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Sources and acknowledgements

Scholars writing about recent history — the past that is within living memory 
— do not and should not believe everything they are told. Nor for that matter 
everything they read. They should be sceptical about motives, alert to faulty 
recall, and watchful for undeclared jealousies and enmities.

Some of my professional colleagues may cavil at reliance on some of the evidence 
deployed in this book, particularly the quotation of conversations recalled after 
40, 50, or, in some cases, more than 60 years. I am happy to acknowledge the 
likelihood that the remembered words might in many cases differ from those 
that were actually spoken long ago. This could diminish the reliability of some 
testimony. But one thing should be clear. Unlike some earlier accounts of the 
events and characters critical to the story I have told, the conclusions reached 
are not based on a bare handful of affirmations or allegations. Where there is 
conflicting testimony of roughly equivalent probability, it is all presented. As 
so much of the story turns on perceptions of personality and judgments of 
ability, it seems to me that the lesser evil is to let people speak for themselves 
wherever possible. If there is reason to doubt the essence of what they say then 
that is indicated. Vigilant readers will see a number of occasions where I have 
discounted or discarded testimony that cannot be true.

The research on which this book is based began in 1976. All of the documentary 
and newspaper sources on which I have drawn are cited in the footnotes. I 
follow therefore the precept of my late colleague and friend Allan Martin in his 
biography of Sir Robert Menzies: ‘it would be tedious, not to say pretentious, 
to list them in detail here’. The many people who responded to my enquiries 
with interviews, written recollections, telephone calls, and other informal 
conversations are also acknowledged in the footnote references. Sadly most of 
them have not lived to see the work completed. But their contributions testify 
to the unique value of the memories of men and women ‘who were there’. I am 
very conscious of the gaps that might have been filled had my research been 
more persistent and more thorough. If I knew then what I know now…Yet 
I am deeply indebted to those who shared with me their observations of old 
friends, family, and comrades; explained technical matters that were beyond 
my ken; identified locations, and recounted experiences, routine, exhilarating, 
emotional, painful, even traumatic. To all of them, for this and in many cases for 
most enjoyable hospitality and patient encouragement, I offer a candid account 
which I hope will not disappoint. Of those few who did not help, though they 
could have done so, or were economical with the truth, only they can have 
known how much better the book might have been.
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I owe particular gratitude to a number of people who were especially close to 
those who lost their lives in Duncan Cameron’s farm on 13 August 1940 and who 
shared their memories and provided access to family papers and photographs: 
James Fairbairn’s children, Geoffrey Fairbairn and Angela Mercer, their friend 
Virginia ‘Bardie’ Mercer (née Grimwade), his nieces Alethea Russell and Gillian 
Gubbins, and his grandchildren Mary Browne and Tim Mercer; Geoffrey Street’s 
son Tony Street, his wife Ricky, his daughter ‘Tim’ Gillespie, and nephew David 
Sydney Burnand, and his friend Sir Rutherford Guthrie; Dick Elford’s widow 
Audrey Elford, her twins Dianne Boddy and Hugh Elford (whose rescue of papers 
consigned to an incinerator by his Aunt Barbara ensured that some vital family 
history was not lost), Hugh’s wife, Jenny, and Audrey Elford’s granddaughter, 
Wendy Elford, and great-niece Annie Basham; Sir Henry Gullett’s son, Jo 
Gullett, and grandson, Peter Gullett, and Kate Gullett; Frank Thornthwaite’s 
widow, Inez Thornthwaite; Dick Wiesener’s widow, Joan Wiesener, his 
daughter Margot Buttrose, his son Richard Wiesener and Richard’s wife Diana, 
and granddaughter Anna Hyles; the family of Charlie Crosdale, especially his 
sister, Alice McDonald, brother Norman and Jan Crosdale, Janette Crosdale, 
and Charlie’s nieces Michelle Lake and Jeannette Turner; the family and friends 
of Jack Palmer, especially Sheila Palmer’s son John Foley, her brother Ron 
Curtain and niece Pat Snowball who supplied important photographs; Bob 
Hitchcock’s son Robert Hitchcock, his nephew Ian Hitchcock, and his brother 
Les Hitchcock; Bob Hitchcock’s friends Les Lingwood and Rex Taylor, and 
May Lingwood; members of Olive Hitchcock’s family, especially her daughter 
Kaye Greene, cousin Beryl Noske, her niece Joan Richardson (née Beecroft), and 
Helen Gregg (née Hoskings); Sir Charles Manifold’s daughter, Mary Schlicht. 
Mark Derham granted me access and permission to quote from the indispensable 
diaries of his grandfather, Sir Brudenell White, furnished family photographs, 
and generously made a press cutting collection available on CDRom as well as an 
insightful biographical essay. 

Many academic colleagues and other writers have been kind enough to share 
information with me and guide me to sources: John McCarthy, Sid Ingham, 
Steve Dyer, Rob Darroch, Jeffrey Davis, Katherine Dunbabin, Andrew Moore, 
Janet Butler, Alan Fewster, Jon Chittleborough, Alan Gregory, John Lack, 
John Poynter, Jock Given, Clem Lloyd, Robin Sharwood, Peter Gronn, Robert 
Coleman, David Maunders, David Merrett, Matthew Ricketson, Stephen Gower, 
Nick Lambert, Nicholas Black, Peter Fearon, Tony Cunneen, Jeffrey Grey, Mike 
Gibson, Joyce Batty, Kim Torney, Peter Dennis, David Sissons, Kosmas Tsokhas, 
Hank Nelson, Philip Selth, Jo Duflou, Kevin O’Reilly, Bronwyn and John Myrtle, 
Laurence Maher, and Marc Dierikx. I have learned much from Macarthur Job’s 
pioneering publications on Australian aviation accidents, and have had the 
benefit of conversation with him. It is impossible to over-emphasise how much 
I have been instructed by the justly acclaimed compendium of brief lives in 
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the Australian Dictionary of Biography. And I am glad also to acknowledge 
Peter Helson’s important thesis (now published) on Sir George Jones; and the 
excellent Wikipedia contributions on RAAF officers by Ian Rose.

The first instalment of David Vincent’s indefatigable research on RAAF Hudsons 
appeared two decades after I started exhuming the relevant archives. His 
second volume, part of which he generously showed me in draft, completes 
an incomparable resource. I am indebted to him as well for a thoughtful 
exchange of views on some key points and for several important photographs. 
Mark Lax brought the special understanding of an officer of ‘Air Rank’ as well 
as a scholar to answering the questions of a newcomer to RAAF history; he 
transferred a valuable interview with Paddy Heffernan from tape to CD, and 
his vigilant reading of much of the manuscript saved me from many errors and 
inconsistencies. Neither he nor anyone else can be blamed for the remaining 
blemishes.

As will be evident from the notes, I have drawn information from the published 
work of countless scholars and dedicated explorers of family, institutional, 
military, and aviation history. I salute their achievements, both celebrated and 
unsung. It was a relief to find the incisive commentaries of an official historian, 
Alan Stephens, notably his contribution on the RAAF to the Australian 
Centenary History of Defence, resonating with what I was concerned might be 
my own prejudices. Earlier work by Chris Clark on RAAF history, especially 
his study of inter-war developments, The Third Brother, has been an invaluable 
foundation on which to proceed. Clark and his colleagues Greg Gilbert, 
Steve Allan, and Martin James in the Office of Air Force History in the Air 
Power Development Centre, and Kerry Hodge in the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, have been patient and unfailingly thorough in responding to queries 
and guiding me to official sources I might otherwise not have located. John 
Bennett’s published history of No. 2 Squadron and Master’s thesis on No. 3 
Squadron answered important questions and prompted others. H. J. Manning’s 
‘Air Disaster at Canberra’ (Stand-To, Jan–Feb. 1962), though occasionally astray, 
was an important early account, based in part on information supplied to A. 
W. Bazley three years earlier by A. B. ‘Tich’ McFarlane, then Secretary of the 
Department of Air (NAA: A705, 32/10/2733).

Andrew Tink’s book, Air Disaster Canberra: the plane crash that destroyed a 
government, came to hand on 3 April 2013, seven months after the MS of this 
book was despatched to publishers. An early synopsis of my proposed work 
had been sent to several publishers between September 2008 and March 2009. 
My tentative conclusions were foreshadowed in ‘Evidence, deduction, and 
inference: Lockheed Hudson A16-97 and the men who died in it on 13 August 
1940’, a paper presented to a seminar at the ANU Humanities Research Centre, 
25 September 2009. Draft chapters of the book were circulated to colleagues 
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from March 2011 onwards. Dr Tink’s interpretations differ from mine on a 
number of significant issues and I have drawn attention to his published and 
broadcast views at appropriate places in the text and in footnotes.

Both in the original research phase and in more recent work I have been greatly 
aided by librarians and archivists, genealogists, booksellers, film-makers, and 
other writers who have shared information and ideas. John Taylor and Ray Walls 
enlightened me on the parents and extended family of Bob Hitchcock’s wife, 
Olive Beecroft. Estelle Blackburn furnished timely contact details for descendants 
of the Crosdale and Hitchcock families. I have cause also to be grateful to the 
volunteers who sustain the work of the Williamstown Historical Society (Jane 
Ridley, Brian Haynes), Essendon Historical Society (Lenore Frost), Ku-ring-gai 
Historical Society (Jennifer Harvey), Maryborough-Midlands Historical Society 
(Margaret Walkley), Camperdown & District Historical Society (Maree Belyea, 
Ray Watson), Derrinallum & Lismore Community Association History Group 
(Avon Buchholz, Margaret Nixon), Western Australia Scout Museum (Fay Hall), 
Australian Association of Time Table Collectors (Geoff Lambert, Victor Isaacs), 
Horticultural Society of Canberra (Merylyn Condon), Royal Victorian Aero Club 
(Rex Hobson), NSW Presbyterian Church Archives (Daryl Lightfoot), Australian 
Racing Museum (Elizabeth Brown), and several independently maintained 
websites including the Lockheed file (Ron Cuskelly), and OzatWar (Peter Dunn).

Ian Mackersey generously sent me transcripts of his interviews with Barley and 
Lyle Hitchcock. Bob Landt made available diaries and unpublished memoirs 
of Joyce Batty, including notes of her conversation with Les Hitchcock. Pedr 
Davis kindly lent me his own files gathered during the writing of his books on 
the Kookaburra (with Dick Smith) and Charles Kingsford-Smith. Moya Sharp of 
Outback Family History searched sources for the West Australian background 
of the Hitchcock family. Geoff Crane of the ABC in Canberra copied his valuable 
short film on the crash for me, lent transcripts of interviews, and reminded 
me of a number of sources I had neglected. Jonathan Persse helped to check 
details of David Campbell’s RAAF career. Bernard Malloy of Antique Goodies in 
Auckland sent pictures from rare illustrated volumes on the Orient line ships 
Orvieto and Osterley. Penny Olsen and her digital camera made possible the 
inclusion of a portrait of Justice Charles Lowe. Bridget McDonnell and Jennifer 
Phipps helped with the provenance and dating of Loudon Sainthill’s portrait of 
Peggy Fairbairn.

Bob Livingstone furnished tantalising photographs of Anson aircraft which 
might have had Bob Hitchcock at the controls. Phil Vabre and Geoff Goodall 
instructed me on the history of Jim Fairbairn’s aircraft and guided me to other 
pictorial collections; and John Hopton responded generously. Gordon Birkett 
and Brendan Cowan welcomed me to the resources of ADF-Serials. Brian Hernan 
provided photographs of Jim Fairbairn’s Dragonfly VH-ADG. For photographs 
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and recollections of life at Mount Elephant, I am grateful to Fay Stokie-Ryan, the 
granddaughter of James Fairbairn’s station manager. Loftus Dun copied Henry 
Darwen’s account of the fatal crash of Donald Ashton-Shorter. Joan Priest gave 
helpful leads. Peter Lowe and Sue Thompson helped me in the search, sadly 
unavailing, for relevant papers of their grandfather, Sir Charles Lowe. So too 
Bill, Geoff, and David Bostock searched through family papers still in their 
possession with the happier result that Geoff provided a selection of pictures 
of their father. Carol Judkins responded instantly to a request for copies of her 
photographs of the Lismore cemetery headstones of Frank, Inez, and William 
Currie Thornthwaite. Edna Byrne related her own childhood memories and the 
startling crash site story of her father, Jack Butt; her son, Graham Byrne kindly 
scanned a photograph of his grandfather. John McIntyre recalled the eye-
witness account of the crash scene given by his father, Les McIntyre. Raphael 
Clothier, Bert Vest, and Max Hill shared their own memories and stories of the 
Clothier, Southwell, and Vest families. And Ann and David Brech’s quest for 
the story (www.sealikeglass.com) of Bob Hitchcock’s Point Cook contemporary, 
Robbie Watson, was the belatedly discovered source of information about the 
careers of the seven graduates of the 1935–36 cadet cohort who joined the RAF. 

Michael Collins Persse and Melissa Campbell have furnished essential material 
from the archives of Geelong Grammar School. For other Australian schools, I 
have received valuable information from Alison Field (Trinity Grammar School), 
Diana Winyard (Meriden School), Thomas Gunn (Launceston Grammar School), 
Pauline Atkins (Coburg High School Historical Group), Welwyn Petersen, 
Kate Riseley (Shore), Margaret Mason-Cox (The Hutchins School), Col Lannan 
(Geelong College), Rebecca Gabriel (St Peter’s College, Adelaide), and Gordon 
Cooper (Sydney Grammar School).

Long before the task was simplified by integrated computer catalogues and the 
internet, members of the Inter-Library Loans Unit at The Australian National 
University, especially Graeme Morriss, were untiring in the pursuit of rare 
published works. Thirty years ago Jenny Stokes, Thea Exley, and Joy Wheatley 
in Canberra and Margaret Chambers in Melbourne scoured the Australian 
Archives, as they were then known, for record series that might yield material 
I might otherwise have overlooked. Together with Richard Somerelle and Major 
C. A. W. Chant in the Defence Department, they arranged access to a number 
of files that had previously been closed. More recently, at ANU’s Noel Butlin 
Archives Centre, Pennie Pemberton, Margaret Avard, and Sarah Lethbridge 
directed me to the minute books and other records of the Australasian Steamship 
Owners’ Federation which helped provide background on the social and 
business connections of the Elford family.

Like many students of modern Australian history I am deeply indebted to 
the National Archives of Australia, the National Library of Australia, and the 
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Australian War Memorial. The sustained assistance of staff in each of these 
institutions has been critical to this project. I thank them all and, in particular, 
at the National Archives in Canberra and Melbourne: Jenny Stokes, Carolyn 
Connor, Kerri Ward, Bill Edwards, Leslie Weatherall, Brendan Fenton, Pauline 
Maly, Karan Oberoi, Nancy Taylor, Laura Shannon, Diana Nguyen, Diep 
Nguyen, Molly ApThomas, Luke McKay, Carey Garvie, Tim Mifsud, Pat Kuhn, 
and Sarah Hall-Kearins; at the National Library Marie-Louise Ayres, Robyn 
Holmes, Kylie Scroope, Andrew Sergeant, Matthew Stuckings, Karen Johnson, 
Sharon Cullinan, Alison Weir, Claire Cruickshank, Lena Fox, and Lucy Nuttall; 
at the War Memorial Michael Piggott, Geoff McKeown, Jeremy Richter, Alyssa 
Phabmixay, Margaret Lewis, Jennie Norberry, Andrew Currey, Penny Hyde, 
John White, Paul Taylor, David McGill, Lauren Hewitt, Sue Ducker, Melissa 
Cadden, and Antoni Rudnicki. To Stewart Shannon at the National Film & 
Sound Archive and Glenn Eley of Cinesound Movietone Productions I owe 
the opportunity to examine and copy Cinesound Review No. 459 compiled in 
August 1940.

I also received exemplary aid from the Maitland City Library (Peter Woodley), 
Cessnock City Council (Simon Eade), Northern Territory Library (Louise 
Paynter and Margret Curry), Geelong Heritage Centre (Cheryl Timbury), 
Corangamite Shire (Leah Haworth), State Library of New South Wales (Arthur 
Easton), State Records Authority of New South Wales (Emily Hanna), Russell 
Fox Library, ACT Coroner’s Office (H. Tazewell), ACT Law Court & Tribunal 
Administration (Victor Rodziewicz, Michael Edwards), ACT Planning & Land 
Authority (Sharon Priestly), ACT Archives (Elizabeth Estberg, Mark Dawson), 
State Library of Queensland Heritage Collections (Simon Farley), National 
Museum of Australia (Daniel Oakman), National Portrait Gallery (Trish Kevin), 
State Library of Victoria (Lucy Shedden), Royal Historical Society of Victoria 
(Gerardine Horgan), Geelong Gallery (Veronica Filmer), Stonnington History 
Centre (Ellen Porter), Canberra Fire and Emergency Services Museum (Drew 
McLean), University of Melbourne Archives (Jason Benjamin, Katie Wood, 
Jane Beattie), RAAF Museum (Monica Walsh), University of NSW–Australian 
Defence Force Academy Library Special Collections (Wilgha Edwards, Tobie 
Garrick), Swinburne University of Technology (Nyssa Parkes), Waverley Library 
(Kimberly O’Sullivan Steward), Royal Australasian College of Physicians History 
of Medicine Library (Liz Rouse), Tamar Visitor Centre (Heidi Smith, Christine 
Phillips), State Library of Tasmania & Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office 
(Caitlin Sutton), Murdoch University Library (Margaret Bruce), Churches of 
Christ in Western Australia (Don Parker), Warragul Church of Christ (Judy 
Farmer), Burwood Library, NSW (Kasia Malicka), Freemasons Victoria (Tony 
Morris), Geraldton Family History Society (Melody Cartwright), Lockheed 
Aircraft (Australia) Pty Ltd (G. M. Gipple), the Melbourne Club (Ronda Blyth), 
Manly Library (John MacRitchie), Battye Library (Steve Howell), ACT Heritage 
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Library (Antoinette Buchanan), Local Studies Library, Queanbeyan City Council 
(Judy Becker), Skipton and District Historical Society (Janet Walsh), Terang 
Library (Margaret McIntosh), Springvale Botanical Cemetery (Jessie Hennessy), 
Anglican Church of Australia General Synod Archives (Joanne Burgess), The 
Canberra Times (Megan O’Doherty, Fleta Page), and the Victorian Supreme 
Court Library (James Butler).

From the United Kingdom I was aided by the Bodleian Library, Oxford (Helen 
Langley), Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre (Alison Cable), the Royal 
Air Force Museum Hendon (Peter Elliott), the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry-
Princess Royal’s Volunteer Corps (Lt Liz Weston), the British Red Cross Museum 
and Archives (Sarah Cox); and from Geneva the International Committee of the 
Red Cross Archives (Magali Chahlaoui-Girod).

In exploring the British background of Dick Elford and his forebears I was 
provided with far more information than I could have discovered on my own, or 
could reasonably have expected any archivist or genealogist to supply. I record 
my thanks to Michael Riordan (St John’s College, Oxford), Robin Darwall-Smith 
(Magdalen College, Oxford), Deborah O’Brien (Devon Online Parish Clerk Co-
ordinator), Amy Collins (Oxfordshire County Council), Peter Rowe (Cirencester 
Grammar School), Dorothy Gorsuch (Coopers’ and Coborn School), and Christine 
Brown (Wolverhampton Archives & Local Studies). Liz Winney (elford@one-
name.org) has been an unfailing support. Of Dick Elford’s Australian friends, 
Balcombe Griffiths and Edgar Holt were particularly helpful.

Without the aid and guidance of many former Servicemen, aviators, and their 
families I could not have hoped to recapture the atmosphere of the RAAF of 
the 1930s and the first year of the conflict that was beginning to be called the 
Second World War. All those who helped are acknowledged in footnotes. But it 
would be wrong not to accord special mention to those who were exceptionally 
responsive to a historian they knew was exploring an unfamiliar world. With 
apologies that space is insufficient to include their decorations and final rank 
(and apologies as well for not adopting in the text the RAAF convention of 
capitalising abbreviations of rank e.g. GPCPT for GpCpt), and in no particular 
order: Paddy Heffernan, Ernie Hey, Sir George Jones, John Graham, Deryck 
Kingwell, Leon Lachal, G. U. ‘Scotty’ Allan, Sir Frederick Scherger, Sir Norman 
Brearley, Rex Taylor, Claude Browne, Sir John McCauley, David Colquhoun, 
Geoff Hartnell, Sir Raymond Garrett, Bruce Courtney, Ivon Black and Derek 
‘Jell’ Cuming, all of whom graciously answered questions that became more 
sensible under their tutelage. Harry Wrigley provided crucial information about 
Bob Hitchcock (and his son Ron Wrigley kindly facilitated access to diaries 
held in the RAAF Museum, and to his own Box Brownie photographs). Kym 
Bonython trustingly lent me his rare film of Hudsons in flight (‘Guardians of the 
Trade Routes’) and spoke to me about his No. 2 Squadron contemporaries. John 
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Harrison sent personal memories and unique photographs, and traced others 
who could help. The invaluable pictures taken at Laverton and Canberra by 
Frank Jefferies were found and copied for me by his daughter and son-in-law, 
Helen and Paul Struc. Wendy Coultas did the same for pictures in the collection 
of her father Jack McNally. Unfortunately, Harry Kuehne’s No. 2 Squadron 
ground crew photos, kindly sent by his daughter-in-law Judy, arrived too late 
for inclusion.

‘Tich’ McFarlane, Bob Dalkin, and Geoff Hartnell not only talked to me at length 
but made available flying log books and personal correspondence. Anne Kelly 
kindly allowed me to see a photocopy of the log books of her father Sir Raymond 
Garrett, the originals of which are in the RAAF Museum at Point Cook, as well 
as letters, articles, and photographs, and her own compilation of stories from 
his taped recollections. Charles Eaton sent me draft chapters from his planned 
biography of his father, ‘Moth’ Eaton; provided a cornucopia of photographs; 
and introduced me to Sally Douglas who most helpfully sent transcripts of 
her father Eric’s diary, log, excerpts from RAAF reports, and photographs of 
the Kookaburra, Bobby Hitchcock, and Keith Anderson in 1929. At very short 
notice Rob Thomas retrieved and digitised an important letter, photographs, 
and extracts from the flying log book of his father Sir Fred Thomas. Extracts 
from Bill Heath’s log book were copied for me by his son Daryl Heath. Bill 
White’s nephew, Geoffrey White, guided me through the important collection 
of letters and photographs which he has assembled. Charles Eaton, Daryl Heath, 
and Geoffrey White were valuable sources of family information. The Rev. 
Bill Gilmour and Msgnr Ken Morrison contributed the unique perspectives of 
RAAF chaplains. I learned much about the legal fraternity and their relationship 
with the Air Force in conversation with Sir George Pape, Sir Harry Winneke, 
and Sir Arthur Dean’s daughter, Ursula Whiteside. Heather Winneke kindly 
found and scanned pictures of her father-in-law Sir Harry Winneke. Sir Murray 
Tyrrell’s daughter and grand-daughter, Leonie and Kirsten McCulloch, allowed 
me to select from an enviably ample digitised family album. The life of Dr 
Duncan Mackellar was illuminated by information furnished by his son, Dr 
John Mackellar. L. P. Coombes recalled early days at the Aeronautical Research 
Laboratory. Ron Duffield, a vastly experienced civil airline pilot, gave me incisive 
commentary on the training and experience of RAAF pilots. Margaret Lodge, to 
whom scholars are indebted for the deposit of her father General Ernest Squires’ 
diaries at ADFA, brought to life his period as Chief of the General Staff.

The ghastly task of fighting the fire and retrieving the bodies from A16-97 was 
recalled by Bill Maloney and Jim Kearney.

The research for this book began over 37 years ago. At first it was carried on 
concurrently with a project on the life of Sir Robert Menzies which culminated 
in the publication of Menzies Observed in 1979. It grew out of, and in the end 
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displaced, what was intended as a study of the Menzies wartime premiership. I 
am grateful to Alan Bateman and the Hon. Humphrey Fisher of the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission (as it then was) for the original impetus, and access to 
film and sound archives; and to the Australian War Memorial for a grant which 
enabled me to assemble much of the material on the wartime political environment 
which underpinned the relevant chapters of Menzies Observed as well as the 
political background and narrative in this book. The award of a fellowship by 
the Australian Prime Ministers Centre gave me the opportunity to deepen my 
understanding of Robert Menzies’ emergence as Prime Minister in 1939. Among 
those who instructed me on the Lyons and Menzies governments, and public 
service and political life between the two world wars, I am deeply indebted 
to Dame Enid Lyons, Sir Chester and Lady Manifold, Lady White, Sir Murray 
Tyrrell, Sir Peter Looker, Sir Keith Waller, Sir Laurence McIntyre, Sir Roland 
Wilson, Sir Percy Spender, J. R. Willoughby, K. R. Ingram, Garry Armstrong, 
Colin Moodie, Sam Landau, Corbett Tritton, Hattil Foll, Sir John McEwen, Sir 
Laurence Hartnett, Charles Meeking, Sir Albert Chadwick, F. T. Hill, Sir Reginald 
Leonard, Sir Richard Randall, Sir Edwin Hicks, and Alfred Stirling.

A series of public service and academic appointments as well as private business 
commitments, deflected me from the work until 2006 when I was invited to 
an Adjunct Professorship in the Humanities Research Centre at The Australian 
National University. This beneficent privilege was all the more welcome as the 
original research had been undertaken when I held a fellowship in the History 
Department in the ANU’s Research School of Social Sciences. At that time I 
had the benefit of assistance from several able and resourceful people, notably 
Jan Brazier, Marion Stell, Carol Flanagan, Jeannette Horrocks, Brenda Willcox, 
Ann Millar, Anthea Bundock, and Pam Crichton; and I must acknowledge 
my appreciation of the rather puzzled forbearance of supportive academic 
colleagues, especially Barry Smith and Allan Martin. More recently, the 
enthusiastic interest of Ian Donaldson, Paul Pickering, and Christine Wallace 
inspired me to get on with putting into my laptop that which had long been in 
my mind; and Ian Hancock has brought his unrivalled knowledge of twentieth-
century conservative politics to reviewing draft chapters, saving me from an 
abundance of infelicity and solecism, and convincing me of the worth of the 
project.

Because of the sensitive nature of some of the information uncovered in the 
1970s and 1980s it seemed appropriate to defer completion and publication 
until the passage of time reduced the potential for offence or embarrassment. 
I am conscious that even now some of what is recounted here may dismay 
some readers. There are things they might feel were better left unsaid. In each 
case where I have thought there was potential for upset or hurtful speculation 
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I have sought counsel from wise friends. None of them of course bears any 
responsibility for the outcome. All of the research and correspondence files for 
the project will be deposited in the National Library of Australia.

In preparing the manuscript for publication I have had the reassuringly 
professional assistance of Duncan Beard and his team at the ANU E Press 
(Nausica Pinar, Beth Battrick, and Lorena Kanellopoulos). John Owen skilfully 
transformed a neat but poorly formatted WORD document, patiently explaining 
that copy-edited and re-formatted pages that looked a mess to me were exactly 
what was required. Thankfully he was right. It was a further relief to learn of a 
grant from the ANU Publications Subsidy Committee to assist in off-setting the 
copy-editing costs. Christine Fernon at the National Centre of Biography came 
to my rescue when assembling pictures into a single file threatened to defeat me.

At a time when I questioned whether the subject warranted the effort that it 
was demanding, Alan and Clara Bateman gave the kind of credible reassurance 
that only trusted friends can give. Mary Cunnane, the esteemed literary agent 
I found just in time, has been a fount of encouragement and wisdom. Melanie 
Nolan’s championing of a book that had daunted others came at a critical 
moment. Kayleen Hazlehurst — sustaining companion in travail, sensitive 
critic, profound source of strength — has always believed.
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