
Introduction
Aboriginal History Volume 19 had the them e of colonial and post-colonial interaction 
betw een indigenous peoples and 'outsiders'. It com pared the historical experience of 
people in N orth America, New Zealand and Australia. The papers in this volum e 
consider similar issues bu t with a regional focus, concentrating on south-eastern 
Australia. This part of Australia, w ith its rich environm ents, experienced both the 
earliest and most concentrated settlem ent by European colonists, resulting in severe 
social dislocation and dispossession for its large Aboriginal populations.

Given the intensity of the dem ographic impact and the nineteenth century 
assum ption that such societies of 'native peoples' could not survive the colonial 
encounter, the culture and history of the Aboriginal com m unities of the south-east were 
long regarded as lost to all but 'salvage' ethnographic records. They rem ained neglected 
in anthropological and historical research. The anthropologists directed their studies 
elsewhere, to the people of the desert and the north. Both Radcliffe-Brown, and later 
Elkin, did fieldwork in northern New South Wales and were im pressed by the strength 
of cultural continuity there, including language and ceremony. Yet they still sent most 
of their students to research elsewhere. At the same time the historians concerned 
them selves with questions of colonial history as social and economic 'progress'. Most 
ignored the 'shared experiences', the term used by editor Elspeth Young w hen 
introducing Volume 19, for the diverse interactions betw een indigenous and settler 
societies. The indigenous com ponent was assum ed to have been either 'lost' or 
incapable of contribution to the new Australia.

So the lives and culture of the surviving societies of the south-east remained 
hidden historical worlds aw aiting exploration. Here I adapt the term with which 
Deborah Bird Rose presents so eloquently her research on Aboriginal-settler encounters 
in northern Australia. W hat was ignored until recent decades, and so rem ained hidden 
to 'outsiders', included the cultural knowledge and historical mem ory am ong older 
people of Aboriginal communities in the rural south-east. It also included the rich 
historical material in official records as well as in the more traditional range of historical 
sources. From these sources researchers could both discover the history of encounters 
and reconstruct historical ethnographies, provided they asked the right questions.

Those who did not ignore the people of the south-east, such as linguist Luise 
Hercus and anthropologists Diane Barwick and Jeremy Beckett, dem onstrated not only 
the possibility bu t also the richness of the work to be done in collaboration w ith these 
communities. So we became increasingly aw are of the im portant social history of 
Aboriginal lives and cultural responses to living in the new worlds of the colonial and
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post-colonial south-east. These are now  seen as m ajor themes fo r A ustra lian  historians 
(A borig ina l and non -A borig ina l) concerned w ith  colonia lism , cu ltu ra l h is to ry and 
questions o f national and cu ltu ra l iden tity . Such issues underp in  the discussion o f case 
studies in  several papers in  th is vo lum e (see especially that o f Byrne).

C o llective ly  the papers in th is vo lum e demonstrate both  the richness o f recent 
research on the south-east, and its relevance to issues o f contem porary social and 
historical concern. Further, the archives ho ld  m any as yet unstud ied m ajor sources fo r 
long know n and oft-cited h istorica l events (see Lydon  on Kangaroo Creek). As w e ll they 
provide  insights in to  the personal realities of life  on the colonia l fron tie r (see papers by 
Breen, C larke and M cD ona ld) and in ru ra l areas a century later (Broome and Horner).

Perspectives from  non-h istorica l d iscip lines also b ring  new historical insights. 
M usicologists and lingu is ts  w o rk in g  together present to us songs and the ir h istorica l 
context, from  singers o f the past (see Hercus and Koch, also M cD onald). L ingu is tic  
analysis of w ord  lists can open up the otherw ise 'h idden  h is to ry ' o f a Kaurna w om an 
(see A m ery 's  paper). Broome's s tudy o f tent boxing  illum ines  the rea lity  o f A bo rig ina l 
lives, and the am bigu ities o f in teraction in  show ground sports o f the m id -tw en tie th  
century. In considering aspects o f con tinu ing  trad itiona l practice in the same period, 
H orner shows this operating in the context o f com m unities active ly pro tecting the ir 
cu ltu ra l identity .

Readers w il l  notice that this vo lum e is not d iv ided  in to  Parts 1 and 2 as were 
previous issues. The d iv is ion  was part o f the requirem ent fo r the Book Bounty, a 
support w h ich  un fo rtuna te ly  is no longer available to us. H ow ever we shall s till 
m ain ta in  our trad ition , reflected in pa rt 2 o f that d iv is ion , o f w e lcom ing con tribu tions 
focused on texts and p rim a ry  source materials.

In ed iting  this vo lum e I have been grate fu l fo r the support o f E d ito ria l Board 
members and others w ho  refereed papers, also o f Luise Hercus, Review Editor. For 
p roduction  I am indebted to T ikka W ilson 's  special skills  and expertise, w h ile  R ichard 
Barw ick prepared m any o f the illus tra tions  fo r reproduction , as w e ll as designing the 
cover w ith  his usual fla ir. M y  sincere thanks to all invo lved.
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