
4. 1832: Letters Nos 551 – 636

Letter No. 551
Port Stephens

2nd January 1832

The Resident Magistrate
Maitland

Sir,

I have the Honor to acquaint you that the Prisoner of the
Crown whose description is herewith enclosed has lately been seen
at large as a Bushranger on the Estate of the A. A. Co. – in whose
service he was, ’till sentenced to an Iron Gang in August last for
Robbery.

A Man calling himself William Elder, Manlius, who was his
Companion has been apprehended and sent to Sydney, Hames
escaped, and it is supposed, has proceeded in the direction of
William’s River.

By Elder’s account, they both absconded from a Road Gang
near Old Wiseman’s – and their intention was, to have committed
certain robberies here, and to have escaped on one of the Company’s
Boats.

Description was enclosed and a copy of the above, with
Description was also sent to the Resident Magistrate at Newcastle.

Letter No. 552
Port Stephens

7th January 1832

W. B. Singleton

Sir Edward Parry begs to acquaint Mr Singleton that finding
his Boat was not in any person’s charge at Sawyer’s Point, and that
her remaining there afforded facilities for improper persons crossing
to the Company’s Estate, Sir Edward has removed the Boat and Oars
to Carrington where she will be safely kept ’till Mr Singleton may
find it convenient to send for her.
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Letter No. 553
Port Stephens

13th January 1832

Henry Dangar Esq.
Post Office
Maitland

Sir,

Expecting, from your two communications which have been
duly received, that you may be reaching Maitland about this time,
I write to request that you will leave the Company’s Dray there
instead of bringing it to the Company’s Estate, and that you will
cause it to be substantially repaired, if requisite, as it is probable,
from your Reports, that I shall proceed very shortly to inspect the
Lands you have recently surveyed.

Letter No. 554
Port Stephens

13th January 1832

Mrs Burnett
Sydney

Madam,

In reply to your Letter of the 6th current requesting that I
would transmit to you a Sum of Money for the Expences of Mr
Burnett and family in Sydney, up to the time of the Sailing of the
Ship Palambam,

I regret to inform you that it is not in my power to comply
with your request.
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Letter No. 555
Port Stephens

13th January 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

Herewith I enclose to you a Draft on the Bank of Australia for
(£7) Seven Pounds, which I request you will lodge in that Bank, to
the credit of the Australian Agricultural Company.

Letter No. 556
Port Stephens

14th January 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

I forward this day by the Lambton to Newcastle to be conveyed
to you from thence by the Steamer two Cases containing patterns
for Castings as follows

No. 1 Flange Pattern – 3 Castings
No. 2 Plomber Block – 2 Castings – One with a plate, the other
without one, the plate to be cut off in the sand
No 3. 2 Castings of Bell Metal
No 4. 1 Casting of Iron
No.5 1 Casting of Bell Metal
No. 6 2 Castings of Iron.

And I request you will cause the Castings to be completed as
quickly as possible – the patterns to be carefully returned at the
same time.

P.S. I request you will purchase for the Company (20) Twenty
Chests of Tea, if cheap, otherwise Ten Chests, also (500) Five
Hundred Weight of Colonial Soap.

I also request that you will have the Whole of the Flour,
ordered to be purchased, in readiness for the Lambton’s arrival.
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Letter No. 556a
NOTICE

James Edward Ebsworth Esq. J.P. having been appointed
Accountant to the Australian Agricultural Company, in the room
of William Barton Esq. I hereby give Public Notice of the same to
all Persons concerned.

W. E. Parry
Commissioner to the A. A. Company.
January 17th, 1832

A copy of the above Notice was forwarded to the Sydney
Gazette, Sydney Herald & the Australian Newspaper Offices, to be
inserted three times in each Publication.

Letter No. 556b
Police Office

Port Stephens
17th January 1832

Honorable Alexander McLeay Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,

With reference to the Letter addressed to you by the Bench of
Magistrates at Port Stephens on the 7th of February 1831, as to the
Competency of Sir Edward Parry to sit in a Magisterial capacity in
any case where the Servants of the Australian Agricultural Company
(of which he is Commissioner) is concerned – and also with reference
to the Attorney General’s opinion thereupon enclosed to us in your
Letter of the 3rd November last –

We have the Honor to request that the opinion of the
Law-Officers of the Crown may be taken upon the same Question
as relates to James Edward Ebsworth Esquire lately appointed a
Magistrate of the Territory, & who also is a Servant of the A. A.
Company.

The Situation held by Mr Ebsworth in the Service of the
Company, is that of assistant to Sir Edward Parry in Managing the
Company’s Affairs, and also Accountant to the Company. In the
absence of Sir Edward Parry, for any part of the Company’s Estate,
but not otherwise the chief Authority and Control are vested in Mr
Ebsworth.

page 370

In the service of the company



We have the Honor to be…
W. E. Parry
R. G. Moffatt
J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 557
Port Stephens

23rd January 1832

Thomas McVitie Esq.
Bank of Australia

Sir,

As there appears to be some difficulty in returning, at regular
intervals, my Cancelled Drafts on the Bank of Australia, on account
of A. A. Company, I beg leave to suggest for the purpose of
maintaining regularity, in the Company’s Books, that the number
of each Draft be, in future, inserted in the Pass-Book, instead of the
name of the Person in whose favour it is drawn; which I presume,
will be less trouble than the mode now practised.

In this case, the transmission of the Cancelled Drafts to Port
Stephens every six months will answer the purpose of the
Company’s Accountant.

I beg also to acquaint you that my Bills on the Directors of the
Company, and my Drafts on the Bank of Australia, will in future
bear the Signature of Mr James Edward Ebsworth as Accountant
to the Company – Mr Ebsworth’s signature is at foot.

Signature of Mr Ebsworth
‘J. E. Ebsworth’

Letter No. 558
Port Stephens

24th January 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

I herewith enclose to you a Draft on the Bank of Australia for
(£120) One Hundred and Twenty Pounds to meet the payments of
your last invoice.
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I likewise enclose two Drafts on the Bank of Australia for
£38:8:0 & £11:4:0 – respectively in all £49:12:0 which I request you
will lodge at the Bank to the Credit of the Company.

I hand you herewith a Requisition for Stores, with which I
request you will comply, so as not to detain the Lambton when she
arrives in Sydney, which she probably may about Monday next.

In addition to the articles mentioned in the Requisition, should
you be able to procure for the Company, Fifteen or Twenty Tons
of Seconds Flour, as good as the last purchased, subject to the same
inspection by the Company’s Miller, & not dearer than the last, I
request you will do so.

The Sample of Shoes mentioned in your last Letter as sent by
the same conveyance has not been received which prevents my
replying to your question as to the purchase of some of them.

As the Master of the Integrity could not fill up the Bills of
Lading for the 235 Hides belonging to the Company, shipped on
board that Vessel, on account of not knowing the freight, I request
you will take care that they are properly executed, and that you
will enclose one to the Governors & Directors by the Integrity,
transmitting the others to me.

I request you will cause the accompanying letters to be
forwarded to their respective addresses, and that you will transmit
to me in one parcel by the Sophia Jane on Friday next, any Letters
or Papers which there may be for me at your Office.

Letter No. 559
Port Stephens

25th January 1832

Mr Alexander S. Manson
School Master

Mr Manson,

In reply to your Letter of last night, I have to acquaint you
that, not having time before I leave Carrington this morning, to
make arrangements for your giving up the charge of the School, it
will not be in my power to accede to your Request of going to
Sydney by the Lambton on Saturday; but I shall have no objection
to your doing so by the following opportunity.

With respect to the payment of your Salary, I must add that
as ‘no definite agreement’ was made on this point, the Amount you
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receive must depend entirely upon your Conduct while you remain
upon the Company’s Estate.

Letter No. 560
Port Stephens

26th January 1832

Thomas McVitie Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,

I have to request that you will cause to be forwarded by the
Lambton on her return from Sydney – the Pass-Book of the late
Committee of Management of the A. A. Company together with all
the cancelled Drafts for payments since it was last transmitted to
Port Stephens

.

Letter No. 561
Port Stephens

30th January 1832

Thomas McVitie Esq.
Bank of Australia

Sir,

I enclose to you herewith Drafts on the Bank of Australia, as
follows,

£5:12:0E. Biddulph
£10:8:0E. Biddulph
£9:4:0E. Biddulph
£37:12:0William Croasdill
£62:16:0 

Amounting together to the Sum of (£62:16:0) Sixty-Two
Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, which I request you will place to my
Credit on account of the Australian Agricultural Company.
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Letter No. 562
Port Stephens

30th January 1832

The Board for the Assignment of Servants

Gentlemen,
See letter to Dr
Browning R.N. of
this date –
Demi-official Letter
Book folio 70

The Prisoner named in the Margin, lately arrived in the Colony,
being qualified to perform the duty of School-Master, and a vacancy
being about to occur in one of the Schools of the Australian
Agricultural Company,

I have to request you will do me the favor to procure from His
Excellency the Governor his assignment to the Company for that
purpose.

Letter No. 563
Port Stephens

30th January 1832

The Honorable Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,

In reply to your Communication of the 17th current addressed
to the Bench of Magistrates at this place.

I have the Honor to enclose to you herewith, for the
information of His Excellency the Governor, an Estimate of the
Agricultural Produce in this District on the Estate of the Australian
Agricultural Company for the present Season.

Letter No. 564
Port Stephens

30th January 1832

Honorable Alexander McLeay Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,

With reference to my Letter addressed to you on the 4th October
last, on the subject of the Water-frontage & Town-allotments
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proposed to be granted to the Australian Agricultural Company at
Newcastle,

I have now to request the favor of an early answer to that
communication, as the further operations of the Company are
waiting for the determination of His Majesty’s Government on this
subject.

And as the portions of ground above-mentioned will require
to be marked out by a Surveyor, I beg to suggest that it would be
a saving of time if the Surveyor to be so employed were also to be
directed to mark out in some permanent manner the whole of the
1,500 acres (corresponding with the 300 Yards of Water-frontage),
which it is my wish to take for the Company; the selection of the
other 500 acres (with its proportion of Water-frontage) to be
reserved for future consideration.

Letter No. 565
Port Stephens

30th January 1832

George Bunn Esq. J.P.
Sydney

Sir,

I enclose by the Lambton a Requisition for Stores, to which I
request your early attention.

With reference to the Requisition of the 24th current (of which
a Duplicate is herewith forwarded) I request you will procure
eight-thousand horse-shoe Nails instead of four thousand as therein
stated; and that you will take the necessary steps for their being
selected by Thomas Hely, Farrier, an assigned Servant to the
Company who proceeds to Sydney by this Cutter on a sub-poena
and will therefore, be found at the Convict Barracks.

On a visit to Newcastle last week, I found the Sample of Shoes,
which were missing, having, it seems been inadvertently addressed
to Mr Henderson instead of to me. I have now to request you will
supply the Company with (250) Two Hundred & fifty Pairs of these
Shoes according to Sample – as many of them to be bound as
possible.
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Letter No. 566
Port Stephens

1st February 1832

Honorable Alexander McLeay Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,
 

 

 

Richard Poynder,
Prince Regent, Life

I beg leave to lay before you, for the information and decision
of His Excellency the Governor, the case of the Prisoner of the
Crown named in the Margin, an Assigned Servant of the Australian
Agricultural Company.

This man was recently tried at the Sydney Quarter Sessions
for a Robbery committed by him in the House of one of the Free
Servants of the Company.

The evidence was quite clear and indeed he acknowledged the
crime. But as he evinced some symptoms of insanity Mr Foster the
Chairman put it to the jury whether they considered him insane,
and if so, directed them to acquit him. They did so, on the grounds
of insanity, and yet strange to say, he is returned to the Service of
the Company, like any other acquitted individual! He was also so
ill, when put on board the Steamer last Tuesday that Captain Moffatt
who happened to be on board directed him to be left at the Hospital
at Newcastle, as unable to proceed further.

I have, therefore, to submit to the consideration of His
Excellency the Governor, whether, under such circumstances,
Poynder ought to have been returned to the Service of the Company
at all, and also whether the Company should be charged with the
expenses incurred on his Account in Newcastle Hospital.
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Letter No. 566a
Police Office

Port Stephens
2nd February 1832

The Honorable Colonial Secretary
&c &c &c

Sir,
 

 

 

 

Michael Connolly,
Guilford, Life

We beg leave to represent to you, for the information of His
Excellency the Governor, that in a case now before the Supreme
Court at Sydney, for the trial of the Prisoner of the Crown named
in the margin, an Assigned Servant of the Australian Agricultural
Company a number of Persons, of whom we subjoin a List, have
been Subpoena’d to attend on the Part of the Prisoner, altho’ they
have no knowledge of anything relative to the transaction; & when
the depositions were originally taken before Captain Moffatt J.P.
it appears from the Records of the Police-Office that the Prisoner
“had no evidence to call or bring forward on his trial at Sydney”.

Understanding that it is a common practice for one Prisoner
when committed for trial, to Subpoena others for the mere purpose
of bringing them to Sydney – thus occasioning very great loss and
inconvenience to the Master, without promoting the ends of Public
Justice – we have considered it proper to lay the case before His
Excellency, in the hope that some measures may be adopted for
preventing so gross an imposition.

We are the more disposed to press this subject on the Attention
of His Excellency as, in the case above alluded to a Letter was
intercepted going into Sydney Gaol and delivered to George Bunn
Esq. J.P. addressed to Connolly and desiring he would Subpoena
some of the Assigned Servants of the Company, as they wished to
get to Sydney for their own amusement, or to that effect.

W. E. Parry
R. G. Moffatt
J. E. Ebsworth

List of Prisoners subpoena’d on the Trial of Michael Connolly.

James Target, Marquis of Huntley, Life
James Burke, Mangles, 7 years
Joseph Cox, Forth, 7 years
Thomas Healy, Edward, 7 years
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Letter No. 567
Port Stephens

7th February 1832

The Board for the Assignment of Servants
Sydney

Gentlemen,

The Australian Agricultural Company being in extreme want
of Four Carpenters, in consequence of a Number of the Agreements
of their Indented Mechanics just expiring,

I request you will obtain the sanction of His Excellency the
Governor for the Assignment to the Company of Four Mechanics
of this Trade.

Letter No. 568
Port Stephens

7th February 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

I enclose herewith a Requisition for Stores, which I request
you will procure in readiness for the Lambton’s arrival in Sydney,
which may be expected about this day week.

I am desired by the Committee of the Port Stephens Savings’
Bank to request that you will cause the accompanying advertisement
to be inserted in the Newspapers, if you have no objection to the
reference to yourself contained therein.

I request you will inform me by the Steamer on Friday next
what is the price of Shares in the Bank of N. S. Wales, if there are
any in the Market.

Should Mr Charles Cooper pay you £15 on Account of the
Company, I request you will deposit it in the Bank of Australia to
the Company’s credit.
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Letter No. 569 and 570
Port Stephens

8th February 1832

Messrs Aspinall & Co.
Soap Manufacturers
Sydney

 
Messrs Mackie & Co.
Soap Manufactures
Sydney

Gentlemen,

It being my intention to attempt the making of Kelp or Barilla
from the Mangroves which grow in great abundance on the Shores
of this Harbour,

I take the liberty of requesting that you will inform me in what
state you prefer having this article for the Manufacture of Soap, as
it is my object to provide it in the most fit state for that purpose.
Perhaps you will favor me with a Sample of the purest Kelp which
you obtain in the Colony, informing me from what vegetable
substance it is made.

As I am endeavouring to collect every possible information on
this subject, I shall feel obliged by any suggestion you may be good
enough to offer, in furtherance of my object.

Letter No. 571
Port Stephens

8th February 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

I enclose to you herewith Bills on the Governors and Directors
of the A. A. Company, drawn to your Order, as follows; namely

£500Five Bills of £100
£750Five Bills of £150
£1,250Five Bills of £250
£2,500 
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Amounting in the whole to (£2,500) Two Thousand Five
Hundred Pounds.

I request you will endorse the same, and deposit them in the
Bank of Australia, to be placed, when dispos’d of, to the credit of
my account as Commissioner to the Company.

Letter No. 572
Port Stephens

11th February 1832

Thomas Tulk
Carrington

Thomas Tulk,

In reply to your Letter of yesterday, I have no objection to
comply with your request to have your Agreement with the
Australian Agricultural Company cancelled the last day of this
Month.

You will therefore be ready to deliver up, on that day, the
Premises & other Property in your possession belonging to the A.
A. Company.

Letter No. 573
Port Stephens

13th February 1832

His Excellency General Bourke
&c &c &c

Sir,

Observing, by your Excellency’s address to the Legislative
Council, that you have directed a Bill to be prepared for making
the Savings’ Bank a Public Concern regulated by Act of Council, I
take the liberty of addressing you on this subject as relates to a
similar Institution established on the Estate of the Australian
Agricultural Company, for the benefit of their Servants.

The Sum already deposited in the Port Stephens’ Savings’
Bank, tho’ it has only been established for a year and a half, already
amounts to £1,300; the greater portion of which is invested in
Securities upon Landed Property at Sydney, from which the Bank
derives 10 per Cent Interest.
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But, as the Committee to whom the Management has been
entrusted would prefer a Government Security, tho’ at a somewhat
lower Interest, I addressed a Letter to the Colonial Secretary on 11th

of December, requesting to know whether the Port Stephens’
Savings’ Bank might be made a Branch of that at Sydney, and no
reply to the question having been received, I again by desire of the
Committee, renewed my application on the 28th of December last.

On the present occasion I am induced to bring the subject more
immediately under Your Excellency’s Notice, in order that, in the
case of my proposal being acceded to, the necessary provision for
that purpose may be inserted in the intended Act.

Letter No. 574
Port Stephens

14th February 1832

Peter McIntyre Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 3rd current addressed to the
Superintendent of the A. A. Company’s Stud, I beg to acquaint you
that your Mare has received the Services of ‘Grampus’, and your
Servant furnished with Rations and Lodging as you request therein.

I now enclose your Account for the above, amounting to
£8.13.4 and request that you will do me the favor to settle the same
by return of the Lambton to Port Stephens, that the Mare may not
be detained on the Company’s Estate longer than is actually
necessary.

Letter No. 575
Port Stephens

14th February 1832

James Laidley Esq.
Deputy Commissary General
Sydney

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose to you herewith an Account, in
Triplicate, for Provisions issued by the A. A. Company, to the
Military Guard at Port Stephens, from 25 December 1830 to 31
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December 1831, amounting to (£114:6:1) One Hundred & Fourteen
Pounds Six Shillings and a Penny.

Also on Account, in Triplicate, of Provisions issued by the A.
A. Company to Sundry Persons, on Account of His Majesty’s
Government, between the same dates, amounting to (£25:5:7)
Twenty Pounds five Shillings & Seven-pence.

Making a total of (£134:11:8) One Hundred and Thirty-four
Pounds Eleven Shillings & Eight-pence which I request you will
cause to be paid into the Bank of Australia to the Credit of the
Company.

Letter No. 576
Port Stephens

14th February 1832

George Bunn Esq.

Sir,

1. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 11th

February and I now enclose a Letter from the Committee of the Port
Stephens Savings’ Bank in reply thereto.

2. With reference to your Letter of the 31st ultimo which was
detained at Newcastle ’till two days ago, the Bags therein mentioned,
belonging to Messrs Lamb, Buchanan & Co., will be returned by
the present Voyage of the Lambton in charge of Mr Sawkins.

3. Enclosed you will receive by the Lambton some Patterns for
Castings, & Andrew Turnbull the Company’s Engineer is sent to
see them executed.

4. I particularly request that you will take care to send back
all the Patterns now, or at any future time in their own Boxes which
are made at considerable expense to the Company.

5. Enclosed you will receive my Draft on the Bank of Australia
for (£425) Four Hundred and Twenty-five Pounds to meet the
Payments of your last Invoices.

6. The Counterpanes are returned by the Lambton to be
exchanged for coloured ones, as noted in the original Requisition.

7. I likewise return a quantity of Horse Shoe-nails, which
notwithstanding the precautions taken here to have them of the
right size &c are nothing like the pattern sent being much too large.
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8. Nos 2085 to 2088 of the Sydney Gazette were received by
the Sophia Jane with the exception of No. 2087 (both Copies) which
I request you will enquire after.

9. In the Despatch Box you will find an Australian Almanac
addressed to the Governors & Directors of the Company which I
request you will forward as a parcel by the first Ship to England,
unless you happen to know that it is entitled to go free of any heavy
expense per post, in the same manner as Newspapers &c which I
have not been able to ascertain.

Letter No. 577
Newcastle

15th February 1832

James Laidley Esq.
Deputy Commissary General
Sydney

Sir,

I have the Honor to enclose to you herewith Two Accounts
(in Triplicate) for Coals purchased by His Majesty’s Government
from the A. A. Company at Newcastle between the 26th of September
& the 31st December 1831, together with the requisite Vouchers for
the same.

You will observe that Account No. 1 charges His Majesty’s
Government for one-fourth part of the whole quantity of Coals
disposed of during that period at prime Cost in accordance with
certain conditions on which the Coal-mines are held by the
Company, & as the question respecting the mode of computing the
Prime Cost is not settled, I have this day addressed a Letter to the
Colonial Secretary suggesting for the consideration of His Excellency
the Governor whether it will not be equitable to pay quarterly to
the Company, in the meantime, a certain Sum – say Six Shillings
per Ton on Account, for this portion of the Coals furnished to His
Majesty’s Government.

Account No. 2 shows also the remainder of the Coals furnished
to His Majesty’s Government during the same period charged at
8/- per Ton Amounting to (£95:0:6) Ninety-five Pounds and
Sixpence, which Sum I request you will cause to be paid, as soon
as convenient, into the Bank of Australia, to the Credit of the
Company.
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Letter No. 578
Newcastle

15th February 1832

Honorable Colonial Secretary
&c &c &c

Sir,

I have the Honor to acquaint you for the information of His
Excellency the Governor, that I have this day transmitted to the
Deputy Commissary General at Sydney, the following accounts for
Coal furnished by the A. A. Company at Newcastle to His Majesty’s
Government from the 20th September to the 31st of December 1831,
namely:

 

No.1. Account of 232 Tons, 10 Cwt of Coals furnished to His
Majesty’s Government; being one fourth part of the whole
Quantity disposed of by the Company in that period; to be
charged to His Majesty’s Government at prime cost. This
Account is accompanied by an Affidavit made by the Manager
of the Company’s Coal Mines, of the whole quantity actually
disposed of, as above.

 

No. 2. Account of 470 Tons 1½ Cwt of coals, being the
remainder of the whole quantity furnished to His Majesty’s
Government during the same period charged at the price paid
by the Public, namely: Eight Shillings per Ton.

 

His Excellency will perceive on reference to the Documents
containing the Conditions on which the A. A. Co. holds the
Coal-Mines at Newcastle, that the Accounts thus drawn up are in
accordance with the terms of those Conditions; which stipulate that
“Government shall be entitled, in perpetuity, to all Coal wanted for
its own Consumption, not exceeding, in any case, one fourth of the
annual average produce of the Mines; to be delivered at the Pit’s
mouth at Prime Cost”.

The object of the present communication is to request that His
Excellency will, in consideration of the large Capital expended, and
still expending, in this undertaking, be pleased to direct that
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Payment be punctually made to the Company every Quarter for the
Coals sold to His Majesty’s Government.

With respect to the Account No. 1, as I have received no
answer to my Letter addressed to you on the 29th September 1831,
on the subject of ‘Prime Cost’, and it would therefore appear that
this question is not likely to be immediately decided, I beg leave
to request, that in the mean time a certain portion of the price – say
Six Shillings per Ton, be paid quarterly for that quantity of the
Coal which is chargeable at Prime Cost. I feel confident that His
Excellency will consider it only equitable that the Company should
not be entirely kept out of this money (amounting at even the
proposed low price to about £300 per annum) during the interval
which may elapse before the question is finally settled.

I have therefore to request that you will be pleased to lay this
application before His Excellency with as little delay as possible,
that the Company may begin to derive some small profit from their
Outlay in this undertaking.

I beg to add that I am ready to lay before His Excellency if
required an account of the Capital expended, & now expending
upon the Company’s Coal Mines.

Letter No. 579
Newcastle

16th February 1832

Honorable Alexander MacLeay Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,

I beg leave to represent to you, for the information of His
Excellency the Governor, that, owing to the extreme want of Regular
Miners, the works of the Australian Agricultural Company at this
place will shortly be unable to supply the demand of Coal for the
Market.

The Company has, at present among their assigned Servants,
only Six Miners, of which Two of the best are shortly about to
receive Tickets of Leave; and it is not possible for any but regular
Miners to work the Coal; this operation being as much a trade as
that of a Carpenter or Bricklayer. I mention this latter circumstance
because, among the few men who have lately been assigned to the
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Company as Miners, some of them from Mr Busby’s works, there
is not one Man who ever took a Coal-pick in hand before.

I have therefore earnestly to request that His Excellency will
be pleased to direct that Twelve Regular Miners may be assigned
to the Company for their Works at Newcastle.

Letter No. 580
Port Stephens

20th February 1832

Mr Cox
Maitland

Sir,

His Excellency the Governor having being pleased to consent
to the exchange of Henry White (Portland & Earl St Vincent) for an
able-bodied man in your Service, he is herewith forwarded to you;
and I request you will cause the other man to be sent to this place
immediately.

Letter No. 581
Port Stephens

20th February 1832

James Norton Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,

I herewith enclose a Draft on the Bank of Australia for
(£71:18:8) Seventy-one Pounds Eighteen Shillings & Eight-pence
being the amount of your account against the A. A. Company, the
receipt of which I beg you will acknowledge.
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Letter No. 582

A Copy of this sent to Mr McLeay, by his request, on the 1st

November 1833
Port Stephens

1st March 1832
His Excellency General Bourke
&c &c &c

Sir,

1st. In the interview with which Your Excellency honoured
me soon after your arrival in the Colony, I introduced the subject
of the Police Establishment on the Estate of the A. A. Co.; to which
subject Your Excellency’s attention had already been drawn by the
Directors of the Company previously to your quitting England.

2nd. Being aware how incessantly Your Excellency’s time and
attention must have been occupied since your arrival, I have
purposely deferred troubling you further on this subject, important
as it is to the interests of the Company, until you might have leisure
to give it that share of your Consideration which you kindly
promised to bestow upon it.

3rd. The object of the present Communication is to lay before
Your Excellency a Concise view of the whole subject, together with
the steps which have been taken respecting it; and then to propose
to Your Excellency such a Plan as may relieve the Company from
a part of the present heavy expense, without adding any
unreasonable Sum to the Public Expenditure for the protection of
His Majesty’s Subjects in this District.

4th. For this purpose, I would first request Your Excellency’s
perusal of a Letter which I addressed to the Colonial Secretary on
this subject on the 13th April 1830; and of which I now enclose a
Copy (A) [Letter No. 60].

5th. The reply to this Communication, dated 14th June 1830,
acquainted me that His Excellency the Governor had submitted my
Letter to the Executive Council, and that the Council considering
that the Military Party, together with the two Constables paid by
the Government, were fully equal to the protection afforded to
other Parts of the Colony, Could not recommend any addition to
the Police at Government Expence; with the exception of one more
Constable. His Excellency also offered to increase the Detachment
of Military to sixteen men, to enable me to station a few at Stroud.
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6th. After consulting with Lieutenant Donelan, of the 57th

Regiment, then commanding the Detachment here, I declined any
addition to the Military Force, which I considered to be already
sufficient; and which, as the sequel of the Present communication
will inform Your Excellency, I now consider more than sufficient
for our protection.

7th. The Additional Constable was never appointed; and indeed
the next and only other Communication I received on the Subject,
dated the 29th October 1830, informed me that, in pursuance of
Instruction from His Majesty’s Secretary of State, the only symptom
of a Government Police which ever had existed here, would be
removed on the 30th of the ensuing month of November, after which
date the allowances to the two Government Constables mentioned
in the 4th Paragraph of my Letter above referred to (A) would be
entirely discontinued.

8th. The Ordinary Constable was accordingly soon afterwards
discharged, and some of the former Allowances of the District
Constable subsequently reduced; notwithstanding which the Annual
expence of the Police Establishment (now entirely defrayed by the
Company) still amounts to £364.16.4, as shown on the enclosed
Account (B).

9th. Thus the matter remained, until, upon Your Excellency’s
appointment to this Government, the question was submitted to
you by the Directors of the Company in London, and a reference
made about the same time to Lord Goderich in a letter of which a
Copy (C) was transmitted to you by Mr Brickwood on the 4th of July
1831, and of which I now annex another Copy for the sake of more
convenient reference.

10th. Lord Goderich and Your Excellency having admitted the
justice of the Principle which my former representations had failed
in establishing – namely, that the Company’s Servants are entitled
to protection at the public expence, to the same amount, in
proportion to their number &c, as the Servants of any other Settlers
– I now consider it my duty once more to direct Your Excellency’s
attention to this subject. And after giving it my most mature
consideration, I beg leave to propose the following arrangement
for establishing a Police on the Company’s Estate.

11th. The Government to maintain upon the Company’s Estate
Six Men of the Mounted Police, including One Non-Commissioned
Officer; to be divided into two detachments, having their
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head-quarters at the two principal Settlements, twenty-one miles
apart.

12th. The Government to maintain one other Free Constable,
to be resident at the Principal Settlement.

13th. An Officer to visit each Station once a fortnight, to dispose
of any magisterial business of which the Law does not allow the
two Magistrates in the Company’s Service to take cognisance.

14th. The present Military Detachment to be altogether
removed.

15th. The Company to maintain the following additional Police,
Buildings &c, at their own expence: namely –

£114£19 per
annum
each

Four Constables (including two Watch-house
Keepers) One Scourger, and One Police
Clerk, being Six Individuals in all at

£21
£16
£5

Two Barracks & Two Stables for Mounted
Police – valued at £200.
Rent at 8 per cent……………………
Repairs………………………………

£8
£5:12
£2:8

Two Watchhouses – value £70
Rent at 8 per cent……………………
Repairs………………………………

£6:10
£5
£1:10

A house for the Free Constable Value £62:10
Rent at 8 per cent……………………
Repairs………………………………

 £7Stationary, as per actual average Expence
in one year

£27£20Various Articles required by the Company’s
Police; such as Arms, Irons, Oil, Cooking
Utensils &c &c &c

£176:10:0 Making the total Annual Expence to the
Company

16th. In submitting this Plan to Your Excellency’s consideration,
I beg leave to remark that the necessity of a vigorous and efficient
Police has very much increased since my first application to His
Majesty’s Government (Enclosure A) was made; above One Hundred
Prisoners having been added to the Company’s Establishment since
that time. The rapid annual increase of the Company’s Flocks will
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necessarily require a still further addition to the number of our men
every year.

17th. I also beg leave to assure Your Excellency, on the part of
Mr Ebsworth and myself, as Magistrates of the Territory, that if
any exertion of ours in our Magisterial capacity could obviate the
necessity of occasional visits from another Magistrate not connected
with the Company, those exertions should at all times be cheerfully
made. But Your Excellency is aware that the Law Officers of the
Crown have given it as their decided opinion that we cannot legally
act in this capacity, in cases wherein the Company’s Servants are
concerned; which cases must necessarily constitute a large majority
of those referred to the Bench at Port Stephens.

18th. Having stated my views on this subject, as relates to the
Claims of the Company to a reasonable share of public protection,
I trust Your Excellency will excuse my once more adverting to the
extremely unconstitutional Principle upon which the Port Stephens
Police is at present established.

19th. The Resident Magistrate – to say nothing of all those
acting under him in that capacity – is paid a Salary of £100 per
annum by the Company; & thus virtually becomes their Servant;
inasmuch as every man is the Servant of the person who pays him.
I need not do more than simply advert to this fact, to convince Your
Excellency how entirely destructive of every-thing like Justice
such an arrangement might prove, should the Magistrate or the
Company’s Principal Agent be induced, at any time, to depart from
those just and honorable feelings which should characterize a
Gentleman.

20th. As far, indeed, as my own experience goes, I have had
the happiness of being associated with Gentlemen, as Resident
Magistrates here, who are as incapable of being influenced by any
interested or unworthy motive in the performance of their
Magisterial duties, as I trust I should myself be of any undue
interference with those duties. But it is, I conceive, equally evident,
notwithstanding, that the Principle is unsound & unconstitutional.

21st. In having thus consented, on the part of the Australian
Agricultural Company, still to bear a very considerable share of the
expence of the Police of the Port Stephens District, Your Excellency
will, I am sure, perceive that I am desirous of acting in the full spirit
of understanding which exists between His Majesty’s Home
Government, and the Directors of the Company, as communicated
to Your Excellency by Lord Goderich previous to your leaving
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England; and I cannot, therefore, but feel confident that Your
Excellency will accede, with as little delay as possible, to this, or
some other equally efficient Plan for the protection of the Company’s
Servants and Property, and thus relieve the Company from the
heavy expence by which they have been so long and so unjustly
burdened.

Letter No. 583
Port Stephens

1st March 1832

Mr Benjamin Singleton
Williams River

Sir,

Adverting to my Letter of the 21st Instant I beg to acquaint
you, for your government, that after the Supply ordered in that
Letter shall have been furnished by you – the A. A. Company will
not require any more Flour or Bran until further Orders.

Letter No. 584
Port Stephens

7th March 1832

William Smyth
Stroud

William Smyth,

In reply to your application dated the 3rd instant I am instructed
by Sir Edward Parry to acquaint you that you have his permission
to go to Sydney in the Lambton on her next trip, and to remain
there until her return to Port Stephens.

J. E. Ebsworth
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Letter No. 585
Port Stephens

9th March 1832

Thomas McVitie Esq.
Bank of Australia

Sir,

In the absence of Sir Edward Parry I beg to enclose herewith
Drafts on the Bank of Australia as follows:

£10:16:0Edward Biddulph
£9:4:0Ditto
£81:4:0William Croasdill
£101:4:0 

Amounting together to the Sum of One Hundred & one Pounds
Four Shillings which I request you will place to the Credit of Sir
Edward Parry on account of the Australian Agricultural Company.

Letter No. 586
Port Stephens

9th March 1832

John McLaren Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

In the absence of Sir Edward Parry I have to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter dated 24th February – and have no doubt that
your request to be allowed to exchange Prisoners will be complied
with – provided – Men shall be furnished by you to the A. A.
Company, whose sentences & periods of Service in the Colony shall
be similar to those of any men the Company may transfer to your
Service.

I am informed that in a conversation held with you on the
subject the names of some individuals accustomed to the
Rope-making & Flax-dressing Trade were mentioned. I shall be
obliged, therefore, if you can point them out to facilitate their
selection from amongst the Company’s Assigned Servants.

J.E. Ebsworth
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Letter No. 586a
Impounded

On the Australian Agricultural Company’s Grant at Port
Stephens
One Cow, Red Sides, White Back & Head, Long Horns, Branded
on the near Hip JW on the off Hip DW.
One yearling Bull black sides, white back, unbranded.
One Cow white, Brown Ears, and spots on neck, Branded on
the near Hip JW
One yearling Heifer White Brown Ears, unbranded.
One Cow, Red, White Back & Tail, Branded near Hip JW
One yearling Bull, Red, white rump & tail, unbranded
One Cow, Brindle, branded near Hip JW
One yearling Bull Dark Red, white back, unbranded
One Bullock, Red speckled Back & Head, near horn bent down.
Branded off Hip JW
One Bullock Red, white back, Speckled Head, Branded near
Hip BT

If the above Cattle are not claimed and all expenses paid within
Twenty-one Days from this date they will be sold to defray the
same.

(signed) W. E. Parry, Commisioner to the A. A. Company
March 1832

To be inserted in the Sydney Gazette three times, according to
Law and to be dated on the day of the first insertion.

(signed) J. E. Ebsworth
Port Stephens
9th March 1832

To the Editor of the Sydney Gazette.

* To be enclosed in the following Letter addressed to Mr Bunn
Esq.
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Letter No. 587
Port Stephens

9th March 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1. In the absence of Sir Edward Parry I have to acknowledge
the receipt of your two letters of the 25th ultimo.

2. Your Account Current with the A. A. Company shall have
the earliest possible consideration but I cannot discover that you
have transmitted the Series Complete there being a deficiency
between the 31st of July to 31st October 1831which I shall be obliged
by your supplying, to enable me to complete the examination you
require.

3. I now enclose a Draft to your Order No. 1158 for (£240) Two
Hundred & Forty Pounds, on account, for Supplies as per your
Invoice dated 25th February 1832.

4. I also enclose herewith Bills on the Governors & Directors
of the A. A. Company drawn to your Order as follows namely

£200Two Bills of £100
£300Two Bills of £150
£500Two Bills of £250
£1,000 

Amounting in the whole to One Thousand Pounds.

5. I request you will endorse the dame & deposit them in the
Bank of Australia to be placed, when disposed of, to the credit of
Sir Edward Parry’s Account as Commissioner to the Australian
Agricultural Company.

6. The following articles are returned to you by the Lambton
to be exchanged, for the reasons explained against each

One Cask of Pork weighing 538 lbs – being unfit for use
Two Parcels of Rhubarb Powder, also unfit for use
One Cwt of Salt – fine salt was ordered, the description sent
by you & now returned being coarse.

7. The Sample pair of Boots is also returned to you – as the
Company have no occasion to purchase a further supply at present.
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8. I hand a Requisition for iron castings &c to which I request
your particular attention as well as to the notes at the foot thereof.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 588
Port Stephens

10th March 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

Since closing my Letter of yesterday I find that some few other
Articles are required to be purchased for the Company – and
therefore enclose you a Requisition dated this day – to which I
request your attention.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 589
Port Stephens

12th March 1832
¼ past 8 PM

Captain Moffatt J.P.
&c &c &c

Sir,
 

Thomas Flanagan,
Hadlow, Life

It has this moment been reported to me that the Prisoner named
in the Margin, an Assigned Servant of the Australian Agricultural
Company has absconded from his employment, & I lose no time in
apprising you thereof that you may give such Instructions to the
Constables as you may deem most proper for the purpose of looking
after him.

I am informed that Flanagan has a Wife and Family in Sydney.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 589a
Port Stephens

23rd March 1832

Memorandum
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the Office of the Principal Superintendent of Convicts at Sydney –
dated 22nd September 1831, And, I certify that, the said Michael
Wallace was not to be found at the Wollombi on his being sent for
by the Company in December last; Nor has he been in the Company’s
Service from that period to the present time.

In the absence of Sir Edward Parry, Commissioner for
Managing the Affairs of the A. A. Company

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 590
Port Stephens

27th March 1832

The Principal Superintendent of Convicts
Sydney

Sir,
 

William Earp,
Minerva, Life

I have to report to you the death of the Prisoner named in the
Margin, one of the Assigned Servants of the Australian Agricultural
Company, which took place on the 24th instant at the Company’s
Hospital at Carrington after a severe attack of ‘Augina Pectoris’
[sic].

J. Edward Ebsworth

Letter No. 591
Port Stephens

28th March 1832

The Principal Superintendent of Convicts

Sir,
 

George Russell, Asia,
7 Years

I have to report to you the death of the Prisoner named in the
Margin, one of the Assigned Servants of the Australian Agricultural
Company, which occurred at the Company’s Settlement at Booral,
on the River Karuah, on of the 20th instant, he being carried away
by the Fresh produced by the late rains.

J. E. Ebsworth

page 396

In the service of the company



Letter No. 592
Port Stephens

27th March 1832

Captain Moffatt J.P.
&c &c &c

Sir,
John Hudson, Prince
Regent, Life

I have to acquaint you that the Prisoner named in the Margin,
an Assigned Servant of the Australian Agricultural Company, is
reported to me as having absconded on the 9th instant from his
employment at a sheep station in the neighbourhood of Stroud.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 593
Port Stephens

28th March 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1. I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter to Sir
Edward Parry dated 15th instant and the Invoice of Goods shipped
per the Lambton.

2. I enclose three Orders amounting together to (£32:15:5)
Thirty-two Pounds fifteen shillings and five pence on account of
payment of the articles named in your Invoice, namely

£12:10No. 965
£10:16:8No. 1077
£9:8:9No. 1083
£32:15:5 

3. The Irish Pork sent in exchange for a quantity returned to
you, I regret to say is very little better in quality than that refused.
The Colonial Pork ordered in last Requisition should be purchased
if possible – but for the price demanded (6d per lb) it ought to be
exceedingly good.

4. The Mistake respecting the Razors arose in Sydney as it does
not appear they were ever put on board the Lambton – Twelve
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Parcels were received by Captain Corlette and delivered by him
here – but they all contained Files – Not eleven parcels of Files and
one of Razors, as was imagined – which I mentioned that you may
procure some explanation on the subject from the Person who
supplied them.

5. I inclose a Requisition for a few Articles and some more Iron
Castings, to which I request your attention.

6. It is probable that the Company may shortly require a few
Tons of Liverpool Salt and also about 250 pairs of Woolen Trousers
for Prisoners – I should be glad to know at what prices these Articles
can be procured in Sydney by the return of the Lambton.

7. Can you inform me whether there is any Market in the
Colony for about 30 Tons of Rock Salt – and if so, what price per
Ton could be obtained for it.

8. With reference to the Postscript of your letter dated 25th

February – The Bank of Australia have not credited the Company
with the £8:13 advised as paid in by you on the Company’s Account.

9. The examination of your Account Current is in progress and
will speedily be completed.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 594
 

Mr George Oliver
Hunter’s River

Mr J. E. Ebsworth requests Mr Oliver will have the goodness
to facilitate the Bearer of this Packet, Thomas Brown, in forwarding
the enclosed Letter to the Post Office, Maitland, to be thence
forwarded to St Heliers.

Mr E. will also be obliged, if Mr Oliver will send word when,
the Cattle proposed to be purchased from Mr Graham, can be
inspected by the Company’s Superintendent, as he is about to draft
some Cattle for one of the outstations, and would wish to add Mr
Graham’s to the Herd.

Sir Edward Parry, before his departure for Liverpool Plains,
mentioned to Mr Ebsworth, that he intended engaging in the
Company’s Service, a Man by the name of Coombs – now in Mr
Oliver’s employment. Mr E. would be glad to know if Sir Edward
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Parry has stated the fact to Mr Oliver, and to the Man – and, if so,
what terms were proposed, and when is it likely the Man may be
at liberty to join the Company’s Establishment.

J. E. Ebsworth
Port Stephens
30th March 1832

Letter No. 595
Port Stephens
5th April 1832

Mr Peter Jackson
Clarence Street
Sydney

Sir,

In the absence of Sir Edward Parry – I have to inform you that
the contents of your Letter dated 5th of March – have been
communicated to Thomas Breeze – who says that he has written
two Letters to you since his arrival at Port Stephens, also that he
has duly received the Letter from his Father which you forwarded
for him – and he informed you thereof shortly afterwards.

J. Edward Ebsworth.

Letter No. 596
Port Stephens

10th April 1832

Mr B. Singleton
William’s River

Sir,

I have to acquaint you that the Storekeeper reports the fine
flour last purchased from you by the Australian Agricultural
Company, to be very much mixed with Sand or Grit – and request
that no more Flour of that description be sent to Port Stephens.

It is desirable that the Flour already ordered from you should
be delivered here early in the ensuing Month (May) and I beg you
forward with it 100 Bushels of Bran.

J. Edward Ebsworth.
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Letter No. 597
Port Stephens

10th April 1832

The Honorable Alexander McLeay
Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,

1. In the absence of Sir Edward Parry, I have the Honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your three Letters addressed to him
dated the 19th, 28th and 31st March.

2. The subject of the former is reserved for the consideration
of Sir Edward Parry on his return from the Interior.

3. With reference to that dated 28th March, I now transmit a
Copy of the Letter addressed by Sir E. Parry to you on the 4th

October 1831 relative to Water Frontage and Town-Allotments in
Newcastle.

4. Ten Miners assigned to the Australian Agricultural Company
in pursuance of the Instructions of His Excellency the Governor
given on the 22nd March last have been received at Newcastle.

J. Edward Ebsworth

Letter No. 598
Port Stephens

12th April 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1. Your letter of the 7th instant is duly received with its several
enclosures – I am not prepared to remit you any Cash on Account
by this opportunity – as I have no authority to draw upon the Bank
of Australia – but as soon as Sir Ed. Parry returns, he will no doubt
send you a Draft to meet your Disbursements.

2. I regret that the Error about the Razors has arisen – they
cannot be traced to have been received on board the Lambton.

3. A Requisition for Supplies is transmitted herewith. The
Castings alluded to therein are much wanted and I request you will
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instruct the Founder to be careful of the Models, and return them
with the Castings.

4. The Parramatta Trousers should be of large size, as noted
in the Requisition – I observe the price to be 60/- per dozen. We
are not in want of Frocks.

5. I have to thank you for the information respecting the Salt
– which will probably form the subject of a future communication.

6. I have caused enquiry to be made relative to the Memo. at
foot of your Letter but cannot discover that either the Maize or
Barley have been purchased for the Company – in your Invoice of
14th July 1830, you have charged for 20 Bushels Barley – the Amount
of Which, has been passed to your Credit.

7. I have to observe that an attempt has been made to defraud
the Bank of Australia of £650 – under the forged signature of Sir
Edward Parry and I hope the Offender may be brought to justice.

8. Three Packages Nos 421, 422 and 423 are yet to be delivered
from the Cargo of the Sovereign which no doubt will be forwarded
by the Lambton on her Return from Sydney.

9. I have to inform you that the following Sydney Gazettes have
not been sent down – 2 copies of No. 2107, 1 copy of No. 2108.

J. Edward Ebsworth

Letter No. 599
Port Stephens

19th April 1832

J. E. Ebsworth Esq.
Port Stephens

Sir,
 

 

 

William Cottar

I enclose to you herewith a Letter I received yesterday from
Captain Moffatt J.P. Resident Magistrate, relative to the Prisoner
of the Crown named in the Margin; and I request you will favor
me, as early as convenient with an explanation of the circumstances
therein alluded to, so far as they may relate to the service of the A.
A. Company.

Should the circumstances relate only to an Act in your
Magisterial Capacity, I of course have no wish to interfere.
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Letter No. 600
Port Stephens

19th April 1832

Captain Moffatt J.P.
&c &c &c
Carrington

Sir,
 

 

 

William Cottar

I have the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter
of yesterday’s date, relative to the Prisoner of the Crown named in
the margin; which I referred to Mr James Edward Ebsworth,
requesting that he would explain the circumstances therein alluded
to, so far as they might relate to the business of the Australian
Agricultural Company.

I now beg leave to enclose to you, two documents just received
from Mr Ebsworth, containing the explanation in question; & I
request you will return to me the letter which is addressed to myself.

Letter No. 601
Port Stephens

21st April 1832

Captain Moffatt J.P.
&c &c &c

Sir,
 

Michael Wallace, Sir
Godfrey Webster

In reply to your application to me relative to the Prisoner of
the Crown named in the Margin, I beg to acquaint you that, altho’
he was assigned to the A. A. Company several Months ago, he has
never been delivered to the Company, nor been in their Employment
in any way whatsoever. It is evident, therefore, that I cannot charge
him as a Runaway from the Company’s Service – more especially
as Mr Hely’s Letter of the 14th instant (which you have transmitted
to me for my inspection) expressly states that he had absconded
from the Service of the Government in the Department of the
Surveyor of Roads.

For the same reason, it is impossible that I can authorise Rations
to be issued for this man at the Company’s Expense; & I consider
the Company’s Storekeeper as liable to be charged for the Value of
the Rations which he has already, during my absence, issued on
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this account, without the usual Requisition from the Resident
Magistrate.

Letters Nos 602 and 603
Port Stephens

23rd April 1832

John Hawdon Esq. J.P.
Elderslie
Campbell Town
William Howe Esq. J.P.
Glenlee
Campbell Town

Sir,

As the A. A. Company will shortly require some artificial
Grass-seeds, & understanding that you occasionally furnish this
Article, I request you will be good enough to inform me, through
the Post Office as early as convenient, whether you have any on
hand – what kinds – what price – if mixed, the probable proportion
of each kind in a pound or bushel – and the quantity you
recommend to be sowed per acre.

Letter No. 604
Port Stephens

23rd April 1832

Edward W. Lord Esq.
Sydney

Sir,
Thomas Cooper, Lord
Melville, Life

The Prisoner of the Crown named in the Margin, an Assigned
Servant of the A. A. Company having shewn me a letter from you,
expressing a desire to have him transferred to you in exchange for
another Man,

I beg to acquaint you that I have not objection to this Transfer,
provided the Man given in exchange be able bodied, sentenced for
Life, & not having served above 2 years of his Sentence (as in the
case of Cooper).

If you will send a Man (under these circumstances) to Port
Stephens by the Lambton, having first obtained the permission of
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His Excellency the Governor, Cooper shall be sent to you by the
return of that Vessel to Sydney.

Letter No. 605
Port Stephens

23rd April 1832

Honorable Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,

On my return to Port Stephens after six weeks’ absence, in
search of Land for the Grant of the A. A. Company, I have had the
Honor to receive your communication of the 19th ultimo, with its
Enclosures, on the subject of an objection reported by Captain
Moffatt, Resident Magistrate, to have been made by Mr Stacy, the
Company’s Surgeon, to attend without remuneration, certain
Prisoners of the Crown not assigned Servants of the Company.

I beg leave to express my regret that Mr Stacy’s communication
should have been made to Captain Moffatt without my knowledge
or consent, as no such communication ought to have been made
except thro’ me.

As however it would appear by your Letter that His Excellency
the Governor has received an impression that Mr Stacy declines
attending Prisoners who are assigned as Servant to Individuals
attached to the Company’s Establishment – and also that, in the
particular case of Mary Anne Brown, Mr Stacy did actually decline
attending; I beg leave to enclose, for His Excellency’s information
a copy of Mr Stacy’s Report thereupon, by which it will be
perceived that, on both these points, such an impression is entirely
erroneous.

His Excellency will further observe that Mr Stacy’s objection
is strictly limited to Assigned “Servants of Persons in no way
connected with the Company, but who have applied to the Resident
Magistrate at Port Stephens on account of Proximity of Residence”.

I feel confident that, after this Explanation, His Excellency
will immediately perceive that as on the one hand, I, as the
Company’s Agent cannot legally call upon Mr Stacy under his
Agreement to attend Prisoners so circumstanced, so, on the other,
it would be highly unreasonable in His Majesty’s Government to
expect that in addition to the heavy expenses of Police by which
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the Company are already unjustly burdened, they should provide
Medicines & Medical Attendance for Prisoners with whom they
have actually no more connection than any Private Settler in a
remote part of the Colony.

Letter No. 606
Port Stephens

24th April 1832

Honorable Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,
William Hunt,
Cambridge, 7 Years;
James or Joseph
Hubberfield,
Florentia, 7 Years

The two Prisoners of the Crown named in the Margin, who
have just received Tickets of Leave being desirous of remaining on
the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company, the former as
an Overseer of Sheep in the Company’s service, the latter to work
as a Shoe-maker – on his own account and with my consent, I
request on behalf of these Men, that their Tickets of Leave may be
altered to the District of Port Stephens.

Letter No. 607
Port Stephens

24th April 1832

The Principal Superintendent of Convicts
Sydney

Sir,

I request you will have the goodness to sanction and cause to
be arranged the transfer of an Assigned Servant belonging to the
Australian Agricultural Company, whose name is William Holt, per
Ship Nithsdale, Sentence Life, Convicted at York August the 1st

1829, to the Service of Mr John Armstrong Surveyor in the
Australian Agricultural Company’s Establishment; also James
Mullins, Assigned Servant to Mr John Armstrong, who arrived per
Ship Captain Cook, Sentence, 7 years, Convicted at Dublin, October
the 3rd 1831, to the Service of the Australian Agricultural Company
in exchange for the above; each party being agreed.

(signed) W.E. Parry, Commissioner
(signed) John Armstrong
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Letter No. 608
Port Stephens

24th April 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1st. I herewith enclose to you a Draft on the Bank of Australia
for (£120) One Hundred and Twenty Pounds, to meet the
Cash-payments for Articles lately purchased for the A. A. Company.

2nd. I beg to advise you that the Trousers which you lately
purchased are almost all a great deal too small; several, indeed, are
scarcely large enough for a boy twelve years old.

3rd. I hand you herewith a Memorandum prepared by Mr J.
E. Ebsworth, the Company’s Accountant, relative to certain Items
in your Account to December 31st 1831. I shall be obliged by your
early attention to the same.

4th. With reference to the Communications between Mr
Ebsworth and yourself during my late absence, on the subject of
Rock-salt, I am requested by that Gentleman to explain that it was
not his intention to intimate that the Company had any to dispose
of.

Letter No. 609
Port Stephens

25th April 1832

The Honorable Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,
Edward Devine, 7
Years, A Native

The Prisoner of the Crown named in the Margin, who has
obtained a Ticket of Leave, being desirous of remaining on the
Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company as a Shepherd in the
Company’s Service, I request on behalf of this Man that his Ticket
of Leave may be altered to the District of Port Stephens.
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Letter No. 610
Port Stephens

25th April 1832

J. E. Ebsworth Esq.
Carrington

Sir,

Having maturely considered the subject of the two last
Paragraphs of your Letter addressed to me on the 23rd instant,

I am of opinion that the Principle therein stated by you is
correct. Permission to come, or remain, on a Private Estate is, I
conceive, precisely of the same nature as permission to enter, or
remain in, a Private House; and the latter cannot be granted by any
Person but the Proprietor, or his duly authorized Agent, except in
execution of the Laws, and then only by the usual legal Warrant.

A Permission so granted by a Magistrate (except as
above-mentioned) would, I conceive, be of no use whatever, if the
person so trespassing were to be prosecuted for Trespass.

Letter No. 611
Port Stephens

25th April 1832

James Macarthur )
James Bowman   ) Esqs
H. H. McArthur  )
&c &c &c

Gentlemen,

With reference to my Letter of 21st July 1830 – in which was
transmitted to you a Bill on the Governors & Directors of the A. A.
Company for Five Hundred and Fourteen Pounds, fifteen shillings
and Seven Pence (£514:15:7) to meet the Amount of Orders (drawn
upon you by Mr Dawson and Mr J. Edward Ebsworth) on the 31st

December 1829,

I beg leave to acquaint you that the Amount now at the Credit
of the Company in the Bank of Australia, in the names of the late
Committee of Management in the Colony is Thirty-six Pounds &
six shillings (£36:6) and that the Amount of Drafts at present unpaid
is Thirty-four Pounds, Eighteen Shilling and Seven pence (£34:18:7).
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For the purpose of closing this Affair, I request you will have
the goodness to transfer the Balance (£36:6) to my Account as
Commissioner at the Bank of Australia, and I have addressed a Letter
to the Managing Director of that Establishment, desiring he will
pay the outstanding Drafts upon you on their presentation if
regularly accepted – charging the Amount to the same Account.
This Letter I enclose for your perusal, and I shall feel obliged by
your forwarding it to the Bank of Australia with your Draft for the
Thirty-six Pounds & Six Shillings (£36:6).

Letter No. 612
Port Stephens

25th April 1832

Thomas McVitie Esq.
Managing Director of the Bank of Australia

Sir,

The Balance (Thirty-six Pounds and Six Shillings) of the
Account of the late Committee of Management of the A. A. Co. at
the Bank of Australia, having been transferred to my Account as
Commissioner to the Company I have to request that you will pay
and charge to my Account the following Drafts upon the late
Committee if accepted in the regular way, vizt.

£5Drawn by R. Dawson in favor
of Thomas Newton for

No. 3611828 March 29

£3:7:11Drawn by J. E. Ebsworth in
favor of R. Woodley for

No. 241828 August 23

£10Drawn by J. E. Ebsworth in
favor of G. Hadell for

No. 4331829 July 23

£16:10:8Drawn by J. E. Ebsworth in
favor of G. Hadell for

No. 6231829 Dec 11

£34:18:7TOTAL  
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Letter No. 613
Port Stephens

1st May 1832

Board for the Assignment of Servants
Sydney

Gentlemen,

The A. A. Company being in great want of Men, in
consequence of the Number of Prisoners who have lately obtained
Tickets of Leave or Freedom, whereby the valuable Flocks of the
Company are daily suffering,

I earnestly request that you will be pleased to assign to the
Company as early as possible, Fifty Shepherds or Agricultural
Labourers.

Letter Nos 614, 615 and 616
Port Stephens
2nd May 1832

Editor of the N. S. Wales Government Gazette

Editor of the Sydney Gazette

Editor of The Australian

Sir Edward Parry presents his compliments to the Editor of
the (   ), and requests he will cause the accompanying Advertizement
to be inserted in that Paper the number of times specified thereon.

-oOo-

Australian Agricultural Company
Established & Incorporated by Act 5 Geo. IV Cap 86 and

by Royal Charter

Notice is hereby given that a further Call of One Pound per Share
has been made by the Governors and Directors upon the Proprietors
of Stock in this Company.

The Proprietors resident in N. S. Wales & Van Diemen’s Land are
requested to cause the Amounts upon their respective Shares to be
paid, on or before the 2nd Day of July next, into the Bank of
Australia, where Receipts will be given for the same.
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Port Stephens
1st May 1832
(3 Insertions)

Letter No. 617
Port Stephens
4th May 1832

Mr J. W. Speed
12 O’Connell Street
Sydney

Sir,

In reply to your note of the 2nd current, I beg to acquaint you
that I have not at present any occasion for the Services of the Person
mentioned in your communication.

Letter No. 618
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

Enclosed you will receive 22 Letters addressed to some of the
Colonial Proprietors of Stock in the A. A. Company respectively,
which I request you will cause to be forwarded to them without
delay.

With reference to any future Proceedings which the Governors
& Directors may institute on this head, I request you will insert
opposite each name in the accompanying List, the manner in which
you have disposed of the respective Letters, and that you will return
the List to me, signed by yourself, for transmission to the Court of
Directors.

List of 22 (Twenty-two) Proprietors of Stock in the A. A.
Company to whom Circulars are addressed announcing the Eleventh
Call - £1 per Share – transmitted to George Bunn Esq. to be
forwarded by him.
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SydneyThe Hon. Alexander Berry Esq.
SydneyGeorge Bunn Esq.
SydneyExecutors of the Late J. T. Campbell Esq
SydneyThe Hon. Robert Campbell Esq.
SydneyMr D. G. Forbes
SydneyMr T. W. Forbes
SydneyF. A. Hely
LiverpoolPatrick Hill Esq.
SydneyRevd. R. Hill
ParramattaJames Macarthur Esq.
SydneyThomas McVitie Esq.
ParramattaRevd S. Marsden
V. D. LandJames Murdock Esq.
V. D. LandPeter Murdock Esq
SydneyJames Norton Esq.
SydneyExecutors of the late John Ovens Esq.

[annotated: Captain Piper & Mr Lithgow]
SydneyExecutors of the late John Oxley Esq
ParramattaG. T Palmer Esq.
SydneyA. B. Spark Esq.
SydneyHis Honor Mr Justice Stephen
GlenfieldExecutors of the late Charles Throsby Esq.
SydneyEdward Wollstonecraft Esq

Letter No. 619
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

John Henderson Esq.
Newcastle

Sir,

Enclosed you will receive 3 Letters (as Letter No. 618).

List of 3 (Three) Proprietors of Stock in the A. A. Company to
whom Circulars are addressed announcing the Eleventh Call – £1
per Share – transmitted to John Henderson Esq. to be forwarded
by him.
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Hunter’s RiverThe Hon. E. C. Close Esq.
NewcastleJohn Henderson Esq.
Glendon, Hunter’s River.Robert Scott }

& Esqs
Helenus Scott}

Letter No. 620
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary

Sir,

1st. I have the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter
of the 27th ultimo, acquainting me, by direction of the Governor,
that a Police Establishment for Port Stephens has been determined
upon by His Majesty’s Local Government, but that His Excellency
does not feel justified in incurring the Expence of it till the Sanction
of the Secretary of State has been obtained.

2nd. I beg leave, on the part of the Company, to offer to His
Excellency my best acknowledgement for the attention which he
has been pleased to pay to my proposal on this subject.

3rd. I trust, however, that His Excellency will excuse my
remarking that, with whatever satisfaction the Company may hail
this admission of a just claim for which they have been so long
contending, the present arrangement holds out no prospect of relief
for at least twelve months to come.

4th. I beg leave, therefore, respectfully to suggest, for His
Excellency’s consideration, whether during this long interval, it
will not be reasonable that His Majesty’s Government should relieve
the Company from some small proportion of the present expence –
say the Stipend of £100 per annum paid to the Resident Magistrate;
leaving the further arrangements to be decided upon whenever the
answer from the Secretary of State arrives.
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Letter No. 621
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary

Sir,

1. Sir George
Murray’s Despatch
(No. 23) to His
Excellency General
Darling, dated 21st

April 1830.

2. Sir Edward Parry’s
Memorandum
addressed to His
Majesty’s Colonial
Government, 21st

February 1831

3. Mr Macleay’s
Letter (in reply to the
foregoing) dated 3rd

March 1831

1st. Adverting to the Arrangements made between His Majesty’s
Government and the Australian Agricultural Company, respecting
the final Selection of the Company’s Grant of Land in New South
Wales; and more especially with reference to the Documents noted
in the Margin,

2nd. I have now the Honor to acquaint you, for the information
of His Excellency the Governor, that, in conformity with those
arrangements, I have at length, after much exertion, and with great
expence to the Company, succeeded in selecting two Locations in
the Interior of the Country, which, tho’ at an inconvenient distance
from their Original Grant and the present Establishment at Port
Stephens, I consider the only Selection which can be made, in any
degree fit for the Company’s purpose, in the unlocated parts of this
Colony.

3rd. For a Description of the two Locations in question,
comprising about 249,600 Acres and 300,160 Acres respectively,
or about 549,760 Acres in the whole, I beg leave to refer His
Excellency to the Accompanying Map by Mr Dangar, the Company’s
Surveyor, and the Specification inserted therein.

4th. It being of vital importance to the Interests of the Company
(principally on account of the very large addition to their Flocks
expected this year), that they should, with as little delay as possible,
be put in possession of their Land, I beg you will do me the Honor
to lay this Communication before the Governor as early as
convenient, together with my earnest request that His Excellency
will be pleased to direct immediate steps to be taken for the final
decision of the Company’s Grant.

5th. With a view to expedite the final Settlement of this
business, by affording His Majesty’s Government any further
information that may be required on the part of the Company, it is
my intention to proceed to Sydney very shortly, and shall hope to
be allowed the Honor of waiting upon His Excellency in a few days
after your receipt of this Communication.
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Letter No. 622
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1st. Herewith you will receive Bills (Nos 221 to 230 inclusive)
on the Governors and Directors of the A. A. Company, to the amount
of (£1,500) One Thousand Five Hundred Pounds; which I request
you will endorse, and place to my Credit at the Bank of Australia,
as Commissioner to the Company.

2nd. I likewise enclose herewith a Draft on the Bank of Australia
for (£75) Seventy-Five Pounds, to meet the Payments for your last
Purchases on Account of the Company.

3rd. I beg to draw your attention to the enclosed Memorandum
relative to your Account with the Company, which I trust will now
be speedily settled to the satisfaction of both parties.

4th. I request that, in order to save time in the issuing of the
Trowsers to the Company’s Assigned Servants at Newcastle, you
will forward direct to Mr Henderson, Forty Pairs of Trowsers for
that Establishment, as soon as they can possibly be procured.

Letter No. 623
Port Stephens
5th May 1832

George Wentworth Esq.
South Creek

Sir,

I have the Honor to enclose to you an application from William
Edwards, a Prisoner formerly in the Service of your Father, and
who has since been so faithful a Servant of the Australian
Agricultural Company, that I should be glad to obtain for him a
Ticket of Leave.

I think that this indulgence must chiefly depend on your
certifying that he did not leave his former Master for any particular
fault, which he seems to suppose you will have no objection to do.
If so, I shall be much obliged by your writing upon the Form
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whatever testimony you can offer in his favor, and returning it to
me by post as early as convenient.

Letter No. 624
Port Stephens
8th May 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

Herewith you will receive some Letters, which I request you
will be good enough to forward as soon as possible to their
respective addresses, informing me by the Lambton that you have
done so.

Letter No. 624a
Port Stephens

1st May 1832

Australian Agricultural Company

Persons desirous of Supplying the Servants of the Australian
Agricultural Company employed at Newcastle with rations from
the 1st of June 1832 to the 1st of June 1833 are requested to address
Tenders to me under Cover to John Henderson Esq. Newcastle on
or before the 31st instant.

The Articles required are

400 lbs per weekGood Fresh Beef or Mutton about
100 lbs per weekFine Flour
600 lbs per weekSeconds Flour
50 lbs per weekSugar
7 lbs per weekTea
7 lbs per weekTobacco

The Tenders are to specify in words the price per pound at
which the several Articles will be supplied.

The Rations are to be delivered to the Company’s Servants in
such quantities, and at such time as the Company shall appoint.

Payment to be made in Cash or by the Draft of the Company
upon the Bank of Australia within a Month after the delivery of an
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Account made in such Form as the Company may prescribe, up to
the last day in every Month.

The Contractor will be required to give Security for the due
performance of his Contract.

W. E. Parry
Commissioner to the A. A. Company

N.S.W. Government Gazette 2 insertions
Australian 3 insertions.

Letter No. 625
Port Stephens
11th May 1832

William Jones
Carrington

William Jones,

Your Agreement with the A. A. Company expiring on the 14th

instant, I have to inform you that I am willing to re-engage you as
a Labourer for three years more, in the Company’s Service, on the
following terms:

Wages £40 per annum
Rations of Meat & Flour for Yourself & Family
House, rent-free,

together with the other usual advantages of Dairy-Produce,
Fuel, Medicines & Medical Attendance free of Expense, but no other
allowance whatsoever either in Money or Kind.

I request to be informed, as early as possible, whether it is
your wish to engage with the Company on these terms.

Letter No. 626
Port Stephens
16th May 1832

Daniel Ivey

Daniel Ivey,

Your Agreement with the A. A. Company expires on the 19th

proximo.
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I have to inform you that I am will to re-engage you in the
Company’s Service – in the capacity of a Mason & General Labourer,
for three years, on the following Terms:

Wages £50 per Annum being an encrease of £10 on your former
Agreement

Rations of Meat & Flour for yourself & Family, together with
the usual advantages of Lodging, Dairy-Produce, Fuel, Medicine &
Medical Attendance free of Expense, but no other Allowances
whatsoever either in Money or Kind.

I request to be informed, as early as possible, whether it is
your wish to engage with the Company on these Terms.

Letter No. 627
Port Stephens
16th May 1832

James Laidley Esq.
Deputy Commissary General
Sydney

Sir,

I have the Honor to enclose to you herewith Two Accounts
(in Triplicate) for Coals purchased by His Majesty’s Government
from the Australian Agricultural Company at Newcastle between
the 31st December 1831 and the 31st March 1832; together with the
Requisite Vouchers for the same.

For an explanation of these two Accounts, I beg to refer you
to my Letter addressed to you on the 15th of February last, enclosing
similar Accounts for the preceding Quarter.

I beg leave at the same time to remind you that the former
Accounts still remain unpaid and request you will inform me, as
early as convenient whether any arrangement has been made for
this purpose.
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Letter No. 628
Port Stephens
16th May 1832

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,

With reference to my Letter addressed to you on the 15th

February last, on the subject of payment for Coals purchased by
His Majesty’s Government from the Australian Agricultural
Company at Newcastle,

I have the Honor to acquaint you that I have this day
transmitted to the Deputy Commissary General similar Accounts
for the second quarter ending the 31st of March 1832.

I beg leave to inform you that the former Accounts still remain
unpaid, and to repeat my request that payment may be made
without delay.

Letter No. 629
Port Stephens
18th May 1832

George Bunn Esq.
Sydney

Sir,

1. I beg leave in the absence of Sir Edward Parry to forward
herewith a Requisition dated this day for Articles on Account of
the A. A. Company to which I request your particular attention.

2. With reference to your Invoices of 25th February last, I have
to remind you that Vouchers Nos 3 and 7 for Castings are not yet
received.

3. A Memorandum on the Subject of your Account Current
was transmitted via Newcastle on the 15th instant – will you have
the goodness to state if it has been received by you.

J. Edward Ebsworth
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Letter No. 630
Newcastle

24th May 1832

Editor of the Sydney Monitor

Sir,

Having observed in your Paper of the 16th current a Paragraph,
intimating that a difficulty has occurred in the Operations at the
A. A. Company’s Coal Works at Newcastle, which will render it
necessary either to sink the Shaft deeper, or to abandon the Mine,

I request you will give publicity in your Paper to this my
assurance that the above mentioned Statement is entirely untrue,
no difficulty whatsoever having occurred, and the Coal continuing
of excellent quality.

Letter No. 631
Port Stephens

28th March 1832

Dr Mitchell
General Hospital
Sydney

Sir,
 

George Robinson,
Portland

I have the Honor to enclose a Statement of the Case of the
Prisoner named in the Margin, and I request you will receive him
into the General Hospital, and cause him to be returned when cured.

Letter No. 632
Port Stephens
28th May 1832

George Bunn
&c &c &c

Sir,

Herewith you will receive a Draft on the Bank of Australia,
for the sum of (£75) Seventy five Pounds, to meet the Current
Expences, which I request you will place to the Credit of the
Company’s Account.
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I also enclose a Requisition for Stores, to which I request your
early attention.

Letter No. 633
Sydney

2nd June 1832

Honorable Colonial Secretary
Sydney

Sir,
Thomas Atkinson or
Achison, Minstrel;
Thomas Wright,
Florentia

The Two Prisoners named in the Margin who have lately
obtained Tickets of Leave for Newcastle from the Service of the A.
A. Company at that place are desirous of having their Tickets
changed to Sydney in consequence of their not being able to obtain
work at Newcastle in their Trade as Miners.

As they both bear good characters & their Services are likely
to be more useful in Sydney than elsewhere I beg leave to solicit
for them this Indulgence.

Letter No. 634
Sydney

4th June 1832

Honorable A. Macleay Esq.
&c &c &c

Sir,
Edward Devine, 7
Years, a Native

The Prisoner of the Crown named in the Margin, respecting
whom I had the Honor to write to you on the 25th of April last,
being desirous of having his Ticket of Leave for Windsor, instead
of Port Stephens, as therein stated,

I request, on his behalf that you will be pleased to obtain for
him this indulgence. Devine has a wife and family, whom he will
be able to support in that district.
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Letter No. 635
Sydney

4th June 1832

The Board for the Assignment of Servants

Gentlemen,

The A. A. Company being in extreme want of Shepherds &
Agricultural Labourers, I have the Honor to request you will be
pleased to assign to them Fifty Prisoners of that description.

Letter No. 636
Sydney

4th June 1832

The Board for the Assignment of Servants

Gentlemen,

The Australian Agricultural Company being in very great want
of Carpenters, owing principally to the number of Agreements with
their Indented Servants which have lately expired,

I earnestly request that you will be pleased to assign to them
Six Carpenters, there being actually only one Convict of that trade
in their large establishment; and not one having been assigned to
them in the two years and a half that I have been in the Colony.
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