Key Treaties and Events

1927

1932

1934

1936

1936-37

Japan—Australia Association formed by business firms and
bankers.

The Ottawa Agreement upheld the principle of preferential
trade and confirmed Britain as Australia’s most important
customer and central to its trading interests. Countries such
as Japan, while important to Australia, had to take second
place behind the trading concerns of the United Kingdom.

The 1934 Australian Eastern Mission—Australia’s first
diplomatic mission outside of Britain and its empire—sent
Attorney-General John Latham to the countries of East and
Southeast Asia. Popularly known as the ‘Goodwill Mission’,
this included Latham’s goodwill visit to Tokyo.

22 May: the Australian government further entrenched the
principle of preferential trade with the implementation of
a new Australian trade policy—a ‘trade diversion policy’.
Tariff rates were to be raised substantially and a special
licensing system introduced which would discriminate against
imports from countries such as Japan and the United States
while favouring British imports. Before May 1936, Japan
and Australia had been negotiating a treaty of friendship,
commerce and navigation. This was abandoned. The bitter
trade dispute in 1936, together with the Australian iron ore
embargo, left a disagreeable aftertaste in commercial relations,
and trade between the two countries did not fully recover for
many years.

Australian exports to Japan more than halved and continued
to fall. Japanese imports of Australian wool and wheat
declined noticeably in the late 1930s.
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1940

1941

1945

1947
1947-48

1952

1953
1955

1957

1963

1964

17 August: Sir John Latham appointed first Australian
minister to Japan.

8 December: Australian prime minister John Curtin declared
war on Japan.

6 and 9 August: Atomic bombs dropped on Japan.

15 August: Japanese emperor Hirohito announces surrender,
which is officially accepted on 2 September.

Australian embassy established in Tokyo.

The Sterling Payments Agreement settled the mode of payment
between Australia and Japan and overcame one of the main
practical obstacles to trade, setting trade between the two
countries on a firm footing.

28 April: the San Francisco Peace Treaty with Japan, signed by
Australia, entered into force.

Land and residence for Australian embassy in Tokyo purchased
by the Australian government.

Japanese embassy established in Australia.

Late October: Japan requested that Australia consider a new
commerce treaty.

First visit to Japan by an Australian prime minister (Robert
Menzies). First visit to Australia by a Japanese prime minister

(Nobusuke Kishi).

6 July: Agreement on Commerce between Japan and the
Commonwealth of Australia signed; a major Australia—Japan
trading relationship formalised and sustained.

5 August: After incorporating amendments, the revised
Agreement on Commerce between Australia and Japan was
provisionally agreed to and signed in Tokyo. Japanese prime
minister Hayato Ikeda visited Australia in September—October
1963. Japan and Australia suggested making concerted efforts
towards regional economic stability.

April-June: Protocol amending the Agreement on Commerce
between Australia and Japan came into force on 27 May 1964.
27 May: Agreement on Commerce between Australia and
Japan ratified and came into force, Canberra.



1966

1966-67

1968-69

1970

1972

1973

1974

KEY TREATIES AND EVENTS

19 December: The Asian Development Bank, of which
Australia and Japan were founding members, opened in Manila
with Japan’s Takeshi Watanabe as the banks first president.

After years of gradually narrowing the gap, Japan finally
supplanted the United Kingdom as Australia’s largest export
market. It held that position until 2007, when it was overtaken
by China.

27 November 1968: Agreement on Fisheries between the
Commonwealth of Australia and Japan signed in Canberra.
Ratified in Tokyo on 25 July 1969, it entered into force on
24 August 1969.

Organization for Pacific Trade and Development was first
advocated by Kiyoshi Kojima and Peter Drysdale at the 1968
Pacific Trade and Development (PAFTAD) Conference.

Agreement between Japan and the Commonwealth of
Australia for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income
entered into force.

Australiaand Japan established the Australia—Japan Ministerial
Committee, first meeting in Canberra.

Prime Minister Whitlam visited Japan and proposed the idea
of a general treaty: Japan accepted immediately. The second
meeting of the Australia—Japan Ministerial Committee was

held in Tokyo.

The Australia—Japan Research Centre (AJRC) was initiated as
the Australia, Japan and Western Pacific Economic Relations
Research Committee, which, in 1980, became the Australia—
Japan Research Centre when it was endowed by the Japanese
government, Australian government, and Japanese and
Australian business communities. The founding director was
Professor Peter Drysdale.

1 November: Cultural Agreement between the Government
of Japan and the Government of Australia signed. Gordon
Freeth formed the Australia Japan Society of WA.
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1975

1976

1977

1978

1980

1982

1983

1988

1989

Third meeting of the Australia—Japan Ministerial Committee
was held in Canberra. March: the Australia—Japan Relations
Symposium was held in the Australian Academy of Science,
Canberra.

16 June: Prime Minister Fraser visited Tokyo and signed the
Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between Japan
and Australia, with Japanese prime minister Takeo Miki.

The Crawford—Okita Report delivered.

Australia—Japan  Foundation (AJF) established, with
headquarters in Canberra, supported by an office at the
Australian embassy in Tokyo.

Fourth meeting of the Australia—Japan Ministerial Committee
held, Tokyo. 21 August: Basic Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation came into force.

26-27 June: fifth meeting of the Australia—Japan Ministerial
Committee held.

15-17 January: Japanese prime minister Masayoshi Ohira
visited Australia.

9-10 June: sixth meeting of the Australia—Japan Ministerial
Committee held.

September: Pacific Community Seminar held in Canberra,
considered to be the first meeting of the Pacific Economic
Cooperation Council (PECC).

Australia—Japan Research Centre (AJRC) established at
The Australian National University.

Australia—Japan Relations Symposium held in Melbourne.
The Australia—Japan Relations Essay Contest established.
Continuum "83: the first exhibition of Australian contemporary
art in Japan is held.

Australian embassy in Tokyo was redeveloped—as part of the
redevelopment, the old residence in Mita district of Tokyo
was demolished to make way for the new embassy.

January: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum
established.

The Garnaut Report was published: Ross Garnaut, Australia
and the Northeast Asian Ascendancy.



1990

1995

1997
1997-98
1998

2000

2002

2003

2006

2007

KEY TREATIES AND EVENTS

Ambassador’s residence and staff apartments at the Australian
embassy in Tokyo were completed.

May: Joint Declaration on the Australia—Japan Partnership
was made by Prime Ministers Paul Keating and Tomiichi
Murayama.

August: Australia—Japan Partnership Agenda formalised.
Asian financial crisis.

Japan Australia Friendship Association established: a social
and cultural non-profit volunteer organisation to promote
friendship between Australia and Japan.

17 August: Japans Economy Implications for Australia is
published by the Australian Senate Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade.

‘Australia—Japan Creative Partnership’ Prime Ministerial
Joint Statement made by Prime Ministers John Howard and
Junichiro Koizumi.

16 July: Australia—Japan Trade and Economic Framework
signed in Tokyo.

16 July: Australia—Japan Joint Statement on Cooperation to
Combat International Terrorism made in Tokyo.

Memorandum of Defence Exchange signed.
Australia—Japan Year of Exchange.

Australia—Japan Joint Ministerial Statement on Building
a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

27 February: Agreement between Australia and Japan on
Social Security signed in Canberra.

12 March: Memorandum on Cooperation in Education
between the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology of Japan and the Department of Education,
Science and Training of Australia signed in Tokyo.

13 March: Australia—Japan Joint Declaration on Security
Cooperation signed in Tokyo.

Australia—Japan Free Trade Agreement talks launched.

Inaugural Australia—Japan 2+2 Foreign and Defence
Ministerial Consultations held.
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2008

2010

2012
2015

2016

2017

2018

2020

2021

31 January: Australia—Japan Convention for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
Respect to Taxes on Income signed in Tokyo.

12 June: Australia—Japan Joint Ministerial Statement on
Comprehensive Strategic, Security and Economic Partnership
made by Prime Ministers Kevin Rudd and Yasuo Fukuda.

Australia—Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement
signed.

Japan—Australia Information Security Agreement signed.

15 January: Australia—Japan Economic Partnership Agreement
signed and in effect.

March: the Australian embassy in Tokyo held an afternoon
tea to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 2011 Tohoku
earthquake and tsunami.

25 July: sixth ministerial meeting of the Trilateral Strategic
Dialogue held, in Laos.

20 April: the seventh Australia—Japan 2+2 Foreign and
Defence Ministerial Consultations are held.

2 July: First Japan—Australia Economic Dialogue held in
Tokyo.

4 August: Australia—Japan—United States Trilateral Strategic
Dialogue held in Singapore.

January: Second Ministerial Economic Dialogue.

July: Australia’s and Japan’s prime ministers held the first-ever
virtual summit.

November: the Reciprocal Access Agreement between
Australia and Japan was signed, enabling increased defence
cooperation.

11 March: Representatives from the Australian embassy in
Tokyo attended the tenth memorial service for the Tohoku
earthquake and tsunami, in Minamisanriku, Miyagi
Prefecture.



This text is taken from 7he Australian Embassy in Tokyo and Australia—Japan
Relations, edited by Kate Darian-Smith and David Lowe, published 2023
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