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Foreword

Out of the Ashes: The Destruction and Reconstruction of East Timor marks
the beginning of what, I hope, will be a continuing assessment of
East Timor’s development as it enters the 21st century as the world’s
newest democracy. Like a phoenix, Timor Loro Sa’e will rise from
its ashes to take its place in the community of  nations.

The book provides an introduction to the culture and society of
East Timor, discusses the political, diplomatic and military background
to events in 1999 and then looks at the initial phase of the
reconstruction. Looking to the future is now as important as assessing
what has occurred in the past.

The 18 contributors to this volume represent a wide range of
views. Several contributors were participants in the events that they
describe and assess. I am particularly pleased that Fernando de Araujo
has provided an account of the CNRT campaign for independence
in which he was actively involved. Ian Martin, who headed the
UNAMET mission for the popular consultation, provides his first
reflections on the momentous events of 1999. Catharina Williams
describes her experience as an electoral officer in the Suai area.

It is gratifying that among this international group of
commentators, East Timorese contributors figure so prominently.
Their contributions to this volume give some glimpse of the current
dialogue that is now under way within East Timor. Increasingly East
Timorese will be expected to contribute to international discussions.

I congratulate the editors, James J. Fox and Dionisio Babo Soares,
for putting together this volume and all of the contributors for their
valuable assistance in providing an understanding of East Timor at
this crucial moment in the new nation’s birth.

Xanana
Dili, 11 May 2000
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Preface

As editors of this volume, we have endeavoured to assemble a collection
of papers that provides an understanding of East Timorese society and
of the momentous political, diplomatic and military events that occurred
in 1999 as a result of the international agreement to carry out, under
United Nations’ supervision, a popular consultation on the future of  the
territory. In addition to providing this background, we have also
endeavoured to provide an assessment of the critical events of August
and September and of their implications for the future development of
East Timor. Finally, we have extended this discussion of  events to focus
on the initial plans for reconstruction of  East Timor. The volume is thus
organized in three sections: Background, Assessment and Reconstruction.

Contributors to the volume have all followed recent events closely
and many have been participants in these events. We are particularly pleased
to have Ian Martin, who headed the UNAMET mission, offer his ‘first
reflections’ on the popular consultation process. Equally valuable is the
first-hand account by Fernando de Araujo of  the CNRT campaign.
Catharina Williams, a fluent speaker of  Tetun, provides a brief  account
of  her personal experiences as a United Nations electoral officer. Januar
Achmad describes his involvement as a doctor in providing assistance to
East Timorese in West Timor. Others like João Mariano Saldanha and
Sarah Cliffe were participants on the World Bank-led Joint Assessment
Mission that began reconstruction planning.

In addition to the editors, many contributors to this volume are
associated with The Australian National University as faculty, research
students or as graduates. Gavin Jones and Terry Hull are faculty members
of the Research School of Social Sciences; Harold Crouch and Alan
Dupont are faculty members of the Research School of Pacific and
Asian Studies; Grayson J. Lloyd and Fiona Crockford are currently
completing their PhDs; whereas Januar Achmad, Catharina Williams and
Andrew MacIntyre are graduates of  the University. It is this ANU network
of common interest in, and continuing research on, East Timor and the
region that provides the foundation for this volume.
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The events of August and September 1999 gained unprecedented
international attention for East Timor. The courage and resolution of  the
East Timorese people in expressing their right to self-determination and
the destructive consequences visited upon them for their resolution were
the subject of extensive and spectacular media coverage. Inevitably
however, after such remarkable coverage, international attention has begun
to wane.

Yet the story of  East Timor continues. East Timor will be the first
new nation to be established in the 21st century. It will have been brought
to independence under the guidance of the United Nations in
co-operation with the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and
other international organisations. East Timor’s development will be a
test-case for the capacities of the international community to put into
practise its fundamental principles.

A majority of the contributors to this volume have maintained an
active involvement in developments in East Timor. This book can therefore
be considered as the first chapter in a longer account. It covers the period
to the beginning of the year 2000. As editors, we have already begun
preparation for the next volume that will carry forward the continuing
story of  East Timor. We thank all of  the contributors to the book and
look forward to further collaboration. We would also like to express
particular thanks to Norma Chin for her efforts in producing this volume
and for her care in providing editorial consistency and to Kay Dancey
for her preparation of  maps.
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Preface to the ANU E Press publication

This volume is the first of an ANU E Press series that is intended to
make critical research done at the Australian National University
available to a wider readership. The original edition of  Out of  the
Ashes was prepared at the ANU in the immediate aftermath of  the
establishment of  the United Nations Mission Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). At the time there was a
particular need for a publication that would provide a context for
developments that were underway in 2000.

Fortunately at that time, there were a number of  faculty and students
at the ANU who had research interests in East Timor. We, as editors
of  this volume, turned to this group as core contributors. Harold
Crouch, Alan Dupont, Terence Hull, and Gavin Jones were the faculty
members who responded to our request; while Fiona Crockford
and Grayson Lloyd were able to draw on material from their
dissertations. Also included in this group were former students, Januar
Achmad and Catharina Williams who had been actively involved in
developments in Timor.  Fernando da Araujo, who now heads the
Democratic Party of East Timor, happened to be doing a course at
the ANU and we called upon him for a particularly useful contribution.

We were also fortunate in being able to obtain contributions from
Ian Martin who had been the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for the East Timor Popular Consultation and the Head of
the United Nations Mission in East Timor (UNAMET) and Sarah
Cliffe who was Chief  of  the World Bank Mission in East Timor.
Andrew MacIntyre, now Director of the Asia Pacific School of
Economics and Governance at the ANU, joined the group as did
João Mariana Saldanha, John Haseman and Peter Timmer. Xanana
Gusmão, then Head of  the National Council of  East Timorese
Resistance and now President of the Republic of Timor Leste,
honoured us with a foreword to the volume.

Our initial goal was to produce a timely and relevant volume.
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That the book was in fact published in 2000, that it was quickly sold
out and that it required a second printing is evidence that Out of the
Ashes served a useful purpose.

Out of the Ashes remains a valuable source book on East Timor and
on ideas and developments during a critical transition period. This, we
feel, justifies its production now as an ANU E Press publication. As
editors, we hope that Out of the Ashes may now reach an even wider
audience and that the interest in East Timor and in the events that led to
its independence will continue to be of international concern.

James J. Fox
Dionisio Babo Soares
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Left and below: United
Nations polling posters for
the popular consultation
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