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THIS MONOGRAPH is largely based on research carried out as PhD student at The Australian
National University (Bedford 2000a). Acknowledgements firstly go to the three archaeologists who
pioneered archaeological research in Vanuatu namely José Garanger, Mary Elizabeth Shutler and
Richard Shutler Jr. Without their trailblazing efforts, research in Vanuatu would have posed a
much more daunting challenge. Professor Matthew Spriggs was the principal supervisor of my
PhD dissertation and was inspirational throughout with his seemingly boundless energy and
enthusiasm for the archaeology of the Pacific. At times we arrived at diametrically opposed
interpretations of the archaeological data but rather than attempting to stifle dissent he simply
emphasised that whatever my view was it had to be robustly argued.

Archaeologists at the Australian National University who freely shared their knowledge of
the Pacific, often over lunch at the Fellows Gardens, included Jim Allen, Atholl Anderson, Wallace
Ambrose, Geoff Clark, Jack Golson, Jean Kennedy and Glenn Summerhayes. Glenn Summerhayes
reviewed the thesis for publication and provided valuable constructive comment. Thesis
examiners Roger Green and Dave Burley also provided constructive comment.

Others who have provided comment and support over the years have included Harry
Allen, Judith Cameron, William Dickinson, Barry Fankhauser, Matthew Felgate, Jean-Christophe
Galipaud, Joe Gyngell, Roger Green, Geoff Hope, Christophe Sand, Jim Specht and Dave Steadman,
Darrell Tryon, Lynley Wallis and Meredith Wilson. 

Much of the funding for fieldwork and other support was provided by the Department
(former Division) of Archaeology and Natural History, Research School of Pacific and Asian
Studies, Australian National University, Canberra. The excavations at the Mangaasi site on Efate
were also funded by grants to the Vanuatu National Museum, co-ordinated by Professor Yosi
Sinoto of the Bishop Museum in Honolulu as part of the pilot archaeological training program of
the Sasakawa Pacific Island Nations Fund. In 1996 the South Pacific Cultures Fund of the
Australian Government also made a contribution. In 1999 the excavation at the Arapus site on
Efate was funded by the Japanese Government via a grant to the Pacific Islands development
Program at the East-West Center in Honolulu administered by Professor Yosi Sinoto. The vast
majority of the radiocarbon dates were provided by the Quaternary Dating Research Centre of the
Australian National University, while the AMS dates were processed at the ANTARES AMS
Facility, Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO). AMS funding was
provided by the Australian Institute of Nuclear Science and Engineering (AINSE) through a grant
to Matthew Spriggs. 

Accumulated time in the field, carrying out excavations and surveys in Vanuatu was made
possible through the assistance of literally hundreds of individuals. Support from Ralph
Regenvanu, Director of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre, and staff of the Vanuatu Historical and
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Cultural Sites Survey and the Vanuatu Cultural Centre (Marcelin Abong, Willy Damelip, Peter
Kolmas, Richard Shing, Martha Yamsiu and the late Jean-Paul Batick) was crucial. Research
permission was granted by the Vanuatu Cultural Council. A special thanks goes to all the
landowners and chiefs who supported the work and to Vanuatu National Museum fieldworkers
Jerry Taki (Erromango), Douglas Meto (Efate) and Jimmy Sanhanbath (Malekula) and Kalisak
Masing and Numa Fred, former and current directors of the Malekula Cultural Centre.

On a more personal note I acknowledge a great debt to my parents Hugo and Helen, to
whom this publication is dedicated, who have always been supportive, especially during what
seemed like, to both them and me, an interminable period as a student. Les familles Brunet,
Colardeau, De Gaillande, Dufus, Russet and Traverso have all been very supportive during any
time spent in Port Vila. Finally, but by far from last, my love and thanks to my children, Ysée
Hélène Marie-Thérèse, Henri Victor and Louis Frederick and my wife, Caroline Brunet, who have
all variously contributed to either prolonging the completion of my thesis or this publication but
have also helped me firmly place it in a much wider perspective. 
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