign, made him change his mind at the 
last minute because he thought the people of 

India were not ready for it.

Gandhiji called Satyagraha pledge an attempt to introduce the religious spirit 
into politics. We may no longer believe in the doctrine of ‘tit for tat’, we may not 
meet hatred with hatred, violence with violence, evil with evil; but we have to 
make a continuous and persistent effort to return good for evil. The Satyagraha 
Campaign constituted an attempt to revolutionise politics and restore moral 
force to its original station. By resorting to non-cooperation, the spinning wheel 
and the salt Satyagraha, he made India free in 1930. Not all the King-emperor’s 
horses nor all the King-emperor’s men could bring unarmed Indians to their 

29 The reference here is to Indian nationalist leaders Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin Chandra 
Pal.
30 An act passed on the recommendation of the Rowlatt Commission in March 1919 indefinitely extending 
emergency powers during World War I to control public unrest and conspiracy.
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knees. The pure weapon of non-cooperation and Satyagraha made the British 
raj powerless and India invincible. He purified politics by non-cooperation and 
Satyagraha, he purified religion by wiping out untouchability and breaking 
down barriers of caste. He purified individuals by placing before them his own 
example of simple living and high thinking and selfless service. There was no 
aspect of life which Gandhiji did not touch and by his very touch purified and 
sanctified it.

Gandhiji began his political career as the leader of the opposition to the British 
Raj though he never sat as a member of any legislature or parliament, and he 
continued as the leader of the opposition even after India became free and his 
own disciples became the rulers of India. He criticized the extravagance of the 
Nehru government and kept on reminding him that a poor country like India 
could ill-afford the pomp and ceremony which was continued after India’s 
independence. He even criticized the expensive quality of stationery used 
by ministers. It is one of the great ironies of life that a few weeks before his 
assassination, he had to resort to fasting against his own followers including 
Nehru and Sardar Patel.31 It is equally an irony of life that a man who was 
revered and worshipped by millions as an incarnation of God was killed by a 
Hindu. He lived and worked and sacrificed his life to bring about unity and 
peace. Partition of India made  both communities mad and savage and both of 
them in the hour of savage madness turned on him. While Gandhiji was killed 
in New Delhi, his statue was being destroyed in Karachi.

Since his death Gandhiji has become an instrument of exploitation in the corridors 
of power, but he lives in the hearts of the oppressed and the downtrodden, 
giving them hope, inspiration and courage to face arrogant oppressive power 
with their knees unbended and their heads held high.

British Raj was destroyed in the early morning of April 1930 when Gandhiji 
bathed in the sea and picked a pinch of salt on the shore at Dandi. No wonder 
Mrs Sarojni Naidu, the great poetess, who was standing by his side cried out, 
‘Hail Deliverer!’ The echo of these words will always reverberate through the 
corridors of history. Mankind will always remember him as the Great Purifier—
the Great Deliverer.

Of all the lawyers who appeared before me, AD Patel was outstanding; 
intellectually the most brilliant, as a character the most honourable, and as an 
advocate the most persuasive. Quick in mind, fluent in speech, he stood out 
above all. He even outshone Mr. Brennan [former Chief Justice of Australia]. It 
was his persuasive advocacy that led me to my report which was in favour of the 
growers and against the millers.

31 Sirdar Patel, India’s Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister, whose hardline tactics brought the 
Indian princely states into the Indian Union. 


