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Appendix 1. ‘My Dearest Aunt’

This is a transcript of the draft of the letter that was written by Crossan in the 
first few pages of the notebook that he later used as a diary. It was drafted in 
Clinton, Otago, in ‘the second month of spring’, in other words probably in 
October 1881. His aunt was resident in Victoria, Australia. It is likely that this 
woman was his mother’s sister as he mentions her care for him as an infant, 
possibly after the sudden death of his father.

Clinton 1881

My Dearest Aunt,

For the first time during my sojourn in life I take the greatest pleasure 
in writing you this letter at my Dear Mothers request. I have been going 
to write you a letter several times but some how or other I could never 
make up my mind to do so thinking to myself that I could not compose a 
letter good enough to send over the waters. although never succeeding 
seeing you, by what Dear Mother tells me you have seen me and nursed 
me but those days are out of recollection. I have seen your letters in our 
album and also that of my Uncle and my Dear Cousin Clementine.

When you see the address at the top of the letter you will see I am not 
living at home I am 70 miles further down south in a small & rising 
township called Clinton the centre of what promises to be a great farming 
district in the future. It is all a newly settled country this where I am. 
But where my people are it is of a more civilised appearance. Father is 
not in Tottomairiro [Tokomairiro district] just now although we have a 
place of Business there which is leased to a man that was working for 
us for 15 years. Tottomairiro as regards business at the present time is 
very quiet but in Berwick that is the name where Father has his Business 
just now is also a thriving place and they have a very nice property 
there and a very good Business in the way of Draper Grocer Baker & 
everything you can think of one has got to turn their hand too to get on 
in New Zealand

I believe it is a very fine climate in Victoria rather to warm sometimes as 
it is too cold her [sic] occasionally but this is a very healthy climate & a 
very productive country in the way of Grain, Sheep & Cattle, wool and 
Dairy Products. In fact Dairy Produce is a complete Pest in the summer 
time no market for it here at all and in Country Storekeeping it comprises 
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the cheaf [sic] feature in the trade to do anything like a business you 
must go into it.  Business in N.Z. has been at an utter stagnation for these 
last 4 years but it is beginning to revive again. 

I got my Photo taken to send you over one but I have left them at home 
and I will write and tell Mother to send you one if she has not sent you 
one before this time as she kept one to send over to you. But if they are 
all away I will get them takin [sic] shortly again I wont forget to send 
one them

At the present time when I am writing this long epistle there is snow 
lying on the ground 6 inchs [sic] deep although it is the second month 
of spring – but we often have our worst weather in the spring season. 
The winter here has been a good one. Dear Mother is in the very best of 
health as she generally is she is a perfect wonder if you only knew what 
she manages to do. She is the main stay of Father’s Business always at the 
Books and a very correct Bookeeper [sic] too. My eldest sister Agnes is 
of some help to Mother now very good in the house as does principally 
all the cooking & makes herself generally usefull in the Store at times 
Agnes & Johny was up the Country some time ago on a trip to their 
grandpapas & their uncles the [sic] live a long way up the Country at the 
Tiviot [Teviot] All my uncles are Farmers some of them on a large scale 
& go in for making money. Elizabeth that the name of my second sister 
she is pretty useful to Mother now & Richard he is the smart one on the 
family list he is going to be a clever lad he is all there for riding horses he 
is quiet [sic] an expert at it and as we have plenty of horses Dick makes 
very good use of them always taking care to give the riding ones plenty 
of exercise He goes out coursing hares with the grey hounds sometimes 
with Jack & always succeeds in getting some. Hares are very plentiful 
here and Game of all sorts

Margaret and Mary are the two youngsters of the family. Maggie and 
myself are supposed to be the very image of our Mother. Maggie is quiet 
[sic] a little chatterbox. She would make you laugh if you only heard her 
sometimes. As for myself I have mentioned before in the letter I am now 
at Clinton. I am Head Storman [sic] for Robert Scobie a large Storkeeper 
[sic] up here. I thought in my mind I would take a short trip from home 
for a shortish time to see what the world is like and I am getting on fine.

It is the first situation ever I was at in my life but I am pretty well up in 
the Storekeeping Business. I am going to make it my profession. I get a 
very good salary £150 - - a year with a Bonus of £20 - - at the end of my 
term with Board & Loding [sic] & I can make myself pretty comfortable 
out of that. I will be 20 years of age on the 11th Day of December 1881 
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that is my Birthday and by the next Birthday if I am spared me and Dear 
Mother will be in Melbourne for a short stay to see you if all goes well 
as I hope it will. It is Mothers greatest wish to see you. She is always 
talking of taking a trip. But really I dont know how she will manage to 
get away but we will make some arrangements for the long talked of trip 
by that time.  As this is my first attempt to write such a long letter as 
this I must draw to a conclusion. You can expect to get one of my photos 
as soon as I get them taken hoping this will reach its destination in due 
course of time. And in return I expect [one line left blank] and also a few 
words from my Dear Cousin Clementine and I will be only to glad to pay 
attention and correspond back to it again. With kindest love dear Aunt 
& Uncle & the remainder of the family, hoping you are all in excellent 
health and enjoying the pleasures of this life.

I remain

Your loving & ever remembering Nephew

William Crossan

Adress c/o  

Robert Scobie

Merchant

Cluto 

Otago

New Zealand


