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dusun is an Indonesian term used by West Papuans to
mention a bounded area of land that has been passed

dusun

down from fathers to sons for many generations,
containing cultivated areas such as rubber, coconut and
rambutan plantings, naturally occurring and planted
sago gardens, forested areas for hunting, as well as rivers
and rockpools. Ancestors are buried in their dusun, and
the spirits of some continue to occupy it. A person’s
history and that of their lineage is inscribed in the
features of their dusun.
political independence, can also mean freedom and
liberation

merdeka

Free Papua MovementOPM
PEPERA is the abbreviation of Penentuan Pendapat
Rakyat referred to popularly as the Act of Free Choice.

PEPERA

Between 14 July and 2 August 1969, 1022 West Papuan
delegates appointed by the Indonesian administration
voted in a series of regional consultations on Irian Jaya’s
political integration into Indonesia.
From 1976, where disputes occurred over land rights
caused by transmigration, local peoples were to be

translokal

compensated for the appropriation of their land by being
incorporated into the transmigration program as local
transmigrants known as translokal.
A central government project to relocate landless and
underemployed families from densely populated areas

Transmigration

like Java and Madura to areas considered underpopulated
such as Kalimantan and the Indonesian Province of
Papua.
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A note on transcription and terms
‘Northerner’ is a term that I have borrowed from the refugee expression orang
utara referring to people from the northern region, including those from the
north-west coast (Sorong, Manokwari) and the islands (Biak-Numfoor, Serui),
as well as those people living inland of Jayapura at Genyem and other places.
The term northerner stands in contrast to ‘southerner’ (orang selatan), referring
broadly to Muyu, Mandobo and Kanum peoples at Iowara. Usually, highlanders
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from the Jayawijaya mountain range were identified as ‘Dani people’ (orang
Dani) or ‘mountain people’ (orang gunung). People at Iowara who came from the
Oksibil region near the Star Mountains were also called orang gunung.

Several terms appeared frequently in conversation in the field, and throughout
the book. I have translated perjuangan as ‘the struggle’, meaning the political
struggle for nationhood. Pembebasan is translated as ‘liberation’ or ‘freedom’
although it was occasionally used by narrators to represent a state of political
independence. Asli is translated as ‘indigenous’ or ‘original’. Asing is translated
as ‘foreign’, and pendatang as ‘newcomer’. Tabah (or pertabahan) is translated
as ‘endure’ or ‘holding out’, for example in the context of holding out in exile.
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