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Foreword

James J . Fox

Dedi Adhuri’s Selling the Sea, Fishing for Power is a book of critical importance.  
It addresses major issues in the management of marine resources, marshals 
an impressive array of diverse evidence to present its argument, and then 
cogently sets forth a considered approach to understanding comparable forms 
of engagement in local marine management.  It is a convincing and relevant 
reminder of the pertinence of politics in coastal development.

This book is an ethnographic study of several coastal communities in the Kei 
Islands of eastern Indonesia. Central to Dr. Adhuri’s argument is an insistence 
that systems of local marine resource management cannot be studied on their 
own, in isolation from either the complex cultural and historical conditions that 
give impetus to community action or from the equally complex regional and 
national contexts within which such action is undertaken.

Dr. Adhuri’s analysis probes the concept of ‘community’ and questions 
assumptions of community coherence and unity.  He examines the composition 
of various local communities on Kei Island and shows the range of differences 
that exist in them and how these differences affect marine tenure and resource 
management. He challenges facile ideas that contend that local populations 
are necessarily committed to the sustainable use of their resources, that these 
populations possess sufficient environmental knowledge to understand the 
intricacies of local ecosystems, or that a shared local knowledge of these resources 
even exists.  Recognizing all of these limitations and highlighting the politics 
of local and regional competition for resources, Dr. Adhuri still points to the 
indispensable contribution of local knowledge and community involvement in 
marine management.  For anyone interested in marine and coastal management, 
whether in Indonesia or elsewhere, this book is essential reading.

There is another important dimension to this book. To provide a full 
understanding of marine resource management, Dr. Adhuri has written a 
superb ethnographic account of contemporary village life in the Kei Islands.  
As such, his study points to features of social life that are distinctive to the 
societies of eastern Indonesia.  His work thus has significant comparative 
value. His recognition of the rich interpretability of the narratives of origin 
that are used as points of social reference, his assessment of local competition 
for precedence, and his examination of contestation – as he argues, “marine 
tenure is a contested practice” – all provide a dynamic view of these so-called 
traditional communities. A critical insight in recognizing that the rights to use 
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marine resources held by affines – those who have married into the community 
– are ‘nested’ within ownership rights of earlier members of the community 
is fundamental.  This ‘nesting’ of rights of access and use can and often is a 
recursive process, creating a chain of entitlement that follows the successive 
pattern of marriages within the community. 

Despite its specific focus, this study is framed as an analysis of problems of a 
general kind faced by fishing communities elsewhere in Indonesia, in the Pacific, 
and indeed by many such communities throughout the developing world.

The research on which this study is based was carried out over years. It involved 
a close personal engagement with the local communities on Kei.  This extended 
fieldwork launched Dr. Adhuri on a research career on marine and fisheries 
issues.  Since his fieldwork on Kei, Dr. Adhuri has carried out a range of research 
from Aceh to Merauke both as a consultant for WorldFish Center and as the co-
ordinator of the Maritime Study Group in the Research Centre for Society and 
Culture of the Indonesian Institute of Sciences.

The publication of this volume in the Asia Pacific Environment Monograph 
Series is intended to make this important work globally available. It offers great 
value to a wider audience.

James J. Fox
Emeritus Professor
Resource Management in Asia-Pacific Program
College of Asia & the Pacific
The Australian National University


