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Appendix 5. Recommendations from 
the 1995 Expert Group on Renewable 

Energy Technologies

The Development and Use of Renewable 
Energy Technologies

Report of the Expert Group on Renewable Energy 
Technologies (EGRET) to the Minister for Primary 
Industries and Energy, February 1996

The previous chapter has considered many possible strategies that the 
Commonwealth Government could use to promote the development and use 
of renewable energy technologies. The Expert Group believes that to achieve 
a sustainable renewable energy industry, an integrated program of market and 
industry development is necessary. To enable the industry to take advantage 
of the opportunities that such a program will give it, it is important that the 
Commonwealth Government supports the industry with a consistent and long 
term program.

The Expert Group considers that the recommendations put forward will provide 
an effective and cost efficient framework of action for the Commonwealth 
Government to support the development and use of renewable energy 
technologies. Significant changes in energy use can be expected to take many 
years to achieve. The Expert Group therefore believes that it is essential that 
strong government action to support renewable should begin immediately. This 
will enable Australia to achieve the major social, economic and environmental 
benefits possible from increased use of renewable energy and a robust and 
internationally competitive renewable energy industry.

The Expert Group sees these recommendations as focusing on developing 
the opportunities for, and market strengths of renewable energy, as well as 
addressing the impediments to it.

The recommendations of the Expert Group are that:

•	 The Commonwealth Government declare the renewable industry as strategic 
for Australia and a key target for development assistance, because of its 
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combination of environmental benefits, local and export market potential, 
local technological base, potential for industry growth and consequent 
future contribution to the economy.

•	 A peak renewable energy industry body be formed. The Commonwealth 
Government should provide $250,000 per annum for five years to this body 
for interface with Government on policy issues as they impact on renewable 
energy and for access to and implementation of renewable energy programs. 
Specific tasks for the peak body should include:

•	 Investigating the merits of an export credit scheme for renewable energy 
technologies;

•	 Undertaking a study of renewable energy support schemes, both in 
Australia and internationally;

•	 Supporting an officer to focus on overseas markets and marketing, 
including seeking access by the Australian renewable energy industry 
to international development funds (additional $100,000 per annum 
from the Commonwealth to be matched by industry).

•	 A Standing Committee of the Australian and New Zealand Minerals and 
Energy Council (ANZMEC) be established on renewable energy, to report 
to the Council of Australian Governments (CoAG). This Committee would 
provide advice on the implementation of established policies as they impact 
on the renewable energy industry and also on further policy development. 
The Committee will consult with the peak industry body on relevant matters.

•	 The Commonwealth Government encourage through consultative 
mechanisms, such as the Council of Australian Governments (CoAG), the 
continuation of the reforms in the energy supply industries to ensure their 
operation on a fully commercial basis, including:

•	 The removal, within 10 year, of implicit and explicit subsidies and cross-
subsidies in energy pricing;

•	 Mandating that energy service providers conduct least cost planning for 
all grid extensions, service upgrades, or substantial reconstruction and 
new service provisions, with the least cost alternative to be supplied to 
customers;

•	 In recognition that the impact on the renewable energy industry resulting 
from these distortions is likely to continue for some time, governments 
providing compensating assistance to the renewable energy industry 
during the period of transition;

•	 The delivery of community service obligations by means other than 
energy pricing.

•	 The Commonwealth Government establish explicit goals for 2000, 2010 
and 2020 for the increased contribution of renewable energy sources to 



Appendix 5 . Recommendations from the 1995 Expert Group on Renewable Energy Technologies

93

the Australian energy supply mix. Implementation programs should be 
developed at local, State/Territory and Commonwealth Government levels. 
Progress towards goals should be reported by the ANZMEC Standing 
Committee on Renewable Energy to CoAG.

•	 The Commonwealth Government in conjunction with State Governments 
(possibly via CoAG or the proposed ANZMEC committee) should initiate 
processes of reform of Commonwealth, State and Territory legislation and 
local government regulations to remove any barriers to the use of renewable 
energy products and systems.

•	 The Commonwealth Government support continuing technological 
innovation by the renewable energy industry and researchers by:

•	 Establishing a 200 per cent tax concession for renewable energy research 
and demonstration projects;

•	 Coordinating Commonwealth Government mechanisms for direct 
support of innovation and research on renewable energy technologies, 
products and systems;

•	 Continuing support for Australian participation in the International 
Energy Agency’s renewable energy programs and initiatives;

•	 Providing $15 million annually to ERDC to support innovation and research 
for renewable, particularly demonstration and commercialisation.

•	 The Commonwealth Government strengthen existing information networks 
to facilitate provision of information appropriate to the needs of users, 
especially in rural areas. The Commonwealth should provide up to $2 million 
per annum for this purpose and funds should be matched by State/Territory 
governments on a dollar-for-dollar basis. The program should be developed 
and operated in conjunction with the proposed industry peak body.

•	 The Department of Employment, Education and Training support and 
promote training and accreditation schemes for workers in the renewable 
energy industry as in the current TAFE programs in renewable energy in 
Queensland and Victoria.

•	 The Commonwealth Government implement for a five year period, a national 
rebate scheme for purchases of renewable energy equipment by individuals 
for domestic purposes. The implementation would include associated 
promotional activities.

•	 The Commonwealth Government support the development of ‘green 
energy’ investment funds and facilitate their access to existing government 
concessional finance programs.

•	 The Commonwealth Government support exports of Australian manufactured 
renewable energy equipment by:
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•	 Providing addition funds to AusAID to support Australian renewable 
energy equipment manufacturers;

•	 Providing long term funding support for the International Centre for 
the Application of Solar Energy;

•	 Undertaking renewable energy trade missions to key markets, led by 
senior Federal Ministers;

•	 Providing support to AustEnergy to market more effectively the 
Australian renewable energy industry.

•	 As part of its leadership role and to encourage demand the Commonwealth 
Government should purchase renewable energy using part of the savings from 
increased energy efficiency in its buildings (ie. five per cent of the 1992–93 
building energy consumption by 1998–99 and 10 per cent by 2003–04 to be 
devoted to renewable energy). The proposed ANZMEC Standing Committee 
on Renewable Energy should examine this scheme for introduction in other 
jurisdictions.

•	 The Commonwealth Government should ensure that renewable energy is 
taken into account in the development of other key strategies, for example, 
forestry, regional development and eco-tourism.

•	 The Australian Bureau of Statistics be required and resourced to collect data 
on renewable energy equipment production and use.


