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Preface

Th�s collect�on or�g�nates �n a one-day conference organ�sed jo�ntly by 
the State Soc�ety and Governance �n Melanes�a (SSGM) Program and the 
Pac�f�c Centre at the Austral�an Nat�onal Un�vers�ty on 5 May 2006. The 
conference—Solomon Islands, Where to Now?—was held shortly after 
ser�ous d�sturbances �n the Solomon Islands cap�tal, Hon�ara, �n Apr�l 2006. 
Th�s was a t�mely opportun�ty to reflect on these events and what they meant 
for Solomon Islands, as well as for the substant�al Austral�an-led Reg�onal 
Ass�stance M�ss�on to Solomon Islands (RAMSI). As well as Austral�an-based 
scholars, several colleagues from Solomon Islands and other parts of the 
reg�on accepted our �nv�tat�on to contr�bute the�r observat�ons and analys�s 
of developments �n Hon�ara.

The cr�s�s that gr�pped Solomon Islands �n Apr�l 2006 started when 
newly elected parl�amentar�ans chose Snyder R�n� as pr�me m�n�ster-elect. 
People expressed outrage, peacefully at f�rst but then �n a r�ot that destroyed 
Ch�nese-owned stores �n the cap�tal. Austral�a, New Zealand and F�j� sent 
troops and pol�ce to jo�n those already there under the reg�onal m�ss�on. 
RAMSI was deployed �n�t�ally �n m�d-2003 at the request of the Solomon 
Islands government. Law and order was restored qu�ckly and peacefully 
after four deb�l�tat�ng years of ‘ethn�c tens�ons’, endem�c lawlessness, 
econom�c decl�ne, and a progress�ve paralys�s of the central government. 
The d�sturbances �n Apr�l caused extens�ve damage to Hon�ara’s Ch�natown 
d�str�ct—though fortunately no fatal�t�es occurred—and caught most 
observers completely off-guard. Wh�le these events d�d not dera�l the 
reg�onal m�ss�on, they �nev�tably ra�sed quest�ons about some of the earl�er 
assessments. Before they occurred, many experts were ha�l�ng RAMSI as an 
unqual�f�ed success. Some saw �t as a model for ‘cooperat�ve �ntervent�on’ �n 
‘fa�l�ng states’ worldw�de. In l�ght of Apr�l’s developments, RAMSI’s success 
appeared less certa�n and �ts model more problemat�c.

Shortly after the d�sturbances, a new government was establ�shed �n 
Solomon Islands under the leadersh�p of Manasseh Sogavare. In the follow�ng 
f�fteen months relat�ons between the governments of Solomon Islands and 
Austral�a deter�orated dramat�cally as they struggled over the control and 
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d�rect�on of the reg�onal m�ss�on. Wh�le some of the contr�but�ons, notably 
the �ntroductory chapter, allude to these subsequent developments, most 
are focused on the events surround�ng the Apr�l d�sturbances. Wh�le by no 
means a def�n�t�ve account, th�s book explores a s�gn�f�cant cr�s�s moment 
�n recent Solomon Islands h�story. Contr�butors exam�ne what happened 
when unrest engulfed the cap�tal of the small Melanes�an country �n 2006, 
the role of members of the local As�an commun�ty �n bus�ness and pol�t�cs, 
and why the cr�s�s �s best understood �n the context of the country’s un�que 
blend of trad�t�onal and modern pol�t�cs.

Chapter One s�tuates RAMSI �n the sett�ng of �nternat�onal state 
bu�ld�ng and the part�cular soc�al and h�stor�cal context of state bu�ld�ng �n 
Solomon Islands. Chapters Two and Three look at the pol�t�cs underly�ng 
the d�sturbances and the As�an �nvolvement �n Solomon Islands pol�t�cs 
and econom�cs. Chapters Four, F�ve and S�x exam�ne the work�ngs of the 
formal pol�t�cal and electoral process and, �n part�cular, the 2006 elect�on 
and process of government format�on. Some of the challenges fac�ng the 
reg�onal ass�stance m�ss�on are exam�ned �n Chapter Seven. Wh�le most 
contr�butors focus on developments �n the nat�onal cap�tal, Chapters E�ght 
and N�ne offer some d�fferent perspect�ves from the prov�nces. Chapter Ten 
prov�des some broader reflect�ons on the challenges fac�ng Solomon Islands 
�n the years ahead. Append�x 1 �s an Austral�an government perspect�ve on 
the events �n Hon�ara �n Apr�l 2006, wh�le the terms of reference for the 
Solomon Islands government Comm�ss�on of Inqu�ry �nto these events are 
reproduced �n Append�x 2. Append�x 3 conta�ns the terms of reference 
for the subsequent Pac�f�c Islands Forum Rev�ew of RAMSI. Chapters F�ve 
and N�ne are reproduced w�th perm�ss�on from the 2007 Spec�al Issue on 
Solomon Islands of the Journal of Pac�f�c H�story.
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