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Contributors

Ad Borsboom is Emeritus Professor of Pacific Studies at the Radboud 
University Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Since 1972 he has conducted fieldwork 
in Arnhem Land investigating religion and social change, identity and land 
rights. His writings include De Clan van de Wilde Honing (popular-science book 
on Arnhem Land Aborigines) and Thomson at Gaartji (in Donald Thomson, the 
Man and Scholar), and he is, together with Ton Otto, editor of Cultural Dynamics 
of Religious Change in Oceania.

Paul Burke is currently a Visiting Fellow in the School of Archaeology and 
Anthropology at The Australian National University.  During 2009–13 he 
undertook research among the Warlpiri diaspora all over Australia via an 
Australian Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship.  His previous work on 
anthropologists in native title claims, Law’s Anthropology, was published in 
2011.

Diana Eades, Adjunct Professor at the University of New England, is a 
sociolinguist who specialises in language in the legal process, especially in the 
use of English by, to, and about Aboriginal Australians. Recent books include 
Aboriginal Ways of Using English (Aboriginal Studies Press, 2013), Sociolinguistics 
and the Legal Process (Multilingual Matters, 2010), and Courtroom Talk and 
Neocolonial Control (Mouton de Gruyter, 2008).  Her 1983 PhD in linguistic 
anthropology at the University of Queensland was supervised by Bruce Rigsby 
and Ian Keen.

Craig Elliott holds a Bachelor of Arts degree (Anthropology) from Macquarie 
University and a Master of Arts degree (Anthropology) from The Australian 
National University. He has conducted anthropological field research with 
Aboriginal people since 1989 and has worked in Central Australia since 1991 
as a consultant anthropologist and Senior Anthropologist with the Central 
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Land Council (CLC). Between 1990 and 2014 he tutored in anthropology at The 
Australian National University, University of Canberra and New York University 
(Sydney campus). He has conducted research and peer review in land claim 
proceedings under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act (NT) 1976 since 1993, and 
in native title claim proceedings under the Native Title Act 1993 since 1994, 
authoring numerous reports for the CLC and giving expert evidence before the 
Federal Court and the Aboriginal Land Commissioner.

Dr Gumbula (1954–2015) was a Daygurrgurr Gupapuyngu elder who was 
awarded the degree of Doctor of Music (honoris causa) from the University 
of Sydney. From 2003–05 he was a Research Fellow in Australian Indigenous 
Studies at the University of Melbourne, where he worked on identifying 
and documenting items to help form a Gupapuyngu ‘legacy collection’. In 
2007 he became the University of Sydney’s first Australian Research Council 
Indigenous Research Fellow, and in 2010 he was awarded an Australian Research 
Council Discovery Indigenous grant to pursue research on issues pertaining 
to digitisation, repatriation, and access to collections. His book Mali’Buku-
Runanmaram: Images from Milingimbi and Surrounds, 1926–1948 (Darlington 
Press and the University of Sydney Archives) was published in 2012. His final 
research project at The Australian National University, funded by the Australian 
Research Council, was entitled ‘Clouded and mobile delivery platforms for early 
collections of Yolngu cultural heritage in Arnhem Land’.

Louise Hamby is a Research Fellow in the School of Archaeology and 
Anthropology at The Australian National University in Canberra. She is a 
leading researcher in Indigenous fibre arts, the material culture of Arnhem 
Land, Indigenous collection-based research, and in the digital repatriation 
and re-documentation of museum collections and archival material. She has 
been awarded a number of Australian Research Council grants investigating 
Indigenous museum collections in Australia and overseas and has been an 
honorary associate of Museum Victoria since 2003. Her experience undertaking 
fieldwork in Yolngu communities started in 1992. Through her research she 
has developed a number of collaborative curatorial projects working with 
Indigenous Australians supported by VISIONS grants: Art on a String, Twined 
Together: Kunmadj Njalehnjaleken and Women With Clever Hands: Gapuwiyak 
Miyalkurrwurr Gong Djambatjmala. She is currently the chief investigator of 
an ARC Linkage grant, The Legacy of 50 Years Collecting at Milingimbi Mission.

Bentley James has lived and worked in northeast Arnhem Land for over  
20 years. His linguistic and anthropological research, which started in the 
Central Desert in the late 1980s and then with continued with Yolngu people, 
led to the first Yan-nhangu Dictionary (2003) and the Atlas and Illustrated 
Dictionary of the Crocodile Islands (2014). His long-term engagement has yielded 
a family of interrelated projects on the islands. He founded ranger and heritage 
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programs, language nests and local language resources to protect linguistic, 
cultural and biological diversity and support bilingual education. Affiliated 
with the Australian Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and Education at Charles 
Darwin University, he continues to promote the intergenerational transmission 
of local languages, conservation, and traditional ecological knowledge for 
meaningful livelihoods on country, and he continues to lecture internationally 
in ethnography, linguistics and education.

Robert Levitus has researched the social history, politics and environment 
of the Alligator Rivers region of the Northern Territory, especially Kakadu 
National Park, since 1981. He has done applied research into traditional 
land attachments in the east Kimberley and southwest Queensland, and into 
Australian Aboriginal policy issues. In recent years he has been attached to 
the Department of Archaeology and Natural History at The Australian National 
University, where he has worked on an ARC Linkage project researching human 
ecology and environmental change on the South Alligator River wetlands.

Patrick McConvell is currently an Australian Research Council DORA 
(Discovery Outstanding Research Award) Fellow at The Australian National 
University, working on the project AustKin, on Australian kinship and social 
categories. Among recent publications of this project are Kinship Systems: 
Change and Reconstruction (University of Utah Press, 2013) and the forthcoming 
book Southern Anthropology – a History of Fison and Howitt’s Kamilaroi and 
Kurnai, with Helen Gardner (Palgrave MacMillan, 2015). McConvell was trained 
in anthropology and linguistics at the University of London (SOAS) and came to 
Australia in 1973. He has worked on several languages of northern Australia and 
carried out anthropological work on many land and native title claims, as well 
as teaching anthropology at Northern Territory University (now Charles Darwin 
University) and Griffith University, and holding the position of Research Fellow, 
Language and Society at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies before moving to ANU in 2008. His publications range over 
linguistics, sociolinguistics, anthropological linguistics and linguistic prehistory.

Heather McDonald studied anthropology at the University of Queensland 
and The Australian National University, gaining her PhD in 1998. Her book, 
Blood, Bones and Spirit: Aboriginal Christianity in an East Kimberley Town 
(Melbourne University Press, 2001), won the Stanner Award in 2002. She was 
a Research Fellow at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies in Canberra. This was followed by research positions at Charles 
Darwin University and the University of Sydney. She is currently living in East 
Kimberley, assisting Aboriginal people with the recording of family histories.
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Nicolas Peterson is Professor of Anthropology in the School of Archaeology 
and Anthropology at The Australian National University.  His main areas of 
research have been with Aboriginal Australians in northeast Arnhem Land and 
the Tanami Desert.  His research interests include economic anthropology, social 
change, applied anthropology, land and marine tenure, fourth-world people 
and the state, and the anthropology of photography. 

Peter Toner is a social anthropologist and ethnomusicologist who has conducted 
more than two years of field research in Yolngu communities in Arnhem Land, 
principally in Gapuwiyak, NT. His PhD research at The Australian National 
University (1995–2001) was conducted under the supervision of Ian Keen. In 
addition to his research on music and sociality among the Yolngu, he conducts 
research on folk music and Irish cultural identity in Atlantic Canada. He 
is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at 
St Thomas University in Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada.

David Trigger is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Queensland. 
His research interests encompass the different meanings attributed to land and 
nature across diverse sectors of society. His research on Australian society includes 
projects focused on a comparison of pro-development, environmentalist and 
Aboriginal perspectives on land and nature. In Australian Aboriginal Studies, 
he has carried out more than 35 years of anthropological study on Indigenous 
systems of land tenure, including applied research on resource development 
negotiations and native title. He is the author of more than 60 major applied 
research reports and has acted as an expert witness in multiple native title claims 
and associated criminal matters involving Aboriginal customary law. He is the 
author of Whitefella Comin’: Aboriginal Responses to Colonialism in Northern 
Australia (Cambridge University Press, 1992) and a wide range of scholarly 
articles.

Allon Uhlmann conducted his PhD research in anthropology under Ian 
Keen’s supervision at The Australian National University.  He has conducted 
ethnographic fieldwork in urban Australia and the Middle East, investigating 
such diverse issues as kinship, sexuality, cognition and education. He has also 
published on social theory and methodology. He has held academic positions 
in Australia and overseas, and for the last two years has been conducting 
independent research in the private and public sectors. He is currently a visitor 
at the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at The Australian National 
University, and lives in Canberra with his wife and two daughters.

John White completed his PhD in 2010 at The Australian National University 
as part of an Australian Research Council Linkage project on Indigenous 
participation in the Australian colonial economy. His ethnographic and archival 
research focuses on the character of the changes brought about by European 
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colonisation and the expansion of the settler economy on the New South Wales 
south coast. For the past four years he has worked as a senior researcher for 
several parliamentary inquiries into aspects of Indigenous affairs and social 
policy.
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