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Note on the text

Where necessary for clarity I have included relative values of the English 
pound. The figures, taken from www.measuringworth.com, include a range of 
comparative values. I have chosen to present the relative worth of the pound 
using average earnings. The following table illustrates that the value of average 
earnings declined during the period 1880–1915. The declining earnings are 
indicative of the economic downturn at the end of the 19th century.

Table 1. Comparative value of the pound sterling.

Original date Value Current date Comparative value

1880 £1 2010 £421

1885 £1 2010 £423

1890 £1 2010 £416

1895 £1 2010 £376

1900 £1 2010 £346

1905 £1 2010 £337

1910 £1 2010 £331

1915 £1 2010 £287

Source: http://www.measuringworth.com.

Research into contemporary newspaper sources from the late-19th and early-
20th centuries is now possible through the Trove Digitised Newspaper database 
maintained by the National Library of Australia and Papers Past online from 
the National Library of New Zealand. Both are wonderful research sources and I 
have made extensive use of them. Much important information was reported in 
newspapers and I consider those sources to be primary research tools that cross-
reference and date many obscure historical notes. Newspaper accounts also 
report speeches and interviews with prominent people in some considerable 
detail. These are now accessible, at no cost in Australia, due to the excellent 
online library databases.

The spelling and names of people and places, particularly villages, in the Solomon 
Islands have changed significantly in recent years. Ingava, the prominent chief 
of Rubiana is now known as Hiqava of Roviana, Guadalcanar is now only known 
as Guadalcanal, Santa Ysabel is now called Santa Isabel or Isabel for short, San 
Christoval/San Cristobal is more commonly called Makira, Tucopia is now more 
famously known as Tikopia. Since independence on 7 July 1978, the Solomon 
Islands as a nation is now formally called ‘Solomon Islands’ without the definite 
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article—as in the ‘Government of Solomon Islands’. I have attempted to use the 
common spelling of the time for the sake of clarity but, where necessary, I have 
included both names.

David Lawrence
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