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Contributors

Jon Altman is a research professor in economic anthropology at the Centre 
for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research (CAEPR) at The Australian National 
University. From 1990 - 2010 he was foundation director of CAEPR. He is now an 
Australian Research Council Australian Professorial Fellow. His research focuses 
on issues of interculturality and economic hybridity in remote Indigenous 
Australia.

Gwenda Baker is an historian and a consultant. She has a PhD in history from 
Monash University where she has also been a Research Fellow. She is currently 
Adjunct Research Fellow at the Monash Indigenous Centre. She has a long 
association with the people on Elcho Island, the site of one of the early Methodist 
missions in North East Arnhem Land. Her research interests include Aboriginal 
contact history and the interactions between Aborigines, governments and 
missions; gender and religion; families and Yolngu value systems; cross-cultural 
intersections of religion, Aboriginal leadership and governance; and land rights 
and mining in the Northern Territory. 

Giovanni (Nanni) Concu completed his doctorate in January 2005 at the 
University of Western Australia. He taught environmental economics at the 
Universita’ di Sassari (Italy) for several years, held a posdoctoral fellowship at 
the University of Queensland, and conducted research in Arnhem Land through 
Charles Darwin University. From 2009 to 2011 he was a faculty member of the 
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research at The Australian National 
University, where he carried out research on the environmental needs and costs 
of environmental management in two IPAs (Djelk and Dhimurru) in Arnhem 
Land, funded by the Tropical Rivers and Coastal Knowledge (TRaCK) hub.

Cameo Dalley is an anthropologist based in Brisbane with experience working 
in native title and cultural heritage with Aboriginal groups in south-east 
Queensland, western Cape York and the Northern Territory. She has previously 
published on intercultural engagements centered around the Mornington 
Island mission in the early 20th century and on the concept of indigeneity 
both in Australia and internationally. As part of her doctoral research she 
undertook ethnographic fieldwork on the remote Aboriginal community of 
Mornington Island in north-west Queensland. Other research interests include 
race relations, periods of transition for Aboriginal youth, alcohol and violence 
in remote communities and the use of mobile phones and social networking 
sites by Mornington Islanders. She is currently Secretary of the Australian 
Anthropological Society. 
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Natasha Fijn is a College of the Arts and Social Sciences Research Fellow at 
The Australian National University (2011-2014).  Her current research relates to 
the connections between Yolngu and culturally significant animals in north-east 
Arnhem Land. The research employs ethnographic film and other visual material 
as tools to investigate Yolngu connections with animals.  She is the author of 
Living with Herds: human-animal coexistence in Mongolia (2011), which focuses 
on herders and their herd animals and their domestic co-existence.  Natasha 
was a co-organiser of the conference on Indigenous participation in Australian 
Economies at the National Museum of Australia in 2009.

Andrew Gunstone is a Senior Lecturer in Australian Indigenous Studies in 
the School of Applied Media and Social Sciences at Monash University. His 
main research interests are in the politics of Australian reconciliation and the 
contemporary and historical political relationships between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples in Australia. He is also the founder and editor of the 
Journal of Australian Indigenous Issues.

Kristyn Harman completed her PhD in 2008 at the University of Tasmania 
where she lectures in Aboriginal Studies. Her research interests include cross-
cultural contact on British colonial frontiers, frontier experiences of working 
class women, Indigenous life histories, and legal history. Kristyn is the author 
of Aboriginal Convicts: Australian, Khoisan and Māori Exiles (2012).

After training and working in the visual arts, Ian Keen gained a BSc in 
anthropology at University College London (1973) and a PhD in anthropology 
at The Australian National University (1979). He is the author of Knowledge and 
Secrecy in an Aboriginal Religion (1994), and Aboriginal Economy and Society  
(2004) as well as many articles in journals and edited books, and he edited 
Being Black: Aboriginal Cultures in ‘Settled’ Australia, as well as Indigenous 
Participation in Australian Economies (2010) and other collections of essays. 
His research interests have included Yolngu kinship and religion, Aboriginal 
land rights, Aboriginal economy, and language and sociality. He taught at the 
University of Queensland and The Australian National University, where he is 
now a Visiting Fellow.

A Queensland-based freelance consultant historian, Dr Ros Kidd’s five-year 
research into previously unseen State government files relating to the control of 
Aboriginal people was the basis of her 1997 book The Way We Civilise (1997).  
Her subsequent publications include Black Lives, Government Lies (2002), and 
Trustees on Trial: recovering the stolen wages (2006). Dr Kidd has worked for 
numerous native title claimants, and has written for the Stolen Generations 
Inquiry (1997), the Indigenous Crime Taskforce (1999), the Forde Inquiry into 
Abuse of Children in State Institutions (1999), and the Cape York Justice Study 
(2001). She acted as expert witness in the 1996 Human Rights inquiry into 
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underpaid wages, and was instrumental in the establishment of the 2006 Senate 
Committee of Inquiry into the missing wages and entitlements of Aboriginal 
people during the 20th century. Her submission was published in 2007 as Hard 
Labour, Stolen Wages (2007).

Christopher Lloyd is Professor of Economic History at University of New 
England, Armidale, Australia, and Visiting Professor at the Nordwel Centre at 
Helsinki University, Finland.  He studied at the Universities of New England, 
Sussex, and Oxford.  His research interests have been in the methodology 
and theory of social science history, Australian historical political economy, 
comparative history of settler economies, comparative history of welfare 
states, and the long-run evolutionary geo-economic history of the past half 
millennium.  Earlier books include Explanation in Social History (1986), The 
Structures of History (1993), and  Settler Economies in World History (with 
Jacob Metzer and Richard Sutch) (2012). Recent articles have appeared 
in, among other places, Australian Economic History Review, History and 
Theory, Journal of Australian Political Economy, Österreichische Zeitschrift für 
Geschichtswissenschaft, New Zealand Journal of History, and Australian Journal 
of Political Science. 

Paul Memmott is a multi-disciplinary researcher (architect/anthropologist) 
and the Director of the Aboriginal Environments Research Centre (AERC) at the 
University of Queensland, where he is Professor in the School of Architecture 
and the Institute of Social Science Research (ISSR). The AERC provides a 
focus for postgraduate research and applied research consultancy throughout 
Australia. Its field of research encompasses the cross-cultural study of the 
people-environment relations of Indigenous peoples with their natural and 
built environments. Services are provided to remote and urban Aboriginal 
groups across most States. Research interests encompass Aboriginal housing and 
settlement design, Aboriginal access to institutional architecture, Indigenous 
constructs of place and cultural heritage, vernacular architecture and Native 
Title, social planning in Indigenous communities, and issues of homelessness, 
crowding, mobility and family violence.

Maria Nugent is an ARC Future Fellow in the Australian Centre for Indigenous 
History in the School of History at The Australian National University. Before 
this, she was based at the Centre for Historical Research at the National Museum 
of Australia. She has been involved with the La Perouse Aboriginal community 
for over twenty-five years. Her books include Botany Bay: Where Histories Meet 
(2005) and Captain Cook Was Here (2009). She is currently working on a large 
research project on Aboriginal people’s historical remembrance.

Alan O’Connor’s working life has been spent in government, engaged in 
research and policy development in the fields of justice, housing, social justice, 
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and data analysis.  He worked for a decade as the Research Officer in the 
Department of State Aboriginal Affairs in South Australia with the main focus 
of monitoring and coordinating agency responses to the Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. He is a life member of Habitat for Humanity 
Australia, where he has been involved for many years in building houses with 
low income families in Australia and Asia, working on boards and developing 
policy.

Michael Pickering is currently the Head of Curatorial and Research with the 
National Museum of Australia.  He has a wide range of research interests and 
has published over 40 articles on topics ranging from political cartoons, material 
culture, cannibalism, settlement patterns, exhibitions, ethics, and repatriation. 

Since 1994 Anthony Redmond has worked in the northern Kimberley region 
with Ngarinyin people and their neighbours, in Central Australia since 2002, 
and in Cape York Peninsula since 2005. During this time he has conducted 
ethnographic research into transformations in local economies, Indigenous 
relationships with pastoralists, traditional cosmology, sung traditions and 
bodily experiences of time and country, as well as conducting applied native 
title and lands rights research. His most recent work has been focused on 
death and grieving, the comic in everyday Ngarinyin life, the social and ritual 
importance of body fat, and a phenomenology of travelling in community 
trucks. Anthony is currently a Visiting Research Fellow at Centre for Aboriginal 
Economic Policy Research at The Australian National University, where he 
was an Australian Research Council Chief Investigator in a Linkage project on 
Indigenous participation in the Australia colonial economy (2007-11).

Fiona Skyring is a historian. While employed by the Kimberley Land Council 
from 1999 to 2005 as an expert witness, Fiona gave evidence on behalf of native 
title applicants in five trials in the Federal Court. Since then Fiona has worked 
for organisations representing native title applicants in Western Australia and 
Queensland, as well as contributing to community history projects and academic 
publications. She is the author of ‘Justice: A history of the Aboriginal Legal 
Service of Western Australia’. Fiona was a research associate in the Australia 
Research Council funded Linkage project on Indigenous participation in the 
Australian economy.

Gretchen Marie Stolte is a doctoral candidate in anthropology at The 
Australian National University’s School of Archaeology & Anthropology. She 
holds degrees in art history (BA honours, University of Oregon, USA) and 
anthropology (MAnth, ANU). Her research focuses on the relationship between 
images and identity among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists in 
urban and regional centres. As well as artworks such as paintings, linoprints, 
batiks, carvings and sculptures, Gretchen also researches contemporary dance, 
costumes and music.
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Peter Thorley has been working on heritage projects with Western Desert 
Aboriginal communities since 1986. Since joining the National Museum of 
Australia in 2006, he has provided specialist curatorial advice on several of 
the Museum’s exhibitions including “Papunya Painting: Out of the Desert”, 
“Yiwarra Kuju: the Canning Stock Route” and “Warakurna: All The Stories Got 
Into Our Minds and Eyes”. He is currently a partner investigator in the ARC 
Linkage project entitled Pintupi Dialogues: Reconstructing Memories of Art, 
Land and Community Through the Visual Record, and was partner investigator 
in the Australia Research Council funded Linkage project on Indigenous 
participation in the Australian colonial economy.  

Petronella Vaarzon-Morel is an independent anthropologist with extensive 
experience working with Aboriginal people across central Australia. She has 
conducted research for Aboriginal land claims and native title claims in the 
Northern Territory, Western Australia and Queensland. She has also collaborated 
on interdisciplinary projects concerned with intercultural environmental issues 
for which she was a recipient of the Northern Territory Government’s Desert 
Knowledge Research and Innovation Award in both 2008 and 2010. She studied 
anthropology at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, and has written on a 
range of issues including Aboriginal history, housing, art and the environment. 
Her publications include peer reviewed reports, monographs and journal 
articles. 

John White is a Visiting Fellow with the School of Archaeology and 
Anthropology at The Australian National University. His recently completed 
anthropology PhD thesis entitled On the road to Nerrigundah: An historical 
anthropology of Indigenous-settler relations in the Eurobodalla region of New South 
Wales draws on ethnographic and archival research. This research was part of 
the Australian Research Council Linkage project on Indigenous participation in 
the Australian colonial economy.




