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From Demerara to Swan River: 
Charles Dawson Ridley and James 
Walcott in Western Australia

JANE LYDON

This article aims to explore links between the abolition of slavery in the British 
Empire and the colonisation of Western Australia by tracing the lives of some of the 
first settlers to arrive in 1830. Starting with the Legacies of British Slavery (LBS) 
database of slave-owner compensation claims, I examine the movement of Charles 
Dawson Ridley and James Walcott and their families from Demerara, now Guyana, 
to Swan River, now Perth, Western Australia. Recent research has identified links 
between recipients of slave compensation after 1833, when Britain abolished slavery, 
and subsequent reinvestment of these funds in the Australasian settler colonies. 
However, the figures I examine here participated in the foundation of Swan River, 
which preceded abolition by four years, exemplifying a more complex process of 
imperial reorientation. These life stories instantiate several aspects of the larger 
imperial shift from slavery to settler colonisation: they map the decline of Britain’s 
slave system and divestment from the Caribbean slave system—and specifically 
Demerara’s harsh regime. These biographies also illuminate the subsequent 
development of the new settler colonies of Australia and New Zealand. Rather than 
seeing abolition as a historical rupture, it is important to recognise the substantial 
continuities between the end of Caribbean slavery and the dramatic expansion of 
the  new Anglophone settler colonies sometimes termed the ‘settler revolution’.1 
As one system was dismantled and the other began, the plantation offered a key 
precedent for experiments in labour discipline in the new colonies, while abolition 
prompted ‘translations’ of elements of the slave system into mechanisms designed 
to ensure ‘free’ labour and colonial profit.2 These techniques reached their acme 
in Edward Gibbon Wakefield’s theory of ‘systematic colonisation’, which drew 
upon key principles of slavery to advocate for the commoditisation of Indigenous 

1  James Belich, Replenishing the Earth: The Settler Revolution and the Rise of the Angloworld 1783–1939 (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2009), 147.
2  Kate Boehme, Peter Mitchell and Alan Lester, ‘Reforming Everywhere and All at Once: Transitioning to Free 
Labor across the British Empire, 1837–1838’, Comparative Studies in Society and History 60, no. 3 (2018): 688–718, 
doi.org/10.1017/S0010417518000233; Catherine Hall, Nicholas Draper and Keith Mcclelland, eds, Emancipation 
and the Remaking of the British Imperial World (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2014).

http://doi.org/10.1017/S0010417518000233
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land, and its conversion into private property; the appropriation and exploitation 
of natural resources; and the commodification and expropriation of supposedly 
‘free’ labour.3

Legacies of British Slavery database
Swan River was founded in 1829, at a time when many in Britain and its colonies 
anticipated the demise of slavery. It rode the wave of interest in the new settler colonies 
and was shaped by debates about free labour, emigration and land exploitation 
that were especially acute on the cusp of emancipation.4 As the introduction to 
this issue explains, the Legacies of British Slavery database includes digitised slave-
compensation records that document the awards to all slave-owners in the British 
Caribbean at the time slavery ended, providing information about their activities, 
affiliations and legacies.5 Approximately 160 individuals (366 records) with links 
to Australia appear in the LBS database. These represent associations with slave 
compensation varying from those named as beneficiaries who themselves travelled 
to the colonies or invested there, to their relatives or associates. Searching in the 
LBS database for ‘Western Australia’ yields 14 individuals named as beneficiaries 
(37 records), or around 8 per cent of the total named Australian individuals. These 
connections are sometimes complex and indirect: for example, George James Clifton 
was awarded £6,177 13s 8d for his late father Charles Clifton’s Concordia plantation 
in Demerara, where 114 people were enslaved. George never travelled to Western 
Australia, but his cousin (Charles’s nephew), Marshall Waller Clifton, became chief 
commissioner of the Wakefieldian settlement Australind, established south of Perth 
in 1840.6 Swan River was the only British colony in Australia established on the 
basis of land grants to settlers; at least five of the 14 LBS beneficiaries with Western 
Australian links arrived in 1829 as members of the ‘first fleet’: these were George 
Leake, Peter Pegus, John Randall Phillips, Charles Dawson Ridley (1787–1845) 
and James Walcott (1791–1872). Because their arrival preceded the process 
of compensation by four years, they are likely to represent divestment from the 
Caribbean slavery business by those who recognised its impending demise and 
the brighter prospects offered by the new settler colonies. 

3  Jane Lydon, Anti-Slavery and Australia: No Slavery in a Free Land? (London and New York: Routledge, 2021), 
especially pp. 135–60. 
4  Jane Lydon, ‘A Secret Longing for a Trade in Human Flesh: The Decline of British Slavery and the Making of 
the Settler Colonies’, History Workshop Journal 90 (Autumn 2020): 189–210, doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbaa021.
5  The database contains evidence relating to around 47,000 slave-owners, as well as more detailed information 
regarding around 3,000 absentee planters living in Britain at emancipation. It is hosted online by the Centre for the 
Study of the Legacies of British Slavery, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/.
6  ‘Charles Clifton of Demerara’, LBS database (hereafter LBS), www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645739; 
‘George James Clifton’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/7552.

http://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbaa021
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645739
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/7552
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Here I examine the trajectory of the families of Charles Dawson Ridley, attorney, 
and of James Walcott, former slave-owner, who left Demerara during the 1820s. 
These two families and their associates travelled together on Western Australia’s ‘first 
fleet’ aboard the Wanstead, arriving in Swan River in January 1830.7 They brought 
with them substantial capital, servants and equipment and are listed among the first 
grantees of land in the colony. The men were business partners but also probably 
related by marriage. Here I first explore why they may have departed Demerara, and 
the reasons for their journey to Swan River. Second, I seek to identify the nature 
of the business and personal links between these families and begin to examine 
the networks developed by these figures. I review their lives in the colony, seeking 
to understand whether these figures’ experience of slavery in the Caribbean may 
have shaped their attitudes and economic behaviour in Western Australia. Can we 
see patterns suggesting continuity between the Caribbean system they had left and 
their responses to debates about Aboriginal people, labour and justice? How does 
biography illuminate these broader processes?

Demerara
First, why would British subjects choose to leave Demerara? Located on the north 
coast of South America, the territories of Berbice, Essequibo and Demerara had 
originally been settled by the Dutch in the late sixteenth century. From the 1740s, 
English settlers from Caribbean islands with depleted soils and high taxes began 
to establish themselves in the region, first on the island of Wakenaam, then on the 
coast of Essequibo, followed by settlement in Demerara; by 1760, the British had 
become the largest contingent in Demerara. Britain captured these territories in 
1796 and again in 1803, combined Demerara and Essequibo in 1812, and in 1831 
added Berbice to form British Guiana, now Guyana.8 The mainstay of its economy 
was sugar, grown on cane plantations worked by slaves. It was a frontier colony, 
much of its tropical rainforests requiring extensive clearing before the land could be 
cultivated—with a commensurately heavy toll on workers. 

7  Rica Erickson, ed., The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians, pre-1829–1888 (Nedlands, WA: Challenge 
Bank and The Australian Bicentennial Authority, University of Western Australia Press, 1988), ‘W’ 3163, www.friends 
ofbattyelibrary.org.au/files/W.pdf.
8  P. M. Netscher, trans. by W. E. Roth, History of the Colonies of Essequebo, Demerary, and Berbice (Georgetown: 
Daily Chronicle, [1888] 1931); Johannes Postma, The Dutch in the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600–1815 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1990); See the LBS overview essay ‘Notes on the Sources of Information about 
Estates’, LBS, accessed 1 December 2021, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/estates-sources-notes/#S4.

http://www.friendsofbattyelibrary.org.au/files/W.pdf
http://www.friendsofbattyelibrary.org.au/files/W.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/estates-sources-notes/#S4
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Figure 1: Map showing location of Guyana.
Source: Imagery @2022 TerraMetrics; Map Data @2022 Google.

A shortage of labour was exacerbated by the British abolition of trade in slaves 
under the Slave Trade Act 1807. This prompted the growth of the creole population, 
and the slave population developed a greater sense of homogeneity, speaking 
patois and becoming Christian. The years following the Napoleonic Wars saw an 
intensification of slave exploitation as planters tried to address declining prices by 
increasing production. These newer colonies pushed the system to breaking point, 
with the highest ratio of slaves to whites anywhere in the Caribbean by 1810: 
where the ratio was 8 to 1 in the older colonies, in Demerara the proportion was 
35 to 1, and in Berbice 56 to 1.9 In 1823 it was the site of one of the largest slave 
uprisings in history: the Demerara rebellion involved more than 10,000 slaves and 
was a landmark in the dismantling of the Caribbean slave systems. The uprising was 
sparked a few months after the founding of the Anti-Slavery Society by rumours that 
ameliorative measures—urged by the Society—were being withheld in the colony. 
Many of the plantations involved had recently begun cultivating sugar cane, entailing 
fragmentation of personal ties and harsher labour conditions. The failure of most 
planters to establish religious services meant that slaves attended nonconformist 
chapels run by British missionaries—and many leaders of the rebellion were deacons 

9  Barry W. Higman, Slave Populations of the British Caribbean 1807–1834 (Kingston: University of the West 
Indies Press, 1995), 77; Robin Blackburn, The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery 1776–1848 (London: Verso, 1988), 
428–31; Kit Candlin, The Last Colonial Frontier (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).
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at Rev. John Smith’s Bethel chapel. The rebellion began on the Success plantation, 
owned by Liverpool merchant and absentee owner John Gladstone, and spread along 
the intensively cultivated East Coast. The largely non-violent rebellion was brutally 
crushed by the colonists under Governor John Murray. Smith was imprisoned for 
inciting unrest—perceived in Britain as an act of revenge by planters—and died in 
gaol of consumption before his pardon could be implemented.10 

The abolitionist debate in Britain was galvanised by the deaths of Smith and around 
250 enslaved. Criticism of slavery increased, and metropolitan attention focused 
on the harsh conditions on Demerara plantations, characterised by high mortality 
rates, disease and abuse.11 Under pressure from London, the Demerara Court of 
Policy eventually passed an ‘Ordinance for the religious instruction of slaves and 
for meliorating their condition’ in 1825, which institutionalised working hours 
and some civil rights for slaves. A Protector of Slaves was appointed; whipping was 
abolished for women, and in the field. The local legislature resisted these reforms 
and many planters refused to comply with their provisions, and many chose to 
leave—possibly including Charles Ridley and James Walcott. When the Slavery 
Abolition Act 1833 was passed, plantation owners of British Guiana received 
£4,297,117 10s 6½d in compensation for the loss of 84,915 slaves. As Nicholas 
Draper has shown, while this figure constituted around one-eighth of the enslaved 
across all West Indies colonies, due to the importance of sugar production they 
were valued disproportionately highly, representing more than a quarter of the total 
compensation paid.12 

Walcotts and Ridleys in Demerara
James Walcott was recorded as owner of the Good Hope sugar plantation in 
Demerara, with 65 enslaved people, as late as 1817, and of the St Christopher estate as 
late as 1826 with John Walcott, probably his brother. On 30 November 1835, John 
was awarded £7,256 compensation for 134 enslaved people on St Christopher.13 There 
is no record of compensation awarded to James, suggesting that he may have been 
bought out by John after 1826. Charles Dawson Ridley was recorded as administrator 
(attorney) in 1826 of the Turkeyen and Henrietta estate, with 186 enslaved, and of 

10  Emilia Viotta da Costa, Crowns of Glory, Tears of Blood: The Demerara Slave Rebellion of 1823 (New York: 
Oxford University Press. 1994); Blackburn, Overthrow, 429.
11  These conditions were supposedly misreported to absentee owners such as Gladstone by plantation attorneys 
or managers. Richard B. Sheridan, ‘The Condition of Slaves on the Sugar Plantations of Sir John Gladstone in the 
Colony of Demerara 1812 to 1849’, New West Indian Guide 76, nos 3/4 (2002): 243–69, doi.org/10.1163/13822373-
90002536.
12  Nicholas Draper, The Price of Emancipation (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 138–39.
13  T71/397 G3 2289; British Guiana 715 (St Christopher) Claim Notes: ‘Parliamentary Papers p. 122’; ‘T71/885: 
claim from John Walcott, as proprietor’; ‘T71/431 p. 1123 and p. 1126’. ‘John Walcott’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/ lbs/
person/view/8129.

http://doi.org/10.1163/13822373-90002536
http://doi.org/10.1163/13822373-90002536
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/8129
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/8129
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Vrees en Hoop (or Vreed en Hoop, meaning peace and hope), 356 enslaved, both 
in Demerara.14 Attorneys were at the top of the Caribbean plantation management 
system, with complete authority and responsibility for managing absentee owners’ 
estates. By 1832 over 80 per cent of the large sugar plantations had absentee owners, 
allowing attorneys to amass significant wealth.15 Neither Ridley nor Walcott were 
recorded as owners or managers after 1826, suggesting that they may have divested 
themselves of their property around that time. Their extended families, however, 
retained interests in Demerara and Jamaica. 

Satellite photographs reveal the skeleton of the former plantations along the 
Guyanese coast, and how they maximised access to water transport. Ridley’s Vrees 
en Hoop is today a town on the west side of the mouth of the Demerara River. 

Figure 2: Demerara area, Guyana, today, satellite image.
Source: Imagery @2022 TerraMetrics; Map Data @2022 Google.

14  Two allotments named Vrees en Hoop were ‘in lawful possession’ of Ridley and other attorneys in 1826; 
British Guiana 1261 had 125 enslaved; British Guiana 703 had 231. ‘Vrees en Hoop [British Guiana | Demerara]’, 
LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/792.
15  The attorney’s role in debates about absenteeism are reviewed in Draper, Price of Emancipation, 8, 38–43; Viotti 
da Costa, Crowns of Glory, 46. For a detailed review of this role in Jamaica, see Barry Higman, Plantation Jamaica 
1750–1850: Capital and Control in a Colonial Economy (Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies Press, 2008), 
41–93. The colony was especially important to Scottish owners, who were awarded 42 per cent of compensation from 
British Guiana, more than any other colony. David Alston, ‘“The Habits of These Creatures in Clinging One to the 
Other”: Enslaved Africans, Scots and the Plantations of Guyana’, in Recovering Scotland’s Slavery Past: The Caribbean 
Connection, ed. Tom M. Devine (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2015), 99–123.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/792
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Figure 3: ‘Part of the Colony of Demerara from Mahaica Creek on the East Coast, to 
Plantation Friendship, on the East side of the River’ showing site of the insurrection 
including Turkeyen and Henrietta (no. 8), and Good Hope (no. 28) plantations.
Source: Joshua Bryant, Account of an insurrection of the negro slaves in the colony of Demerara, 
which broke out on the 18th of August, 1823 (Georgetown, Demerara, 1824).

From Demerara to Britain
Analysis of the families’ genealogical records reveals key aspects of their networks and 
mobility. The birth dates and places of their children reveal their movement from 
Demerara to Britain, and then to Western Australia. The middle names bestowed 
upon children point toward professional and personal connections. Both Mary Ridley 
and Johanna Walcott were born in Demerara and had their first children there, before 
moving to Britain (Ridley’s wife Mary by 1828, Walcott’s wife Johanna by 1820) 
and then to Western Australia (WA) in 1829. Charles Dawson Ridley (1787–1845) 
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married Mary Eliza Forrester c. 1817 (1801–1883).16 They had nine children, three 
born between 1819 and 1823 in Demerara, one born in London in 1828, and then 
five more born between 1833 and 1846 in Western Australia.17 This suggests that 
the Ridleys remained in Demerara until at least the year of the rebellion of 1823, 
subsequently moving to Britain. In 1828 John Gladstone became the absentee owner 
of Vrees en Hoop and, at the time of emancipation, the plantation had 415 slaves.18

One discrepancy has emerged from our research addressing these family trees, 
where Banns of Matrimony published in Demerara identify James Walcott’s wife as 
Johanna Forrester, ‘a minor, but assisted by and with consent of her Father, Lewis 
Forrester’, linking Charles Ridley and James Walcott as brothers-in-law.19 However, 
Walcott’s publicly shared family tree and Swan River records state that he married 
Johanna Perry (b. 1803 Demerara) and they had their first child, Elizabeth Elliot 
Walcott, in Demerara in 1818; their eldest son was named James Perry Walcott, 
born in 1820 in Devon, Britain. A John Perry co-owned a plantation in Demerara 
in 1817 that Ridley subsequently administered in 1826, perhaps hinting at this 
Demerara network.20 The next six Walcott children, however, were born between 
1820 and 1828 in Devon, suggesting absentee management of their property in 
Demerara over this period. Their eighth child, Robert, was born in 1829 in Western 
Cape Town, South Africa—presumably en route to Western Australia. Their last 
three children were born in Western Australia between 1831 and 1836.21

16  Brady Family Tree in Western Australia, www.bradyfamilytree.org/genealogy/familygroup.php?familyID= 
F2154& tree=Brady2008.
17  Charles (b. 1819 Demerara, d. 1848 WA), Eliza (b. 1821 Demerara, d. 1834 WA), Joseph Beete (b. 1823 
Demerara, d. 1893 Toodyay), Lewis Forrester (b. 1828 London, d. 1898 London), Mary Forrester (b. 1833 WA, 
d. 1835 WA), Ellen Bull (b. 1836 WA, d. 1891 WA), Harriet McKenzie (b. 1838 York, d. 1838 Perth), Susan Hinds 
(b. 1842 WA, d. 1919 Perth), and Elizabeth (b. 1846 WA, deceased?).
18  Gladstone’s slave holdings in Jamaica and Guyana were so extensive that he received the largest of all 
compensation payments made by the Slave Compensation Commission. In 1838, Gladstone was the first planter 
to expel most of his former slaves and replace them with  indentured Indian labour. Madhavi Kale,  Fragments 
of Empire: Capital, Slavery, and Indentured Labor Migration in the British Caribbean (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1998), 13–26; ‘John Gladstone’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/8961.
19  ‘Banns of Matrimony—between James Walcott, born in Barbados, of the Protestant Religion, bachelor, being 
of age, on the one part; and Miss Johanna Forrester, born in this Colony, also of the Protestant Religion, a minor, 
but assisted by and with consent of her Father, Lewis Forrester, Esq. on the other part.’ The Demerary and Essequebo 
Royal Gazette 10, no. 780, 15 April 1815, www.vc.id.au/edg/18150415derg.html. As Zoë Laidlaw suggests, one 
possibility is that Walcott married Johanna Forrester in 1815, and that she died (without bearing any surviving 
children) before 1817, and he then married Johanna Perry. In both cases, the women would have been minors and 
would have supplemented/created business arrangements between male relatives (the Forresters and/or the Perrys). 
In any case, these families were closely connected.
20  John Perry is listed in the LBS database as a co-owner in 1817 of Turkeyen and Henrietta in Demerara, 
administered by Ridley in 1826, probably the same man as the John Perry dying intestate in Demerara on or about 
24 July 1836. Listed as joint owner with Edward James (or CJ) Henery in 1817. ‘Turkeyen and Henrietta [ British 
Guiana | Demerara ]’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/8102.
21  There are 35 Walcotts listed in the LBS database, but further links to other colonies await investigation. Public 
family trees show James and Johannah’s children as Elizabeth Elliot (1818 Demerara – 1904 Perth), James Perry 
(1820 Devon – 1891 Brisbane), John Charles (1822 Devon – 1893 Geraldton), Samuel Nichols (1824 Devon – 
1904 South Fremantle), Ellenor (1826 Devon – 1864 Cape Town), Mary Ann (1828 Devon – ?), Robert McKenzie 
(1829 Western Cape Town – 1898 Carnarvon, WA), Matthew Friend (1831 Pemberton – 1883?), Pemberton 
(1834 WA – 1883 Broome, WA), Rachel Johanna (1836 WA – 1876 WA). See ‘James Percy Walcott (1791–1872)’, 
Wikitree, last modified 20 March 2021, www.wikitree.com/wiki/Walcott-512.

http://www.bradyfamilytree.org/genealogy/familygroup.php?familyID=F2154&tree=Brady2008
http://www.bradyfamilytree.org/genealogy/familygroup.php?familyID=F2154&tree=Brady2008
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/8961
http://www.vc.id.au/edg/18150415derg.html
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/8102
http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Walcott-512
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Charles L. RIDLEY

(1819 Demerara – 1848 WA)

Eliza RIDLEY

(1821 Demerara – 1834 WA)

Joseph Beete RIDLEY

(1823 Demerara – 1893 Toodyay, WA)

Lewis Forrester RIDLEY

(1828 London – 1898 London)

Mary Forrester RIDLEY

(1833 WA – 1835 WA)

Ellen Bull RIDLEY

(1836 WA – 1891 WA)

Harriet McKenzie RIDLEY

(1838 York, WA – 1867 WA)

Susan Hinds RIDLEY

(1842 WA – 1919 Perth, WA)

Elizabeth RIDLEY

(1846 WA – Deceased?)

Charles Dawson RIDLEY

(1787 London – 1845 WA)

Mary Eliza FORRESTER

(1801 Demerara – 1883 Gingin, WA)

m. c. 1817

Figure 4: Ridley family tree.
Source: Drawn by Lucia Clayton.
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Elizabeth Elliot WALCOTT

(1818 Demerara – 1904 Perth, WA)

James Perry WALCOTT

(1820 Devon, England – 1891 Brisbane, QLD)

John Charles WALCOTT

(1822 Devon, England – 1893 Geraldton, WA)

Samual Nichols WALCOTT

(1824 Devon, England – 1903 Sth Fremantle, WA)

Ellenor WALCOTT

(1826 Devon, England – 1864 Cape Town)

Mary Ann WALCOTT

(1828 Devon, England – Deceased?)

Robert McKenzie WALCOTT

(1829 Cape Town – 1898 Carnarvon, WA)

Matthew Friend WALCOTT

(1831 Pemberton – 1883)

Pemberton WALCOTT

(1834 WA – 1883 Broome, WA)

James WALCOTT

(1791 Barbadow – 1871 Irwin, WA)

Johanna PERRY (? or FORRESTER)

(1803 Demerara – 1876 Greenough, WA)

m. 1817

Rachel Johanna WALCOTT

(1836 WA – 1876 WA)

Figure 5: Walcott family tree.
Source: Drawn by Lucia Clayton.



From Demerara to Swan River

33

Destination Swan River: ‘The speculation’
The barque Wanstead delivered the immigrants to the Swan River settlement in late 
January 1830 before travelling on to Hobart. The third colony in Australia, Swan 
River was established largely in response to glowing 1827 reports on the region’s 
agricultural potential produced by Captain James Stirling’s survey.22 These reports 
proved to be exaggerated; however, British urban and rural newspapers circulated 
the view that the Swan River had fertile soil, an ample water supply and a year-
round mild climate, prompting wide interest from private investors and syndicates, 
including Thomas Peel’s syndicate of financiers.23 Under the conditions stipulated 
by the Colonial Office, settlers were granted land in proportion to the value of 
assets and labour that they brought to the colony, and were required to ‘improve’ 
their grants in order to secure full title. Grants would be made in the colony by the 
lieutenant-governor and his officers.24 As the ‘first fleet’ prepared to sail in February 
1829 The Times was ‘glad to observe’ that:

the terms offered by Government to settlers in the new colony in the Swan River, 
are so regarded by capitalists as to induce many to embark in the speculation. The 
alacrity which prevails among individuals of this class, in preparing to depart for the 
settlement, has no precedent in any former opportunity for emigration. Many highly 
respectable, and indeed, distinguished individuals, whose names we have learnt, are 
eagerly engaged in forming parties on a large scale to emigrate there. Captain Stirling, 
the Governor of the colony, will embark in a few days, on board the Parmelia, and 
two ships will sail shortly with freight and passengers for that destination.25 

As the state’s early historian the American Warren Bert Kimberly wrote in 1897, 
‘an opportunity for becoming a large landed proprietor such as this was not to be 
lightly passed over’.26 The colonists comprised two general groups: those paying 
their passage with their own funds and usually of the British middle or upper-
middle classes, and a group from the wide spectrum of agricultural, industrial 
trade and labouring classes.27 However, at a time when slavery was under intense 

22  Reprinted in emigrant guides such as John Burton Gooch, Important Information to the Agriculturist, Mechanic, 
and Labourer, who Intends to Emigrate to the New Settlement of the Swan River (London: Dean and Munday, 1829). 
For an overview of colonisation at Swan River, see Pamela Statham-Drew, James Stirling: Admiral and Founding 
Governor of Western Australia (Nedlands, WA: University of Western Australia Press, 2003); R. T. Appleyard and 
Toby Manford, The Beginning: European Discovery and Early Settlement of Swan River Western Australia (Nedlands, 
WA: University of Western Australia Press, 1979).
23  Times (London), 20 October 1828; New Monthly Magazine, June 1829; Westminster Review 1 (1830).
24  Times, 17 January 1829, 2.
25  Times, 2 February 1829, 2. 
26  Warren Bert Kimberly, History of West Australia: A Narrative of Her Past Together with Biographies of Her Leading 
Men (Melbourne and Ballarat: F. W. Niven & Co., 1897).
27  Timothy Mazzarol, ‘‘Tradition, Environment and the Indentured Labourer in Early Western Australia’, Studies 
in Western Australian History 3 (November 1978): 30–37, search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/ielapa.790815240.

http://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/ielapa.790815240
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attack in Britain, and the treatment of British labourers was also under scrutiny, the 
scheme’s reliance on indenture was criticised by some observers as ‘the trammels of 
a limited slavery’.28

But many were disappointed when the venture was quickly judged a failure. 
The first, very hostile, third-hand reports were published in London newspapers 
on 26 January 1830. These were seemingly influenced by a dispute that had taken 
place when cattle from the Cape were shipped to the new colony, but were rejected, 
due to their poor condition, and returned, creating strong ill-feeling. Three men 
involved in the dispute encountered colonists in Cape Town who were on their way 
to Swan River aboard the Wanstead, Minstrel, Warrior, Tranby, Protector and Egyptian 
between December 1829 and January 1830. These disgruntled men’s attacks were 
taken seriously by some emigrants, although others noted their interested nature.29 
In an indication of his personal—and aggressive—commitment, James Walcott 
threatened to ‘thrash [a critic] if he spoke against it more, for so persuaded was he 
that this poor fellow had never been there and Captain Sterling [sic] was too much 
of the gentleman to state to the world a favourable account of any place without 
foundation’.30 Other ships over the following months were not as hopeful, however, 
and emigration abruptly declined, some refusing to continue to Swan River, instead 
choosing either to proceed directly to Sydney or disembarking in Cape Town. 
Many were swayed by these initial statements, and competitors from rival colonies 
continued to criticise Swan River.31

Taking up land at Swan River
Ridley and Walcott were among the first large land grantees in Western Australia, 
awarded prime allotments on Wadjuk Noongar Boodjar (Country), on the Swan 
River. Colonists arriving before the end of 1830 could claim 40 acres for every £3 
of capital invested in the colony, while those arriving in 1831 could claim 20 acres 
on the same basis. From 1832, as the theories of Edward Gibbon Wakefield became 
more influential, the government instead sold land to colonists.32 According to 
the 1830 land schedule or Return of Property on which land had been claimed 
from 1 September to 30 June 1830, Ridley brought with him capital that totalled 

28  Gooch, Important Information to the Agriculturist, Mechanic, and Labourer.
29  James Purkis, for example, commented that ‘the inhabitants here are extremely jealous of the Swan River 
Settlement, and any circumstance that transpires to create a prejudice, is readily caught’. Letter from Cape Town, 
10 December 1829, in Swan River Letters, vol. 1, ed. Ian Berryman (Perth: Swan River Press, 2002), 29.
30  W. T. Jay, ‘Journal of a Voyage to Swan River in the Wanstead’, Mitchell Library A2013, in Swan River Letters, 
vol. 1, ed. Ian Berryman (Perth: Swan River Press, 2002), 30.
31  J. M. R. Cameron, Ambition’s Fire: The Agricultural Colonization of Pre-Convict Western Australia (Nedlands: 
University of Western Australia Press, 1981).
32  Jane Lydon, ‘“Mr Wakefield’s Speaking Trumpets”: Abolishing Slavery and Colonising Systematically’, Journal 
of Imperial and Commonwealth History, online August 2021, doi.org/10.1080/03086534.2021.1956834.

http://doi.org/10.1080/03086534.2021.1956834
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£940 16s 7d while Walcott’s property totalled £1,132 12s 3¼d.33 While we do not 
know how much of this capital derived from slavery interests, it is likely to have 
included funds representing divestment from their former property in Demerara. 

Figure 6: Map details showing early allotments awarded to Ridley and Walcott on 
the Swan River opposite Stirling’s Woodbridge; ‘Swan River, sheet 7, by R. Clint 
[Tally No. 005119]’, 1831–1833, and ‘Swan River, sheet 8, by R. Clint and George 
Smythe, Woodbridge, Helena River [Tally No. 005121]’, 1831–.
Source: Courtesy of the State Records Office of Western Australia (AU WA S234- cons3844 010, 
AU WA S234- cons3844 012).

On this calculation, Ridley was entitled to around 12,533 acres and Walcott to around 
15,093 acres. Later in 1897 Kimberly included these two among those first colonists 
who had ‘chosen places where the soil appeared most promising, and where they 
could partake of the advantage of river transit’, near the town of Guildford established 

33  Ridley’s party comprised his wife, 4 children, 1 friend (?), 6 servants £93; servants and children, £154 12s 
10d; livestock, £429 9s 2½d; provisions £107 6s 4½d; seeds and plants £5 10s 6d; miscellaneous £151 17s 8d 
(inapplicable £214 1s); Walcott’s family and property comprised his wife, 6 children and 7 servants; his ‘amount 
of property’ comprised £105 worth of servants and children, livestock £282 10½s; implements and machinery 
£337 11s; provisions £253 12s 11¼d; seeds and plants £16 15s 7d; miscellaneous £137 2s 9d (as well as ‘property 
inapplicable to the cultivation of land’ £442). Further Returns Relative to the Settlement on the Swan River. 
Ordered to be printed 30 March 1831. Schedule: Extract of a Dispatch from Lieutenant Governor Stirling to 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies; dated Perth, Western Australia, 18th October 1830. 
Enclosure A. No. 2. Return of Property on which land has been claimed from 1st September to 30th June 1830, 
pp. 6–9. This is a printed version of AU WA S2155, Land Sales, Returns Of Land, Etc, 1829-01-01 – 1909-12-31, 
State Records Office of Western Australia, . 
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near the junction of the Helena and Swan rivers.34 They chose prime sites within 
the fledgling colony as the first surveys of the Swan district graphically demonstrate, 
showing them occupying sites on the Swan directly opposite the governor himself. 

Analysis of these investments relative to the other colonists’ awaits further research: 
how significant was slavery wealth against this broader background?

The Ridley and Walcott families feature in early accounts of the colony, and are 
recorded in the Swan River census of 1832.35 Although their children intermarried, 
there are signs that the two men went their own ways after arrival, such as a dispute 
in late 1835 regarding an agreement to erect a party fence between their adjoining 
properties. In the case of Charles Ridley v. James Walcott, ‘the defendant produced 
proof, to the satisfaction of the plaintiff, of having expended 24l. 19s. 6d., on 
defendant’s separate account, on the party fence’. ‘The plaintiff claimed, and was 
allowed by the Court, interest at the usual rate’. ‘Judgment for plaintiff, 10l. 5s. 
11d., and interest 4l. 16s. 4d.’36 But they were still neighbours in February 1837 
when a tragedy befell the Walcott family:

a fire broke out at the residence of Mr. Walcott, on the Swan, opposite Guildford, 
about two o’clock in the afternoon, which, in less than ten minutes, destroyed the 
whole of the thatched dwelling-house, and kitchen adjoining, with about thirty 
bushels of barley, and ten of wheat, in the latter building. It is not exactly known 
what occasioned the fire, whether a spark from the chimney, or the wadding from 
a gun, which was let off about a quarter of an hour before the fire broke out, on the 
ground, outside the kitchen, by a son of Mr. Ridley’s, and two of the young Walcotts. 
Prompt assistance was given by the neighbours and persons present, which saved the 
other buildings and stacks from destruction. The loss to Mr. Walcott is a very serious 
one, as, owing to the rapidity of the flames, not more than four or five trunks were 
saved, and very little furniture.37

34  According to Kimberly’s records, they were awarded substantial parcels on the Swan: C. D. Ridley received 
1,432½ acres in fee simple, 1 May; and on 14 December 1830 James Walcott, 16,083 acres, fee simple; 
17 December, Charles D. Ridley, 8,750. Kimberly, History of West Australia. Lieutenant Henry William Bunbury 
noted in 1836–37 that a farm on the ‘right bank’ of the Avon, at its confluence with the Dale, was occupied by 
a Mr Pratt, and formerly by Solomon, who had been given 4,000 acres by Walcott: ‘He gave up this quantity to 
Mr Solomon in consideration of the location duties being performed for the whole of his grant, so that he could 
obtain the fee simple without settling upon it himself.’ W. St Pierre Bunbury and W. P. Morrell, eds, Early Days in 
Western Australia. Being the Letters and Journal of Lieut. H. W. Bunbury (London: Oxford University Press, 1930), 
38. He criticised the ‘great deal of favour and leniency shown to settlers’, 39.
35  Berryman’s First Census of 1832—James Walcott is number 1088, aged 40, born Barbadoes, described as 
an agriculturalist who came out aboard the Wanstead. Number 1089 is simply ‘Mrs’, aged 30, born Demerara. 
Ian Berryman, ed., A Colony Detailed: The First Census of Western Australia, 1832 (Perth: Creative Research, 1979), 
68. The General Muster Book recorded the first colonists, starting with James Stirling and his family. It highlights 
the composition of the ‘founding’ group who travelled aboard the Parmelia—and the prominence of Stirling’s naval 
connections, several of whom married immediately before joining the expedition. ‘39.1 Enclosure 1a: Abstract from 
General Muster Book (section 391 A)’. HRA, Series III, 622. Frederick Watson, ed., ‘Official Papers Relating to 
the Settlement at Swan River, West Australia. December, 1826–January, 1830. [Compiled from Historical Records 
of Australia. Series III, Despatches and Papers Relating to the Settlement of the States. Volume VI, pp. 551–640, 
together with excerpts from Series I, Volumes XII–XV.]’, Project Gutenbeg Australia, October 2014, gutenberg.net.
au/ebooks14/1402751h.html#ch-49.
36  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 24 October 1835, 587.
37  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 11 February 1837, 849.

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks14/1402751h.html#ch-49
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks14/1402751h.html#ch-49
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Figure 7: Panorama looking across the Swan River from Woodbridge, 2021.
Source: Photograph by the author.

Today, one can still experience something of this landscape by visiting the National 
Trust–managed property Woodbridge, which Stirling named after his wife Ellen’s 
family home in Surrey, England. Eating lunch in the riverside café, or standing 
on the pontoon below, one gazes across the water to Ridley’s and Walcott’s former 
acreage, now occupied by vineyards and wedding venues.

Naming children
Overlapping business and personal relationships between Caribbean slave-
owning families, Swan River settlers and the colonial reformers who drove settler 
colonisation are hinted at by the practice of naming children after close associates. 
For example, Charles Ridley’s son Joseph Beete Ridley (b.1823 Demerara, d. 1893 
in Toodyay) may have been named after a business associate of Ridley’s in Demerara. 
In 1834 Joseph Beete of Clifton, Bristol, (unsuccessfully) claimed compensation 
for the enslaved people on the Best & Phoenix and Waller’s Delight estates in 
Demerara. Earlier in 1817 he had been the joint owner (with John Newton) of 
Vrees en Hoop.38 By 1826 this plantation, with 125 enslaved people, was recorded 
as ‘in lawful possession of C.D. Ridley and other attorneys’.39 It is also possible that 
a relative of Beete came to Swan River with the 21st Fusiliers: Captain John Picton 
Beete (later John Picton Picton, 1797/8–1886/7) briefly served as governor in place 
of Captain Richard Daniell (himself acting for Stirling) in May 1834. Beete had 
funds to invest and bought a house in Perth and 32 acres on Rottnest Island in 1835 
before departing the colony. He gave power of attorney to C. D. Ridley in August 
1842.40 While details of these men’s finances remain speculative, clearly these links 
spanned Demeraran, British and Australian investments.

38  Joseph Beete of Clifton (c. 1834) was the nephew of Joseph Beete of Demerara (?–1815). ‘Joseph Beete of 
Clifton’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146633269.
39  ‘Rickards Mackintosh & Co., working on Vrees en Hoop West Coast Demerary in lawful possession of C.D. 
Ridley and other attorneys of that estate’. ‘Vrees en Hoop [British Guiana | Demerara]’, LBS,
40  Legal documents: 711A/14, 17 July 1835; 711A/15, 28 July 1835; 711A/83, 29 August 1842. ‘Stone James 
& Co.’, State Library of Western Australia, 2010, slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/mn1_500/mn0028.pdf.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146633269
http://slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/mn1_500/mn0028.pdf
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Equally intriguing are links to the large Barbadian slave-owning family intimated 
by the middle name of Ridley’s youngest daughter, Susan Hinds Ridley (1842–
1919).41 The Hinds family had been among the earliest settlers and slave-owners 
on the island of Barbados. Charles Ridley Hinds (c. 1811–?), himself named after 
the Ridley family, had arrived in Swan River with the Ridley–Walcott group, as 
‘Agriculturist in partnership with C.D. Ridley’. Hinds was granted 1,400 acres in 
Avon district in 1841, and held 4,000 acres of pastoral lease, before leasing his 
property in 1848 and departing for Tasmania; in 1849 he was part of an Adelaide 
group with Western Australian interests ‘petitioning for pollution’ in supporting 
convict labour to Swan River.42 His parents—naval surgeon Richard Hinds (1781–
1843) and mother Susannah (neé Ridley)—travelled to Western Australia in 
1837. Susannah may have been Charles Dawson Ridley’s sister, so making Charles 
Ridley Hinds the Ridleys’ nephew. In 1835 Richard Hinds bought ‘Caversham’ in 
Guildford, on land originally awarded to Ridley. In 1840 Dr Richard Hinds, ‘one of 
the most respectable settlers at Swan River’, wrote enthusiastically:

[e]very species of property is rising in value; and though we have had large 
importations of live stock, still it has not produced any depreciation in the market. 
I am at this moment the owner of 500 sheep of the best breed, several brood mares, 
&c., which yield a large percentage. The colony is well supplied with every luxury 
and necessary of life, and we have no want except that of labour.43

Charles Hinds’s brother Richard Brinsley Hinds (1811/12–1846/7 Perth) 
accompanied his parents to Swan River in 1837 aboard the (appropriately named) 
Shepherd, then returned to England. He followed in his father’s footsteps, entering 
the Royal Navy as assistant surgeon in 1835, and appointed surgeon to HMS 
Sulphur on the China Station in September 1835. He was invalided home in 1841, 
and in 1845, received permission to proceed to Australia, arriving in April 1845 per 
Prima Donna from London with his wife Martha Emma McCallum and child. He 
died at Swan River in 1847.44

41  Susan was later to marry Robert Thomas Brockman, second son of R. J. Brockman of Greenough in 1871: 
Inquirer and Commercial News (Perth), 14 June 1871. Ridley’s Avon River block was sold first, in 1837, to Edward 
Hamersley and then in 1843 to William Locke Brockman & Charles Ridley Hinds. 6491/A—‘n.d., Release from 
mortgage by Stephen Waylen’; 6491A/57—‘22 May 1841, Mortgage of land on Avon River Charles Dawson 
Ridley to Edward Hamersley’; 6491A/58—‘20 January 1843, Transfer of Mortgage of Land in the district of 
Leschenault Edward Hamersley to William Locke Brockman & Charles Ridley Hinds’. ‘J S Battye Library of West 
Australian History Private Archives—Collection Listing: MN 150 Acc. 971A, 1286A, 6491A. Hamersley Family’, 
State Library of WA, 2005, slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/mn1_500/mn0150.pdf.
42  ‘Petitioning for Pollution. Swan River’, Melbourne Daily News, 5 April 1849, 2; Erickson, The Bicentennial 
Dictionary of Western Australians, pre-1829–1888, vols 1–4, ‘H’.
43  South Australian Record and Australasian and South African Chronicle (London), 12 December 1840, 12.
44  Hinds received great praise for his natural history collections, including the first Hong Kong specimens. Emma 
subsequently married Rivett Henry Bland, another York pastoralist, in 1848. Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
‘Hinds, Richard Brinsley (1812–1847)’, Plarr’s Lives of the Fellows, last modified 22 June 2015, livesonline.rcseng.
ac.uk/client/en_GB/lives/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ASSET$002f0$002fSD_ASSET:374414/
one?qu=Hinds%2C+Richard+Brinsley&te=ASSET.

http://slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/mn1_500/mn0150.pdf
http://livesonline.rcseng.ac.uk/client/en_GB/lives/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ASSET$002f0$002fSD_ASSET:374414/one?qu=Hinds%2C+Richard+Brinsley&te=ASSET
http://livesonline.rcseng.ac.uk/client/en_GB/lives/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ASSET$002f0$002fSD_ASSET:374414/one?qu=Hinds%2C+Richard+Brinsley&te=ASSET
http://livesonline.rcseng.ac.uk/client/en_GB/lives/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ASSET$002f0$002fSD_ASSET:374414/one?qu=Hinds%2C+Richard+Brinsley&te=ASSET
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One member of this family, Samuel Hinds (1793–1872), was prominent in the 
Anglican Church in Barbados and in Britain, becoming a strong advocate of 
systematic colonisation. Samuel’s shared financial, church and political interests in 
both Barbadian slave-ownership and Wakefieldian colonisation possibly explains 
other Hinds family members’ diffusion from Barbados to new settler colonies 
such as Western Australia. Hinds served as principal of Codrington College, 
Barbados—operated by the Church of England missionary organisation the Society 
for the Propagation of the Christian Religion in Foreign Parts, which received 
compensation of a little over £8,823 for 411 slaves after abolition. Samuel and his 
wife themselves owned seven slaves during the 1820s.45 From 1827 to 1831 he 
was vice principal of St Alban Hall, Oxford, to Richard Whately; when Whately 
became archbishop of Dublin in 1831, Hinds became his domestic chaplain—and 
did so again between 1843 and 1849. In 1849 he became the bishop of Norwich. 
Whately had been a vocal advocate for systematic colonisation from Wakefield’s 
first publication on the subject: Hinds, too, became an active Wakefieldian, joining 
the New Zealand Colonization Society, and the Canterbury Association in 1848.46 
Further connections of this kind await research. 

Expanding into the Avon Valley
Colonists were unable to expand inland into the Avon Valley until stock routes 
were identified, beginning in 1831. During the 1830s, Ridley and Walcott took 
up land there too. As well as his land in the Upper Swan region (1,107 acres or 
448 hectares) where his principal residence was located, Walcott was granted 4,860 
hectares south of York, which became known as the ‘Walcott Estate’. However, he 
speculated and eventually incurred considerable debts, being forced by his main 
creditor, Sydney merchant Edward Pollard, to sell his Avon holding by auction 
in July 1839. Walcott left for Mauritius in 1837, selling his unimproved estate to 
Samuel Viveash for ₤16,000.47 We do not yet have detailed information regarding his 
subsequent movements; however, Joanna Walcott had failed to make improvements 
on a town allotment in Perth in June 1839, and lots in Fremantle reverted to 

45  Son of sugar planter Abel Hinds (d. 1808) and his wife, Elizabeth Thornhill, née Rock (1776–1853), Samuel 
studied at Oxford and was ordained in 1822. B. H. Blacker, revised by H. C. G. Matthew, ‘Hinds, Samuel, (1793–
1872)’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 9 April 2020, doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/13349; ‘Rev. Samuel 
Hinds (later Bishop of Norwich)’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146653621.
46  And see Samuel Hinds, On the Colonisation of New Zealand (1838). Hinds’s patron Whately was prompted 
by the 1831–32 Select Committee on Secondary Punishments to write his Thoughts on Secondary Punishment, 
to which he appended Wakefield’s Facts Relating to the Punishment of Death in the Metropolis. In 1834 Whately 
published his substantial Remarks on Transportation, appending the South Australian Association’s prospectus—the 
first Wakefieldian free labour scheme. The Foreign and Colonial Quarterly Review, vol. 4, 1844.
47  The holding between York and the Dale was almost entirely uncleared, as Viveash recorded in his diary. Pamela 
Statham, comp., Dictionary of Western Australians, 1829–1914, vol. 1, Early Settlers, 1829–1850 (Nedlands, WA: 
University of Western Australia Press, 1979), 347. In January 1837 he advertised 12,000 acres in the York district, 
and a ‘valuable’ grant on the Swan. Swan River Guardian, 19 January 1837, 61.

http://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/13349
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146653621
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the Crown in August 1841.48 In September 1848 James’s eldest son James Perry, 
aged 38, accompanied Augustus Gregory and other settlers on an expedition to 
the Gascoyne River at Sharks Bay that opened up the region to pastoralism; James 
himself discovered lead ore (galena) in the bed of the Murchison River.49 James 
senior died at Greenough in 1872. 

No doubt capitalising on the family’s role in opening up this region, his son Robert 
(1829–1898) became a pastoralist in the Gascoyne–Murchison. During the 1880s, 
the frontier regime in this region entailed the forcible and perpetual ‘assignment’ 
of Aboriginal people to settlers, their arrest for ‘absconding’ or ‘theft’ of stock, 
their removal ‘on the chain’ to prison, and the appropriation of Aboriginal women 
by white settlers for sex. This looked very much like Caribbean slavery to some 
observers, such as Governor Robinson, who in 1881 wrote to the secretary of state 
of ‘a state of things little short of slavery’.50 Government Resident Robert Fairbairn 
(1841–1922) was sent to investigate, reporting in 1882 that Robert Walcott had 
urged the government to allow settlers to use violent techniques of subjugation, 
arguing that ‘in the early days of Champion Bay the natives were shot down 
right and left for sheep and cattle stealing’.51 Fairbairn identified the kidnapping 
of Aboriginal women and girls as the origin of conflict, prompting further public 
attack by prominent settlers. Walcott stated:

I think if the Government would allow the settlers to give Our natives a good 
dressing, as was done at the De Grey [the Pilbara], some years ago, and as was done 
at Champion Bay [near Geraldton] some years since, it would effectually put a stop 
to it. In the early days of Champion Bay the natives were shot right and left for sheep 
and cattle stealing.52

Here Walcott evoked the living memory of frontier conflict triggered by settler 
expansion, and events such as the ‘Flying Foam Massacre’, in which dozens of 
Aboriginal people were killed in a campaign of violence conducted between February 
and June 1868.53

48  An 1836 grant at ‘Yangedine’ to John Walcott is recorded, possibly James’s brother. ‘Yangedine’, Photographs 
of Perth, Western Australia, n.d., mingor.net/localities/yangedine.html.
49  ‘The Settlers’ Expedition to the Northward from Perth, under Mr Assistant-Surveyor A.C. Gregory’, in 
Augustus Charles Gregory and Francis Thomas Gregory, Journals of Australian Explorations (Brisbane: James C. Beal, 
Government Printer, 1884), 13–30.
50  Robinson to Secretary of State, 9 March 1881, in Correspondence relating to the question of police protection 
to settlers in outlying districts, promulgation of pearl shell fishery regulations and protection of the Aboriginal 
natives, Western Australian Legislative Council, Parliamentary Papers, 1881, no. 13, p. 5. 
51  Western Australian Legislative Council, Instructions to and reports from the resident magistrate despatched by 
direction of His Excellency on special duty to the Murchison and Gascoyne districts (Perth: Richard Pether, Government 
Printer, 1882), 9. Robert M. Walcott was Charles and John Brockman’s partner at Minilya Station, Gascoyne, until 
December 1884. The partnership was dissolved in December 1884. West Australian, 20 December 1884, 1.
52  West Australian, 8 December 1882, 3.
53  Tom Gara’s research regarding this event has been collated in Tom Gara, ‘The Flying Foam Massacre: 
Comprehensive Summary of Flying Foam Massacre Articles by Tom Gara’, edited by Robin Chapple, 2017, www.
robin chapple.com/sites/default/files/Flying%20Foam%20Massacre%20Report.cleaned%20.pdf.

http://mingor.net/localities/yangedine.html
http://www.robinchapple.com/sites/default/files/Flying%20Foam%20Massacre%20Report.cleaned%20.pdf
http://www.robinchapple.com/sites/default/files/Flying%20Foam%20Massacre%20Report.cleaned%20.pdf
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By August 1838 Ridley had moved to York, taking up land near Northam, and by 
October was advertising for wheat and for ‘hands’ to ‘clear land, plough, &c’ at his 
Baylie Farm.54 This was declared part of York in August 1838.55 Possibly hinting 
at tensions with his workforce, in April 1839 he offered a reward for information 
about those who ‘wantonly and maliciously tilted my loaded bullock cart, by which 
I have sustained considerable damage’.56 By June 1840 land in this area was ‘generally 
considered’ among ‘the best sheep and grazing runs in the York district’.57 Ridley 
had apparently not claimed all he was entitled to on his arrival—and a subsequent 
claim for the remaining 2,500 acres in 1841 was refused.58

Labour
The great problem for colonists aspiring to become landed gentry was a lack of 
labour, desperately needed to clear and work the land. Free men would not willingly 
do this arduous work for others. The York farmers’ demands for labour—along 
with their techniques of discipline such as flogging—were already widespread 
by the late 1830s. Through their search for docile, disciplined labour we perhaps 
most clearly see the link between the system of slavery familiar from the Caribbean 
colonies and the new society they sought to create in Western Australia. Historians 
have long argued that the colony’s survival until the 1890s gold rushes relied on 
the exploitation of coerced labour, especially in the form of indentured servants, 
convicts and Aboriginal workers. Among the ‘big York farmers’, Ridley was a prime 
mover in the district’s Agricultural Society, which aimed to disseminate techniques 
of labour discipline and promoted a variety of labour schemes, seeking variously 
to put Noongar to work and to import British ‘Orphan and Destitute’ children, 
poor German families, or labourers from places as distant as Singapore, China 
and Tasmania.59 He was secretary in May 1833, when it announced a special 
meeting to discuss ‘the propriety of opening a Correspondence with the Society 
in London, “For the permanent Support of Orphan and Destitute Children, by 
means of Apprenticeship in the Colonies”’. This led to one of the earliest British 
child migration schemes, conducted by the Society for the Suppression of Juvenile 

54  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 18 August 1838, 132; Classified Advertising, Perth Gazette and 
Western Australian Journal, 6 October 1838, 157.
55  ‘The Government Gazette. Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, August 13, 1838’, Perth Gazette and Western 
Australian Journal, 18 August 1838, 132.
56  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 27 April 1839, 68.
57  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 20 June 1840, 1.
58  Inquirer (Perth), 13 January 1841, 94. The journalist sympathetically explained that Ridley was entitled to 
12,500 acres on his arrival in the colony, which were awarded to him. However, Mr Ridley applied only for 10,000 
acres, and the authorities never relinquished the remnant.
59  Ridley became the society’s secretary. Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 16 February 1833, 27. 
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Vagrancy.60 Historian Andrew Gill argues that the 243 young British juvenile 
offenders called the Parkhurst ‘apprentices’, transported to Western Australia 
between 1842 and 1852, and assigned to wealthy settlers, were the first convicts, 
well before transportation was officially introduced in 1850.61

In 1842, the desire to maintain a stable labour force in steady employment led 
to the introduction of legislation aimed at controlling the movement of workers. 
Any  person ‘employed in any manner howsoever, either as a manual or a home 
servant or in any other capacity’, who left that employment could be brought before 
two justices of the peace, who were also usually landowners, and condemned to three 
months’ hard labour.62 Such mechanisms recall the post-emancipation Caribbean at 
just this time—including a ‘system of payment at certain times’, the provision of 
cottages and small plots to ‘tie them to one place’, but also the ‘improvement 
of working and living conditions so that labourers would contract their services for 
longer periods’.63 

Throughout the 1840s the wealthy York pastoralists were central to the push for 
convictism in Western Australia, which was finally successful in 1850. After New 
South Wales had been closed to convict transportation in 1840, those in the eastern 
colonies became increasingly eager to end the system altogether. However, in 1849, 
under the pressure of overflowing prisons in Britain, the secretary of state for war 
and the colonies, Henry George Grey, the third Earl Grey, resumed it, arousing 
tremendous colonial opposition.64 In Western Australia, established as a free colony, 
there was widespread opposition to transportation, but the pastoralists made 
increasingly desperate demands for labour. As an economic depression lifted in 1847, 
many of the free labourers fled the ‘relentless talons of our irascible York gentry’ for 

60  This sent out its first party of child migrants to the Cape of Good Hope and Swan River Colony in the early 
1830s; Wakefield’s National Colonization Society, formed in 1830, proposed to send out as apprentices to settlers 
any orphan and destitute children, until an emigration fund was available. Richard Mills, The Colonization of 
Australia (1829–42): The Wakefield Experiment in Empire Building (London: Sidgwick & Jackson, 1915); for an 
overview, see Penelope Hetherington, Settlers, Servants and Slaves: Aboriginal and European Children in Nineteenth-
Century Western Australia (Nedlands: University of Western Australia Press, 2002).
61  Andrew Gill, Convict Assignment in Western Australia: The Parkhurst ‘Apprentices’ 1842–1851 (Maylands, WA: 
Blatellae Books, 2004).
62  Hetherington, Settlers, Servants and Slaves, 33; Pamela Statham, ‘Why Convicts: Part 1: An Economic Analysis 
of Colonial Attitudes to the Introduction of Convicts’ and ‘Part 2: The Decision to Introduce Convicts to Swan 
River’, in C. T. Stannage, ‘Convictism in Western Australia’, Studies in Western Australian History 4 (1981): 1–18, 
search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/ielapa.830101268.
63  For Caribbean parallels, see Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, Commonwealth Caribbean Law and Legal Systems 
(New York: Routledge, 2008), ch. 2; Lydon, Anti-Slavery and Australia, 135–60; N. Worden, “Between Slavery and 
Freedom: The Apprenticeship Period, 1834–1838’, in Breaking the Chains: Slavery and Its Legacy in the Nineteenth-
Century Cape Colony, ed. N. Worden and C. Crais (Johannesburg: Witwatersrand University Press, 1994): 118–24.
64  A. G. L. Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies: A Study of Penal Transportation from Great Britain and Ireland to 
Australia and Other Parts of the British Empire (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1977), 335–45; John 
M. Ward, ‘Grey, Henry George (1802–1894)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, 
The Australian National University, adb.anu.edu.au/biography/grey-henry-george-2126/text2693, published first 
in hardcopy 1966, accessed online 12 April 2021.
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other colonies, prompting a debate regarding the fair treatment of workers by the big 
York farmers.65 Ridley died in 1845, but in 1848 pro-convict pastoralists T. N. Yule, 
Edward Barrett-Lennard and Rivett Henry Bland (protector of Aborigines from 
1841) joined Western Australia’s Legislative Council, prompting a reversal of its 
position, in alliance with the newly arrived governor, Captain Fitzgerald, tasked 
with implementing Grey’s policy.66 In May 1849 an order-in-council was passed 
making Western Australia a penal colony, and the first two ships carrying convicts 
arrived at Fremantle in 1850, with the colony subsequently receiving around three 
shiploads of felons a year.67

It is also significant that expansion into the Avon Valley entailed frontier conflict with 
Ballardong Noongar and increasingly oppressive strategies to extract their labour.68 
Figures such as Aboriginal protector and local pastoralist Rivett Henry Bland were 
prominent in these processes: Bland had been a member of the first party of ‘explorers’ 
to the Avon Valley and established the first farm near York on Stirling’s instructions 
in 1831. Between 1839 and 1846 a protective regime structured by principles of 
Wakefield’s systematic colonisation was established for the region under Governor 
John Hutt, encouraging the emigration of skilled labourers but also providing for 
an Indigenous workforce. In early 1847, as pastoral settlement expanded, Bland 
proposed to extend summary jurisdiction to local magistrates—allowing them to 
flog Aboriginal people of any age or gender rather than sending them away for 
trial in Perth. This, Bland argued, would save time and money and would prevent 
white retaliation for theft of stock—and at a time of labour scarcity would secure 
greater control over Aboriginal people’s labour.69 A decade after emancipation, Grey 
and Stephen in the Colonial Office were concerned about the proposed ordinance’s 
exclusive focus on Aboriginal people and its potential abuse.70 However, the only real 

65  Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 28 August 1847, 3.
66  Edward Barrett-Lennard’s eldest brother Thomas (1788–1856) was awarded part of the £6259 8s 10d 
compensation for the 288 enslaved people on Stewart Castle in Trelawney, Jamaica. ‘Thomas Barrett Lennard’, 
LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/-1012574016.
67  C. T. Stannage, The People of Perth: A Social History of Western Australia’s Capital City (Perth: Perth City Council, 
1979), 77–81; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, 353–57; Statham, ‘Why Convicts’; Kellie Moss, ‘The Swan River 
Experiment: Coerced Labour in Western Australia 1829–1868’, Studies in Western Australian History 34 (2020): 
23–39, search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit.426378299927843.
68  Jeremy Martens, ‘Pastoralism, Aboriginal Labour and the Shift towards Convict Transportation in Western 
Australia’, seminar paper presented to Writing Slavery into Australian History seminar series, 11 March 2021.
69  Ann Hunter, A Different Kind of ‘Subject’: Colonial Law in Aboriginal–European Relations in Nineteenth Century 
Western Australia 1829–61 (North Melbourne: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2012), 197–99. ‘Report of a 
Committee of the Legislative Council of Western Australia, appointed to inquire into and report upon the expenses 
connected with the Aborigines’, p. 5, 22 July 1847, CO 18/45, AJCP Reel 439–440, pp. 316–20. As Samuel 
Furphy points out, the Western Australian protectors of Aborigines worked to facilitate, rather than challenge, 
settlement: ‘Philanthropy or Patronage?: Aboriginal Protectors in the Port Phillip District and Western Australia’, 
in Aboriginal Protection and Its Intermediaries in Britain’s Antipodean Colonies, ed. Samuel Furphy and Amanda 
Nettelbeck (New York and London: Routledge, 2020), 58–76.
70  Hunter, Different Kind, 201–20; J. M. Ward, Earl Grey and the Australian Colonies 1846–1857: A Study of 
Self-government and Self-interest (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1958).

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/-1012574016
http://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit.426378299927843


Australian Journal of Biography and History: No. 6, 2022

44

opponent of this proposal was the anti-slavery colonial secretary, Richard Madden, 
who arrived in Western Australia in March 1848. Madden claimed that the measure 
would disgrace the Home Government, and

reduce the native people of Western Australia and especially the women of that 
people to a state of degradation in no wise less to be deprecated than that which had 
existed in the West Indies where the dominion of the lash had been lately broken 
down at such a vast expenditure of public money.71

However, the Colonial Office was persuaded that the summary punishment 
legislation would also answer the colony’s desperate labour needs, and it agreed 
to their differential treatment in Western Australia as an ‘exceptional case’.72 On 
the expanding frontier, principles of punishment and discipline derived from the 
plantation, and supposedly abolished elsewhere, were reintroduced for Indigenous 
people.

Jarrah and sandalwood
As well as developing his pastoral interests, Ridley also sought to exploit other 
resources in the colony and to introduce new industries such as sugar, a commodity 
he was familiar with from his West Indian experience. Ridley led the exploitation 
of the colony’s timber. In April 1843 he first proposed an export trade in a timber 
known to Noongar as jarrah, proposing that a company with a capital of £9,000 be 
formed.73 A week later, he announced that a special committee had been appointed 
by the Agricultural Society, sanctioned by the governor. He proposed to introduce 
it not as a mahogany, ‘but as a perfectly new and eminently serviceable timber. 
It is proposed to give it the name by which it is known by the aborigines, viz., 
“Jarrah”; by this name it will quietly and unostentatiously make itself known by its 
own intrinsic value’. Ridley proposed himself to raise the sum of £2,000 sterling to 
commence this export timber-trade, through the agency of 500 shareholders, at £4 
each share.74 Ridley urged his fellow colonists to support his scheme, arguing:

71  R. R. Madden, Colonial Secretary of Western Australia, ‘Reasons Assigned by the Colonial Secretary for 
dissenting from the measure now before the Council for giving a Summary jurisdiction to Magistrates over the 
Aborigines, depriving the latter of trial by jury except in cases of Murder, rape and arson and introducing the 
practice of flogging the natives for the first time into the Colony as a general punishment’, Minute, 7 November 
1848. Richard Madden, ‘Submission’, Colonial Office records, Western Australia: Original Correspondence, 
1828–1900, CO 18/48, AJCP Reel 441–442, p. 371. I thank Jennifer McLaren for drawing my attention to this 
important figure, and his abolitionist arguments in Western Australia. See also Bob Reece, ‘The Colonial Career of 
Richard Robert Madden: The West Indies, West Africa, and Western Australia’, Australian Journal of Irish Studies 4 
(2002): 18–28.
72  Hunter, Different Kind, 201–20; Ward, Earl Grey and the Australian Colonies.
73  Kimberly, History of West Australia. Comparing the local product to Honduran mahogany, Ridley argued that 
its resistance to parasites made it more useful for external planking. Inquirer (Perth), 5 April 1843, 5.
74  Inquirer (Perth), 12 April 1843, 5.
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We shall, therefore, be precisely in the situation of that notable traveller, Mr. Gulliver, 
when he was bound down to the earth by an irresistible power, but, like a young 
giant, we must use a giant’s strength, and break our bonds asunder, and be up and 
doing, for now is the time, and it is in the power of any man, who lives by the 
Colony, and, as a consequence, wishes well to it, and the land of his choice and of his 
adoption, to take at least one share (be it only a ‘commodity’ one) in the new-born 
trade of the Colony.75

At this time there was little support for the venture. But Ridley, ‘undismayed by 
the coolness with which his views’ had been received, again sought to gain public 
attention for an export trade in sandalwood. In February 1845 a small cargo was 
sent as an experiment to Singapore, by ‘Messrs. Moulton, Jecks, and others’.76 The 
government boat, the Champion, sent a few tons of ‘our native nut-tree—supposed 
by competent judges to be the sandalwood of commerce’ to Bombay. Although 
disappointed when Stirling fixed an export rate of £3 per ton, the return of the 
Champion early in 1845 brought the exciting news that the wood would fetch 
£10 per ton in Bombay or Mauritius and £20–£30 per ton if taken directly to 
Canton.77 From 1844 (to 1929), Western Australia became a dominant exporter of 
sandalwood, which was purchased mainly by Chinese merchants in Singapore and 
Shanghai to be powdered for incense. Sandalwood exploitation was closely linked 
with the expansion of the pastoral and wheat industries. For the first cutters in the 
Avon Valley the sandalwood trade boomed until early 1848, when local supplies 
were exhausted and over-supply sent prices tumbling.78 The boom had exacerbated 
the pastoralists’ labour problem by diverting labour 1845–48, which then left the 
colony, driving their support for convict labour.

Sugar, ‘the Barbadoes flute’
Barbados-born Ridley also urged the cultivation of sugar cane in 1845, as a depression 
prompted economic diversification: not as a staple product, but merely to supply 
the colony with sugar, syrup, molasses, rum, vinegar and conserves. Based on his 
Caribbean experience, he argued that Perth’s climate could be managed to grow this 
crop successfully, and that the ‘juice within the sugar-cane is the most lively, elegant, 
and least cloying sweet in nature, and which sucked raw, has proved extremely 
nutritive and wholesome’.79 The cane plant had been introduced into the colony 

75  ‘Correspondence’, Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 15 April 1843, 3.
76  Inquirer (Perth), 1 September 1847, 2.
77  Inquirer (Perth) 26 February 1845, 3; [Editorial], Inquirer, 5 February 1845; Inquirer, 9 July 1845; Western 
Australian Government Gazette, no. 163, 19 December 1848.
78  Pamela Statham, ‘The Sandalwood Industry in Australia: A History’. Initially, the sandalwood boom had 
diverted labour from the pastoralists’ needs; Statham, ‘Why Convicts’, 1–10.
79  Inquirer (Perth), 19 February 1845, 3; He was an active correspondent on the topic of cultivation, for example, 
Inquirer, 12 February 1845, 4.
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with the first settlers, but failed to thrive, and Ridley himself had been cautious 
about this crop because it discouraged ‘industry’: ‘even in Barbadoes, and the other 
sugar colonies in the West Indies, where the cane is so abundant, the youths and 
“Johnny Raws” may be seen in the streets, from morning to night, indulging in the 
mastication of their favourite fruit’ so that the cane has the appearance of being glued 
to their lips, leading to its name, the ‘Barbadoes flute’. But when times became hard, 
however, Ridley urged the cultivation of sugar as an advancement for the colony.80 
He argued that the latitude and climate of this part of Western Australia could be 
managed, through appropriate choice of soil, preparation, selection of plants or 
cane-tops, mode of planting and subsequent management of the young plants.81 
While sugar never became a commercial crop, it was grown in this informal way—
for example, by St Kitts–born Archibald Burt in the garden of Strawberry Hill, 
his residence on Adelaide Terrace, Perth, during the 1860s.82

Ridley died in 1845, when these processes of exploitation and development were 
well underway.

Figure 8: St Kitts–born Archibald Burt growing sugar cane in the garden of 
Strawberry Hill, his residence on Adelaide Terrace, Perth, in 1862.
Source: Courtesy of State Library of Western Australia (SLWA 6923B/182).

80  Inquirer (Perth), 19 February 1845, 3.
81  ‘On the Cultivation of The Sugar-Cane, &c. Letter II’, Inquirer (Perth), 26 February 1845, 3; Inquirer, 
19 February 1845, 3; Inquirer, 19 March 1845, 4.
82  Burt came to Perth in 1860 as civil commissioner and chairman of Quarter Sessions, was a slavery beneficiary 
and retained his West Indies interests throughout his life. ‘Archibald Paull Burt’, LBS, www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/
view/25939. And see Georgina Arnott, ‘Slavery, Trade and Settler Colonialism: The Stirling Family and Britain’s 
Empire, c. 1730–1840’, this volume.
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Conclusion
Through the detailed life stories of these families and their connections, we can 
understand the broader reorientation of capital, people and culture from the 
Caribbean to the newer settler colonies. The tools of biographical research and 
writing are an effective means of uncovering the global mobility and networks 
of connection that constituted imperial development.83 Such movement reveals 
not merely the public careers of prominent officials, but also the more ordinary, 
less privileged imperial subjects seeking new opportunities. Ridley and Walcott 
acquired vast tracts of Noongar Country, first in Perth, and then inland, driving 
exploitation of the colony’s natural resources, including land, timber and minerals. 
Ridley was prominent in schemes to secure labour that would underwrite their 
landowning lifestyles.

Many questions remain regarding these families and their networks, in Guyana, 
Britain and Australia; further research is also needed to establish their financial 
dealings with more precision. The lives of their children are worth exploring too: 
most of Walcott’s children remained in Western Australia to the end of their lives, 
several of his sons pursuing the northern frontier. One son, Pemberton Walcott, 
was a vocal anti-slavery advocate.84 A notable exception was the eldest son, James 
Perry Walcott, who became a grazier in the Darling Downs region of Queensland—
perhaps following his old associate Augustus Gregory when he became commissioner 
for crown lands and surveyor-general; he would have benefited from Gregory’s 
landmark 1867 memorandum that gave the best land to the squatters.85

These life journeys help unravel some of the complex processes at work during the 
1820s, the decade leading up to abolition, as debates about labour, emigration 
and freedom determined profound shifts at home and abroad—as well as the 
reorganisation of Britain’s administrative and commercial structure of the 1830s. 
Biographical methods reveal how these families chose to leave the fraught slave 
regime of Demerara to return to England. As we begin to uncover their professional 
and personal networks, linked by investments, military service, family alliance and 
other associations, we see the ways in which family fortunes became bound together. 
Slavery—and other—capital was reinvested, as these colonists sought to establish 
themselves as landed gentry in newer colonies. For those seeking answers to the loss 

83  Zoë Laidlaw, Colonial Connections 1815–45: Patronage, The Information Revolution and Colonial Government 
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005); David Lambert and Alan Lester, eds, Colonial Lives Across the 
British Empire: Imperial Careering in the Long Nineteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).
84  See Malcolm Allbrook, ‘“A Disguised and Unquestionable Form of Slavery”: Aboriginal Labour on the 
Nineteenth-Century Pearling Fleet in North-West Australia’, this volume.
85  D. B. Waterson, ‘Gregory, Sir Augustus Charles (1819–1905)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, The Australian National University, adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gregory-sir-augustus-
charles-3663/text5717, published first in hardcopy 1972, accessed online 23 October 2021.
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of slavery, Swan River offered one solution. As the first free settlement, imagined by 
the capitalists who went there as a place to establish themselves as an elite landowning 
class, Western Australia occupied an interesting place in the transition to settler 
colonisation. Within a few years, it was incorporated into Wakefieldian principles 
of the commoditisation and appropriation of Indigenous land, and the exploitation 
of ‘free’ labour drawn from society’s most vulnerable groups. On Western Australia’s 
new frontier, techniques of punishment and discipline once applied to enslaved 
bodies, and supposedly abolished, were revived for application to Indigenous 
workers. Like other colonists, Ridley and Walcott applied principles drawn from 
the Caribbean to the new colonies, of land commoditisation, racialised and classed 
labour (including forced migration), and resource exploitation, dismissing the rights 
of the existing occupants.

Traces of these families remain in the Western Australian landscape, preserved in 
place names and the cadastral grid.86 The present day Perth suburb of Lockridge, 
for example, originated as part of an adjoining estate assigned to James Walcott 
and C. D. Ridley in 1830.87 By recovering something of their role in both the 
slavery business and in developing the colony I have not sought to demonise these 
individuals. While we know that slavery furnished some of their capital and enabled 
them to invest in Swan River, their role seems relatively small, part of what Alan 
Lester and Nikita Vanderbyl have termed ‘the broader restructuring of the British 
Empire’ of this period.88 They formed part of a much larger wave of settler colonists 
who collectively invaded and exploited Noongar Country.

As Greg Dening suggested in Mr Bligh’s Bad Language, the public today seeks 
reassurance by demonising historical figures such as Captain William Bligh, 
popularly remembered for his theatrical brutality during the mutiny on the Bounty. 
The cartoon-like stereotype of Bligh, wrote Dening, makes ‘a comfortable sort of 
villain’ for the modern observer.89 Creating monsters of historical figures serves the 
dual purpose of allowing people in the present day to feel both comfortingly distant 
from troubling historical practices, as well as morally superior to the past. Yet we have 
known for a long time that although acts of violence that characterised colonialism 
were evil, the individual perpetrators of those acts are not always recognisable as 
monsters. This is the banality of evil, in the words of Hannah Arendt: in describing 

86  For example, in the Perth suburb of Kwinana, Ridley Green commemorates Mrs Charles Dawson Ridley and 
her family. ‘History and Heritage’, City of Kwinana, n.d., accessed 19 January 2022, www.kwinana.wa.gov.au/our-
city/about-kwinana/history/Pages/default.aspx.
87  These two properties were then amalgamated and the farm called ‘Pyrton’. In 1920, part of Pyrton was 
surrendered to the Crown for the purpose of residential subdivision to provide war service land settlement blocks. 
Altone Local Area Plan 2009–2012 (Perth: City of Swan, 2016), p. 13. 
88  Alan Lester and Nikita Vanderbyl, ‘The Restructuring of the British Empire and the Colonization of Australia, 
1832–8’, History Workshop Journal 90 (Autumn 2020): 165–88, quotation p. 188, doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbaa017.
89  Greg Dening, Mr Bligh’s Bad Language: Passion, Power and Theatre on the Bounty (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1994), 340.
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Adolf Eichmann as ‘terrifyingly normal’, she argued for his disengagement from 
the impact of his actions upon others, as he simply followed the rules of the Nazi 
regime.90 Creating historical monsters helps to close off the past from the present, 
rather than acknowledge our own, continuing, links to it. Individual life stories 
can bring the past to life and reveal the reality of settler colonialism; they also allow 
the creation of a more nuanced sense of the past, which allows for moral choice. 
Yet ultimately, responsibility for the legacies of those processes is shared by all those 
who profited. In the present, Australian society must collectively acknowledge 
these historical inequalities and the privilege they conferred upon settlers.

90  Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (New York: Penguin Random House, 
2006), 276.
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