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10. Lucy Evelyn Cheesman  
(1881–1969): Traveller, writer, scientist

Evelyn Cheesman, as she was normally known, was an unlikely example of 
that not uncommon species the naturalist–adventurer. She was a slightly built 
woman with limited financial means and scant formal training. Such apparent 
disadvantages, though, were offset, as the record shows, by invincible self 
reliance and minimal regard for personal comfort. She was an entomologist 
who made six arduous and extensive solo expeditions to various Pacific islands 
between 1924 and 1955 to collect insects, and who recounted her experiences 
in seven books which gratified the capacity for risk-free wonderment of a large 
popular audience of vicarious vagrants. In New Guinea in 1939 the apparent 
oddity of the behaviour her work required led local people to describe her as 
‘the woman who walks’.1 Substantively, though, as a front-line naturalist—a 
harvester of specimens for the more laboratory-bound academic systematisers 
and analysts—she belongs as part of a long and continuing scientific tradition. 
She was one of those who performed the vital but ancillary role, which is largely 
taken for granted, of a supplier of raw material. 

The custom of scientific collecting may conveniently (if contestably) be taken as 
having a definitive beginning with Joseph Banks. A botanist, and later president 
of the Royal Society, he led a team of gatherers, observers and recorders aboard 
the Endeavour on James Cook’s first great exploratory voyage through the 
Pacific in 1769–1770. The object of their industry in this new world, which was 
gradually being opened up to European scrutiny after more than two centuries 
of desultory maritime probing, was to advance the limits of knowledge about 
the natural universe, and to discover what useful—and exploitable—resources 
it might contain. Science, like religion, was not an exclusive category. Like 
politics and trade, those other protean and ubiquitous axes of social interaction, 
it also shared permeable and overlapping borders with further species of activity. 
Botany, for instance, was an adjunct of pharmacology while entomology, a later 
noetic development, could have important applications in the control of plant 
and animal pests. On Cook’s second voyage the work of scientific enquiry was 
directed by Johann Reinhold Forster, a broadly educated German who was well 
acquainted with the method for classifying and relating biological specimens 
that had been devised by Carl Linnaeus. That taxonomy, involving describing, 
naming and grouping particular items, was a potent means of discerning order 
within the diversity of the natural world. By enriching intellectual curiosity 

1 Evelyn, Cheesman, Six-Legged Snakes in New Guinea: a collecting expedition to two unexplored islands, 
London, 1949, p. 265; and, Things Worth While, London, 1958, p. 259.
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with the goal of uncovering obscure—but possibly useful—meanings and 
linkages through careful observation, it also provided an inexhaustible impetus 
for purposeful pursuit, often in out-of-the-way places.2

Sometimes this might be carried out by teams of scientists and be organised 
by institutions. Examples abound. For instance, as Cheesman herself relates 
in a survey titled ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions in the Pacific’, there was the one 
despatched by the United States National Museum in 1873 to investigate 
the fauna of coral islands in the eastern Pacific; and the two sent to the then 
Dutch New Guinea (later the would-be nation of West Papua) by the British 
Ornithologists’ Union between 1909 and 1913.3 But also, and always, there were 
individuals. Some of these were amateurs, like Rev. J.-B. Poncelet, who financed 
his mission station at Turiboiru in southern Bougainville by capturing butterflies 
and moths for sale to, among others, Lord Rothschild for his museum at Tring 
in England.4 Some were primarily gentlemen wanderers: such as David Douglas, 
who died in Hawai’i in 1834 while collecting for the Royal Horticultural Society; 
and Charles Woodford, who had hunted insects in the Solomon Islands before 
becoming Resident Commissioner there in 1896.5 Others were somewhat more 
scholarly, although not necessarily by profession. One of the most notable of 
these enquiring adventurers, and in his modus operandi the model for Cheesman, 
was Alfred Russel Wallace, the begetter of zoogeography, the science of relating 
animals to their habitats. Belonging among the great nineteenth century 
contributors to understanding of the natural world, Wallace, a railway surveyor 
by profession, worked independently. He collected assiduously during 14 years 
in the field, he helped finance his expeditions by selling specimens to the British 
Museum, and he published extensively on his travels and findings.

In 1856, during an eight-year expedition focusing on the Malay archipelago, 
Wallace visited New Guinea. In the course of his travels he observed a sharp 
discontinuity of faunal types on either side of what became known as Wallace’s 
Line. On the western side, on islands known (in the light of plate tectonics) 
to lie on the Sunda shelf of south-east Asia, the assemblage of animals is 
predominantly Asian. On the eastern side of the line, which follows a trench 
of deep water that runs up from Timor to the Philippines, are New Guinea and 

2 Edward Duyker, Nature’s Argonaut: Daniel Solander, 1733–1782, Melbourne, 1998; Michael E. Hoare (ed.), 
The ‘Resolution’ Journal of Johann Reinhold Forster, 1772–1775, London, 1982, vol. 1, pp. 20–54; Bernard 
Smith, European Vision and the South Pacific, Sydney, 1984 (2nd edn), pp. 1–107; and, Imagining the Pacific: 
in the wake of the Cook voyages, Melbourne, 1992, pp. 41-50.
3 Evelyn Cheesman, ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions in the Pacific’, in Charles Barrett (ed.), The Pacific: ocean of 
islands, Melbourne, [1950], pp. 55–65.
4 Patrick O’Reilly and J.M. Sédès, Jaunes, Noirs et Blancs: trois années de guerre aux Iles Salomon, Paris, 1949, 
Pl.X; Robert Stuart, Nuts to You: an autobiography, Sydney, 1977, pp. 62–63; Missions des Iles, no. 89 (Mars 
1959), pp. 57–58.
5 Ann Lindsay Mitchell and Syd House, David Douglas: explorer and botanist, London, 1999, pp. 167, 177; 
Ian Heath, ‘Charles Woodford: adventurer, naturalist, administrator’, in Deryck Scarr (ed.), More Pacific 
Islands Portraits, Canberra, 1978, pp. 194–201.
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northern Australia, which sit upon the Sahul shelf. There, and extending into 
the adjacent Melanesian groups of Solomons, Vanuatu and New Caledonia, 
the fauna is mainly Australia-related. This latter region, formally designated 
Papuasia, is one of the five great faunal areas into which Wallace divided the 
world in his masterwork, The Geographical Distribution of Plants and Animals, 
published in 1876.6 

It was there, on the eastern side of the line, that Cheesman did most of her 
collecting. As for the islands further to the east, the great distances across the 
Pacific were filters that relatively few plants or animals could pass.7 There, as 
in the Galapagos, to Charles Darwin’s amazement in 1835, evolution moved 
spectacularly. It bred great variety from a small base of initial colonisers that 
derived mainly from Papuasia.

By her own account, Cheesman’s interest in understanding the processes of 
nature sprang from her upbringing in England, in the depths of ‘the country … 
those carefree happy days soaking in wild life’. At first ‘imbibing unconsciously 
from the unscientific country lore’, she happily progressed to ‘intelligently 
assimilating’ its contents.8 She was born on 8 October 1881 at Court Lodge 
farm, near the village of Westwell, 6 kilometres from the town of Ashford in the 
county of Kent. Her paternal grandfather, who appears to have been a prosperous 
businessman, had bought the property and built a new house on it from the 
ruins of a twelfth century monastery that had once stood there. Her father, 
Robert (1842–1915), lived the life of a country gentleman. The management 
of the farm and the mill was entrusted to a bailiff. Her mother, Florence Maud 
née Tassell (1855–1944), belonged to one of the old families of the county.9 She 
was descended from William Spong (1719–1787) whose family had shifted from 
Yorkshire to Kent in 1652. His grandson, likewise called William (1790–1839), of 
Cobtree Farm, Boxley, and who was to become Florence’s grandfather, was the 
original for Charles Dickens’ fictional Old Wardle of Pickwick Papers (1833).10

Five children were born to Florence and Robert Cheesman. All of them had a 
second name beginning with ‘E’, except for the youngest who was simply Eric. 
Evelyn (she always used her second name) was the third-born among two girls 
and three boys. There was also a large and hospitable extended family scattered 
within easy distance of Court Lodge to compensate for a lack of closeness 
between parents and children, on which Cheesman comments:

6 For Wallace, see Penny van Oosterzee, Where Worlds Collide: the Wallace Line (Melbourne, 1997); Peter 
Raby, Alfred Russel Wallace (London, 2002).
7 Andrew Mitchell, A Fragile Paradise: nature and man in the Pacific, London, 1989, p. 24.
8 Evelyn Cheesman, Things Worth While, London, 1958, p. 25. 
9 Ibid., pp. 7–24.
10 Information passed on by Niel Gunson (Canberra), who obtained it from Bryan Tassell (Faversham, Kent), 
a Cheesman relative.
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Our parents were wrapped up in each other; my father who was thirteen 
years older than my mother remained devoted until the last minutes 
of his life. But the children were incidental … . Never can I recall any 
suggestion of even encouragement for our futures. It was as though the 
responsibility of parenthood had never entered their heads.11

Still, freedom from restraint within a congenial environment seems to have 
encouraged in their offspring rewarding habits of curiosity, creativity and 
self-reliance, qualities which some of them took to the distant reaches of the 
Empire. Thus, the eldest child, Robert Ernest, had a notable career as a soldier, 
explorer, author and naturalist, and as a diplomat in Iraq, Arabia and Ethiopia; 
Edith painted watercolours in Mesopotamia; and Percy travelled widely, laying 
submarine cables. Only Eric, who became a doctor, seems to have resisted the 
siren call of the horizon.12

In their earliest years the Cheesman children were supervised by a nurse, and 
their first lessons were provided by a daily governess. Thanks to the generosity 
of relatives who paid the fees, for the family fortunes appear to have been 
declining, the children were later sent away to boarding school. The boys 
went to the elite Merchant Tailors’ School while the two girls attended one in 
Brighton run by the Misses Collingwood, daughters of a clergyman. There the 
pair acquired a solid grounding in French and German, something they shared 
with their mother. ‘In the holidays’, wrote Evelyn, ‘Mother and I used to read 
Schiller and Goethe for pleasure’.13 

In due course, the girls themselves became governesses. In this capacity, Edith 
went to Surrey and Evelyn to the Midlands village of Gumley. Although her 
charge was only ‘a small boy’, her chances for personal recreation were limited. 
Still, she recalled her years there with pleasure, ‘for the opportunities [they 
offered] to continue the study of botany and for the hours snatched at night 
watching badgers and foxes’. A stimulating hiatus was brought to these soothing 
rustic avocations in 1904, when her pupil was sent away to a preparatory school, 
prior to going to Eton. At the same time Evelyn was enabled, through family 
connections, to accept a temporary appointment at a girls high school in Germany. 
Eighteen months later she returned to Gumley ‘to teach Geoffrey’s sister for a 
few years’, and to plan her next move. That was, to become a veterinarian. She 
was already studying animal anatomy from a two-volume work that she had 
bought in Germany. But to no avail. Twice she applied for admisssion to the 
Royal Veterinary College and twice she was rejected, on the grounds that the 

11 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 28.
12 Ibid., p. 8; Obituaries from ‘The Times’, 1961–1970, London, 1971, pp. 136–137; Florence Cheesman, 
Mesopotomia … Water-colours, London, 1922; Percy Cheesman, Around the Map on a Cable Ship, London, 
1933; information from Niel Gunson.
13 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 30.
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course was not open to women. Disappointed, but not despairing, in 1912 she 
attempted to position herself more advantageously for any change of policy. To 
that end, she took employment as a canine nurse in a dog’s hospital and health 
care service run by Alfred Joseph Sewell, veterinary surgeon to King Edward 
VII.14

With the outbreak of war in 1914 Cheesman’s knowledge of French and German 
brought a marked change of activity: intelligence work in the Admiralty. When 
the war ended in 1918, she then made what proved to be portentous decision 
(one again shaped by personal contacts). Although her old ambition was still 
strong, at the request of Professor Maxwell Lefroy of the Royal College of Science 
she accepted an anticipated temporary position at London Zoo. It was, she was 
told, ‘work that a woman can do and no special knowledge is needed’; that is, 
taking charge of the Insect House. This had become very rundown during the 
war; specimen stocks needed to be re-established and new collectors obtained; 
aquaria demonstrating pond life needed to be replenished; exhibits needed to 
be labelled and displays refurbished; and regular supplies of flowering plants 
needed to be obtained to feed the insects. Such became her involvement in this 
work, which soon extended to presenting talks on insect life (an activity that 
later led to publishing and broadcasting) that, when the veterinary ban was 
eventually lifted, she did not re-apply to enter the college.

Thus, she was still at the zoo in 1923 when Lefroy drew her attention to a 
proposed excursion to the Pacific islands. Joining it would offer her the fulfilment 
of ‘an unattainable dream’, the chance to travel and ‘to study tropical insects’, as 
a member of the St George Expedition. This was a private venture, organised by 
a body called Scientific Research Expeditions Ltd. The plan was for a round-the-
world cruise catering for a group of fare-paying passengers, travelling mainly 
for pleasure, and a party of scientists who would have free passage, with the 
opportunity to collect specimens in remote places. The shareholders, some of 
whom were passengers, hoped (vainly, as it proved) to receive dividends from a 
film to be made about the voyage and from publication royalties.15

In pursuit of these varied aims, the St George, a barquentine-rigged vessel of 
694 tons, with auxiliary steam power, left Dartmouth on 9 April 1924. There 
were eight scientists on board, led by James Hornell, a marine biologist with a 
strong secondary interest in indigenous material cultures. Recently retired as 
director of fisheries in Madras, he would later return to the Pacific to report on 
fish stocks in Fiji, but the main result of his acquaintance with the region was 
the monumental monograph Canoes of Oceania, which he published with A.C. 
Haddon in 1936–1937. Other members of the group, some of whom also achieved 

14 Ibid., pp. 29–68.
15 Ibid., pp. 57–84.



Watriama	and	Co:	Further	Pacific	Islands	Portraits		

192

scholarly distinction, were P.H. Johnston (herpetologist), Cyril Crossland 
(marine biologist—corals), H.J. Kelsall (ornithologist), L.J. Chubb (geologist), 
L.A.M. Riley (botanist), and C.L. Collenette (lepidopterist and coleopterist).16

After passing through the Panama Canal, the St George visited the Galapagos 
Islands (24 July – 4 August), then returned to Panama for a month before 
reaching the Marquesas (1 January – 4 February 1925), Tuamotus (7–14 
February), and Tahiti (16 February – 19 March). At all of these landfalls 
Cheesman endeavoured to collect, often helped by an obliging crewman. But 
all was not well. Already, at the Galapagos, where she was struck by the limited 
variety of species unleavened by significant adaptations, strains were appearing 
among the travellers due to their different interests. A disproportionate amount 
of time, Cheesman felt, was spent at sea. ‘Our visits [on land] were far too short 
for entomological collecting, but the passengers were bored after a few days 
sightseeing’ while, on board, some objected to the smell of drying lizard skins, 
corals and seaweed. ‘The aims of tourists and scientists cannot tally’. Besides, 
the expedition was proving to be under-financed, and the ship itself was too big 
to be easily manoeuvred inshore.17

At the Marquesas Cheesman spent a day ashore on each of Hiva-oa and Fatu 
Hiva and two days on Nukuhiva. On the latter, the island to which Herman 
Melville had deserted in 1842, she made a rarely attempted solo climb up to a 
rocky interior plateau, almost at the expense of her life. Sliding on some dry 
grass, she fell rapidly to the brink of ‘a perpendicular wall looking down to a 
small stream thirty feet below’, but managed to avoid dropping over by holding 
on to two fistfuls of bracken. Her rucksack, she surmised, had probably slowed 
her fall.18 

Next, the St George called at Napuka and Fakarava in the Tuamotus. Again, 
Cheesman’s pickings were scarce. Napuka, for instance, yielded only one variety 
of ant, lizard and gecko, but five species of land crabs. From these atolls the St 
George proceeded to Tahiti, where Cheesman promptly parted company with it. 
She was enabled to do so through the generosity of her brother Percy. Having 
heard rumours that the expedition was financially troubled and was liable to 
leave the scientists stranded somewhere, he had forwarded her £100 to ensure 
her independence, which she had come acutely to value. Henceforth she would 

16 Ibid., p. 86; A.J.A. Douglas and P.H. Johnson, The South Seas of To-day: being an account of the cruise of 
the yacht St. George to the South Pacific, London, 1926, pp. 5–11; Cheesman, ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions’, p. 62; 
Evelyn Cheesman, Islands Near the Sun: off the beaten track in the far, fair Society Islands, London, 1927, p. 86; 
C.L. Collenette, Sea-Girt Jungles: the experiences of a naturalist with the ‘St. George’ expedition, London, n.d., 
p. xi; James Hornell, Water Transport: origins and early evolution, Cambridge, 1946, p. viii; and, Report on the 
Fisheries of Fiji, Suva, 1940, p. vii. 
17 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 99; and, ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions’, p. 62.
18 Ibid., pp. 18–19.
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always go solo. Apart from the particular problems of the St George expedition, 
experience had already revealed, she wrote, that ‘working alone was the sole 
method of reaching desirable [collecting] sites’.19

Matching action to intent, she had embarked on her first solo expedition even 
before the St George sailed from Papeete on 19 March, en route for home via 
Rurutu, Rapa, Easter Island and Panama. Funds received at Tahiti enabled the 
return voyage to continue, but in a more direct manner than earlier envisaged—
and into bankruptcy proceedings.20 The intrepid entomologist, meanwhile, 
had made a series of arduous trips into the mountainous interior of Tahiti, as 
well as brief visits to Raiatea, Huahine and Borabora aboard an ill-found inter-
island schooner, the Temehani. The collecting was satisfactory, but at the cost 
of much difficult and dangerous climbing and some painful mishaps. When, 
about September, she returned to England it was with a modest but adequately 
representative ‘bag’ of about 500 specimens, including a new species of short-
horned grasshopper.21 For Cheesman, the significance of the trip, though, was 
not to be measured by numbers. Not only had it shown her the advantages of 
operating alone, but she was also poised to comprehend that the insects she 
had been collecting had not originated predominantly in Australia, but had 
migrated from Melanesia. That is, that they were mostly ‘Papuan’. It was this—
unexpected—realisation that would determine her future collecting sites. 
Henceforth, she would concentrate on the more richly endowered areas that lay 
nearer to the eastern edge of the Wallace Line.

Probably, Cheesman’s Polynesian experiences also strengthened her innate 
self-reliance for, when she learned that a certain zoo official with whom she 
‘had never seen eye to eye’ was still in office, she decided not to return to the 
Insect House. Resigning, she took an unpaid position at the British Museum, 
living frugally off her modest royalties from ‘potboilers’ (her term) about insect 
behaviour, and writing scholarly papers on insect taxonomy. On the strength 
of the latter she hoped to establish her scientific credentials sufficiently for her 
to qualify for a grant-in-aid to assist with a further collecting venture.22 The 
first three of these papers, describing new species, appeared in the Annals and 
Magazine of Natural History in 1926. These were followed by three more in 
1927. The same year Islands in the Sun, her book on the St George expedition, 
was published. Another three scientific papers appeared in 1928. 

19 Ibid., p. 125.
20 Douglas and Johnson, pp. 173–175, 202; Don Collinson, The Chronicles of Dartmouth: an historical yearly 
log, 1854–1954, Dartmouth, 2000, pp. 171–174.
21 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 132–146; and, Islands Near the Sun, pp. 229–232.
22 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 146–148. Her early ‘potboilers’ were Everyday Doings of Insects and 
The Great Little Insect, both published in London in 1924.
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Her industry was rewarded. In 1928, fortified with a grant of £300 and the 
remains of a small legacy, Cheesman set off on a solo collecting expedition to 
the New Hebrides (since 1980, Vanuatu). Sceptics suggested she might last 
six months; she stayed for two years. Her reason for choosing Vanuatu was 
uncomplicated. Its fauna represented a clear gap in the national collection. ‘We 
needed information about New Hebrides insects badly, to link up our knowledge 
of those inhabiting other groups of islands and Australia’.23

Indeed, little systematic research of any kind had been carried out there. 
Anthropologists had shown the way. W.H.R. Rivers visited the New Hebrides in 
1908 and 1914, and Felix Speiser from Switzerland (an admirer of the writings 
of the missionary ethnologist Robert Codrington, who had lived in the Banks 
Islands) worked in the northern islands in 1910–1911. Subsequently, several 
promising young scholars were despatched there from Cambridge University. 
Rivers, who died in 1922, sent John Layard to Malekula (1914–1915). Later, 
after World War I, his former colleague Alfred Haddon, who was also a confidant 
of Speiser, assigned Bernard Deacon to Malekula (1926–1927), T.T. Barnard to 
Efate (1927) and C.B. Humphries to the southern islands (1926). The University 
of Oxford, in contrast to its rival, promoted enquiries into natural history. In 
1933 John Baker, a zoologist who had visited Santo in 1922 and 1927, returned 
there with his wife Zita and several colleagues. These were Tom Harrisson, a 
biologist; Jock Marshall, a one-armed Australian ornithologist, who would 
come again in 1937; and, Terence Bird. The Bakers and Bird left in February 
1934, but Harrisson and Marshall stayed on for a few months more. For all 
these researchers, judging from the published accounts of their experiences, the 
physical discomforts and deprivations involved in following their interests seem 
to have been a source less of complaint than of a fortifying sense of ‘adventure’—
and of high mutual respect.24 Cheesman wrote an admiring tribute to Deacon 
who died of blackwater fever on 27 March 1927; and the raffish Harrisson later 
spoke of ‘the plucky Miss Cheesman’.25

Concerning her own expedition, Cheesman lightly dismissed well-meant advice, 
including that of the archbishop of Canterbury, that she should not venture into 
such an ‘uncivilised place’; and later rejoiced that her assured indifference to 
their strictures had been vindicated. She had read widely in the writing on the 
New Hebrides, much of it coloured by Presbyterian piety:

23 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 148, and Backwaters of the Savage South Seas, London, 1933, p. 13.
24 These researchers and their works may be identified further in Patrick O’Reilly, Hébridais: répertoire bio-
bibliographique des Nouvelles-Hébridais, Paris, 1957.
25 Bernard Deacon, Malekula: a vanishing people in the New Hebrides, London, 1934, pp. xxvii–xxix; Tom 
Harrisson, Savage Civilisation, London, 1937, p. 396. Judith M. Heimann, The Most Offending Soul Alive: Tom 
Harrisson and his remarkable life, London, 2002.
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from all this literature [I] had built up preconceptions of holy missionaries 
sacrificing their lives for ideals; of hard, unscrupulous traders; [of] 
unchristian settlers hostile to work which was obviously sponsored by 
the almighty; [of] native people with only animal instincts.

But experience taught otherwise:

All these images proved to be completely false in every particular. In my 
two years spent in the group I formed an utterly different conception of 
the conditions of living and realised the erroneous impressions which 
had been disseminated throughout the world.26

She found the down-at-heel ‘capital’ on the island of Efate distinctly less 
charming—and far less hospitable—than the villages. Thus, after three days in 
Port Vila, which she reached at the end of January 1929, she re-joined the Burns 
Philp vessel Makambo, which was going northwards to Malekula, to escape the 
hateful place. Her plan was ‘to build a hut’ in some coastal locality to use as a 
base for collecting expeditions. Instead, she was gratified to be given the use 
of a house normally occupied by Rev. Fred Paton of the Presbyterian mission 
at Ounua at South West Bay. For 12 months, assisted by five ‘boys’ led by one 
Tarlis, who was recommended by a planter named Charles Dillensenger, that 
was the point from which she ranged about the island, with trips also to Santo 
and to Vanua Lava, in the Banks group.27

While regular collecting trips, which might last for a week at a time, induced 
Cheesman to become acquainted with local people and their customs, her interest 
in such matters was stolidly pragmatic. It did not generate descriptions or 
explanations of any depth. Thus, she learned the local pidgin English (Bislama), 
she became conversant with the tambu or spiritual forces that regulated much 
of island life, and was familiar with the ‘neutral zones’ which eased the way for 
people of hostile villages to reach their gardens. She touched on such topics in 
books describing her experiences—Backwaters of the Savage South Seas (1933), 
Camping Adventures on Cannibal Islands (1949), Who Stand Alone (1965) and 
in an autobiography, Things Worthwhile (1958)—and she gathered artefacts 
for the Cambridge museum, but she eschewed any pretensions to ethnology. 
‘My interest in them’, she wrote, ‘was not academic. I simply wanted to get 
into the interior for collecting’. Similarly ad hoc was her ready acceptance of 
the island people as they were. Acquiescing in the anthropological orthodoxy 
of the day, she thought that they were at a lower stage of social development 
than Europeans, but she also believed that they were perfectly adapted to their 
time and place on some putative evolutionary scale. Her comments are free of 
criticism and ridicule, and of any wish for her hosts’ ‘improvement’. If there was 

26 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 149.
27 Ibid., pp. 149–153, and Backwaters, pp. 24–31, 137, 228.
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in this anything of the pervasive colonial assumption that equated ‘native’ with 
inherent inferiority, it was not expressed in a condescending way. After all, she 
was living closely with the islanders, and was dependent on their cooperation 
in order to do her work. For instance, she matter-of-factly described Tarlis, who 
guided her on an arduous ascent of Mount Villikus, a specimen-rich peak 16 
kilometres from Aunua, as ‘a very intelligent fellow’.28

Another notable adventure was a visit to Inmaru to see Ringapat, the widely 
feared chief of the Big Nambas people. The American adventurers Martin and 
Osa Johnson had visited there in 1918, but only for a few hours, and with a 
well-armed police escort. More recently, in 1928, a labour recruiter who had 
kidnapped two Big Nambas youths 12 years before was killed in reprisal at 
Malua Bay. The attack, though, as Ringapat explained to Cheesman’s satisfaction, 
had not been made without appreciating that the French and British colonial 
authorities who jointly ruled the ‘Condominium’ were not going to take action, 
and it did not betoken any general hostility to Europeans. Indeed, as a sign of 
cultural convergence, something already seen by his substituting a pig for a 
human sacrifice in certain initiation rituals, Ringapat gave her a present to take 
back for King George V. This was a 4-metre-long spear, which was eventually 
deposited in the British Museum. He later received a gift of water tanks in 
return.29

From densely forested Malekula, Cheesman moved to the more open and solidly 
missionised southern island of Erromanga. There, in Dillon’s Bay, where an 
Australian named O.S. Martin, the only other European on the island, had a 
sheep and cattle farm, she once again occupied a vacant Presbyterian mission 
house. Despite the lighter vegetation there, like that on neighbouring Tanna 
and Aneityum, which she also visited, her collecting was again profitable and 
instructive, for the plants of the cooler southern islands were predominantly 
of Australian origin in contrast to those of the Papuan north. So the insect 
populations varied accordingly. Here her main helpers, all from a nearby village, 
were a young man named Mauling and two girls, granddaughters of the chief 
Waris, who had once been a plantation labourer in Queensland. One important, 
but hitherto less well documented, piece of information she gained from Waris 
was the local explanation for the attack on Captain Cook when he attempted to 
land on Erromanga from the Resolution on 4 August 1774, during his second 
voyage. It was that before going ashore in Polenia Bay, Cook had despatched 
two boats to an islet (Goat Island) lying off a high bluff he later named Traitor’s 
Head. Cook had directed his men there to cut wood. But, to the Erromangans, 
Goat Island was a tambu place. It was where the spirits putatively lived, and 

28 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 153–155.
29 Ibid., pp. 166–171, and Backwaters, pp. 163, 202–207; and, Camping Adventures on Cannibal Islands, 
London, 1949, pp. 44–88.
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was never visited. For the first white men the Erromangans had ever seen to 
have gone near there was reason enough to refuse them water and to resist their 
landing. In the volley of musket fire that ensued, four people were seen to be hit 
but only one of them, a chief named Narom, was killed.30

Ironically, on shifting to Tanna Cheesman encountered a curious impediment. 
This was not difficult territory or indigenous resistence, but the pressing 
concern and hospitality of the British district agent, James Nicoll, and his wife. 

If the island had offered better prospects for collecting, it would have 
been necessary to circumvent my kind hosts’ solicitation for my welfare. 
It was novel experience to be told that some trip was too strenuous, that 
I might get over-tired, or wet, or not have enough food or sleep.31

Aneityum, where she was assisted as required by an Australian timber miller 
named P.J. Wilson, offered somewhat better collecting, but by then malaria was 
beginning to trouble her severely. ‘Two years had been rather a long time in 
these islands, which then had a reputation for being unhealthy’. So she decided 
to leave, reaching Sydney via Noumea early in 1931.32

The cumulative extent of Cheesman’s insect harvest from this expedition 
seems no where to be recorded, but it was apparently sufficient to confirm 
her professional credibility. The lack of published papers from it in scientific 
journals suggests that she no longer needed to prove herself as after the St. 
George expedition. Instead, on returning to England, she directed her energies 
into writing an account of her northern islands experiences, into fitting some 
of her specimens into the Museum’s existing collections and by putting others 
of them ‘into the hands of various specialists’. In the course of these tasks it 
soon became clear to her that ‘if I concentrated on working out coherently the 
relationship between species and the extent to which each had spread’, that 
‘New Guinea must be my next objective’.33

Hence it was that, on Good Friday of 1933, Cheesman arrived at Port Moresby. 
Her target area was the high rainforest of south-east Papua, accessible by path 
across the Owen Stanley range from Port Moresby to Buna, via the administrative 
outpost of Kokoda.

If I could encamp at different altitudes, this should give me the best 
opportunity for carrying out the work of observation and collecting, 

30 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 173–180; and, Camping Adventures, pp. 145–149; J.C. Beaglehole 
(ed.), The Journals of Captain James Cook, vol. 11, London, 1969, pp. 477–480; H.A. Robertson, Erromanga, 
the Martyr Isle, London, 1902, pp. 13–19.
31 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 181.
32 Ibid., p. 202.
33 Ibid., p. 204.
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devoting what time was necessary in each camp according to whether 
the site was favourable. Being on or near a patrolled road, I could send 
away the material to be shipped to London, and be at least within reach 
of the necessities of existence.

Her plan was to hire carriers and to walk to Kokoda, but this was scotched 
by the administrator, Sir Hubert Murray. Although he ‘had recently boasted 
that it was safe to be among natives in any part of the Territory [of Papua]’, he 
informed her that this ‘did not apply to an unescorted female, but only to miners 
or prospectors’. Instinctually averse ‘to beginning this work under the sheltered 
wing of officialdom’ and confident of her ability to ‘manage the native labour’, 
she was chagrined, but undeterred, by the solicitous obstruction. Instead, 
she travelled in a Tiger Moth aeroplane piloted by the masterly Denny Orme, 
who was flying to the newly opened Yodda goldfields via Kokoda. There, with 
her equipment and a substantial quantity of supplies packed into four-gallon 
kerosine tins, she occupied a thatch-roofed resthouse adjacent to the distinctly 
more comfortable quarters of the resident magistrate, Charles Karius, himself a 
noted explorer of New Guinea.34 

Soon recurrent bouts of malaria became an inconvenience, as they usually did in 
her Melanesian ventures, but they were never a discouragement. While collecting 
assiduously around Kokoda, she also had lengthy stays at points higher up in 
the mountains. Always the immediate task and a functional simplicity prevailed 
over the conventions of dubious comfort.

I had no tent; experience of tents under such abnormally moist and 
hot conditions being that two or three sides had to be open, so what is 
the use of carrying all that extra weight only to role up the sides? So 
I carry a couple of fly-sheets; a small one which covers the hammock, 
and a larger one to roof the whole, with space for the daily collecting 
equipment.35

What in hindsight proved to be a highlight of that time was an arduous trip from 
Kokoda to Buna. Along a route that would later see some of the hardest fighting 
of World War II, she took four days to make the 41-kilometre trip, accompanied 
by four carriers drawn from the local Orakaiva people. The resident magistrate 
at Buna, who normally travelled with 15 carriers, was astounded by the feat. 
Cheesman explained her formula:

From long practice I had become adept in taking the smallest quantity of 
necessities in the smallest possible space, unless contemplating months 
in camp in the bush. As for the boys’ personal wish to get to Buna in 

34 Ibid., pp. 205–208, and The Two Roads of Papua, London, 1935, pp. 22–35.
35 Cheesman, Two Roads, pp. 117–118.
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record time, this was because I kept them rather short of tobacco on the 
road with a promise of a triple ration at the end. This worked well and 
was repeated on the return [which only took three days].

Similarly, she never had trouble with carriers on her mountain trips, ‘because 
they were always “hungry along tobacco”’.36

Then, an outbreak of influenza in the mountain villages above Kokoda brought 
her sojourn in the area to an end after five months. Rather than than expose her 
assistants to the risk of infection, therefore, she shifted her operation to Mafalu 
on the north-western side of the Owen Stanley range. From Kairuku, on the 
coast above Port Moresby, eight pack mules were employed to get her equipment 
inland to the camping site, among the Goilala people. She had intended staying 
there for ten weeks, but benign chance intervened. The patrol officer for the 
district, Jack Hides, himself soon to be distinguished as an explorer and author, 
offered her the use of his house at Mondo during an impending long absence. 
Cheesman was thus able to extend her stay for a further ten weeks. Highlights 
of that period were two profitable assaults on Mount Taka where, one night 
between 6.30 pm and one am, she captured 744 moths.37 

In all, the whole Papua expedition yielded about 42,000 insects. For this quantity, 
if for no other reason, it was deemed successful by the museum authorities. 
They seem to have been sympathetic to Cheesman’s view, one not universally 
held, that it was better to collect as abundantly as possible, and to be content 
with a preliminary rough classification of specimens, leaving the more detailed 
work for specialists at some later date. The alternative and more myopic view, 
which was not without its supporters, was to concentrate on particular areas, 
and build citadels of selective certitude.38

Thus, it was in accordance with an officially endorsed approach and within 
only 18 months of returning to England in May 1934, during which time she 
wrote a book about her experiences, The Two Roads of Papua, and annoyed the 
Pacific Islands Monthly by joining with Jock Marshall in criticising the unkempt 
appearance of Port Vila to an audience at the Royal Geographical Society, that 
Cheesman was ready to set out again. This time her gathering was to be directed 
towards examining the hypothesis that the Asian element in New Guinea 
flora and fauna was more substantial than commonly believed, and was not 
due merely to adventitious introductions onto an Australian base. To that end, 
therefore, towards the end of 1935, travelling via Batavia rather than Sydney, 

36 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 209, 213.
37 Cheesman, Two Roads, pp. 158–159, 173, 189, 205, 210–211, 236–238, 254; James Sinclair, The Outside 
Man: Jack Hides of Papua, Melbourne, 1971, pp. 102, 109.
38 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 148, ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions’, p. 65; Pacific Islands Monthly (PIM), 
1934, May, p. 9.
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she headed for the Cyclops mountains in the Dutch-ruled western half of New 
Guinea. This 48-kilometre-long range, so named by Bougainville in 1768 and 
lying inland from the tiny settlement of Hollandia (later Jayapura), consisted of 
the most ancient rocks on the whole island. It was pre-Cambrian and had never 
been submerged. It might, therefore, be expected to contain a comprehensive 
range of continental species that could be traced via the Philippines to the 
Asian mainland. Geologically, New Guinea itself was an amalgam of numerous 
formations from various periods.39

From Hollandia, Cheesman first explored the vast swamps 25 kilometres inland, 
before establishing a base at Sabron in the Cyclops. Much of her collecting there 
was done from camps on Mount Lina and around Lake Sentani. The latter was 
a body of water that had been an arm of the sea until being raised 60 metres by 
volcanic action, and whose native fish species had adapted to fresh water. Again 
the harvest was abundant. A paraffin lamp could nightly attract thousands of 
specimens onto muslin moth screens arranged around it. Of these five or six 
hundred might on occasion be chosen for preservation, and despatched to the 
museum. Unfortunately, no figure is available for the total haul but, given those 
of her other New Guinea expeditions, it is likely to have been at least 40,000. 
More explicitly gratifying to her, for she tells us so, was the support given 
to her theories about species distribution in the light of the geological history 
of the north-west coast. This came from minerologists working for Oil Search 
Ltd., a consortium formed by the Shell and Standard oil companies, which had 
been prospecting in New Guinea for nearly a decade. For her part, after ten 
months, with her work in some way ‘complete’ and with her funds exhausted, 
Cheesman was ready to depart. The first step, after despatching her carefully 
packed specimens via Batavia, was to cross by prau from Hollandia to Vanimo, 
on the Australian side of the border. By the same means she continued on to 
Aitape, where she was officially received as a potential disease carrier. Released 
after two weeks in quarantine, she then faced another problem. The local copra-
collecting vessel, Miawara, was out of service. In order, therefore, to make her 
next connection she was forced, in company with the ubiquitous Marshall, 
whom she had encountered at Aitape, to make a three-day dash by canoe 150 
kilometres eastwards to Wewak. From there her route took her again to Port 
Moresby, to catch the Macdhui for Sydney. There, on 21 November 1936, she 
boarded the liner Orontes for London.40

Barely 15 months later, having disposed of her collection and having completed 
the by now customary book, she was back in Dutch New Guinea. This time it 

39 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 236–237, and ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions’, p. 63; PIM, 1934, May, p. 9.
40 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 238–243, and Evelyn Cheesman, The Land of the Red Bird, London, 
1938, generally; A.J. Marshall, The Men and Birds of Paradise: journeys through equitorial New Guinea, London, 
1938, pp. 290–295; PIM, 1936, Nov., p. 12, Dec., p. 36.
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was primarily to work on Waigeo and Japen, two islands off the western tip of 
New Guinea, which it had not been practicable to call at on her previous visit. 
As she explained: 

Transport on islands without much sea traffic is difficult. Thus, if I had 
landed on Waigeo on the way to the Cyclops Range, I should have been 
obliged to return to Batavia in order to reach Hollandia. Funds would 
not permit this. It is trying to be in sight of an objective and yet have 
to pass it by.41

Apart from its place in the agenda of scientific enquiry, Waigeo had long interested 
her. As a child she had been fascinated by the account of Thomas Forrest who, 
evading Dutch surveillance, had gone there in 1774 to collect spice plants on 
behalf of the British East India Company. Besides, Wallace had visited there 
in 1862. By Cheesman’s time it was accessible through a monthly government-
subsidised steamer from Macassar. For nearly six months, until July 1938, she 
collected there, mostly around the fiord-like Mayalibit Bay and the 1,200-metre-
high Mt Buffalo Horn (Mt Nok), before moving on to neighbouring Japen, once 
a centre for the bird-of-paradise trade. This, as she acknowledges appreciatively 
in her writings, was an enterprise that had been bringing Asian adventurers to 
eastern New Guinea long before the first certain European sighting of the island 
by the Portuguese discoverer Don Jorge de Meneses in 1526.42

For six months she stayed on Japen, at camps in the central mountains, aided 
only by two ‘camp boys’, who were replaced monthly by a pair of their fellows 
from the foothill villages of Amboari and Montembu. A particular difficulty to 
be endured here was the monsoonal cyclone, known locally as Wambrau, which 
began in October, but her most bothersome problem was manmade and non-
indigenous in origin. That is, financial tangles. Supplies of money and stores 
that she had ordered from Macassar were being sent to Waigeo well after she had 
left there. Still, any inconvenience was, presumably, eventually compensated for 
by the size of the harvest. From Japen alone she collected 100 animal skins and 
52,000 insects. All of these, like the 11,000 Waigeo specimens, were despatched 
to London via Batavia.43 

With that task completed, there was one other to be essayed. Some years before, 
Cheesman had promised the director of the South Australian Museum that if 
she ever got the chance she would obtain for him a collection of insects from 
the Torricelli Mountains, inland from Vanimo in the north-western corner of 
Australian New Guinea.The fortuitous arrival of a Hollandia-bound steamer at 
Serui, the anchorage at Japen, early in December provided an opportunity to 

41 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 244.
42 Ibid., pp. 245–249; and, Six-Legged Snakes in New Guinea, London, 1949, pp. 31–33, 109–135.
43 Cheesman, Things Worth While, p. 276; and, Six-Legged Snakes, p. 277.
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meet this undertaking. Also on board the steamer were two enigmatic Japanese. 
They claimed to be tourists with an interest in botany. But the Dutch authorities, 
already sensitive to any portents of war with Japan, as the American ornithologist 
S.D. Ripley also attests, not unreasonably suspected them of espionage, and 
kept them under close watch.44 Similar fears about Japanese spies, and even of 
imminent attack from that quarter, were also recorded elsewhere in the southern 
Pacific about that time.45

Meanwhile, Hollandia, which was soon to be destroyed during World War II, 
and to be renamed Jayapura after western New Guinea was forcibly incorporated 
into the new nation of Indonesia in 1962, was a modest settlement of about 20 
houses. It was embellished only by an ‘enormous bungalow’ which Richard 
Archbold, a wealthy American naturalist, had recently built to service elaborate 
collecting expeditions of his own; Archbold was an heir to the Standard Oil 
fortune created by his grandfather and John D. Rockefeller. There was also a 
small naval patrol facility. Spasmodically during the course of two millenia, and 
busily so in the late 1800s, Hollandia had been used as an occasional camp 
by bird-of-paradise traders from Asia, but it did not take a more substantial 
form until 1909–1910 when surveyors marking the political bi-section of the 
island made it their base. Three Germans were a significant addition to the 
local expatriate population when they crossed the border in 1914 to avoid 
Australian rule. Cheesman spent a congenial fortnight there as a guest of the 
Dutch controleur and his wife. She had originally intended to to stay only a 
week and to cross Humboldt Bay, so named by Dumont d’Urville in 1827, by 
native prau to Vanimo on the Australian side of the border. But a sudden burst 
of the guba (wind-storm) foiled the attempt. So she decided to walk. Following a 
long-disused trade route, and with half-a-dozen carriers in attendance, she took 
four days to cover the 64 kilometres.46

Progressively between 1920 and 1922, and countering an enterprise in which 
members of their own military occupation force—following the example of 
German settlers—had engaged vigorously, the Australian authorities outlawed 
the export of plumage from the Mandated Territory. To enforce that rule they 
established a resthouse and a police post at Vanimo, but these were abandoned 
after the Dutch issued a complementary regulation outlawing bird hunting 
in 1931. Subsequently, in 1937, a Catholic mission station had been set up at 

44 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 244–245, 255; and, Six-Legged Snakes, pp. 190–191, 194–195, 276; 
Dillon Ripley, Trail of the Money Bird: 30,000 miles of adventure with a naturalist, London, 1949, pp. 303–309.
45 Phyllis Parham Reeve, On Fiji Soil: memories of an agriculturalist, Suva, 1989, p. 205; James N. Bade, Von 
Luckner: a reassessment. Count Felix von Luckner in New Zealand and the South Pacific, 1917–1919 and 1938, 
Frankfurt am Main, 2004, pp. 158–159.
46 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 239, 251; and, Six-Legged Snakes, pp. 191–194; Gavin Souter, New 
Guinea: the  Last Unknown, Sydney, 1963, pp. 198–199; Michael Cookson, ‘The Archbold Expeditions to New 
Guinea: a preliminary survey of archival materials held at the American Museum of Natural History, New 
York City’, Journal of Pacific History, vol. 35, no. 3 (2000), pp. 313–318.
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Vanimo. Cheesman obtained fresh carriers there for the 128-kilometre walk 
(ten days) to the government post at Aitape, where she stayed for two weeks 
before venturing into the mountains to keep her pledge. For a month collecting 
proceeded well. Then bureaucracy intervened to obstruct it. One afternoon in 
February 1939 a police-boy arrived at her camp on the flank of Mount Semorra 
with a cruel radio message. It stated that, since Aitape was not an official port 
of entry, she should proceed to Rabaul immediately in order to complete entry 
formalities, and so avoid a heavy fine—or else retrace her steps and leave the 
way she had come. Considerations of time and money ensured that she chose 
the latter option, but she was not defeated. En route to the border she travelled 
via fresh collecting sites in the ranges behind Vanimo, and thus reached her 
ordained tally. With honour saved, and a total yield for the expedition of 83,000 
specimens, Evelyn Cheesman sailed from Batavia in mid-1939. She reached 
Europe shortly before the outbreak of World War II.47

As in the preceding conflict, Cheesman’s services were again required. For two 
years, using her knowledge of German and French, she worked in censorship, 
before being recruited into the military education service to lecture on the 
Pacific war. As well as giving 1,020 lectures, illustrated with lantern slides 
made from her own photographs and sketches, she also wrote extensively on the 
New Guinea campaigns for Sir John Hammerton’s massive familiarity-infused 
compilation The Second Great War.48

Then, once the war was over, it was time to plan yet another return to the field. 
This time her goal was New Caledonia, which she reached in July 1949. There 
a complicated geological history is ‘reflected in the flora and fauna’, especially 
through ‘two endemic families of plants and one of birds, the kagu’. Over much 
of the main island the native forest cover had been burnt off by European settlers 
trying to establish plantations and farms and had been replaced by tough, thorny 
scrub. Much of a ‘rich legacy of plants, not known from any other part of the 
world’ had, she lamented, ‘been obliterated’. Remnants of it survived ‘only on 
the crests of ridges and mountain peaks’. Her chosen collecting site was inland 
from Pouébo, an anchorage near the north-east end of the island which had 
been much frequented by the sandalwood traders who had brought European 
commerce to New Caledonia of the mid-nineteenth century, and from where 
she ‘judged that the [remaining] true forest might be more easily accessible’. 

47 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 251–260; and, Six-Legged Snakes, pp. 215–278; Pamela Swadling, 
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Besides, the natural history of the area was but little known. This situation she 
did much to remedy from her camp 600 metres up Mt Titchialit during a spell 
of about three months. Subsequently she surveyed Lifu in the neighbouring 
Loyalty Islands for six weeks, before embarking on the eight-hour plane flight 
from Nouméa to Sydney in January 1950.49 

On returning to London, Cheesman resumed the routine of classifying specimens 
at the museum and of broadcasting and writing. Only now it was with an 
unfamiliar sense of regret, for a severely arthritic hip seemed to rule out more 
robust avocations. That is, until June 1953, when a surgical operation solved 
the problem. ‘This recovery’, she exulted, ‘caused a revolution in my plans’. 
Accordingly, in November 1954, at the age of 73, she began a nine-month return 
visit to Aneityum, from where malaria had forced her to withdraw prematurely 
in 1930. She had a house built for herself about five kilometres inland from 
Alelgauhat village. Named ‘Red Crest’, it was adjacent to land that had been 
cleared for logging, a condition that greatly assisted collecting, and was a 
convenient base camp from which to venture into the mountains with Iorawili, 
her guide of 25 years before. With a yield of 10,000 insects and 500 plants it was 
again a fruitful expedition, but which she reluctantly conceded would also be 
her last, although she would continue to work in other ways. ‘We drop down, 
or get run over, but we never retire’, she told an interviewer in 1955. Nor was 
her withdrawal from collecting as abrupt as she had anticipated. In 1958 sales of 
her memoir Things Worth While financed a three-week trip to the incongruously 
green and insect-rich enclave of Tarifa on the otherwise sun-browned coast of 
southern Spain, near Gibraltar.50

Cheesman died in London on 15 April 1969. She had published 16 books, half 
of them on natural history for children and the others on her expeditions, and 
had collected more than 100,000 insects. While respectfully acknowledging 
these achievements and reporting on her career, The Times obituarist was also 
concerned to comment admiringly on her character. ‘She was kind and friendly’, 
though personally ‘austere’ and ‘single-minded’ in her professional devotion. 
She was ‘a frail little woman’ but ‘full of courage’ and ‘fearless in tilting against 
authority’, yet notably generous. ‘Any money from her tiny income, beyond 
her humblest needs, was ploughed back in such form as a gift book to a young 
naturalist or a microscope to a government department’. For Cheesman, science 
was a raison d’etre and the opportunity to pursue it in her own way was its own 
reward. She was ready to accept help but she never sought sympathy.

49 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 264–266, 276–279; PIM, Aug. 1949, p. 49. 
50 Cheesman, Things Worth While, pp. 299–317; and, Time Well Spent, London, 1960, pp. 190–224; PIM, 
1955, Sept., p. 21, Oct., p. 21.
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Appendix

Evelyn Cheesman: Travels

1924–1925 French Polynesia

Depart Dartmouth, in St George (9 April 1924); Panama; Galapagos (9 July–12 
August); Coiba; Panama (1–15 November); Marquesas (1 January–4 February 
1925); Tuamotu (7–14 February).

Arrive Tahiti (16 February), Cheesman leaves St George expedition; stays on 
Tahiti for a month (?); Raiatea; Borabora (‘I spent a month between Raiatea and 
Borabora); depart Tahiti ‘on a French steamer’ (April?).

Arrive London (May?).

Specimens collected: 500.

Note: the St George sailed from Papeete 13 March, called at Rurutu, Rapa, Easter 
Island, and Panama, and returned to Dartmouth 18 September 1925.

1929–1931 New Hebrides/Vanuatu

Depart England (late 1928); Sydney; depart Sydney by Makambo (19 January 
1929); Lord Howe; Norfolk Island; arrive Port Vila (late January); Vila to 
Malekula (February).

Northern islands (12 months): Malekula, with excursions to Santo and the 
Banks group.

Southern islands (12 months): Erromanga, Tanna, Aneityum. Depart Vila 
(December 1930).

Arrive Nouméa; arrive Sydney in La Perouse (9 January 1931); depart Sydney in 
Moldavia (23 January); arrive London (February/March).

Specimens collected: 18,000 (Pacific Islands Monthly (PIM), June 1933).

1933–1934 Papua

Depart London in Orsova (February 1933); arrive Sydney (16 March); depart 
Sydney in Macdhui (8 June).

Arrive Port Moresby (15 June); Kokoda (June to November); Yule Island; Mafalu/
Mondo (November 1933 – April 1934); depart Port Moresby in Montoro.
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Arrive Sydney (18 April 1934); depart ‘shortly’; arrive England (June?).

Specimens collected: 42,000 (PIM May 1934).

1935–1936 Cyclops Mountains, Dutch New Guinea (West Papua/
Irian Jaya)

Depart England (October? 1935); arrive Batavia/Jakarta; depart in inter-island 
vessel Rochussen for Hollandia/Jayapura.

Cyclops Mountains: Mount Nomo, Lake Sentani, Iffar, Sabron (‘twelve months 
were spent in that locality’, in ‘Naturalists’ Expeditions’, pp. 63–64; ‘has been 
in the interior of New Guinea for ten months’, PIM, November, December 1936).

Depart Hollandia by prau (mid-September 1936); arrive Aitape (trip took five 
days); depart Port Moresby in Macdhui.

Arrive Sydney (5 November); depart Sydney in Orontes (21 November); arrive 
London (December? 1936).

Specimens collected: total unrecorded, but 1,011 insects were caught in one 
night at Sabron; 5,000 caught in the month before leaving Hollandia (The Land 
of the Red Bird, pp. 200, 268). Total likely to have been about 40,000.

1938–1939 Waigeu and Japen islands (Dutch New Guinea), 
Torricelli Range (Mandated Territory, Australian)

Depart England (early 1938); arrive Batavia; depart Makassar (later, Ujung 
Pandang, south Sulawesi) for Waigeu in monthly K.P.M. steamer.

On Waigeu (February to July); on Japen (July to December).

Arrive Hollandia from Saonek, Japen (December); walk to Vanimo (took five 
days); walk to Sissano (arrive 24 December); canoe to Molol (arrive 26 December); 
walk to Aitape (‘it was a ten days’ journey from Vanimo to Aitape’). 

At Aitape for two weeks (January 1939); in Torricelli Mountains for a month 
(January/February); Vanimo, and inland at Krissa (March/April); Vanimo 
to Hollandia by prau; Hollandia (stays ten days); Makassar; depart Batavia 
(August?), ‘I was lucky in securing the last berth on the last cargo boat to leave 
Batavia for Europe, although war did not break out until later’).

Arrive England (‘I returned on the last Dutch cargo boat in December 1939’).

Specimens collected: a. 63,000 for British Museum—11,000 from Waigeu, 52,000 
from Japen; b. 20,000 for South Australian Museum—10,000 from Torricellis, 
10,000 from Vanimo and Krissa. (Six-Legged Snakes, pp. 276–277; Things Worth 
While, pp. 255–256).
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1949–1950 New Caledonia

Depart London; arrive/depart Sydney (July 1949); Nouméa (two weeks); 
Pouebo; River Tandi; Lifu (December); depart Nouméa for Sydney (January 
1950); arrive/depart Sydney; arrive London.

1954–1955 Aneityum

Depart London; arrive/depart Sydney; Nouméa to Aneityum in six-weekly 
steamer le Polynésien (November 1954); on Aneityum (November/December 1954 
– August 1955; shift into own house—‘Red Crest’—inland from Anelgauhat, 
13 March); Vila; Nouméa (September, three weeks); Sydney (late September); 
arrive London (October 1955).

Specimens collected: 10,000. (PIM, September 1955). 

1958 Tarifa, Spain

Depart London by air (21 May 1958); return London (mid June).

Specimens collected: total unrecorded. One day collected ‘over one hundred 
insects’; ‘it had been a fully occupied three weeks’. (Time Well Spent, pp. 209, 
224).

L .E . Cheesman: Scholarly publications

Scientific

1926

‘Two new species of Veliidae from the southeast Pacific’, Annals and Magazine 
ofNatural History (AMNH), vol. 18, no. 106, pp. 363–367.

‘Two new species of Coreidae from the southeast Pacific’, AMNH, vol. 18, no. 
106, pp. 368–370.

(With D. Aubertin), ‘Diptera in French Oceania’, Entomologist, vol. 62, no. 795, 
pp. 172–176.

1927

‘A new species of Miridae from the southeast Pacific’, AMNH, vol. 19, no. 109, 
pp. 94–95.

‘A new species of Reduviidae from the southeast Pacific’, AMNH, vol. 19, no. 
109, pp. 95–97.

‘A contribution towards the insect fauna of French Polynesia’, Part I, Transactions 
ofthe Entomological Society, London, vol. 75, no. 1, pp. 147–161.
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1928

‘A new species of Sphegidae from Colombia’, AMNH, vol. 2, no. 7, pp. 102–104.

‘A contribution towards the insect fauna of French Oceania’, Part 11, AMNH, 
vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 169–194. 

(With R.C.L. Perkins), ‘Apoidea, Specoidea an Vespoidea’, in Insects of Samoa 
andother Terrestrial Arthropoidea, Part 5, Hymenoptera, London, Fasc.1, pp. 
1–32. 

1929

‘Hymenoptera collected on the St George expedition in Central America and the 
West Indies’, Transactions of the Entomological Society, London, vol. 77, no. 2, 
pp. 141–154.

1932

‘Ichneumonoidea’, in G. Grande (et al.), Hymenoptera1—Resultats scientifiques 
duvoyage aux Indes Orientales Neerlandaisess de LL.AA.RR. le Prince et la 
PrincessLeopold de Belgique. In Memoires Museum Royale d’Histoire Naturelle de 
Belgique, hors série 4, no. 5, pp. 53–59.

1935

‘A new genus of Reduviide (Hem.) from Papua’, Stylops, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 47–48.

1936

‘Hymenoptera of the New Hebrides and Banks Islands’, Transactions of the 
RoyalEntomological Society, London, vol. 85, no. 7, pp. 169–195.

1945

‘The Fauna of New Guinea’, South-eastern Nat[uralist?], vol. 49, pp. 35–46.

1948

‘Bees of New Guinea and the New Hebrides’, AMNH, 12th Ser., vol. 1, no. 5, 
pp. 318–335.

1951

‘A collection of Polistes from Papuasia in the British Museum’, ANMH, 12th 
Ser., vol. 4, no. 46, pp. 982–993.

‘Old Mountains of New Guinea’, Nature, vol. 169, p. 597.
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‘Oriental Origin of the Papuasian Insect Fauna’, Proceedings of the Royal 
Entomological Society London, vol. 16, p. 43.

1952

‘Ropalidia of Papuasia’, ANMH, 12th Ser., vol. 5, no. 49, pp. 1–26.

1953

‘Parasitic Hymenoptera of New Caledonia and Lifu Island, Loyalty Islands’, 
AMNH, 12th Ser., vol. 6, no. 68, pp. 625–636.

‘Bees of New Caledonia’, ANMH, 12th Ser., vol. 6, no. 69, pp. 713–716.

1954

‘A new species of Odynerus, subgen. Rhygchium (Eumeniae), from the Loyalty 
Islands’, AMNH, 12th Ser., vol. 7, no. 77, pp. 385–390.

1955

‘Two new species of Sphecoidea (Hymenoptera) of New Caledonia and Lifu 
Island, Loyalty Islands’, ANMH, 12th Ser., vol. 8, no. 86, pp. 81–84.

1958

[D.E. Kimmins, ‘Miss L.E. Cheesman’s expedition to the New Hebrides, 1955. 
Orders Odonata, Neuroptera and Trichoptera’, Bulletin of the British Museum 
(NaturalHistory), vol. 6, no. 9, pp. 237–250.

[1962]

[J.D. Bradley, Microlepidoptera from the New Hebrides. Records and descriptions 
ofMicrolepidoptera collected on the Island of Aneityum by Miss Evelyn Cheesman’, 
pp. 247–271. In series Bulletin of the Natural History Museum.] 

[D.E. Kimmins, Miss L.E. Cheesman’s Expeditions to New Guinea: Trichoptera. 
Bulletin: Entomology, London, vol. 2, no. 1.]

[NOTE: there is no Biological Abstracts author index in Auckland vol. 31–33 
(1957–1959), so those years/volumes have not yet been searched.]

Geographical/descriptive

1933

‘The Island of Malekula’, The Geographical Journal, vol. 81, pp. 193–210.
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1938

‘The Cyclops Mountains of Dutch New Guinea’, The Geographical Journal,  
vol. 91, pp. 21–30.

1940

‘Two Unexplored Islands off Dutch New Guinea: Waigeu and Japen’,  
The Geographical Journal, vol. 95, pp. 208–217.

1941

‘The Mountainous Country at the Boundary North of New Guinea’,  
The Geographical Journal, vol. 98, pp. 169–188.

1943

‘The Island of New Guinea’, Nature, vol. 152, no. 3845, July, pp. 41–43.

‘Japanese Operations in New Guinea’, The Geographical Journal, vol. 101,  
pp. 97–110.

1958

‘When a Name is Tabu’, The Listener, 27 February, p. 356.




