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Editorial

Robert Albon

^  V  T IT H  this issue Agenda reaches an important milestone: five years of 
%  /  \ /  publication. As this has approached we have taken the opportunity to 

▼ T reflect on the future of Agenda.
Over the years Agenda has established itself as a journal with a considerable 

reputation for quality. It has more than lived up to its principal aim of informing 
the policy debate through the analysis of policies in particular areas and considera
tion of the contextual situation in which policy making occurs. A major strength of 
Agenda is the presentation of rigorous policy analysis that is accessible to the widest 
possible readership. The style of approach varies. Some authors take a rather 
‘clinical’ approach to their task while others take more definitive positions, although 
always based on clearly-stated objectives. Our ‘Non-Agenda’ department is more 
indulgent: a stronger policy stance is allowed.

Its success as a forum for policy debate is reflected in the broad range of con
tributors and of issues that have been addressed in published articles. In the past 
five years all major policy developments of national and regional interest have been 
discussed in Agenda. The range of issues dealt with include unemployment, mac
roeconomic policy, taxation, industrial relations, trade practices, organisation and 
performance of public utilities, tariffs and trade reform, health, education, financial 
regulation, the environment, the arts, the constitution and the electoral system, na
tive tide, and equal opportunity. New Zealand issues have also featured promi- 
nendy and we have profiled many countries in die region. Contribudons have 
come from economists, lawyers, political sciendsts, historians and others, from uni- 
versides, die government sector and the private sector.

Agenda is published by the Faculty of Economics and Commerce at The Aus
tralian Nadonal University under the direcdon of die Faculty’s Centre for Applied 
Economics. We are very proud of die 19 issues published since Agenda com
menced in 1994. The journal has been consistendy characterised by two higlily- 
desirable attributes. First, the hundreds of ardcles and reviews have been of a con
sistendy high quality contributed by experts in dieir field. Second, each issue is 
nicely balanced widi respect bodi to breaddi of issues covered and of topicality ver
sus reflecdveness of content.

These characterisdcs are the trademark of our foundadon editor, Dr Michael 
James. Michael was appointed after he had established and fostered the highly suc
cessful Policy, for the Centre for Independent Studies. Regrettably, this is die final 
issue of Agenda under his skilful editorship. On behalf of die Management Com
mittee of the Centre for Applied Economics I would like to thank Michael for his 
substantial efforts and achievements and wish him well in his future endeavours.
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Under Michael's editorship, Agenda attracted high calibre authors and review
ers. All papers in Agenda go through a rigorous refereeing process, with at least 
two referees for each piece. The refereeing process is anonymous from both sides 
—  referees and authors. This immense task of review has been performed by 
scores of referees, including members of the Editorial Committee. We sincerely 
thank all those persons involved in this arduous process and look forward to their 
continuing support

Michael’s departure represents die end of one chapter and die beginning of 
anodier. Commencing widi die second number of Volume 6, die editing of 
Agenda will be Canberra-based. The transition will be handled by myself (currendy 
Associate Editor) widi assistance from Professor Steven Dowrick and Dr Graeme 
Wells from the Department of Economics in the Faculdes at The Australian Na
tional University and Dr Franco Papandrea from the Communications Research 
Unit in die Department of Communications, Information Technology and die 
Arts.

Subscribers will notice a change beginning with this issue: Agenda is a litde 
thinner. We have adopted the aim of covering the costs of the physical production 
of Agenda from subscription and odier sales revenues. The subscripdon charge 
has been held constant since 1994 in spite of substantial cost escalation. In order to 
continue achieving (physical) cost recovery we have decided to pursue greater reve
nues through expanding the subscriber base rather dian raise subscription charges. 
We hope subscribers will understand; at A$48 we think Agenda is a good invest
ment

The Management Committee and the new editorial team look forward to your 
continuing support.

Robert Albon is Director of the Centre for Applied Economics, The Australian 
National University, and Associate Editor of Agenda.




