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Editorial

This issue contains obituaries of three key figures in Aboriginal Australia, an important 
bibliographic collation, and an account of consultative processes involved in the production 
of a historical exhibition. There is a plea for considering afresh the Aboriginal contribution 
to contact history, an Aboriginal text about seeing the first motor car, new evidence about 
the Pilbara walk-off and the first detailed account of the Tent Embassy. There are accounts 
of the Aboriginal cricketer Johhny Mullagh and of little-known but important events in 
southern Western Australia.

The volume begins with a controversial account of the life of the late Kevin Gilbert. 
Gordon Briscoe's article contains many challenges and insights; but, such was the 
controversial nature of the article, the editors and editorial board invited responses which we 
have printed without alteration. Although, regrettably, distress was caused in some articles 
while the article was circulated during 1994 before publication, we took the view that all 
national figures are likely to attract controversy, and that Kevin Gilbert had been already a 
controversial figure in his own lifetime. Most, perhaps all, people reconstruct their 
identities in the course of a lifetime. To suggest that an Aboriginal person might have done 
so is not to suggest that that person was not 'really' Aboriginal, but rather that identity is a 
more complex matter than is often supposed. Does it matter if an Aboriginal person who 
adheres to one identification is descended also from other groups or communities? We 
answer: no it doesn't.

Given that such divergent opinions are represented in the original article and in the 
responses, the Editorial Board recommends that all five articles be read together, providing 
as a group a broad context for consideration of such issues.

Peter Read 
Ewan Morris




