
157

Contributors

Gabriele Bammer 

Gabriele Bammer is a professor at the National Centre for Epidemiology and 
Population Health, ANU College of Medicine, Biology and Environment at The 
Australian National University and a research fellow at the Program in Criminal 
Justice Policy and Management at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government. Her main interest is developing methodologies for enhancing 
research input into tackling complex real-world problems. Knowledge brokering 
to bridge the research–policy/practice gap is key, along with synthesis of 
disciplinary and stakeholder knowledge and comprehensively understanding 
and managing unknowns. These three domains are the foundations of a new 
discipline: Integration and Implementation Sciences (see <http://i2s.anu.edu.
au>). In 2001, she was the Australian representative on the inaugural Fulbright 
New Century Scholars Program, which targets ‘outstanding research scholars 
and professionals’. She is editor of Dealing with Uncertainties in Policing Serious 
Crime (2010), co-editor of Uncertainty and Risk: Multidisciplinary perspectives 
(2008) and co-author of Research Integration Using Dialogue Methods (2009).

Helen Berry

Helen Berry is Associate Professor and Deputy Director (Research) of the Centre 
for Research and Action in Public Health at the University of Canberra. She also 
holds adjunct appointments as Associate Professor at The Australian National 
University and the University of Newcastle. She is a psychiatric epidemiologist 
with particular interest in investigating the relationship between social capital 
and mental health and their shared associations with contemporary issues in 
health and wellbeing. Recently, Helen has extended this work so as to place 
these research and policy issues in the context of climate change, particularly 
its impacts in rural and remote locations. Her work involves the use of advanced 
statistical modelling techniques to analyse representative data sets and evaluate 
mental health interventions. With a previous career in executive leadership in 
the public and non-profit sectors, she has a particular interest in the way in which 
research and public policymaking can work together. Helen leads collaborations 
on social capital, mental health and climate change with Australian Government 
agencies, state and local governments and various universities, including in 
Vietnam.
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Robyn Cummins 

Robyn Cummins is the Manager of Information Services at The Spastic Centre 
in New South Wales. With a background in Information Science, Robyn has 
been responsible for a number of initiatives that use new web technologies 
for knowledge sharing, clinical collaboration and to address some of the social 
and information needs of people with a disability and their families. A strong 
corporate culture of innovation, with national and international networks, has 
enabled Robyn and her colleagues to engage in a range of strategic knowledge-
brokering activities to a diverse range of stakeholders. 

Peter Deane 

Peter Deane has a research interest in supra-disciplinarity, particularly inter- 
and trans-disciplinarity, as part of a response to the socio-ecological challenges 
arising in modern societies. He works as a research assistant at the National 
Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, ANU College of Medicine, 
Biology and Environment at The Australian National University on the 
development of Integration and Implementation Sciences. He is co-author of 
Research Integration Using Dialogue Methods (2009).

Meredith Edwards

Meredith Edwards is an Emeritus Professor at the University of Canberra. 
Her current main research interests are public-sector governance issues, the 
research–policy relationship and community engagement issues. Her recent 
major publications can be found online at <www.canberra.edu.au/corpgov-
aps>. Although she trained as an economist, throughout her career she has been 
a lecturer, researcher, policy analyst and administrator working in academia 
and the public sector. She was the inaugural director of the National Institute 
for Governance at the University of Canberra in 1999. Meredith is a fellow of 
the Academy of Social Sciences of Australia, a member of the UN Committee 
of Experts on Public Administration and has an Order of Australia (AM) for 
services to education and welfare. 

Sharon Goldfeld 

Sharon Goldfeld is a paediatrician and public health physician with a PhD in 
health services research. For the past decade, she has divided her time between 
the policy, research and clinical worlds as the Principal Medical Advisor in 
child health to the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development, a consultant community paediatrician, senior research fellow at 
the Centre for Community Child Health and senior lecturer at the University 
of Melbourne. Sharon has a particular interest in children’s health services 
research, data and policy and has spearheaded substantial work in this area 
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including Headline Indicators for Australia’s Children and the national roll-
out of the Australian Early Development Index. She has been recipient of the 
prestigious international Harkness Fellowship in healthcare policy and the 
Aileen Plant Medal for her contribution to public health research. Sharon is a 
member of several national and state committees that focus on children’s issues 
and has been a passionate advocate for children in both her policy and academic 
roles.

Brian Head 

Brian Head took up a research chair at the University of Queensland in 2007. A 
political scientist by training, he has held senior roles in government, academia 
and the non-government sector. From 1990 to 2003, he worked in the Queensland 
Government, including in senior roles in intergovernmental negotiations, policy 
development and public-sector reform. From 2003 to 2005, he was a research 
professor at Griffith University and subsequently completed two years leading 
the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) in Canberra. 
He is the author and editor of several books on public policy and organisational 
management issues. His major interests are collaboration, joined-up government, 
federalism, service delivery, integrity, community consultation, evaluation and 
evidence-based policy. He is committed to improving linkages between the 
research sector, the government sector and service providers.

Cathy Humphreys 

Cathy Humphreys is the Alfred Felton Chair of Child and Family Welfare—a 
professorship established in collaboration between the Department of Social 
Work at the University of Melbourne, the Centre for Excellence for Child and 
Family Welfare in Victoria (the peak body for child and family welfare agencies) 
and the Alfred Felton Trust. She was a social work practitioner in the mental 
health and child and family welfare sector for 16 years before becoming a 
social work academic with a specialty in research and research utilisation in 
the domestic violence and child and family practice areas. She worked at the 
University of New South Wales and the University of Warwick in the United 
Kingdom before taking up the Chair at the University of Melbourne. The Alfred 
Felton Research Program has now developed a sustained program of research 
in the areas of domestic and family violence, out-of-home care and research 
utilisation.

David McDonald 

David McDonald is a social scientist with research interests in integration and 
evidence-informed public policy, particularly in domains where public health 
and criminology/criminal justice intersect, such as alcohol, tobacco and other 
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drugs policy. He is the principal of the Canberra-based consultancy Social 
Research & Evaluation Pty Ltd and is a Visiting Fellow at the National Centre 
for Epidemiology and Population Health at The Australian National University. 
He is co-author of Research Integration Using Dialogue Methods (2009).

Annette Michaux

Annette Michaux is General Manager, Social Policy and Research, at The 
Benevolent Society, a large non-profit organisation with the purpose of creating 
caring and inclusive communities and a just society. Annette’s role at The 
Benevolent Society is to drive the organisation’s increasing focus on evidence-
informed practice, research and advocacy. A social worker and adult educator by 
training, Annette has held a number of senior policy and operational positions 
in government and non-profit organisations. She was the Executive Officer of 
the NSW Child Protection Council and a member of the senior policy team at the 
NSW Commission for Children and Young People. Earlier in her career, Annette 
worked as a child welfare officer and ran a large inner-city community centre in 
Sydney. She has been on numerous committees and is currently a board member 
of the Australasian Evaluation Society and a member of the Australian Research 
Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY), Future Generations—Network 
Advisory Committee.

Michael Moore

Michael Moore is the Chief Executive Officer of the Public Health Association 
of Australia. He is a former Minister of Health and Community Care and was an 
independent member of the Australian Capital Territory Legislative Assembly 
for four terms, from 1989 to 2001. He was the first Australian independent 
member to be appointed as a minister to a government executive. Michael 
holds a postgraduate diploma in education and a master’s degree in population 
health, is an adjunct professor with the University of Canberra and is widely 
published. He is also a political and social columnist who has served on a range 
of boards, including the Australian Health Care Reform Alliance, the National 
Drug Research Institute and the Institute of Public Administration. 

J. Fraser Mustard CC

J. Fraser Mustard CC completed his medical degree in Toronto in 1953, after 
which he undertook PhD studies in Cambridge focused on the role of platelets in 
cardiovascular disease. His subsequent 10 years of research in Toronto resulted 
in a prestigious Gairdner Award. When he moved to McMaster University in 
1966 as a founding member of its medical school, he continued his research 
on platelets and recruited scientists who helped to establish a major centre for 
thrombosis research. He was also deeply involved in developing the innovative 
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problem-based program of medical education. In 1982, Fraser established the 
Canadian Institute for Advanced Research. As its president for 14 years, he raised 
funds and oversaw the formation of interdisciplinary teams of distinguished 
investigators to explore significant scientific and social challenges. He now heads 
the Founders’ Network, which involves his connections with more than 1000 
individuals. He has become a tireless advocate nationally and internationally 
of the importance of early brain development for health, behaviour, learning 
and quality of life. Fraser’s accomplishments have relied on his energy, vision, 
insight, leadership ability and establishment of connections, networks and 
interdisciplinary research. He is a Companion of the Order of Canada.

Linda Neuhauser 

Linda Neuhauser is a Clinical Professor of Community Health and Human 
Development at the University of California, Berkeley School of Public Health. 
Her research, teaching and practice are focused on translating scientific findings 
into improved health interventions and policies. She has a particular interest 
in participatory processes that engage diverse stakeholders to co-design and 
evaluate large-scale health initiatives. She has more that 100 research and other 
publications in this area of ‘action research’. She is co-principal investigator 
of the UC Berkeley Health Research for Action Center (<http://www.
uchealthaction.org>), which uses participatory processes to investigate health 
issues and develop health information resources that have now reached more 
than 30 million households internationally.

Alison Ritter 

Alison Ritter is an associate professor at the National Drug and Alcohol Research 
Centre at the University of New South Wales, and currently directs the Drug 
Policy Modelling Program. The goal of this program is to advance illicit drug 
policy through improving the evidence base, developing new policymaking 
tools and understanding the best mix of policy options. She has a master’s 
degree in clinical psychology and a PhD in psychology. She has worked as a 
clinical psychologist, conducted clinical research and worked in government. 
She is a Visiting Fellow at The Australian National University’s Regulatory 
Institutions Network and holds a National Health and Medical Research Council 
Career Development Award.

Ann Sanson 

Ann Sanson is a professor in paediatrics at the University of Melbourne and 
the Network Coordinator for the Australian Research Alliance for Children and 
Youth (ARACY). She is a developmental psychologist with particular expertise 
in longitudinal research; she plays a leading role in the 25-year Australian 
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Temperament Project and Growing Up in Australia (the Longitudinal Study 
of Australian Children). Her previous positions include acting director of the 
Australian Institute of Family Studies and she currently sits on a number of 
national advisory committees. Her work with ARACY has a strong focus 
on facilitating knowledge exchange among researchers, policymakers and 
practitioners in order to promote the wellbeing of children and youth. She 
is a Fellow of the Australian Psychological Society and has more than 180 
publications.

Fiona Stanley AC 

Fiona Stanley AC is the Founding Director of the Telethon Institute for Child 
Health Research, Chair of the Australian Research Alliance for Children and 
Youth (ARACY) and Professor of the School of Paediatrics and Child Health 
at the University of Western Australia. Trained in maternal and child health 
epidemiology and public health, Fiona has spent her career researching 
the causes of major childhood illnesses such as birth defects. Her research 
includes the gathering and analysis of population data for epidemiological and 
public health research; the causes and prevention of birth defects and major 
neurological disorders, particularly the cerebral palsies; patterns of maternal 
and child health in Aboriginal and Caucasian populations; various ways of 
determining the developmental origins of health and disease; collaborations 
to link research, policy and practice; and strategies to enhance health and 
wellbeing in populations. Her major contribution has been to establish the 
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, a unique multidisciplinary 
independent research institute focusing on the causes and prevention of major 
problems affecting children and youth. She has more than 300 publications, 
books and book chapters and sits on the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering 
and Innovation Council as well as the Australian Social Inclusion Board. For 
her research on behalf of Australia’s children and Aboriginal social justice, she 
was named Australian of the Year in 2003 and in 2006 she was made a UNICEF 
Australia Ambassador for Early Childhood Development.

Lyndall Strazdins

Lyndall Strazdins is a fellow at the National Centre for Epidemiology and 
Population Health at The Australian National University. Her research addresses 
current industrial relations changes in the context of an ageing population, 
intergenerational impacts on children and workforce participation policies. Her 
research also addresses time pressures and family life, including the impact on 
health and environmental sustainability. She is an expert advisor for government 
inquiries and reports. 
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Lorrae van Kerkhoff

Lorrae van Kerkhoff is a lecturer at the Fenner School of Environment and 
Society at The Australian National University. Her research interests encompass 
the role of science in governance, decision and policymaking, including north–
south research collaborations, and instruments and processes to foster better 
relationships between researchers and practitioners. In 2004–05, she was a 
Fulbright Scholar with the Center for International Development, Harvard 
University, where she examined the role of research in global public health 
institutions.

Richard Vines 

Richard Vines is Honorary Research Fellow (Professor) at the eScholarship 
Research Centre structurally located within the library at the University 
of Melbourne. He is a former quality knowledge manager at the Children’s 
Protection Society in Victoria and ‘knowledge broker’ with the Centre for 
Excellence in Child and Family Welfare. In the period 2000–04, he was client 
manager/consultant to AusIndustry and the Australian Printing Industries 
Association within the Enhanced Printing Industries Competitiveness Scheme. 
Subsequent to this, as an independent consultant, he consulted and published 
extensively about electronic content standards and data interoperability for a 
wide range of clients. In 2008, Richard was invited to become a foundation 
member of the Victorian Council of Social Service’s Interoperability Working 
Group. Flowing from the advocacy work of this group, the Victorian Office for 
the Community Sector has commissioned a number of projects. These have the 
potential to lay a foundation for reforms associated with the use of semantic 
publishing and its application to contribute to the dual objectives of minimising 
undue regulatory burden and enhancing possibilities for cross-domain policy/
research/practice coordination. 


