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Glossary of terms

Afforestation – The creation of a new forest by seeding or planting on previously 
unforested land.

Aspect – orientation of a slope to the sun.

Blanket peat – Blanket peat is found in areas with cool, wet, typically oceanic 
climates. Under these conditions peat mosses and other plants break down 
very slowly and gradually form a layer of peat that expands over large areas of 
undulating ground.

Bronze Age – A cultural period that is characterised by the use of weapons and 
implements made of bronze, approximately 2,500–700 BC.

Brown earth – Brown earth, called brown forest soil in Scotland, is a rich forest 
soil associated with areas where the natural vegetation is, or was, deciduous 
woodland. This kind of soil is very suitable for agriculture.

Catchment area – The area drained by a river or body of water, for example the 
River Spey and its tributaries.

Clear felling – A logging practice in which all trees in an area are uniformly cut 
down. Sometimes an entire forest is harvested in this way altering the landscape 
in a dramatic way.

Collective ecosystem – An ecosystem that is regarded typical for a certain region 
or country and is often closely lined with a national or regional identity. For 
example the Alpen meadows in Switerland or the Claledonian pine forests in 
Soctland. These  ecosystems are often the result of sustained human interference 
over long periods of time.

Coppicing – Coppicing is a traditional method of woodland management 
technique in which young tree stems are cut down to near ground level. 
Subsequently, new shoots will emerge, and after a number of years, the newly 
grown branches are harvested again. The cycle is repeated periodically when 
the coppiced tree, or stool, is ready to be harvested again. The wood is used as 
building material, firewood and for many household purposes such as weaving 
baskets.

Dauerwald – A German term that translates as ‘continuous forest cover’ or 
‘permanent forest’. Dauerwald is a set of forestry principles that aims to 
abolish clear-fells, encourage mixed species and ages within stands and ensure 
harvestable timber occurred over the entire stand.
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Forest – There is no precise definition of ‘forest’ in Britain. During the 20th 
century it tends to be associated with forest plantations. In the context of this 
book forest is only used to refer to plantations.

Glaciation – The process of the growth of glaciers and ice sheets but it also refers 
to a period when large areas of land are covered in ice, often described as an ice 
age.

Gley – Gley soils form in waterlogged conditions, reducing the oxygen supply, 
and anaerobic micro-organisms flourish by extracting oxygen from ferric. This 
process gives a greenish-blue-grey colour to the soil. Gley soils are sticky and 
hard to work.

High forest – A forest consisting of tall trees that are planted or raised from seed. 
These forests are often even aged in structure.

Holocene – The present geological period that started at the end of the last ice age 
10,000 years ago and still continues to the present and which is characterised by 
a warm climate and the development of modern human culture.

Hygrophilous plant species – A plant species growing in or preferring moist 
habitats.

Iron Age – A cultural period that is characterised by the introduction of iron 
metallurgy, approximately 700 BC–400 AD.

Loch Lomond stadial (10,900–9,400 BC) –  Cold period that occurred towards the 
end of the last ice age in Scotland characterised by the development of small 
ice-caps and glaciers in the Scottish Highlands.

Mesolithic – The Middle Stone Age. A cultural period that is associated with 
hunter-gatherers, approximately 10,000–4,000 BC.

Mid-Holocene Climate Optimum – A term referring to a sub-interval of the 
Holocene period from 5000–7000 years ago when summer conditions were 
probably warmer than today in the North Atlantic.

National Nature Reserve (NNR) – National Nature Reserves are areas of land set 
aside for nature, where the main purpose of management is the conservation 
of habitats and species of national and international significance. NNRs are 
designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 
and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. All NNRs are also SSSIs but often 
much larger and other activities are often excluded and public access restricted.

Nachhaltigkeit – A system to secure forest resources for the future. More 
generally it can be translated as ‘sustainability’.
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Neolithic – The New Stone Age. A cultural period that is associated with the 
arrival of agriculture,  approximately 4,000–2,500 BC.

Podzols – Podzols are leached soils that form in cool and moist climates and are 
generally associated with acid parent material and semi-natural heath or coarse 
grassland vegetation and coniferous woodland. Podzols are generally not very 
fertile.

Pollarding – Pollarding is a traditional woodland management method of 
encouraging lateral branches by cutting off a tree stem or minor branches two 
or three metres above ground level. Subsequently, new branches will appear 
and these are periodically cut and used for firewood or building material. This 
management technique is used in areas where cattle grazing will prevent the 
regrowth of shoots from coppice stools.

Ring-barking – Ring-barking is the practice of remove a ring of bark from a tree 
trunk in order to kill the tree.

Silviculture – The art and science of the cultivation of forest trees.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSI) – Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
are areas of land considered to be of special interest with regard to features 
such as flora and fauna, geology or shape and form of the landscape. SSSIs 
were enshrined in the 1949 National Parks and Access tot he Countryside 
Act and is based on the idea of habitat conservation through site designation. 
Unlike nature reserves where conservation is generally the primary objective, 
the conservation interest defined by the SSSIs has to co-exist with other land 
uses. Under the 1947 Act it was assumed that agriculture and forestry were 
compatible with nature conservation objectives.

Under planting – The practice to plant young trees, under an existing stand of 
trees. In Scotland the practice was used to underplant native trees with fast 
growing conifers with the aim to outgrow the original trees to deprive them of 
light and kill them. This was cheaper than removing the original trees. Many 
of these underplanted native woodlands survive in conifer plantations and are 
now ‘restored’ by removing the conifers.

Woodland – The term ‘woodland’ refers to land under stands of trees, both semi-
natural and planted, with a canopy cover of 20% or the potential to reach this, 
but with no minimum height. The term ‘woodland’ includes shrub as well as 
production forests and is much more inclusive than the term ‘forest’. In the 
context of this book woodland refers to all types of forest cover in Scotland, 
including forest plantations when not mentioned specifically.




