
vii

Acknowledgments

An Australian Research Council (ARC) Federation Fellowship at The Australian 
National University supported John Braithwaite to plan and read for the 
Peacebuilding Compared project. ARC Discovery grants then funded its 
execution. The Grawemeyer Prize for Ideas for Improving World Order and the 
Stockholm Prize in Criminology also supported the research. Personal thanks 
to Jerry Lee—not only as principal benefactor of the Stockholm Prize, but for 
his financial support for our work at the Centre for Restorative Justice at The 
Australian National University over 15 years.

Hilary Charlesworth has proved an inspiring colleague. Though she did 
not participate in this Indonesian research, Hilary joins us in the wider 
Peacebuilding Compared project. Leah Dunn provided wise leadership of 
diverse kinds in managing the data collection. Kate Macfarlane took Leah’s place 
as manager of the project as the Indonesian volume was being completed. We 
also acknowledge Kate’s careful research and data-management contributions 
to finishing it, as we do those of Celeste Ecuyer, Charlie Beauchamp-Wood and 
Nick Kitchin. We are also indebted to many wonderful colleagues in the College 
of Asia and the Pacific of The Australian National University who passed on 
helpful advice and comments in the corridors and in seminars based on their 
deep knowledge of Indonesia. Particular thanks to Valerie Braithwaite, who 
has influenced all chapters, though she is responsible as a co-author only for 
Chapter 2, with Michael Cookson (who has also been a font of wisdom and 
longstanding knowledge of Indonesia). 

Thanks to our ANU E Press editor, Margaret Thornton, and managers, Lorena 
Kanellopoulos and Duncan Beard, for sage advice and to Jan Borrie for careful 
copyediting. Their wonderful publishing model means this book is available 
free on the Internet, yet is also available at a modest price as a handsome hard 
copy. This is a special virtue for research of which the important readers are 
in developing countries. We are also grateful for the suggestions made by the 
anonymous referees who assisted them; these resulted in considerable rewriting 
that improved the manuscript.

Our biggest debt is to the Indonesians, but also to folk in The Netherlands, the 
United States, Australia, Papua New Guinea and many other countries who were 
interviewed for the research between 2006 and 2009. Some gave a lot of their 
time and candour—in some cases, on multiple occasions. A few, particularly 
in Papua, took some risks in being seen talking to us. We cannot acknowledge 
them by name in accordance with our approval by the ANU Ethics Committee. 
Some who acted as interpreters and helped in other important ways also asked 
not to be named. Most of these people, however, agreed to become members of 



Anomie and Violence

viii

our advisory panel for one or more of the Indonesian conflicts. Most advisory 
panel members assisted with suggesting contacts to interview and publications 
to read and commented on drafts as well as providing other forms of invaluable 
advice. Many were extraordinarily generous with their time. Of course they bear 
no responsibility for the interpretative and factual errors that remain in the final 
text. We are grateful to the wider community of scholars of Indonesia whose 
work has shaped every chapter. It is invidious to single out two, but Jacques 
Bertrand’s Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia (2004) and Gerry van 
Klinken’s Communal Violence and Democratization in Indonesia: Small town wars 
(2007) have influenced the development of the theoretical framework of anomie 
and Mertonian opportunity theory that infuses every chapter, alongside the 
themes of non-truth, reconciliation and ‘gotong royong’. This is not to suggest 
that either of them would necessarily find this theoretical framing attractive. 

All readers are invited to post comments and suggestions on the future direction 
of the project at  http://peacebuilding.anu.edu.au

John Braithwaite 
The Australian National University



This text is taken from Anomie and Violence: Non-truth and Reconciliation 
in Indonesian Peacebuilding, by John Braithwaite, Valerie Braithwaite, 
Michael Cookson and Leah Dunn, published 2010 by ANU E Press,  

The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.


