Appendix 1. Recorded
Population of Suva

The following table condenses census data from 1901 to 2017. In 1879
HS Cooper estimated Suva’s population to be 200, and in 1888 the
Colonial Report estimated the European population of Suva to be 700.!
Since 1901, the census has changed the categories used to record ethnic
data. It has also taken different approaches to distinguish between the
town itself and the surrounding rural area.

1 HS Cooper, The islands of the Pacific (London: R. Bentley and Son, 1888) 206; Great Britain
Colonial Office, Fiji: Annual general report for the year 1888 (London: H.M.S.O., 1888).
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Ethnic data gathered in the 2017 census was not released.
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APPENDIX 1

*Two populations were recorded in 1911,1921 and
1936 - one for the Suva municipality and one for
Suva suburbs. In 1946 an additional category of
‘rural’ was added. The figures listed here are a
combined total. JS Whitelaw notes that there
was no definition of what area the suburbs
encompassed. In 1952 the boundaries of Suva
were extended to include the area that had been
called suburbs and rural in former censuses. This
expanded the old town council area of one square
mile to over eight square miles.?

** From 1986 the population of the peri-urban
Suva area was counted separately (listed in this
table in parentheses).

# The Greater Suva Urban Area was reclassified
and Nasinu was incorporated as a separate
subdivision in the 2007 census. This explains the
significant population decrease of the peri-urban
population.

## In the 1996 and 2007 censuses, ethnic data
was collected but the general tables did not
specify the ethnic data for Suva.

Source: Census data published by the British
Colonial Government from 1901 to 1966 can be
found in the National Archives of Fiji. Census data
from 1970 onward was sourced from a number
of archives, including the National Library of
Australia, the University of the South Pacific
Library’s Pacific Collection and the Fiji Bureau of
Statistics’ website (www.statsfiji.gov.fj/).

2 JS Whitelaw, ‘People, land and government in Suva,
Fiji (PhD thesis, The Australian National University,
19606), 63.
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This text is taken from Suwva Stories: A History of the Capital of Fiji,
edited by Nicholas Halter, published 2022, The Australian National
University, Canberra, Australia.





