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Chapter 5
Ra�nbows across the mounta�ns: the 
f�rst post-RAMSI general elect�on

Sam Alasia

The soc�al cr�s�s that ravaged Solomon Islands from 1998 to 2003 has taught 
us many lessons. ‘Ra�nbows across the mounta�ns’ symbol�ses a genu�ne 
w�sh by Solomon Islanders to rebu�ld the�r country w�th new �ns�ghts 
and understand�ng. Some �mprovements, such as a v�gorous campa�gn for 
a clean elect�on, were seen �n the 2006 nat�onal elect�on, the f�rst s�nce 
RAMSI arr�ved �n Solomon Islands �n 2003. The Sogavare government, 
wh�ch assumed power �n May 2006, has made a pr�or�ty �ssues of good 
governance, qual�ty leadersh�p, the weed�ng out of corrupt�on, nat�onal 
heal�ng, decentral�sat�on and equ�table d�str�but�on of development and 
wealth. Though we face many challenges and d�ff�cult�es, we hope that 
w�th pol�t�cal stab�l�ty, a renewed wave of comm�tment and ded�cat�on by 
Solomon Islanders and the support of RAMSI, fr�endly nat�ons and donor 
partners, we w�ll ach�eve some of our goals.

When I was a small boy on Mala�ta Island �n the early 1960s, whenever a 
ra�nbow appeared �n the sky we were rem�nded by the elderly not to po�nt 
our f�ngers at �t. They told us that our f�ngers would be burnt or cooked. 
Th�s created a trad�t�on of fear and no one dared po�nt at ra�nbows when 
they appeared. In the B�ble, however, we are told that the ra�nbow �s God’s 
prom�se to us that He w�ll not destroy the Earth aga�n w�th floods. Th�s 
represents comm�tment and hope. Solomon Islands has exper�enced seasons 
of joy and sadness but perhaps no real progress �n �ts 30 years of pol�t�cal 
�ndependence. Dur�ng the flood represented by the soc�al cr�s�s between 
1998 and 2003, Solomon Islands nearly collapsed and d�s�ntegrated (Moore 
2004; Fraenkel 2004; Bennett 2002; Kabutaulaka 1999; D�nnen 2002). 



120 POLITICS AND STATE BUILDING IN SOLOMON ISLANDS

Fortunately, we saw a ra�nbow �n the sky �n July 2003, wh�ch represented 
not fear but hope. That ra�nbow was the Reg�onal Ass�stance M�ss�on to 
Solomon Islands (RAMSI) (Moore 2005; Kabutaulaka 2005; Wa�nwr�ght 
2005; Brown 2005; Full�love 2006). Then we saw another ra�nbow across 
our mounta�ns, �llum�nat�ng the tops of Tatuve on Guadalcanal and Alasa’a on 
Mala�ta, represent�ng a genu�ne w�sh for a new and better Solomon Islands. 
Th�s second ra�nbow was the 2006 general elect�on. It was the veh�cle to 
fac�l�tate th�s w�sh and hope. Much has been sa�d about arcs of �nstab�l�ty �n 
the Pac�f�c; these ra�nbows represent arcs of stab�l�ty and un�ty, reach�ng out 
to the d�fferent �slands, cultures and people �n Solomon Islands.

Th�s chapter h�ghl�ghts some aspects of nat�onal and electoral pol�t�cs �n 
Solomon Islands, d�scusses the 2006 nat�onal elect�ons (the f�rst after RAMSI 
arr�ved) and touches on the pol�c�es of the second Sogavare government, 
wh�ch came to off�ce �n May 2006. R�ght at the beg�nn�ng, I need to state 
my background and rat�onale. I have an academ�c �nterest �n the pol�t�cs 
and contemporary h�story of Solomon Islands (Alas�a 1988, 1989, 1997), 
but I am also a part�c�pant �n Solomon Islands pol�t�cs. I was �nvolved �n the 
2006 elect�on as an adv�ser to Job Dudley Taus�nga (one of the cand�dates 
for pr�me m�n�ster) and at the t�me of wr�t�ng was a pol�t�cal adv�sor to 
Pr�me M�n�ster Manasseh Sogavare. Dur�ng the 1980s, I served a term as 
M�n�ster for Educat�on and I was, for a t�me, an adv�ser to Sogavare dur�ng 
h�s f�rst term as pr�me m�n�ster �n 2000. For more than 20 years, I have 
been �nvolved �n the affa�rs of my nat�on. I am not a d�spass�onate outs�de 
observer; I am a knowledgeable �ns�der who has been able to talk openly 
and pr�vately w�th many Solomon Islands leaders, and �n my own small 
way have been able to shape government pol�cy. There are some drawbacks 
to th�s, as I am bound by an oath of secrecy and obv�ously �t �s not �n my 
�nterest to make publ�c �nformat�on that should rema�n pr�vate. The reader 
must accept th�s declarat�on and read on w�th �t �n m�nd. I bel�eve that I 
have enough academ�c �ntegr�ty to be able to separate pol�t�cal rhetor�c 
from the truth. At heart, I am a Solomon Islands nat�onal�st and, �n the 
conclus�on, I wear my nat�onal�st heart on my sleeve, stat�ng my thoughts 
as an �nd�genous Solomon Islander, not an academ�c. If Pac�f�c �slanders are 
to be �nvolved �n wr�t�ng about the h�story and pol�t�cs of our �slands, we 
must be part of a reconceptual�sat�on of the way we wr�te. Total academ�c 
detachment and d�stance �s not necessar�ly the way to decolon�se Pac�f�c 
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stud�es or prov�de an �nd�genous perspect�ve. One f�nal po�nt—th�s chapter 
was f�nal�sed �n October 2006 and therefore does not reflect developments 
s�nce that t�me.1 

The 2006 general elect�on was the seventh nat�onal elect�on s�nce the 
country ach�eved �ndependence �n 1978 (Moore 2004; Larmour w�th Tara 
1983). RAMSI was deployed to the Solomon Islands �n July 2003 at the 
�nv�tat�on of the Solomon Islands Parl�ament—pr�mar�ly to ass�st �n the 
restorat�on of law and order and secur�ty. In m�d 2003, the nat�on was sl�d�ng 
further �nto lawlessness, wh�ch forced the economy and state apparatus �nto 
near collapse. The soc�al cr�s�s from 1998 to 2000—wh�ch �n many ways 
extended unt�l the m�ddle of 2003—was the culm�nat�on of a range of negat�ve 
factors such as poor plann�ng by prev�ous adm�n�strat�ons, m�smanagement of 
the country’s resources, corrupt�on and land-tenure problems.

Dec�s�ons on land tenure are cruc�al to the future development of 
the nat�on. There are three types of land ownersh�p �n Solomon Islands: 
Crown, al�enated and customary land. E�ghty-f�ve per cent of land �s 
customary owned and th�s �s where the major�ty of the populat�on res�des 
(Larmour 1979:Append�x II, 249). Solomon Islands �s a nat�on of v�llages 
and v�llagers ex�st�ng ma�nly through subs�stence agr�culture. As such, �t 
�s v�llagers who hold the pr�nc�pal key to development and progress, and 
who are the real power-brokers �n terms of pol�t�cs. It �s the�r votes that 
dec�de the pol�t�cal future. Ord�nary v�llagers have, however, been left out 
of pol�t�cal and development processes for far too long, and they feel that 
the parl�ament �s not representat�ve of the�r v�ews. Part of the rehab�l�tat�on 
that �s requ�red �s effect�ve part�c�pat�on by rural Solomon Islanders �n the 
electoral process—whether for local, prov�nc�al or nat�onal leadersh�p. 
The Sogavare government elected �n 2006 has prom�sed to g�ve emphas�s 
to v�llage-level development �n a bel�ef that th�s �s the key to prosper�ty �n 
Solomon Islands.

The lead up to the 2006 general elect�ons
Parl�ament had �ts f�nal meet�ng �n December 2005 and was d�ssolved on 20 
December, and all members went home to prepare themselves for Chr�stmas 
and the general elect�on. The Apr�l 2006 general elect�ons d�ffered from 
prev�ous elect�ons �n at least three ways. F�rst, a larger number of pol�t�cal 
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part�es and group�ngs competed than ever before. For example, 10 pol�t�cal 
part�es or group�ngs contested the 1997 elect�ons and n�ne the 2001 elect�on. 
In the 2006 elect�ons, the number surged to 16. The party led by Sogavare—
the Solomon Islands Soc�al Cred�t (Socred) Party—f�elded a large number 
of cand�dates. Three other part�es were also led by former pr�me m�n�sters: 
Bart Ulufa’alu’s L�beral Party (wh�ch f�elded a s�m�lar number of cand�dates 
to Socred); the People’s All�ance Party (PAP), led by S�r Allan Kemakeza; 
and the Nasnol Pat� (Nat�onal Party), headed by Franc�s B�lly H�lly. Three of 
the pol�t�cal party leaders were c�t�zens of non-�nd�genous or�g�n: Ch�nese 
hotel�er S�r Tommy Chan led the Assoc�at�on of Independent Members of 
Parl�ament (AIMP), Dav�d Kwan led the Solomons F�rst Party and Bobo 
Dettke (of German and Guadalcanal descent) headed the One Nat�on Party. 
Several other party leaders were long-term pol�t�c�ans. Job Dudley Taus�nga, 
son of Ikan Rove—the Holy Mama or Supreme Author�ty of the Chr�st�an 
Fellowsh�p Church (Tuza 1977)—led the Solomon Islands Party for Rural 
Advancement (SIPRA). The Democrat�c Party was led by lawyer Gabr�el 
Sur�. Mala�tan John Garo headed the new Lafar� Party, and Bellona trade 
un�on�st Joses Tuhanuku led the Labour Party. Long-t�me pol�t�cal hopeful 
Mala�tan John Maet�a Kal�uae led the Un�ted Party. Kemuel Laete led the 
Solomon Islands Youth for Change Group, and Edward Ron�a headed the 
Chr�st�an All�ance Party. Cand�dates grouped loosely w�th the Nat�onal 
Counc�l of Women wh�ch, �n a sense, became another party, and other 
�ndependent cand�dates supplemented these formal pol�t�cal part�es.

A few of these part�es and group�ngs were well organ�sed and well 
prepared for the elect�on, wh�le others were heard of f�rst only a few 
weeks before the elect�on. PAP, the longest surv�v�ng pol�t�cal party, was 
well organ�sed, but �t suffered under �ts own we�ght and age. The prev�ous 
PAP-led government of S�r Allan Kemakeza had pa�d l�ttle or no attent�on to 
support�ng the party. Consequently, some PAP off�c�als became d�sgruntled 
and jo�ned other pol�t�cal part�es or group�ngs. In Solomon Islands, the 
government does not prov�de fund�ng to support party off�c�als, but th�s 
could change, as the new Sogavare government �ntends to �ntroduce 
regulat�ons to support party off�c�als and secretar�ats.

The second factor that made the 2006 general elect�on d�fferent from 
prev�ous polls was that �t generated a lot of �nterest and a greater number 
of �nd�v�dual cand�dates contested �t. There were 328 cand�dates �n the 2001 



 Ra�nbows across the mounta�ns 123

general elect�ons; �n 2006, there were 453 cand�dates, an �ncrease of 125. The 
2006 elect�on saw, for the f�rst t�me, a large number of women cand�dates (26). 
Interest�ngly, the prov�nce prov�d�ng the h�ghest number of women cand�dates 
(12, �nclud�ng three �n Hon�ara) was Mala�ta, wh�ch �s predom�nantly a 
patr�l�neal soc�ety. The next largest number came from Guadalcanal and Isabel 
prov�nces. The Nat�onal Counc�l of Women backed 15 of these cand�dates.

Some patterns rema�n the same �n each elect�on. There �s no prov�s�on for 
absentee vot�ng. Many Solomon Islanders returned to the�r v�llages all over 
the country to cast the�r votes, the�r tr�ps home often pa�d for by asp�r�ng 
pol�t�cal cand�dates (Wate 2006b). And, as usual, early �n the run up to the 
elect�on, �nd�v�dual cand�dates and the government attempted to clear the 
a�r on a number of �ssues. Some cand�dates manoeuvered to boost the�r 
�mage. For example, Joses Tuhanuku, the pres�dent of the Labour Party, 
called on voters to r�d pol�t�cs of Kemakeza.

The whole country knows that Allan Kemakeza was �nvolved �n a lot 
of very bad th�ngs dur�ng the ethn�c tens�on. When he became Pr�me 
M�n�ster �n 2001, he appo�nted the ex-m�l�tants w�th guns to be h�s body 
guards, now most of them are �n Rove pr�son and �t �s the RAMSI that 
�s guard�ng h�m…Because of h�s lack of v�s�on, Kemakeza has become a 
puppet for fore�gn �nterests, serv�ng not the nat�on but h�s own and h�s 
cron�es’ vested �nterests (Solomon Star 2006b).

Th�s call, however, fell on deaf ears. Even the fact that pol�ce had begun 
�nvest�gat�ons �nto Kemakeza’s alleged corrupt�on �n relat�on to huge pay-
outs he made to h�mself when he was M�n�ster of Nat�onal Un�ty, Peace and 
Reconc�l�at�on �n 2000—and allegat�ons about h�s relat�onsh�p w�th Geoffrey 
Moss, an Austral�an bus�nessman banned from Solomon Islands (Mamu 2006b; 
Ke�lor 2006)—d�d not affect h�s re-elect�on as MP for the Savo/Russells 
electorate. H�s re-elect�on could demonstrate that local alleg�ances mean more 
than allegat�ons of malpract�ce aga�nst a m�n�ster of the Crown.2 There was 
also a certa�n kudos attached to Kemakeza as a former pr�me m�n�ster and the 
man who had �nv�ted RAMSI to Solomon Islands (Mamu 2006g).

On the other hand, one of Kemakeza’s m�n�sters, Alfred Sasako, was 
not as fortunate. Sasako, a seasoned journal�st, created controversy w�th at 
least two d�plomat�c m�ss�ons �n Hon�ara—the Ta�wanese Embassy and the 
Austral�an H�gh Comm�ss�on. In h�s med�a exchanges w�th the Ta�wanese 
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Embassy, Sasako cla�med that he had spent SI$315,000—g�ven to h�m 
by Ta�wan to bu�ld a pol�ce house at Ato’�f� �n h�s const�tuency—but the 
Ta�wanese ambassador, Anton�a C.S. Chen, d�sputed th�s cla�m.

There were many w�thdrawals of cash from the project account, but no 
spec�f�c explanat�on was g�ven as to how the cash were [sic] spent…From 
the�r �n�t�al cost�ng, the mater�als w�ll cost $140,000. But �n the course 
of construct�on, they cla�med that they ran out of mater�als so they came 
back and asked for some more f�nance…then they ran out of mater�als 
and came back a th�rd t�me (Solomon Star 2006a).

Ambassador Chen po�nted out that the cost of the pol�ce house should 
have been much less than SI$315,000. Sasako also accused Austral�a 
of �nterfer�ng �n Solomon Islands’ �nternal affa�rs. The Austral�an H�gh 
Comm�ss�oner, Patr�ck Cole, descr�bed Sasako’s accusat�ons as baseless: 
‘[g]�ven the corrupt�on and good governance problem[s] faced �n the reg�on 
by some seek�ng to run offshore �nternat�onal sh�pp�ng reg�sters, Austral�a 
made no secret of �ts strong support for the [Solomon Islands government’s] 
dec�s�on not to proceed w�th establ�sh�ng a reg�ster of �ts own’ (Solomon 
Star 2006b).

A few days later, Pr�me M�n�ster Kemakeza sacked Sasako from the 
cab�net for unnecessar�ly caus�ng a st�r w�th two of Solomon Islands’ 
d�plomat�c fr�ends. Sasako’s outbursts and h�s w�dely publ�c�sed mar�tal 
�nf�del�ty—h�ghl�ghted on the front page of the Solomon Star—were adequate 
grounds for h�s const�tuents �n East Kwa�o to g�ve h�m a ‘thumbs down’ and 
he lost h�s seat.

Many other accusat�ons and exchanges of v�ews on var�ous �ssues, nat�onal 
and local, occurred dur�ng the run up to the elect�ons and on the campa�gn 
tra�l. Cand�dates and part�es campa�gned for good governance and qual�ty 
leadersh�p, the erad�cat�on of corrupt�on, fa�r d�str�but�on of development, 
un�ty and peace, law and order, econom�c recovery, the prov�s�on of adequate 
educat�on and health serv�ces and women’s �ssues. Most of all, however, 
they jockeyed for pos�t�on �n what was the most h�ghly contested race �n 
the nat�on’s h�story.

The newspapers carr�ed campa�gns for fa�r and honest elect�ons and 
adv�ce on the roles of MPs. Ind�v�duals such as Dr Kab�n� Sanga, a New 
Zealand-based Solomon Islander academ�c, wrote newspaper art�cles 
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expla�n�ng the role of MPs as lawmakers and leaders. School students, 
clergy and one former governor-general also had the�r say (Sanga 2006; 
Concerned Students, Woodford Internat�onal School 2006; Wate 2006e). 
The ed�tor�al �n the Solomon Star the day before the elect�on urged people 
not to be br�bed by small g�fts and prom�ses from cand�dates.

Forget about what others may say to you, or any mater�al goods that a 
cand�date has already g�ven you. When you go to the polls, �t �s you and 
your consc�ence alone. Forget about the cand�dates that gave you money 
or goods and asked you to vote for h�m or her. Forget about that relat�ve 
cand�date of yours who asked you to vote for h�m or her because he or 
she �s your relat�ve. Your future and that of your nat�on, �s much more 
�mportant than a bag of r�ce or $100. Th�s elect�on �s an opportun�ty for 
all of us to get r�d of former MPs who d�d noth�ng �n the last House, 
and replace them w�th qual�ty and capable ones. At the poll�ng stat�on 
tomorrow, let your consc�ence dec�de (Solomon Star 2006c). 

Two c�v�l soc�ety groups campa�gned strongly �n urban and rural areas. 
The f�rst was the AusAID-funded C�v�c Educat�on Project, wh�ch had teams 
�n all prov�nces creat�ng awareness to help c�t�zens vote w�sely. The second 
group was W�nds of Change, wh�ch, through �ts Clean Elect�on Campa�gn, 
d�d �ts best to �nsp�re all c�t�zens to vote honestly and w�sely. It urged s�tt�ng 
MPs, cand�dates and voters al�ke to s�gn a ‘Voter’s Pledge’ comm�tt�ng 
potent�al pol�t�c�ans not to accept br�bes or make false prom�ses, and for 
everyone to reject corrupt deal�ngs and vote sell�ng (F�gure 5.1). Some 
5,000 voters, MPs and cand�dates s�gned the pledge forms. Whether they 
comm�tted themselves honestly to the�r pledges �s another matter, but th�s 
at least rem�nded cand�dates that people were concerned about d�rty pol�t�cs 
and that voters should not be bought w�th money or false prom�ses (Wate 
2006a, 2006f; Mamu 2006c, 2006f, 2006h).

The th�rd factor that made the 2006 general elect�ons d�fferent from 
prev�ous elect�ons was the use of the s�ngle ballot box system. In�t�al 
cr�t�c�sms of th�s system abated after the electoral off�ce and a c�v�c educat�on 
team conducted a mass�ve educat�onal campa�gn among voters. The s�ngle 
ballot box system def�n�tely prevented the pract�ce of sell�ng votes or ballot 
papers on elect�on day, but what �t m�ght not have stopped was a range of 
last-m�nute and unwarranted act�v�t�es dur�ng the n�ght before elect�on 
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day. Th�s became known as the ‘dev�l’s n�ght’ because many cases of vote 
buy�ng took place. That th�s occurred �s common knowledge, but no one 
has challenged �t �n the courts.

No one pol�t�cal party or group was able to f�eld cand�dates for all 
50 electorates. The L�beral and Socred part�es sponsored more than 30 
cand�dates each, wh�le most part�es managed to f�eld between f�ve and 20 
cand�dates, w�th the Solomon Islands Youth for Change Group sponsor�ng 
only one cand�date �n East Hon�ara.

Figure 5.1 Advertisement for the Clean Election Campaign, by Winds of 
Change, promoting the voter’s pledge
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The 5 Apr�l 2006 nat�onal elect�ons: results
Three observer groups w�th 44 fore�gn observers from the Un�ted Nat�ons, 
the Commonwealth Secretar�at and the Pac�f�c Islands Forum, bolstered by 
local volunteers, were present dur�ng the elect�on �n Hon�ara and �n the 
prov�nces. They managed to v�s�t more than 150 of the 802 poll�ng stat�ons �n 
29 of the 50 electorates (Wate 2006c, 2006d; Mamu 2006d, 2006e). The 2006 
elect�on was an �mprovement on the 2001 elect�on because of the absence of 
guns and �nt�m�dat�on. The observer teams were sat�sf�ed and reported that 
the elect�ons were free, fa�r and conducted �n an orderly manner. In sp�te of 
th�s, some voters st�ll cla�med the elect�ons were b�ased and unfa�r.

Of the 342,119 reg�stered voters, 192,775, about 56 per cent, cast the�r 
votes �n a populat�on est�mated to be about 500,000. In 2001, there were 
178,083 votes cast from among 280,790 reg�stered voters, or 63 per cent 
(Mamu 2006a). The fact that one const�tuency d�d not go to the polls because 
the s�tt�ng member (Job Dudley Taus�nga) was returned unopposed meant 
that the percentage of those who voted �n 2006 was lower than �n 2001. 
Approx�mately 1,500 spo�lt votes were recorded throughout the nat�on, 
ma�nly because of uncerta�nt�es �n relat�on to us�ng the s�ngle ballot box, 
but also because of poor-qual�ty pr�nt�ng (Solomon Islands Government 
2006a).

It �s �nterest�ng to look back at my own pred�ct�ons made the day 
before the elect�on. I sa�d that no pol�t�cal party would w�n more than 
15 seats, wh�ch was a very d�fferent s�tuat�on from 1989, when Solomon 
Mamalon� won 26 seats and formed the only one-party government �n 
the h�story of the nat�on. My pred�ct�on of a coal�t�on government proved 
qu�te correct (Wate 2006g). Another typ�cal pattern �n Solomon Islands 
pol�t�cs also cont�nued: the 50-seat parl�ament had an equal share of old 
and new members. Unfortunately, none of the 26 female cand�dates won, 
once more mak�ng parl�ament a male-dom�nated affa�r. The ma�n problem 
for female cand�dates was that although they drew strong support dur�ng 
campa�gn�ng, the mood changed just before and on elect�on day because male 
relat�ves and husbands usually have the f�nal say on how women vote. Male 
cand�dates also had more money to buy votes. The average female cand�date 
had only SI$10,000–20,000 of personal funds ava�lable for campa�gn�ng, 
whereas male cand�dates often had access to SI$100,000–200,000 ga�ned 
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from bus�ness connect�ons. The legal max�mum under the Electoral Act �s 
SI$50,000 a cand�date, but �t �s very d�ff�cult to track how cand�dates spend 
money dur�ng the�r campa�gns. Fam�l�es are �ncl�ned to block vote. A spl�t 
for vot�ng purposes �s frowned on and, once more, women follow the lead of 
the fam�ly’s male voters. After the elect�on, the Nat�onal Counc�l of Women 
called for the �ntroduct�on of quotas for women members of parl�ament 
(Mamu 2006�). Of the democrat�c governments �n the world, about only 
10 have no female representat�ves—f�ve of these are �n the Pac�f�c.

The follow�ng seven pol�t�cal part�es or groups fa�led to ga�n a seat �n 
the present parl�ament: the One Nat�on Party, the Solomons F�rst Party, 
Solomons Chr�st�an All�ance Party, the Un�ted Party, the Labour Party, the 
Nat�onal Women’s Counc�l and the Solomon Islands Youth for Change Group. 
W�th the except�on of the Labour Party and the Un�ted Party, these were 
late contenders who appeared just a few weeks before the elect�on and had 
no real substance. Party flu�d�ty and �nstab�l�ty w�ll rema�n a major problem 
�n Solomon Islands pol�t�cs for some t�me. Th�s problem could be erad�cated 
by the Sogavare government’s plan to �ntroduce leg�slat�on to strengthen 
pol�t�cal part�es and d�scard Clause 66(2) of the nat�onal const�tut�on, wh�ch 
prov�des for the ex�stence of �ndependent groups �n parl�ament. The �n�t�al 
d�v�s�on when the new parl�ament sat was that the Socred Party ended up 
w�th two seats, AIMP had 11, PAP had four, SIPRA had f�ve, the Nasnol Pat� 
had f�ve, the L�berals had three, the Democrat�c Party had four, the Lafar� 
Party secured two seats and the rest were �ndependents (Solomon Islands 
Government 2006b). Th�s scenar�o changed dur�ng 2006 as MPs moved 
from one party to another, or from oppos�t�on to the government s�de, 
and as cab�net m�n�sters res�gned or were sacked. In �ts �n�t�al months, the 
Sogavare government ga�ned strength.

Format�on of a new government: the elect�on of Snyder R�n� as 
pr�me m�n�ster
Soon after the elect�on results were announced, new MPs made the�r way 
to Hon�ara for the vote for the pr�me m�n�stersh�p and the format�on of a 
new government. Only f�ve pol�t�c�ans s�gned the W�nds of Change pledge 
that they would not accept br�bes �n relat�on to the vote for pr�me m�n�ster 
(Mamu 2006k). Unal�gned pol�t�c�ans found themselves wooed, cajoled 
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and f�nessed by all groups; rumour has �t that some MPs were br�bed w�th 
between SI$20,000 and SI$60,000 to change s�des, but all groups den�ed th�s. 
Th�s scene descr�bed �n the Solomon Star (Mamu 2006l) �s typ�cal: Mart�n Maga 
(MP for Temotu Pele) and Japhet Wa�pora (MP for West Mak�ra) arr�ved �n 
Hon�ara on a domest�c fl�ght on 12 Apr�l. S�r Tommy Chan beat Patteson Ot� 
to the a�rport and wh�sked them away to h�s Hon�ara Hotel. Ot� marched �n, 
forcefully removed them and sped them off to the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel 
(Mamu 2006l). The AIMP, PAP and Lafar� members set up camp at Chan’s 
Hon�ara Hotel, �mmed�ately cla�m�ng 24 MPs (Mamu 2006j). People were 
clearly �rr�tated w�th the Kemakeza government and w�th th�s attempt by the 
same group to hold power. Many Solomon Islanders wanted change, wh�ch 
showed �n the f�nal al�gnment of members. All other pol�t�cal part�es outs�de 
the Hon�ara Hotel camp held a jo�nt meet�ng, cha�red by Job Taus�nga, on 11 

Apr�l and agreed that they would organ�se themselves w�th the a�m of form�ng 
an alternat�ve government. On 12 Apr�l, all members of the Socred Party, 
the Democrat�c Party, SIPRA, the Nasnol Part�, the L�beral Party and some 
�ndependents met at the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel to d�scuss the �dea of s�gn�ng 
a memorandum of understand�ng (MOU) to gu�de and govern the�r work�ng 
relat�onsh�p, and to comm�t to form�ng the next government.

Dur�ng the meet�ng, 26 MPs s�gned the MOU and four more prom�sed 
to jo�n. Even w�th those who s�gned up on 12 Apr�l, the coal�t�on already 
represented more than half the 50-member parl�ament (Mamu 2006m). The 
Iron Bottom Sound group agreed to conduct an �nternal elect�on and beg�n an 
el�m�nat�on process to conf�rm one cand�date for the post of pr�me m�n�ster. 
Th�s vote took place on 13 Apr�l: the cand�dates were Taus�nga, Patteson 
Ot�, Derek S�kua, Joses Sanga and M�lner Tozaka. One notable absence was 
Sogavare and the other Socred Party MPs. Because of a m�sunderstand�ng, 
they d�d not part�c�pate �n the �nternal elect�on even though they had s�gned 
the MOU the prev�ous day. After the s�gn�ng of the MOU, Sogavare and h�s 
group (wh�ch then numbered about f�ve MPs) decamped to the Pac�f�c Cas�no 
Hotel and prepared to consol�date the�r numbers for the �nternal el�m�nat�on 
process. When Sogavare and h�s group arr�ved at the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel 
on 13 Apr�l to part�c�pate �n the �nternal elect�on, a commot�on took place 
dur�ng wh�ch they were accused of try�ng to destab�l�se th�s camp. As a result, 
Sogavare’s group w�thdrew and conf�rmed the format�on of a th�rd pol�t�cal 
camp at the Pac�f�c Cas�no Hotel.
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Before the el�m�nat�on process, all cand�dates who contested the 
leadersh�p s�gned an �mportant pledge. They prom�sed that, even �f they lost, 
they would rema�n part of the group and support the w�nn�ng cand�date, 
who would eventually be the�r nom�nee for the post of pr�me m�n�ster. After 
four rounds of vot�ng, Taus�nga was declared the group’s cand�date. After that 
el�m�nat�on, only one cand�date (M�lner Tozaka) broke h�s pledge and left to 
jo�n the Hon�ara Hotel Group, wh�ch had endorsed as �ts cand�date Snyder 
R�n� (the deputy pr�me m�n�ster and educat�on m�n�ster �n the prev�ous 
government). By 13 Apr�l, �t was obv�ous that three pol�t�cal groups would 
compete for the pr�me m�n�ster�al post at the f�rst meet�ng of parl�ament 
on 18 Apr�l. On Fr�day 14 Apr�l, the governor-general announced the three 
cand�dates for the post of pr�me m�n�ster: Taus�nga, Sogavare and R�n�. Had 
Sogavare rema�ned w�th the Iron Bottom Sound group, Taus�nga would 
have become the new pr�me m�n�ster; however, w�th three groups at three 
d�fferent locat�ons, a complex round of campa�gn�ng occurred dur�ng the 
several days before the vote. The many negot�at�ons between the three 
pol�t�cal camps were also played out �n the med�a. The Taus�nga-led group 
cla�med �t had the numbers to form the next government, wh�le R�n�’s 
group counter-cla�med and assured the nat�on that �t had the numbers to 
form government. W�ld cla�ms were made and, at one stage, bas�c ar�thmet�c 
suggested that there were 72 MPs �nvolved—�n a 50-seat parl�ament.

Sogavare’s camp held the balance of power because �t had 10–11 
members at any one t�me, and �t seemed poss�ble that Sogavare could pull 
support from R�n�’s and Taus�nga’s groups to form government. There 
was also the poss�b�l�ty that Sogavare—who had already served as pr�me 
m�n�ster—would back Taus�nga because he was the longest serv�ng MP and 
because of the nature of Taus�nga’s electorate, wh�ch was the most stable �n 
the nat�on. In pract�ce, other forces were at play; 17 Apr�l was the second 
‘dev�l’s n�ght’, w�th cont�nuous tw�sts and turns. Dur�ng the n�ght, the Iron 
Bottom Sound group heard conf�dent�al reports that Sogavare was w�ll�ng to 
back Taus�nga. Taus�nga’s camp d�d manage to get Sogavare and h�s group’s 
support, but �t was later alleged that R�n� offered a better deal �n terms of 
portfol�o arrangements and poss�ble project f�nanc�ng. In sp�te of th�s, the 
Taus�nga camp was st�ll conf�dent of w�nn�ng, even though the number of 
MPs support�ng h�m fluctuated between 22 and 23. The number of MPs �n 
R�n�’s camp fluctuated between 17 and 18.
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On the morn�ng of the parl�amentary vote, the MPs at the Iron Bottom 
Sound Hotel had breakfast and, after a short prayer, 20 of them boarded a 
bus wh�le two others went �n pr�vate veh�cles. A large crowd had already 
gathered outs�de Parl�ament House. The governor-general, ass�sted by 
the clerk to the nat�onal parl�ament and the attorney-general, conducted 
the elect�on. After the f�rst round, Taus�nga polled 22 votes, R�n� 17 and 
Sogavare 11 (Mamu 2006n). In the f�nal round after Sogavare had been 
el�m�nated, R�n� polled 27 votes and Taus�nga 23. When the Governor-
General, S�r Nathan�el Waena, f�rst appeared on the balcony of parl�ament 
and presented R�n� as the new pr�me m�n�ster of Solomon Islands, there 
was a negat�ve react�on from the wa�t�ng crowd. People began shout�ng 
‘Corrupt�on’, ‘Waku [Ch�nese] government’, ‘Same old government’ and 
‘We want Taus�nga’. The crowd was unhappy to see Kemakeza’s former 
deputy as the new pr�me m�n�ster. They cla�med that R�n�’s government 
would be the same as �ts predecessor—full of corrupt�on and a puppet to 
Ch�nese bus�nessmen such as S�r Tommy Chan and Robert Goh. The crowd 
at parl�ament def�n�tely d�d not accept the dec�s�on and was horr�f�ed at the 
thought of another four years under ‘As�an �nfluence’.3

The ‘Black Tuesday’ r�ots
From just after m�dday unt�l 6pm, the crowd prevented the new pr�me 
m�n�ster and h�s supporters leav�ng parl�ament. Only the 22 MPs who had 
voted for Taus�nga were allowed to pass. The s�tuat�on was unprecedented. 
At one stage, the RAMSI Part�c�pat�ng Pol�ce Force (PPF) and secur�ty 
tr�ed to help R�n� escape, but they were stoned; several PPF off�cers were 
�njured. PPF re�nforcements arr�ved w�th r�ot gear, ready to do battle. The 
Speaker of Parl�ament, S�r Peter Ken�lorea, appealed to the crowd to go 
home and to respect the parl�ament’s dec�s�on, but they would not l�sten 
to h�m. As the afternoon went on, the s�tuat�on deter�orated. The crowd 
torched and burned several RAMSI veh�cles and about 50 RAMSI/PPF 
personnel were hurt. Ken�lorea also appealed to the PPF not to use tear-
gas, but was �gnored. The use of tear-gas certa�nly aggravated the s�tuat�on. 
Luck�ly, no one was k�lled.

Another crowd had massed �n Po�nt Cruz, the centre of Hon�ara, and just 
after 3pm they began to loot nearby shops. The�r numbers were swelled by 
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the crowd from parl�ament (wh�ch �s just above the Po�nt Cruz area) and, 
after 6pm, the new crowd moved �nto Ch�natown (a half-hour’s walk away) 
select�vely burn�ng and loot�ng Ch�nese-owned shops and bus�nesses. About 
600 Ch�nese fled to the Rove Pol�ce Club for safety. Some Ch�nese were 
a�rl�fted out of the country dur�ng the next few days, but for those who 
stayed, Rove became a refugee camp for several weeks where the Solomon 
Islands Red Cross looked after them. Wh�le many returned to ma�nland 
Ch�na, most are now back �n Hon�ara, although not �n Ch�natown, wh�ch 
has not yet been rebu�lt.

After the crowd left parl�ament, the pr�me m�n�ster and members of 
the new government were moved to the Rove pol�ce headquarters under 
t�ght secur�ty and rema�ned there for that n�ght and the next day. Loot�ng and 
burn�ng cont�nued around Ch�natown unt�l the next day. RAMSI and the PPF 
were �ll prepared and could do l�ttle. RAMSI plann�ng had cut the pol�ce force, 
remov�ng most of the off�cers and temporar�ly weaken�ng the force’s capac�ty 
to deal w�th cr�ses. The pol�ce chose, w�sely, not to aggravate the crowd and 
looters, as they really could do noth�ng aga�nst the mob; consequently, however, 
local and PPF pol�ce stood helplessly by as m�ll�ons of dollars worth of stock 
was looted and almost all bu�ld�ngs �n Ch�natown were destroyed. There was 
also some damage �n surround�ng suburbs, such as Kukum. I was w�th the 
Taus�nga camp and the s�tuat�on �n Hon�ara was st�ll very tense when we held 
meet�ngs at the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel to assess and mon�tor developments. 
Later that day, two MPs who had voted for R�n�—Patr�ck Vahoe and Trevor 
Olovae—crossed over to jo�n Taus�nga’s camp. They had been under pressure 
from the�r const�tuents to sw�tch s�des.

The next day, 19 Apr�l, 1,000 people marched to Government House to 
present a pet�t�on to the governor-general to remove R�n�. Waena thanked 
them and told them to go home, prom�s�ng that he would seek legal adv�ce 
before respond�ng to the�r pet�t�on �n a l�ve broadcast on nat�onal rad�o �n 
two hours. The crowd had been well behaved, unt�l, on the way back down 
the h�ll, they stopped to burn Robert Goh’s res�dence at East Kola R�dge 
and burned and looted the Pac�f�c Cas�no Hotel, where Goh had h�s off�ce. 
Goh always cla�med that h�s �nvolvement �n government was l�m�ted to a 
one-dollar annual fee, but few bel�eved h�m. The r�oters cla�med that Goh, 
a shareholder �n the Pac�f�c Cas�no Hotel, and h�s company, wh�ch aud�ted 
government accounts, had s�phoned off m�ll�ons of dollars under Kemakeza’s 
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adm�n�strat�on. Goh’s was the only pr�vate house del�berately targeted by 
the mob. Patr�ck Leong, the ma�n owner of the Pac�f�c Cas�no Hotel, later 
accused RAMSI of not adequately protect�ng h�s property. Fool�shly, he 
had rel�ed on RAMSI pol�ce for protect�on and had refused an offer from 
members of the nearby Mala�tan F�sh�ng V�llage to protect h�s property (for 
a cons�derable pr�ce).

As prom�sed, on the even�ng of 19 Apr�l, �n a l�ve address to the nat�on, 
the governor-general responded to the pet�t�oners’ demand and expla�ned 
that, as the defender of the nat�onal const�tut�on, he would not encourage 
R�n� to res�gn. R�n� stressed that he would not res�gn because th�s would 
set a bad precedent; he den�ed that he had bought votes and den�ed any 
As�an �nfluence on h�s government. The next day, three �mportant events 
occurred: under t�ght secur�ty, R�n� was sworn �n as pr�me m�n�ster; the 
governor-general �mposed a curfew, from 6pm to 6am (Laman� 2006; 
Wasuka 2006a); and extra troops arr�ved from Townsv�lle. The oppos�t�on 
then lodged a mot�on of no conf�dence �n the pr�me m�n�ster as well as 
a mot�on to d�ssolve parl�ament, and called on the governor-general to 
convene parl�ament. These act�ons were pr�mar�ly to ensure that the cr�s�s 
would be solved only on the floor of parl�ament. The governor-general duly 
convened parl�ament on 26 Apr�l.

Over two days, one-quarter of the commerc�al centre of Hon�ara had 
been destroyed and a fore�gn rac�al group targeted. Church leaders and 
ord�nary Solomon Islanders apolog�sed to the Ch�nese for the destruct�on of 
the�r property. One of the f�rst to do so was Archb�shop Adr�an Sm�th of the 
Cathol�c Church, and the Vat�can was one of the f�rst fore�gn governments 
to ass�st the Ch�nese refugees, w�th a small donat�on of SI$38,000. One 
long-t�me Ch�nese res�dent and leader, S�r Henry Quan, had forewarned 
�n early 2006 that the new Ch�nese �mm�grants were caus�ng problems for 
the establ�shed Ch�nese res�dents. Many of these ‘new’ Ch�nese had been 
�nvolved �n scandals and corrupt pract�ces, such as the fraudulent �ssu�ng 
of passports for remunerat�on, wh�ch allowed them to rece�ve Solomon 
Islands c�t�zensh�p after only two years, �nstead of the normal 10. Indeed, 
the looters d�d not target bus�nesses belong�ng to Quan, George Wu or Aba 
Corporat�on, the owners of wh�ch were long-t�me Ch�nese res�dents and 
Solomon Islands c�t�zens. The Chan fam�ly of Hon�ara Hotel also surv�ved w�th 
the�r assets �ntact, due to the�r substant�al pr�vate defence force and the help of 
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the Angl�can Melanes�an Brothers, who unleashed the�r rel�g�ous mana (power) 
on behalf of Chan’s hotel. After the r�ots, Quan was forthr�ght �n say�ng that 
some of the new Ch�nese were to blame for the unfortunate s�tuat�on. He was 
also very cr�t�cal of RAMSI’s PPF for �ts lack of preparedness.

The 26 Apr�l meet�ng of parl�ament: Pr�me M�n�ster R�n� res�gns
The numbers game cont�nued, but at least th�s t�me, there were only two 
pol�t�cal groups: R�n�’s and Taus�nga’s, each w�th 25 MPs. The pol�t�cal 
s�tuat�on was st�ll uncerta�n as no MP really wanted to sw�tch s�des. On 
25 Apr�l, a day before the meet�ng of parl�ament, Steve Abana, the MP 
for Fataleka—sens�ng that no camp would g�ve way to the other—made a 
breakthrough w�th the �dea of �nv�t�ng Sogavare and h�s colleague Clay Soalao� 
(MP for Temotu Vatud) to jo�n forces w�th Taus�nga. Th�s would �ncrease 
that s�de’s pos�t�on to 27 MPs. To break the pol�t�cal deadlock, Taus�nga 
acted for the betterment of the nat�on, rel�nqu�shed h�s b�d for the post 
of pr�me m�n�ster and offered to support Sogavare. I had been �nvolved �n 
Taus�nga’s pol�t�cal campa�gn and had the opportun�ty of d�scuss�ng th�s very 
�mportant matter. We agreed that �t had to be done. Th�s humble gesture by 
Taus�nga w�ll go down �n the nat�on’s pol�t�cal h�story as one of the greatest 
moments: an act that saved the nat�on from more turmo�l.4 On 26 Apr�l, 
just before parl�ament met, Sogavare and Soalao� (who were st�ll cab�net 
m�n�sters �n the R�n� government) arr�ved at the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel 
and accompan�ed Taus�nga to parl�ament.

There was a heavy RAMSI m�l�tary and secur�ty presence around 
Parl�ament House. The mot�on of no conf�dence �n R�n� was scheduled to be 
moved dur�ng the meet�ng; however, before mov�ng �t, the outspoken MP for 
Temotu Nende, Patteson Ot�, made a statement �n parl�ament recommend�ng 
that Pr�me M�n�ster R�n� res�gn rather than face the no-conf�dence vote, as 
he no longer had the necessary support. R�n� was surpr�sed to see two of h�s 
m�n�sters s�tt�ng on the oppos�t�on bench and he asked the parl�ament for 
a br�ef adjournment for consultat�on purposes. When parl�ament resumed 
half an hour later, R�n� acted honourably, �n compl�ance w�th trad�t�on and 
the nat�onal const�tut�on: he res�gned on the floor of parl�ament. After e�ght 
days �n off�ce, R�n� became the shortest serv�ng pr�me m�n�ster �n Solomon 
Islands h�story (Wasuka 2006b, 2006c).
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After R�n�’s res�gnat�on, there were shouts of jub�lat�on �n the streets of 
Hon�ara, as people felt that R�n� had f�nally l�stened to them (Rusa 2006). 
The repercuss�ons of the r�ots cont�nued, however, w�th fears that essent�al 
food �tems, prov�ded ma�nly by Ch�nese shops, would run out. Th�s was only 
temporary and the econom�c effects of the r�ots were not ser�ous except, 
of course, for the Ch�nese shop-owners. The f�nal pol�t�cal fall-out was 
more devastat�ng than the �n�t�al food shortage. Two Hon�ara MPs, Charles 
Dausabea and Nelson Ne’e, were arrested and placed �n pol�ce custody, as 
they were alleged to have been �nvolved �n orchestrat�ng the r�ots. The overall 
s�tuat�on �mproved and the curfew was l�fted on 27 Apr�l. People were free 
once aga�n to move around the cap�tal after dark (Wate 2006h).

The elect�on of Manasseh Sogavare as pr�me m�n�ster—4 May 
When nom�nat�ons for pr�me m�n�ster opened on 27 Apr�l, the pol�t�cal 
group at Iron Bottom Sound Hotel nom�nated Sogavare as �ts cand�date, w�th 
Taus�nga, S�kua, Ot� and Ulufa’alu (whom Sogavare had replaced as pr�me 
m�n�ster �n 2000) as h�s nom�nees. The R�n� camp put forward Fred Fono, the 
MP for Central Kwara’ae, as the�r cand�date (Wate 2006�). For the f�rst t�me 
�n Solomon Islands’ pol�t�cal h�story, a second round of campa�gn�ng for the 
elect�on of a pr�me m�n�ster was held w�th�n a month. The pol�t�cal s�tuat�on 
was st�ll tense and uncerta�n, because, after the arrests of Dausabea and Ne’e, 
the Sogavare camp decreased by two to 25 MPs, wh�le Fono ma�nta�ned 23 
members. The Sogavare group consol�dated �ts numbers by hold�ng a ser�es of 
da�ly meet�ngs. There was t�ght secur�ty to prevent agents from the other group 
com�ng �n to lure members away. The same was true of Fono’s camp, backed 
by the AIMP, PAP, Lafar� Party and the Independent Group (Wate 2006j).

The party leaders w�th�n the Sogavare group appo�nted a draft�ng 
comm�ttee to draw up new pol�cy �n�t�at�ves �n the event of Sogavare’s 
elect�on as pr�me m�n�ster. I was appo�nted the cha�rman of the comm�ttee 
and our task was to harmon�se the d�fferent v�ews on a w�de range of �ssues 
ra�sed �n the man�festos of the s�x pol�t�cal part�es and groups, namely 
the Socred, L�beral, SIPRA, Democrat�c and Nasnol part�es and a few 
�ndependents. The pr�or�ty at that stage, however, was to consol�date the 
group support�ng Sogavare. The f�nal meet�ng on the afternoon of 3 May 
was attended by 25 MPs, w�th the support of the two MPs �n custody.
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Dur�ng the n�ght of 3 May, secur�ty personnel at the Iron Bottom Sound 
Hotel conf�rmed that Fono’s agents had tr�ed all n�ght to lure at least two 
Mala�tan MPs from the Sogavare camp. Fono even gave a note to a sen�or 
secur�ty off�cer, Medley Kwalumanu, prom�s�ng h�m SI$10,000 �f he could 
persuade the MP for Lau/Mbalelea, Samuel Bentley Rogos�man�, and the MP 
for East Kwa�o, Stanley Sofu, to change s�des. Th�s note was kept as ev�dence. 
Several weeks later, when Fono cla�med that Sogavare’s camp used d�rty tact�cs 
before the elect�on, Kwalumanu spoke out aga�nst Fono �n the med�a, call�ng 
h�m a hypocr�te, and the note bear�ng Fono’s s�gnature and mob�le phone 
number was publ�shed �n the Solomon Star (Wate 2006l). Th�s s�lenced Fono.

On 18 Apr�l, the crowd outs�de Parl�ament House had been no�sy. On 
4 May, �t was s�lent, wa�t�ng nervously for the result of the contest between 
Sogavare and Fono. The governor-general had agreed that the two MPs who 
were �n pol�ce custody could part�c�pate �n the elect�on. A b�zarre scene ensued 
as parl�ament wa�ted wh�le two off�c�als, accompan�ed by pol�ce, went to the 
pol�ce cells so Dausabea and Ne’e could cast the�r votes (Wasuka 2006d).5 After 
only one round of vot�ng, Sogavare polled 28 votes to Fono’s 22.6 Sogavare 
was duly elected pr�me m�n�ster for the second t�me. When the wa�t�ng crowd 
rece�ved th�s elect�on result, there was shout�ng and cr�es of del�ght �n the 
streets and veh�cles blared the�r horns. At the Iron Bottom Sound Hotel, the 
MPs who had voted for Sogavare wa�ted for the pr�me m�n�ster-elect s�ng�ng 
hymns of pra�se. When Sogavare arr�ved, B�shop Lesl�e Boseto, the MP for 
South Cho�seul, sa�d prayers of thanksg�v�ng. Taus�nga was the last MP Sogavare 
embraced and they sat down together to enjoy the celebrat�ons.

Manasseh Sogavare was born on 17 January 1955 �n Papua New Gu�nea. A 
Seventh-day Advent�st from eastern Cho�seul, he left h�gh school �n 1974 to 
become a clerk �n the Hon�ara Consumers Cooperat�ve shop, but soon moved 
to another cler�cal pos�t�on, �n the Inland Revenue D�v�s�on of the M�n�stry 
of F�nance. Sogavare rose through the ranks to become the Comm�ss�oner 
for Inland Revenue �n 1991 and permanent secretary �n the M�n�stry of 
F�nance �n 1993. He res�gned �n 1994 because of a d�sagreement w�th the 
Mamalon� government, and went to study account�ng and econom�cs at 
the Un�vers�ty of the South Pac�f�c �n Suva, F�j�. He won the East Cho�seul 
seat �n the 1997 elect�ons and became m�n�ster for f�nance �n the Ulufa’alu 
government. Sacked �n 1999, Sogavare became leader of the oppos�t�on and 
completed a flex�ble-del�very Masters degree �n management stud�es from 
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Wa�kato Un�vers�ty. When Sogavare took over from Ulufa’alu �n late June 
2000, large forces were pos�t�oned aga�nst h�m. H�s f�rst pr�me m�n�stersh�p 
was a balanc�ng act, as he had to placate the Mala�ta Eagle Force (MEF) 
and the Isatabu Freedom Movement (IFM). After the general elect�on �n 
December 2001, he became leader of the oppos�t�on for a per�od.

By the t�me he was voted �n as pr�me m�n�ster for the second t�me, he 
was a much w�ser man, and well blooded �n the pol�t�cal arena. A powerfully 
bu�lt mart�al arts expert w�th the d�st�nct�ve jet-black sk�n typ�cal of the 
western Solomons, Sogavare �s phys�cally �mpress�ve. He dresses well and 
has p�erc�ng eyes. A day after h�s elect�on, Sogavare announced h�s new 
cab�net l�ne-up, but two appo�ntments d�d not go down well w�th the 
publ�c or overseas observers: Dausabea and Ne’e were offered portfol�os, 
w�th the just�f�cat�on that they had been charged but should be presumed 
�nnocent unt�l conv�cted. The s�tuat�on was made worse when Sogavare 
offered Dausabea the pol�ce and nat�onal secur�ty portfol�o. Nat�onal and 
�nternat�onal commentators r�d�culed Sogavare, spo�l�ng what had unt�l then 
been support from all s�des. Austral�a’s Fore�gn M�n�ster, Alexander Downer, 
was scath�ng, but, as Sogavare sa�d at the t�me, Austral�a and members of 
RAMSI had no r�ght ‘to �nterfere �n matters concern�ng the appo�ntment or 
removal of m�n�sters w�th�n the Government of Solomon Islands’ (Wasuka 
2006e). After local pressure was appl�ed, however, caretaker m�n�sters 
were appo�nted and, a l�ttle later, Dausabea’s and Ne’e’s appo�ntments were 
w�thdrawn (O’Callaghan 2006; Wate 2006k; Wasuka 2006f).

Two weeks later, the Grand Coal�t�on for Change pol�cy framework 
document was released. In the foreword, Pr�me M�nster Sogavare wrote

[t]he Grand Coal�t�on for Change Government �s very ser�ous about 
lead�ng th�s country �n the d�rect�on that w�ll benef�t and upl�ft the people 
of Solomon Islands. To th�s end, �t has to be reform m�nded, people focused 
and rules based. It w�ll remove barr�ers that �mpede ‘development w�th 
a human face’ to occur at the grassroots level and w�ll carry out pol�c�es 
through government structures that w�ll del�ver results. The GCC 
government’s v�s�on �s to g�ve th�s country hope, prosper�ty and peace �n a 
secure env�ronment (Grand Coal�t�on for Change Government 2006).

The document focused pr�nc�pally on a bottom-up approach to rural 
development, wh�ch was to be �mplemented once funds were allocated �n 
the February 2007 nat�onal budget.
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Of the many press�ng �ssues the government faced, the ma�n ones were: 
understand�ng the causes of the Hon�ara r�ots; determ�n�ng the future 
relat�onsh�p w�th RAMSI; federal�sm; the need to restore eth�cal leadersh�p; 
establ�sh�ng a comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry �nto land deal�ngs on Guadalcanal before 
the cr�s�s; and the need for a truth and reconc�l�at�on comm�ss�on relat�ng 
to the 1998–2000 cr�s�s per�od.

W�th regard to the Apr�l 2006 Hon�ara r�ots, a comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry 
was establ�shed to look �nto �ts causes; unfortunately, however, attempts 
were made to dera�l �t. The appo�nted cha�rman, former Austral�an judge 
Marcus E�nfeld, came under scrut�ny �n the Austral�an and Solomon Islands 
press for exaggerat�ng h�s qual�f�cat�ons and anomal�es �n other legal matters 
(Mamu 2006o, 2006q; Wate 2006s; Nason 2006; Merr�tt 2006; Andrus�ak 
and Merr�tt 2006; Merr�tt and Andrus�ak 2006). In the Solomon Islands, 
Attorney-General, Pr�mo Afeau, challenged Sogavare �n court over two of the 
�nqu�ry’s terms of reference concern�ng Ne’e and Dausabea. He argued that 
they should not be �ncluded �n the comm�ss�on’s br�ef as th�s would const�tute 
contempt of court (Mamu 2006p, 2006q; Afeau 2006; Wate 2006n, 2006o; 
Sogavare 2006) because Dausabea’s and Ne’e’s cases were already be�ng 
tr�ed. In h�s del�berat�ons on 6 September, however, Just�ce John Brown of 
the H�gh Court ruled that the two terms d�d not const�tute contempt as the 
comm�ss�on had not begun. The two terms were, f�rst, for the comm�ss�on to 
�nvest�gate the role of any MP (�nclud�ng Dausabea and Ne’e) �n the execut�on 
of the Apr�l c�v�l unrest; and second, to rev�ew the c�rcumstances relat�ng to 
the arrest, charg�ng and detent�on of those accused, as well as to �nvest�gate 
and evaluate the bas�s on wh�ch the�r cont�nued detent�on �n custody was 
reasonably just�f�ed and not pol�t�cally mot�vated. The comm�ss�on was set 
to proceed w�th �ts work. Sogavare �n�t�ally stood by E�nfeld and the terms 
of the comm�ss�on, but he eventually gave �n—replac�ng E�nfeld as head of 
the comm�ss�on w�th a ret�red Papua New Gu�nea judge. He also eventually 
backed down over the two content�ous terms of reference.

There were allegat�ons that RAMSI and the Austral�an H�gh Comm�ss�on 
played a part �n attempts to dera�l the comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry because �t m�ght 
f�nd fault w�th the RAMSI pol�ce and the Austral�an pol�ce comm�ss�oner 
for not do�ng enough to conta�n the r�ots.7 On 12 September, the Austral�an 
H�gh Comm�ss�oner, Patr�ck Cole, was expelled—a severe move that 
no government would take w�thout great provocat�on. Unw�ll�ng to 
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countenance the cont�nued bully�ng and cr�t�c�sm by Austral�a and Cole—
who was accused of try�ng to stop external fund�ng of the comm�ss�on—and 
g�ven Cole’s prev�ous behav�our, wh�ch had led R�n� to ask for h�s recall, 
Sogavare ordered that Cole be removed (Wate 2006t; Walters 2006). 
Austral�a’s Fore�gn M�n�ster, Alexander Downer, countered by say�ng that 
he bel�eved the expuls�on was ‘a personal�sed attack for no good reason’ 
(ABC 2006) and that the Sogavare government was us�ng the comm�ss�on 
of �nqu�ry to cloak the nefar�ous act�v�t�es of Dausabea and Ne’e, as well as 
to attack RAMSI. Others have suggested that Sogavare has been beholden 
to Dausabea s�nce 2000, when he and other Mala�tans supported Sogavare’s 
nom�nat�on as pr�me m�n�ster (Man�mu 2006). There has also been cr�t�c�sm 
of the relat�onsh�p between Sogavare and Jul�an Mot�, an Austral�an lawyer 
of Indo-F�j�an descent, who has become m�xed up �n the legal wrangl�ng 
over the comm�ss�on. Aspects of Mot�’s past have led to quest�ons about 
h�s su�tab�l�ty for off�ce (Downer has also been scath�ng about Mot�). 
Nevertheless, Mot� was made a QC and was appo�nted to replace Afeau as 
attorney-general (Wate 2006q, 2006r; Eremae 2006; Ken�lorea 2006; Mot� 
2006). Dur�ng th�s d�ff�cult t�me, Austral�a’s med�a behaved d�sgracefully 
�n �ts unwarranted attacks on the Solomon Islands government (Sydney 
Morn�ng Herald 2006; Skehan 2006; Sher�dan 2006; Walters 2006; The 
Austral�an 2006).

The second press�ng �ssue for the new government was to arr�ve at 
some understand�ng w�th RAMSI to strengthen the partnersh�p, tak�ng �nto 
account areas �n wh�ch RAMSI should start tra�n�ng Solomon Islanders to 
take over from �t, even �f th�s takes another f�ve or so years. The government 
agreed that RAMSI has a role to play �n rehab�l�tat�ng Solomon Islands and 
�t renewed �ts tenure �n 2006, but a thorough reassessment was cons�dered 
necessary. The Sogavare government was reassert�ng nat�onal sovere�gnty and 
RAMSI seemed uneasy about th�s. RAMSI and part�cularly Austral�a as the 
major partner were largely able to have the�r own way w�th the Kemakeza 
government between 2003 and early 2006. The ease w�th wh�ch they could 
‘handle’ the Solomon Islands government no longer ex�sts and RAMSI and 
Austral�a are smart�ng under the stra�n of deal�ng w�th the �ndependent 
Sogavare government.

The th�rd lead�ng �ssue was the long-stand�ng w�sh by the major�ty of 
Solomon Islanders to �mplement federal�sm. The costs �nvolved �n establ�sh�ng 
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federal�sm and the shape �t w�ll take have not yet been conf�rmed—the matter 
was to be f�nal�sed �n 2007 through a nat�onal �ndependent const�tut�onal 
congress. A few prov�nces have already prepared themselves for federal�sm. 
For example, Mak�ra/Ulawa Prov�nce has passed an ord�nance known as the 
Commun�ty Governance Reg�me, wh�ch �nvolves sett�ng up ward counc�ls 
of ch�efs and ward development author�t�es. Interest�ngly, they do not want 
new elect�ons or a state parl�ament (see Scales, th�s volume).

The fourth major �ssue was to ensure that eth�cal leadersh�p �s pract�sed; 
th�s �nvolves weed�ng out corrupt�on and bad governance. The government 
commenced prepar�ng several p�eces of leg�slat�on, �nclud�ng an ant�-
corrupt�on b�ll, a pol�t�cal part�es �ntegr�ty b�ll and a code of conduct for all 
MPs. It �s gall�ng to have the Austral�an pr�me m�n�ster and fore�gn m�n�ster 
accuse the Sogavare government of corrupt�on when �t �s try�ng hard to 
�ntroduce mechan�sms that w�ll place l�m�ts on corrupt�on. 

The f�fth matter was the �nst�tut�on of a comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry �nto land-
tenure �ssues on Guadalcanal before the soc�al cr�s�s that began �n 1998. 
Th�s �s the bas�s of Guale concerns, wh�ch w�ll not be qu�eted unt�l there �s 
a thorough �nvest�gat�on of the events that led to the cr�s�s years.  The s�xth 
urgent matter was the establ�shment of a truth and reconc�l�at�on comm�ss�on 
to uncover the root causes of the soc�al cr�s�s of 1998–2000 and to prov�de 
an opportun�ty for real heal�ng to take place. There have been calls for such 
a comm�ss�on from many quarters and �t �s necessary to ach�eve nat�onal 
reconc�l�at�on and un�ty. Once aga�n, however, RAMSI and the Austral�an 
H�gh Comm�ss�on have not been support�ve.

S�nce �ndependence �n 1978, the Solomon Islands government has always 
supported the Republ�c of Ch�na (Ta�wan) wh�le often also fl�rt�ng w�th the 
People’s Republ�c of Ch�na (Moore 2004:163–4). Although Sogavare made 
certa�n statements that seemed amb�valent and Ta�wan’s ambassador �ssued a 
pla�nt�ve plea for cont�nued support (Chen 2006), Sogavare f�nally came out 
strongly �n support of Ta�wan. Before tak�ng a tr�p to Ta�wan �n July 2006, he 
gave assurances that he was not d�splay�ng a double standard and requested that 
the Nasnol Pat� d�shonour a memorandum of understand�ng �t had s�gned w�th 
the government of ma�nland Ch�na �n late 2005 (Wate 2006m). Franc�s B�lly 
H�lly and h�s party rejected the request, say�ng that the �ssue was never ra�sed 
at jo�nt party meet�ngs. Th�s led Sogavare to sack H�lly from h�s cab�net and 
replace h�m w�th Ped Shannel from the oppos�t�on, although �t has also been 
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suggested that Sogavare was protect�ng the general secretary of h�s pol�t�cal 
party, F�l�p�no S�r� Ramon Qu�tales (Mamu 2006r). For Sogavare, th�s was 
an �ssue about the �ntegr�ty of h�s government, but no doubt �t w�ll also reap 
benef�ts �n strengthen�ng the relat�onsh�p w�th Ta�wan.

In October 2006, the oppos�t�on moved a mot�on of no conf�dence 
aga�nst the Sogavare government; however, Sogavare’s d�plomat�c fracas 
w�th Austral�a only strengthened h�s domest�c stand�ng and the mot�on 
was defeated.

The 2006 general elect�on brought w�th �t much hope and a w�sh for 
clean and honest government. The three d�fferent observer teams agreed that 
the elect�ons were free, fa�r and honest. When R�n� was voted �n as pr�me 
m�n�ster on 18 Apr�l, the people’s hopes for a better Solomon Islands were 
short-c�rcu�ted and the Hon�ara crowd reacted negat�vely, caus�ng the Apr�l 
r�ots. One could argue that Hon�ara �s not representat�ve of the nat�on—and 
certa�nly the nat�on cannot be ruled by a Hon�ara mob—but I would argue 
that the crowd captured the mood of the major�ty of Solomon Islanders, 
who wanted change and were devastated to see R�n� elected. The destruct�ve 
act�ons of the mob, however regrettable, �n the�r own way resembled the 
people’s power that swept Corazon Aqu�no to off�ce �n the Ph�l�pp�nes �n 
1986. The people spoke and the pol�t�c�ans had to l�sten.

The Apr�l r�ots were also a symptom of someth�ng b�gger and deeper. The 
targets were Ch�nese bus�ness houses because they had been controll�ng the 
country’s economy for so long. People resented the fact that some Ch�nese 
had become �nvolved �n pol�t�cs and corruptly �nfluenced pol�t�c�ans. The 
Ch�nese faced the brunt of the rage of �nd�genous Solomon Islanders, but 
they were the obv�ous face of a much larger As�an commun�ty and extens�ve 
corrupt�on. For example, Koreans, Malays�ans and F�l�p�nos represent 
corrupt forces �n the logg�ng �ndustry and the new Ch�nese (as d�st�nct from 
the ‘old’, pre-World War II Ch�nese fam�l�es) became �nvolved �n scandals 
such as the fraudulent �ssu�ng of passports. These new Ch�nese are notor�ous 
for the poor treatment of the�r workers. As well, fore�gners (ma�nly Ch�nese) 
own a large amount of property �n Hon�ara. These matters do not go down 
well w�th the populace, whose anger welled over �n Apr�l 2006.

When RAMSI f�rst came to the Solomon Islands, there were h�gh hopes 
that the nat�on’s problems would be tackled. Slowly, th�s �s occurr�ng, but too 
slowly, and much more st�ll needs to be done. Sogavare’s Grand Coal�t�on 
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for Change government was sett�ng pr�or�t�es �ntended to �mprove people’s 
l�ves. Pol�t�cal stab�l�ty �s cruc�al to ensure a conduc�ve env�ronment for 
econom�c progress and, after the exper�ences of Apr�l 2006 wh�ch saw 
fact�ons of MPs camped �n three hotels (at great expense), �t was clear 
that ways must be found to �mprove pol�t�cal stab�l�ty. Leg�slat�on �s to 
be �ntroduced so that the governor-general could approach the MP who 
commands the most support after an elect�on to form government. The 
�ntent�on was to get r�d of the corrupt pol�t�cs and the pol�t�cal horse-trad�ng 
that presently mars our parl�amentary system.

The second Sogavare government �ntended to embark on a program of 
land reform to deal w�th the convolut�ons of Solomon Islands’ trad�t�onal 
land-tenure systems. A tr�bes and customary land t�tles b�ll was to be drafted 
w�th the �ntent�on of encourag�ng people to work on the�r land, open �t up for 
development and make customary land a transferable commod�ty. Cultural 
mapp�ng of land also cont�nued under the Customary Land and Record�ng 
Act (Wate 2006p). The decentral�sat�on of power and development are 
cruc�al �ssues and the government �ntended to work �n th�s area to ensure 
that rural people benef�t from the�r hard work and resources.

The people know that, ult�mately, they are the owners of the resources 
and the development process. They must become full part�c�pants �n 
th�s bottom-up approach to rural development, know�ng that they have 
contr�buted to the overall development and progress of Solomon Islands. 
It �s only then that we w�ll real�se that a ra�nbow across the mounta�ns �s 
part of th�s development and we should not fear po�nt�ng our f�nger at �t. 
By po�nt�ng our f�nger at the ra�nbow �n the sky, we are a�m�ng to bu�ld 
a sound, un�ted, peaceful and progress�ve Solomon Islands for us and our 
ch�ldren.
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Notes
1 I take as my text here Heren�ko and Wesley-Sm�th 2003.
2 Kemakeza was arrested �n October 2006 (Wate 2006u).
3 A v�deo record�ng ex�sts of the lead up to the r�ot outs�de parl�ament, recorded for 

use by a new TV stat�on �n Hon�ara.
4 Taus�nga became deputy pr�me m�n�ster, unt�l h�s res�gnat�on �n December 2006.
5 There was a precedent for th�s: another MP had been allowed to vote wh�le �n 

hosp�tal.
6 It was alleged that R�n� voted for Sogavare.
7 See Moore, th�s volume. Moore concluded that the pol�ce comm�ss�oner was unprepared 

to handle the s�tuat�on and that the RAMSI pol�ce performed poorly. The Austral�an 
government react�on to the comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry seems to �nd�cate that they fear a 
s�m�lar conclus�on.

References
Afeau, P., 2006. ‘Letter from Attorney-General to Pr�me M�n�ster’, Solomon 

Star, 17 August.
Alas�a, S., 1988. ‘B�g man and party pol�t�cs: the evolut�on of pol�t�cal part�es 

�n Solomon Islands’, Pacific Perspective, 13(2):72–84.
——, 1989. ‘Populat�on movement’, �n H. Laracy (ed.), Ples Blong Iumi: 

Solomon Islands, the past four thousand years, Inst�tute of Pac�f�c Stud�es,  
Un�vers�ty of the South Pac�f�c, Suva:112–20.

——, 1997. Party politics and government in Solomon Islands, D�scuss�on Paper 
97/7, State, Soc�ety and Governance �n Melanes�a Program, Research 
School of Pac�f�c and As�an Stud�es, The Austral�an Nat�onal Un�vers�ty, 
Canberra. Ava�lable from http://rspas.anu.edu.au/papers/melanes�a/
d�scuss�on_papers/ssgmalas�a.pdf (accessed 11 Apr�l 2007).

Andrus�ak, K. and Merr�tt, C., 2006. ‘Fear for E�nfeld as new résumé flaws 
revealed’, The Australian, 31 August.

Austral�an Broadcast�ng Corporat�on (ABC), 2006. Lateline, ABC TV, 12 
September.

Bennett, J.A., 2002. Roots of conflict in Solomon Islands. Though much is taken, 
much abides: legacies of tradition and colonialism, D�scuss�on Paper 2002/5, 
State, Soc�ety and Governance �n Melanes�a Program, Research School of 
Pac�f�c and As�an Stud�es, The Austral�an Nat�onal Un�vers�ty, Canberra. 
Ava�lable from http://rspas.anu.edu.au/papers/melanes�a/d�scuss�on_
papers/bennett02-5.pdf (accessed 13 May 2006).



144 POLITICS AND STATE BUILDING IN SOLOMON ISLANDS

Brown, T., 2005. Current �ssues �n Solomon Islands pol�t�cs: RAMSI and 
beyond, Paper presented to the State, Soc�ety and Governance �n 
Melanes�a Program Sem�nar Ser�es, The Austral�an Nat�onal Un�vers�ty, 
Canberra, 7 July 2005. Ava�lable from http://rspas.anu.edu.au/papers/
melanes�a/sem�nars/05_0707_sp_brownNotes.pdf (accessed 11 Apr�l 
2007).

Chen, A.C.S., 2006. ROC (Ta�wan) �s Solomon Islands’ Most Rel�able 
Partner, Press release, Embassy of the Republ�c of Ch�na (Ta�wan), 
Hon�ara, 3 May.

Concerned Students, Woodford Internat�onal School, 2006. ‘We have the 
power’, Solomon Star, 3 Apr�l.

D�nnen, S., 2002. ‘W�nners and losers: pol�t�cs and d�sorder �n the Solomon 
Islands, 2000–2002’, Journal of Pacific History, 37(3):285–98.

Eremae, O., 2006. ‘Is Mot� the r�ght cho�ce?’, Solomon Star, 25 August.
Fraenkel, J., 2004. The Manipulation of Custom: from uprising to intervention in 

the Solomon Islands, V�ctor�a Un�vers�ty Press, Well�ngton.
Full�love, M., 2006. The testament of Solomons: RAMSI and international 

state-building, Analys�s, Lowy Inst�tute for Internat�onal Pol�cy, Sydney. 
Ava�lable from http://www.lowy�nst�tute.org/Publ�cat�on.asp?p�d=351 
(accessed 11 Apr�l 2007).

Grand Coal�t�on for Change Government, 2006. Pol�cy framework document, 
Hon�ara.

Heren�ko, V. and Wesley-Sm�th, T. (eds), 2003. ‘Back to the future: 
decolon�z�ng Pac�f�c stud�es’, The Contemporary Pacific, Spec�al �ssue, 
15(1). 

Kabutaulaka, T.T., 1999. ‘Pol�t�cal rev�ews: Solomon Islands’, The 
Contemporary Pacific, 11(2):443–9.

—, 2005. ‘Austral�an fore�gn pol�cy and the RAMSI �ntervent�on �n Solomon 
Islands’, Contemporary Pacific, 17(2):283–308.

Ke�lor, P., 2006. ‘Re “Streetman” to ed�tor, “PM & Moss saga”’, Letter to 
ed�tor, Solomon Star, 3 Apr�l.

Ken�lorea, P., 2006. ‘S�r Peter Ken�lorea to ed�tor’, Solomon Star, 31 August.
Laman�, J., 2006. ‘PM sworn �n secretly’, Solomon Star, 21 Apr�l.
Larmour, P. (ed.), 1979. Land in the Solomon Islands, Inst�tute of Pac�f�c 

Stud�es, Un�vers�ty of the South Pac�f�c, Suva.
Larmour, P. w�th Tara, S. (eds), 1983. Solomon Islands Politics, Inst�tute of 

Pac�f�c Stud�es, Un�vers�ty of the South Pac�f�c, Suva.
Mamu, M., 2006a. ‘More reg�ster to vote �n elect�on’, Solomon Star, 28 

March.



 Ra�nbows across the mounta�ns 145

—, 2006b. ‘Know who you’re deal�ng w�th’, Solomon Star, 31 March.
—, 2006c. ‘W�nds of change over Solomon Islands’, Solomon Star, 31 March.
—, 2006d. ‘Observers w�ll be deployed to prov�nces’, Solomon Star, 31 

March.
—, 2006e. ‘NZ to send 10 observers’, Solomon Star, 31 March.
—, 2006f. ‘C’wealth team pleased w�th elect�on’, Solomon Star, 7 Apr�l.
—, 2006g. ‘S�r Allan back �n’, Solomon Star, 10 Apr�l.
—, 2006h. ‘Elect�on observers say �t’s free and fa�r’, Solomon Star, 10 Apr�l.
—, 2006�. ‘Women’s counc�l calls for quotas’, Solomon Star, 11 Apr�l.
—, 2006j. ‘AIMP hopes to lead next govt’, Solomon Star, 11 Apr�l.
—, 2006k. ‘F�ve members s�gn clean PM elect�on pledge’, Solomon Star, 

13 Apr�l.
—, 2006l. ‘New MPs caught �n pol�t�cal tussle’, Solomon Star, 13 Apr�l.
—, 2006m. ‘Coal�t�on formed’, Solomon Star, 13 Apr�l.
—, 2006n. ‘Break�ng news—SI new PM’, Solomon Star, 18 Apr�l.
—, 2006o. ‘Ret�red judge to head comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry’, Solomon Star, 

1 July.
—, 2006p. ‘Terms of reference of the comm�ss�on of �nqu�ry’, Solomon 

Star, 14 July.
—, 2006q. ‘Fono scorns PM’s act�on’, Solomon Star, 25 August.
—, 2006r. ‘H�lly sacked over plan to expel over-stayers �t was revealed’ , 

Solomon Star, 2 September.
Man�mu, G., 2006. ‘Letter to the ed�tor’, Solomon Star, 12 Apr�l.
Merr�tt, C. and Andrus�ak, K., 2006. ‘Two more groups deny that E�nfeld 

holds posts’, The Australian, 13 September.
Merr�tt, C., 2006. ‘E�nfeld grants �n spotl�ght’, The Australian, 29 August.
Moore, C., 2004. Happy Isles in Crisis: the historical causes for a failing state in 

Solomon Islands, 1998–2004, As�a Pac�f�c Press, The Austral�an Nat�onal 
Un�vers�ty, Canberra.

—, 2005. ‘The RAMSI �ntervent�on �n the Solomon Islands cr�s�s’, Journal 
of Pacific Studies, 28:56–77.

Mot�, J., 2006. ‘Jul�an Mot� to ed�tor’, Solomon Star, 1 September.
Nason, D., 2006. ‘Un� can’t f�nd any record of E�nfeld’, The Australian, 28 

August.
O’Callaghan, M.L., 2006. ‘Solomon m�n�sters sacked before Downer lands’, 

The Australian, 19 May.
Rusa, D., 2006. ‘PM’s res�gnat�on greeted w�th joy’, Solomon Star, 27 Apr�l.
Sanga, K., 2006. ‘The MP as leader’, Solomon Star, 31 March.



146 POLITICS AND STATE BUILDING IN SOLOMON ISLANDS

Sher�dan, G., 2006. ‘B�zarre �nsult that changes exactly noth�ng’, The 
Australian, 14 September.

Skehan, C., 2006. ‘Expuls�on just part of the many rows bubbl�ng along’, 
The Age, 14 September.

Sogavare, M., 2006. ‘Address to the nat�on’, Solomon Star, 22 August.
Solomon Islands Government, 2006a. New electoral system tested in the real 

world, 6 Apr�l, Government Commun�cat�ons Un�t, Solomon Islands 
Government, Hon�ara.

—, 2006b. F�nal Elect�on Results, Press release, Government Commun�cat�ons 
Un�t, Solomon Islands Government, 10 Apr�l.

Solomon Star, 2006a. Solomon Star, 16 March.
—, 2006b. Solomon Star, 17 March.
—, 2006c. Solomon Star, 4 Apr�l.
Sydney Morn�ng Herald, 2006. ‘Play�ng pat�ence �n the Solomons: Austral�a 

must keep �ts cool’, Ed�tor�al, Sydney Morning Herald, 14 September.
The Austral�an, 2006. ‘Someth�ng rotten �n Solomons parad�se: Hon�ara’s 

corrupt�on �s hurt�ng �ts �sland c�t�zens’, Ed�tor�al, The Australian, 19 
September.

Tuza, E., 1977. ‘S�las Eto of New Georg�a’, �n G. Trompf (ed.), Prophets of 
Melanesia: six essays, Inst�tute of Papua New Gu�nea Stud�es, Un�vers�ty 
of Papua New Gu�nea, Port Moresby:65–87.

Wa�nwr�ght, E., 2005. How is RAMSI faring? Progress, challenges, and lessons 
learned, Strateg�c Ins�ght 14, Austral�an Strateg�c Pol�cy Inst�tute, 
Canberra. Ava�lable from http://www.asp�.org.au/publ�cat�ons/
publ�cat�on_deta�ls.aspx?ContentID=68&pubtype=6 (accessed 11 

Apr�l 2007).
Walters, P., 2006. ‘Maver�ck runs low on tr�cks’, The Australian, 1 

September.
Wasuka, E., 2006a. ‘PM den�es �nfluence of As�an bus�nesses’, Solomon Star, 

19 Apr�l.
—, 2006b. ‘F�rst test for R�n�’s govt’, Solomon Star, 26 Apr�l.
—, 2006c. ‘R�n� bows out’, Solomon Star, 27 Apr�l.
—, 2006d. ‘Ja�led MPs seek perm�ss�on to vote’, Solomon Star, 3 May.
—, 2006e. ‘PM slams Downer for �nterfer�ng’, Solomon Star, 9 May.
—, 2006f. ‘Act�ng m�n�sters step �n the r�ght d�rect�on: Downer’, Solomon 

Star, 22 May.
Wate, A., 2006a. ‘Central Bank governor backs clean elect�on’, Solomon 

Star, 30 March.



 Ra�nbows across the mounta�ns 147

—, 2006b. ‘More people return to vote �n home prov�nces’, Solomon Star, 
3 Apr�l.

—, 2006c. ‘Forum observers on the�r way to SI’, Solomon Star, 3 Apr�l.
—, 2006d. ‘44 �nternat�onal observers here’, Solomon Star, 4 Apr�l.
—, 2006e. ‘Interv�ew w�th S�r Baddley Deves�’, Solomon Star, 4 Apr�l.
—, 2006f. ‘Clean elect�on campa�gn rece�ves publ�c applause’, Solomon 

Star, 4 Apr�l.
—, 2006g. ‘Coal�t�on govt pred�cted’, Solomon Star, 4 Apr�l.
—, 2006h. ‘Curfew l�fted’, Solomon Star, 28 Apr�l.
—, 2006�. ‘F�no and Sogavare to v�e for PM’s post’, Solomon Star, 1 May.
—, 2006j. ‘Four coal�t�on partnersh�ps formed to contest PM elect�on’, 

Solomon Star, 1 May.
—, 2006k. ‘A step further PM’ , Solomon Star, 19 May.
—, 2006l. ‘Fono urged to clar�fy allegat�ons’, Solomon Star, 25 May.
—, 2006m. ‘H�lly den�es report on ma�nland Ch�na’, Solomon Star, 13 July.
—, 2006n. ‘Terms of reference may �nterfere w�th tr�als: Sur�’, Solomon 

Star, 18 July.
—, 2006o. ‘PM defends r�ot �nqu�ry’, Solomon Star, 19 July.
—, 2006p. ‘Amendment to land law drafted’, Solomon Star, 9 August.
—, 2006q. ‘Mystery lawyer adv�ses Sogavare’, Solomon Star, 17 August.
—, 2006r. ‘AG post’, Solomon Star, 17 August.
—, 2006s. ‘Pr�me M�n�ster’s address to the nat�on’, Solomon Star, 22 August.
—, 2006t. ‘Austral�a slams �ts door on MPs’, Solomon Star, 14 September.
—, 2006u. ‘S�r Allan says he w�ll f�ght charges’, Solomon Star, 26 October.


