Acknowledgements

First and foremost, I am grateful to the authors who committed their
time and energy to this project. In addition to writing chapters for this
collection, they also reviewed each other’s work, shared photographs
and stories from their personal lives, made recommendations and
introductions in Fiji, and cleared a path for me to bring this project to
fruition. There are many others who are not listed as authors but made
valuable contributions to this research nonetheless by participating in our
monthly Fiji history talanoas since 2018. A number of promising chapters
and conversations were postponed due to the unexpected disruptions
caused by the coronavirus pandemic, and I extend my deepest sympathies
to all those in Fiji who were affected by COVID-19. This includes the
people of Suvavou, whom I acknowledge as the traditional custodians of
the land and pay my respects to their elders, past and present.

Four institutions played a pivotal role in this project. I wish to express my
gratitude to the Fiji Museum, including the director Sipiriano Nemani, and
their archives unit, Ratu Jone Balenaivalu and Jeremaia Veisa, who kindly
provided many photographs from their collection. The National Archives
of Fiji, led by Acting Principal Archivist Timoci Balenaivalu, facilitated
access to their extensive collections, including their photographs, colonial
records and the Fiji Times, and kindly offered their conference room as
a space for one of our team meetings. Archivist staff Jennifer Voka, Asena
Dame, Losena Tudreu, Vaciseva Levu, Amelia Baubau, Emily Rasoqosoqo
and former director Opeta Alefaio provided generous assistance too. This
book would not have been possible without the support of the University
of the South Pacific, which includes the Pacific Collection of the Library,
and the School of Law and Social Sciences, headed by Sandra Tarte, and
my colleagues Morgan Tuimaleali‘ifano, Jacqueline Ryle and Litea Meo-
Sewabu. From The Australian National University, I received valuable
assistance from Stewart Firth of the ANU Press Board and Jenny Sheehan
from the CartoGIS team. Thank you all!

vii



viii

SUVA STORIES

I was fortunate to have many knowledgeable advisers who were always
willing to help me and provide encouragement and inspiration. These
include Robert Nicole and Anurag Subramani with whom I had
wonderful discussions over lunch in Suva. Robin Yarrow and Pita Nacuva
were enthusiastic and supportive of my ambitions and took particular care
to introduce me to Suva residents. Robin, a passionate history enthusiast
who has been leading efforts to create a heritage trail through Suva for
many years, shared many of his personal documents and memories.
Seona Smiles’s and Beth Battricks editing skills were exceptional and
I am grateful for their diligent work. I am grateful too to Paul Geraghty
who patiently reviewed the manuscript and gave thoughtful advice on
linguistic and historical minutiae. Last, but not least, I am indebted to
the late Fiji historian Professor Brij V Lal, who encouraged this research
and generously answered my many questions. Fijians mourned his sudden
passing on 25 December 2021 and during a memorial at Jai Narayan
College, Suva residents celebrated his legacy as a patriotic and distinguished
son of Fiji. This book would not have been possible without him.

As the title suggests, this book does not pretend to be #he authoritative
history of Suva. It is an eclectic mix that reflects the diversity of our
contributors, and of Suva in general, and admittedly there are important
gaps that remain to be filled. The stories presented here only scratch the
surface of this remarkable and resilient city. By making this book open
access, | hope it prompts new conversations about what a history of Suva
might contain in the future.



This text is taken from Suwva Stories: A History of the Capital of Fiji,
edited by Nicholas Halter, published 2022, The Australian National
University, Canberra, Australia.





